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PREFACE. 



The pages which compose the volume now pre- 
sented to the public, were originally designed only 
for the eye of a tender and beloved friend. 

They were written at the earnest request of one, 
to whom the author was endeared by many years of 
intimate friendship, and still more by those divine 
and soul-soothing tenets, of which it was his distin- 
guished lot to be ORDAINED the promulgator. 

For those who, like this individual, have dwelt 
with rapture upon the blessed assurance of the 
boundless and enduring love of a redeeming God, 
as powerfully exhibited by those lips which rarely 
opened but to expatiate upon the glad tidings which 
was the theme of the angelic song : For those, who 
loved the philanthropic the inspired Preacher, for 
the sake of the glorious inspiration; these sheets will 
possess the strongest, and most important interest: 
To such, and to such only, they are addressed. It 
is iu compliance with their solicitations that they 
are sent into the world, and it is not even expected 
that those who turned a deaf ear to his consolatory 
message, and who knew not the powers of his 
mighty mind, or the pure and exalted benevolence 
of his heart, will have any interest in inquiring, 
* WhcU manner of man was he who told these thingt^ 
nor what epirit he wa$ of.* 

Boiton^ May 2, 1810. 
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PREFACE 

TO THE FIFTH EDXTIOH. 



When the puMishers, in compliance with the 
•uggestions of seTeral resectable and inflaeptial 
members c^ the denomination^ adopted the plan of 
issuing neat and uniform editions of valuable works 
hj Universalist authors, they liad but few induce* 
ments to incur the expense of the undertaking, and 
many difficulties to encounter. At that time, ow 
mg to the unpopularity of the docti^ine, it couid 
not have been reasonably expected that large edi- 
tions of any works devoted exclusively to the inter- 
ests of the order, would be disposed of ; and, as 
the only expedient that promised an ultimate in- 
demnification, they resolved to stereotype such as 
were deemed permanently useful, and publish, from 
dme to time, such a number of copies as the 
demand should warrant, and regulate die price by 
ike amount disppsed of. . With a view to furnish 
the order with a series of publications adapted to 
its wants^^ BmA sidled to the improved taste ot the 
community, they gave works of this character 
issued by them, the general title of ^^ The Uni- 
versalist Library," and the Life of Murray 
was the first qf the series. 

In this undertaking, they had but little to fear 
from competition; since few, if any, at that time, 
were disposed to hazard the expense of publishing 
^^niversalist works of this class; and had it been 
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the desire of any to run risks of the kind, for the 
good of the denomination, there were works not a 
lew, in the republication of which there was suffi- 
cient scope for U, lauddble enterprise. Still, if the 
public can derive advantage from a fair and honor- 
able competidon, the publishers of this edition will 
not complam, as it has ever been their determina- 
tion to afford it at as low a rate as possible without 
pecuniary loss. 

In the former edition of the Life of Murray, little 
more was attempted than to fomish the pubiie^ith 
the originfal work, with a few explmatory remarks. 
To this much useful and interesting bfonnation 
has been added; and it is thought to contain all 
that is necessary, to secure for it the countenance 
and approbation of the order. In the Appendix^ 
something like an epitome of the views of Mr. 
Murray t)n several points of theology has been At'* 
tempted. Many Interesting facts and reminiscen 
cesj have been collected. The %scount of the 
scene of Ms first labors id tUs country, and of &e 
tribute of respect which has been recendy paid to 
(he name and memory of his early friend and pot* 
ron, will be found particularly valuable. An Index 
sufficiently copious for all useful purposes of ref- 
erence has been added to this ectition, and much 
pains has been taken to render the work oon^>let)e 
m aB its parts. 

Ji^. i», 1893. ne PmbUA$r9. 
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LIFE 



REV. JOHN MURRAY. 



CHAPTER I. 

OanUntdr^ an Account ofthe AtUhor^t Birth and ParaiU 
agCy until the Vecease of his Father. 

How sweetly roli'd over the morning of lif^. 
How free from vexation, fnmi sorrow and strife; 
Kind Nature presedted rieh seenes to my vieW? 
And every scene slie presented was new. 

Bat soon was tlie morning of life clouded oV* 
And its charming serenity lost; 

I'oo soon was I forc'd to abandon the shore. 
And on ocean's rude billows be tost. ^ 

Yoint earnest solicitations, my inestimable, my best 
friend, have, witli me, the force of commands, and conse- 
quently I am irresistibly compelled to retrace for your 
gratification, as many or the incidents of early life, as live 
in my memory. Assured of your indulgence, I unhesita* 
tingly commit to your candor, and to your discretion, the 
following sheets. 

I am mduced to regret, that my anecdotes of this 
charminff season are not more multiplied. Were my 
recollection perfect, my enjoyments would be reiterated, 
but this would not be right, therefore it is not so; every 
season has its enjoyments, and the God of Nature has 
thouffht proper to keep them distinct, and appropriate, 

I think, if 1 mistake not,T was ushered into tnis state of 
bein^ on the 10th day of Decen.ber, in the year of our 
Lord, 1741, four years before the rebellion, m ScotIand| 
of forty-five. I mention this circumstance, as itproyed to 
me, in early life, a source of some vexation. The rebel* 
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lion terminated in the destruction of many of the Scotch 
nobility of my name, and this same rebellion was long the 
subject of political controversy, which generally termina- 
ted in the execration of the Scots, and, on account of my 
name, I was looked upon as a party concerned. 

I drew my first breath in the island of Great Britain, lo 
the town of Alton, in Hampshire. This town boasts a 
Church, a Presbyterian and a Quaker meeting-house ; a 
celebrated free school, an extensive and very useful manu- 
facture, and it is environed by a plantation of hops. Alton 
is seated on the River Wey, 18 miles east-north-east of 
South-Hampton, and 48 miles west-south-west of London. 

Being the fifist born of my parents, it is not wonderful 
that my apjpearance gave much joy, nor that the litrie 
complaints, incident to infancy, gave great apprehension 
It was in consequence of some little indisposition, that 
they solicited and obtained for me private baptism. My 
parents were both sincerely religious, though members of 
aifTereot sects. My father was an Episcopalian, my mo 
ther a Presbyterian, yet Religion never disturbed the har- 
mony of the family.. My mother believed, as most good 
women then believed, that husbands ought to have the 
direction, especially in concerns of such vast importance, 
as to involve the future well-beinff of their children; and 
of course it was agreed, that I should receive from the 
hands of an Episcopalian minister, the rite of private 
baptism; and as this ordinance, in this private manner, is 
not administered, except the infant is supposed in danger 
of going out of the world in an unregenerate state, before 
it can be brought to the church, I take for granted I was, 
by my apprehensive parents, believed in imminent danger; 
yet, through succeedinff years, I seemed almost exempt 
from the casualties of childhood. I am told that my 
parents, and grand-parents, had much joy in me, that I 
never broke their rest nor disturbed their repose not even 
in weaning, that I was a healthy, good-humoured child, 
of a ruddy complexion, and that the eouallty of my dis* 
position became proverbial. I found tne use of my feet 
before I had completed my first year, but the gift of utter 
ance was still postponed. I was hardly two years old, 
when I had a sister bom; this sister was presented at the 
baptismal font, and, according ^ to the custom in out 
Church, I was carried to be received, that is, all who are 
privately baptized, must, if they live, be publicly received 
in the congregation. The priest took me in his arms, and 
having prayed according to the form made use of on such 
occasions, T articulated with an audible voice, Amsv. 
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I 
Tho congregation were astonished, and I hare frefuiently 
heard my parents say, this was the first word 1 ever 
uttered, ana that a lonff time e^psed, before I could dis- 
tinctly articulate any otner. Indulged, as I said, by boun- 
teous nature, with much serenity of mind, every one waa 
happy with me. I was fond of being abroad, and a ser- 
vant was generally employed to gratify me. During these 
repeated rambles, I experienced some *hair breadth 
'scapes,' which, while they excited the wonder of my 

g>oa parents, they failed not to record. From these 
equent promenades, I derived that vifforons constitotioa, 
or at least its stability, which has profonfed my abode in 
this vale of tears, through many serious aisordera, which 
have seemed to promise m^ emancipation. I do not 
remember the time when I cud not benold the works of ' 
iNature with delight; such as the drapery of the heavens^ 
and the flowers of the garden, and of the fields; and I 
perfectly recollect, before I was clothed in masculine 
tiabiliments, that I was delightedly occupied in opening 
the ground, throwing into some form, and planting in 
regular order, little spriffs iHroken from the gooaebernr, or^ 
currant bushes. My pleasures of this nature were now-^ 
ever, soon interrupted by goin^ to school: this was my 
first affliction; yet, to imperious necessity, the sweet 
j^bili^ of human nature soon conformed my mind: nay, 
it was more than conformed; I derived even felicity , firom 
the approbation of my school dame, firom the picturee in 
m^ books, and especially from the acquaintance I formed 
with my school mates, 

It does not appear ta me that I was what the world calls 
naturally vicious. I was neither querulous, nor quarrel- 
some: I cannot trace in my mind a vestige of envy. I ro- 
ioic<!a in every advantage possessed by my little comrades, 
and my father was accustomed to exclaim, ' Never, I be- 
Ueve, was such a boy; he absolutely deliffhts as much in ' 
the new garments worn by the children of our neighbors, ' 
as in his own :' and indeed, as far as I can recollect during ; 
this sweet morning of life, my most complete si^tisfaction ' 
resulted from the gratification of others. I never enjoyed 
any thing alone; my earliest pleasures were social, and I ^ 
was eager to reciprocate every good ofiice: It is true I 
encountered difficulties, from the various dispositions of 
those with whom I associated, but, in my intant bosom, 
rancor or implacability found no place. Being howeverV 
too fond of play, and ambitious or imitating my seniors, I 
nad little time for reading; ^et I learned, and at six yean 
lid could read a chapter in the Bible, not indeed vei7 
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0(HT6Ctljr5biitLrairely paused at a word, however difficult 
•till I read on. My father, I remember, used sometimes 
to .laugh out — a levity which, by the way, he seldom 
iudutged — but he did sometimes laugh out, and say, < This 
t>oy sticksat nothing, he has a most astonishing invention) 
how it is he utters such sounds, and passes on with such 
rapidity, I canpot conceive : but my blunders were more 
frequently marked by a staggering box on the ear, which 
necessitated me to stop, wnen I was obliffed to reivom- 
mence, and go over the whole again. This conduct 
oinginated, even at this early age, more^ar than affection 
for my father. I was studious to avoid his presence, and 
1 nebfy enjoyed his absence. To my brothers and sisters, 
.who were multiplied with uncommoii rapidity, I was 
warmly attached, and as our mother contributed all in her 
power to our gratification, our pleasures were not surpas- 
sed by those of any little group, which came under our 
observation. 

My patents were the Religious children of relij^ous pa- 
vents, and grand parents; they were the more rehgious on 
.that aoeounf; and, as the descendants of ancient noUo 
families vaiue themselves on their pedigree, stimulating 
their children from considerations of ancestry to aot up to 
the illustrious examples which tfaeyexhibit andemblaxon, 
cuniforrrtly <iusislin^ that they shall avoid mixing with the 
plebiasi race^ so, as eoon as I appeared to pay attention 
to interesting tales, I was made acquainted with the ehar- 
acter of my grand parents. 

My paternal grandfather,however, possessed only neg- 
etive reli^oti; that is, his afibotion for tti^ grandmother 
obliged him to conform to her, in every thing; and he es<' 
teemed himself happy, in being blest with a wife, who, 
from principle and inclination, was both able and willing 
to take upon herself the care and culture of her children 
How lonff this grandfather lived, I am unable to say, but 
my grandmother was,with respect to her religious attach 
ments, more fortunate in a second marriage. She waf 
united to a Mr. Beattie, a man of considerable note, ir 
every point of view. It was by this gentleman's name 
I became acquainted with my grandmother; I remember 
when very young, to have seen his picture, which gave 
me a very high idea of his person. It was his son, whr 
was governor of the fortress, in the harbor of Cork. My 
grandmother soon lost this second husband, and never 
pnarried again. She was, in the morning and meridian 
' of her life, a celebrated beauty: the remains of a fine face 
were visible when I knew her: I never beheld a mors 
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iNsaulifal old iadf . Trfieeft of affluence were con^i acuous 
in ber dwelling, her furniture, and apparel; she was an 
immediate descendant of an ancient and honorable fa? luty 
in France; her father's name was Barroux, one of (ne 
noblesse, and a dweller in the town of Paimfaioeuf, on ine 
river Loire, between the city of Nantes, and the mooin 
of said river. Mr. Barroux having buried his lady, w nu 
left him two daughters, thought proper, as was then tne 
custom of people of distinction, to educate his eldest 
daughter in England; this step banished her from her na- 
tive country, and from her father: she never saw either 
more. Attaching herself to a family of Episcopalians, 
she became a zealous Protestant, which, together with her 
selecting a husband of the same persuasion, confirmed her 
an exile forever. The irritated feelings of her fsither ad- 
milted no appeal: his affections were totally alienated: he 
was a high spirited, obstinate man, and he swore in his 
wrath, he would wed the first woman he met, provided he 
could obtain her consent, and she were not absolutely dis- 
gusting. The first who presented happened to be his 
chambermud; he made known to her nis vow, was ac- 
cepted with gratitude and they were speedily married 
Not many years after this event, the old gentleman died, 
leaving no issue by his second marriage, and, as he left 
DO wiU, his daughter, who continued under the paternal 
roof, entered into possession of the whole estate; she, 
however, survived her father only three weeks, when my 

grandmother became the only legal heir to the property, 
Dth of her father, and her sister. 

A large share of the personal estate was conveyed to 
England, by two {N'iests; and the real estate was tendered 
to my grandmother, on condition that she would read her 
recantation, renounce the damnable doctrines of the 
Church of England, and receive the Host, as the real 
pre$enee. My grandmother, and my father, after a 
eonference, which continued but a few moments, cheer^ 
fhlly concurred in a relinquishment of the estate, and 
united in declaring, that, on terms so calculated to pros- 
trate their integrity, they would not accept the whole 
kingdom of France. The clergyman returned to the 
Gallic shore, and the person left in the house, for the 
purpose of taking charge of the estate, until the heirs at 
law should recover their senses, continued in the quiet 
possession of an inheritance, worth five hundred pounds 
sterling per annum. When the estate was thus, upon 
''eligious principles, surrendered, I was about ftre years 
of age; but having frequently heard my father circum^ 
2 
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stantially relate the transactioiiy as I advanced in life, my 
bosom often acknowledged n latent wish, that he had ac 
cepted an inheritance to which his natural claim was in 
dubitable, upon the terms offered by the ecclesiastic*, 
which were, that my grandmother, and my father, should 
in so many words, qualify themselves for the possession 
of their right, while, in their hearts, they continued to 
judge for themselves. But from a conduct so question* 
able, the guileless heart of my upright parent spontane- 
ously revolted^ and, for myself, while revolving years 
gave me to exult in his decision, the detection of so rep* 
rehensible a principle, in my own bosom, and at so eaily 
a period, originated much contrition. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing the very considerable sacrifice made by my father, his 
uniform efforts commanded all the necessaries, and many 
of the eleffancies of life. His children multiplied; four 
sons and nve daughters augmented his felicities; he re- 
ceived from nature a strong mind, his parents bestowed 
upon him a good education, and he was universally 
respected and beloved. 

The parents of my mother were well known tome; her 
father's name was James Rolt, his ancestors were all 
English; he was in early life a bonrvivantf and even when 
he became the head of a family, his reprehensible i}ursuit» 
were nothing diminished; the silent suffering of his wed- 
ded companion were strongly expressed in her wan coun- 
tenance, and broken health. 1 he circumstances of hitf 
conversion from dissipation to a life of severe piety wer» 
rather remarkable, and were considered in his day as 
miraculous. 

Of the piety of my paternal grandfather, or my maternai 
grandmotner, I have tittle to say. I have never heard that 
they allowed themselves in any improper indulgencies, 
and as they were the admirers of their devout companions, 
it is a fair conclusion, that they were at least negatively 
pious, and that if they did not lead, they cheerfully fol- 
lowed, in cultivating a pious disposition in the minds of 
their children; and, by consequence. Religion became 
the legitimate inheritance of my immediate parents. 
The conversion of my paternal grandmother, from the 
tenets in which she was educated, increased her zeal, 
while the inheritance, sacrificed from conscientious prin- 
ciples, gave her to consider herself more especiallv heir 
of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away; and conscious that she had fully concurred with 
iny father, in depriving their children of a temporal trea-^ 
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vttre, tkey were sedulously, anxious to inculcate a per- 
suasion of the necessity of securing another. 

It is wonderful, that while it was the great business/^ 
both of my father and mother, to render their childrep 
feelingly solicittous to secure an interest in the Redeemer, 
that the}' might be thus entitled to a blessed and happy 
futurity, they were both of them very rigid Calvinists. 

The doctrines, taught by that gloomy Reformer, they 
undeviatingly taught to their family: and hence my soul 
frequently experienced the extreme of ai^ony. Naturally 
vivacious, to implant religion amon^ my juvenile pleasures 
required the most vifforous and uniform effort. Religion 
was not a native of the soil, it was an exotic, which when 
planted, could only be kept alive by the most persevering 
attention. Hence Religion became a subject of terror. I 
was not ten years old when I began to suffer; the discov- 
ery of my sufferings gave my fond father much pleasure; 
he cherished hope of me when he found me suffering from 
tuy fears, and much indeed was I tortured by the severe 
unbending discipline of my father, and the terrifying ap- 
prehensions of what I had to expect from the God who 
created me. The second son of my parents was naturally 
of a pensive, gloomy disposition, fie was more piously 
disp<»ed, and less fond of amusement than myself, and 
hearing much of Cain as the eldest son of Adam, of Esau 
as the eldest son of Isaac, and of Abel and Jacob as the 
younger sons, my soul was frequently filled with tert*or, 
verily believing my brother was the elected, and myself^ 
the rejected of God. This appalling consideration, even 
at this early period, frequently devoted my days and nights 
to tears and lamentation, ovt stability dwelt not with 
me, and the pleasing expectations of my father were often 
blasted; my attachment to my playmates, and their child- 
ish gambols revived, and when engased in appropriate 
amusements, I often forgot the immmiate terror of the 
rod,, and of future misery; both of which, as often as I 
reflected, I painfully believed I should endure. My father 
took every method to confine me within his walls; it was 
with difficulty he prevailed upon himself to permit my 
attendance at school, yet this vras necessary, and to school 
I must go; while that rigid and extreme vigilance, which 
was ever upon the alert, produced effects diametrically 
opposite to the end proposed. My appetite for pleasure 
increased, and I occasionally prefer^ the truant frolic, 
to the stated seasons of study, yea, though I was certain 
severe-castigation would be the consequence. Pious sup* 
plieations were the acepmpaaiments of the chastiseinents 



^Jlpph were m^eted, so that I often passed from the ter- 
ror of the rod, to the terrifyiog appreheusious of fuiure 
aud never-endiug misery. Upon these terrific occasions, 
y^ the most solemn resolutions were formed, and my vows 

were marked by floods of tears. I woujkl no more ofiend 
either my father, or his God; I dared not to say my God, 
for I had heard my father declare, that for any individual, 
n/9t the elect of God^^M; to say qf God, or to God, * Our 
Father,' was nothing better than blasphemy: when 
most devout, I was prevented from deriving consolation 
from my pious breathings, by a persuasion that I was a 
reprobate, predestined to eternal perdition. In fact, I 
^^ believed that I had nothing to hope, but every thing to 

fear, both from my Creator, and my father; and tfese 
soul-appalling considerations, by enforcing a conclusion, 
that I was but making provision for alternate torture, 
^hrew a cloud over every uinocent enjoyment. 

About the time that I attained my eleventh year, my 
father removed t^ Ireland, and though I dreacCsd going 
with him any where^ I was the oaky individual of the 
faniily whom he compelled to accompany him. Yet I 
was captivated by the c^hnrms of novelty. London filled 
me with amazement, jand my fond, my apprehensive father, 
was in continual dread of losing me; :while the severity 
he practised to detain me near him, by invigorating wy 
desires to escape from his presence, increased the evil. 

We quited Liondon in the middle of April, and reaching 
Bristol, t«rried but a little while in that city. At Pill, ^ve 
miles firom Bristol, between my father and myself, a final 
separation was on the point of taking place. In the Bris- 
tol river the tide is extremely rapid; I stepped into a boat 
on the slip, and letting it loose, the force of the current 
almost instantly carried it off into the channel, and had it 
been ebb instead ofjhod tide, I must inevitably have gone 
out to sea, and most probably should never have been 
heard of more : but the flood tide carried me with sreat 
rapidity up the river, and the only fear I experienced was 
from the effects of my father's mdignation. The poor 
gentleman, with a number of compassionate individuals, 
were engaged, until almost twelve o'clock, in searching 
the town, and the harbor, and had returned home relin 
quishing everv hope of my restoration. In the midst of 
the stream I found a large flat-bottomed boat at anchor, 
to which, making fast the boat I was in, I consequently 
proceeded no farther. At midnight, I heard voices on 
the side of the river, when, earnestly imploring their aid, 
and ofiering a liberal reward, they eune in their boaty 
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and) conveying me on shore, (conducted me to my lodg- 
ings; but no language can describe my dismay, as i dren 
near my father, who was immediately preparing to ad- 
minister the deseryed chastisement, when the benevolent 
hostess interposed, and in pity'^moving accents exclaimed: 
* Oh, fbr Ood's sake let the poor B)<km1 alone; I warrant 
he has suffered enough already. ' My father was softened, 
perhaps he was not displeased to find a pretence for mild- 
ness: he gaye me no correction for this o^nce; he eyen 
treated me with unusual kindness. We were detained 
in PiU three weeks, wishing for a fayorable wind, three 
weeks more at Minehead, and three weeks at Milford Ha- 
yen. Thus we were nine weeks in performing a passage, 
which is commonly made in forty-eight hours, and instead 
of my father's reaching Coric before the residue of his 
fkmily, they were there almost at the moment of our ar- 
rival. In Cork we were at home. There dwelt the re- 
spected mother of my fother, and in easy circumstances; 
many changes, however, had taken place in her funilv, 
although the remains of affluence were still visible. My 
father fixed his residence in the vicinity of this city, and 
a most pleasing residence it proved. 

About tins time the Methodists made their appearance,^ 
und my father was among the first who espoused their 
cause. His zeal for vital religion could hardly be sur- 
passed; and it appeared to him that this innate, and holy 
operation, rejecteil by every other s^t, had found refuge 
in the bosoms of these exemplary people. But, though 
my father espoused the cause, he did not immediately be- 
come a Methodist: the Methodists were not Calvinists. 
Yet, if possible, he doubled his diligence; he kept his 
family more strict than ever: he was distin^ished by the 
name of saint, and became the only person m his vicinity, 
whom the Methodists acknowledged as truly pious. With 
the religion of the Methodists 1 was greatly enamored; 
the^ preached often, and in the streets; they had private 
societies of young people, and sweet singing, and a vast 
deal of it, and an amazing variety of tunes,— and all this/ 
was beyond expression charming. At this period the 
health of my father began to decline. Physicians con- 
curred in opmion, that his complaints indiCBted a pulmo- 
nary affection. Again his efforts were renewed and in- 
vigorated, and, poor gentleman, his labors were abun- 
dantly multiplied. The ardent desire of his soul was to 
render every individual of his fkmily actively religious, 
and religious in his own way; but as his children neces- 
sarily mingled more or less with the children in the neighs 
2* 
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borhoo4> they caught, words and halnte which he disUketl, 
imd application was made to the rod, as a sovereigu 
panacea 

In the course of my twelfth year, my father was over- 
taken by a very heavy calamity 3 his house, hb housea, 
and indeed almost every thing he possessed, were laid m 
a8he9. He had only a moment to ^latch to his bosom a 
sleeping infant from its cradle, when a part of the house 
fell in; an instant longer and they would both have been 
wr appeal in the surrounding flames; and a deep s^nse of 
this preserving mercy accompanied him to his grave. 
Thus eyery event of his life seemed to combine to render 
his devotions more and more fervent. It was happy for 
us that my respectable grandmother still lived, whose ex- 
tricating hand was an ever ready resource. 
# It was my father's constant practice, so long as his 
/health would permit, to quit his bed, vvinter as well as 
summer^ at four o'clock in the morning; a larse portion 
of thia time, thus redeemed from sleep, was devoted to 
^ private prayers and meditations. At six o'clock the fami- 
ly were summoned, and I, as the eldest son, was ordered 
into my closet, for the purpose of private devotion. My 
father, however, did not go with me, and I did not always 
pray; I was not always in a praying frame; but the de-* 
ceit, which I was thus reducea to the necessity of prac- 
tising, was an additional torture to my laboring mind. 
Afler the family were collected, it was my part to read a 
chapter in the bible ; then followed a long and fervent prayer 
by my father; breakfast succeeded, when the children 
being sent to school, the business of the day commenced. 
In the course of the day, my father, as I believe, never 
imiitted his private devotions, and, in the evening, the 
whfi^e family were a^ain collected, the. children examin- 
ed, our faults recor&d, and I, as, an example to the rest, 
V especially chastised. My father rarely passed by an of- 
fence, without marking it by such punishment «s his 
sense of duty awarded; and when my tearful mother in- 
, teroeded for me, he would respond to her entreaties in 
the language of Solomon, ' if thou deat him with « rody 
heshaUnpt die;' the bible was again introduced, and 
. the day was closed by prayer. Sunday, was a day much 
. to be dreaded in our Ukmily; we were all awakened at 
. early dawn, private devotions attended, breakfast hastily 
. dismissed, shutters closed, no lij^ht but fVom the back part 
of the house, no noise could bring any part of the family 
to the window, not a syllable was uttered upon secular 
^ affiurs; every one who could read, children and domes- 
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ittfti^ kad .tiiefaf nHotted chapters. Fmanfy prajreor miooeed- 
td; alter wMoh^ fiaxter's Saint's EFerlascnig Rtet was 
aasiffned to me; my mother aU the time in terror lest tbe 
ehilorMi should be an interruption. At last the bell sum- 
moned us to churdi, whither m solemn order we proceed- 
ed: I close to my father, who admonished me to look 
straight forward, and not let my eyes wander after vani- 
^r At church, I was fixed at his elbow, compelled to 
kneel when he kneeled, to stand when he stood, to find 
the Psalm, Epistle, Gospel, and collects for the day; and 
any instance of inattennon was yigilently marked, and 
unrelentingly punished. When I returned from church, 
I was ordered to my closet; and when I came fbrth, the 
chapter from which the preacher had taken his text, was 
read, and 1 was then questioned respecting the sermon, a 
part of which I coukl generally repeat. Dinner, as 
breakfast, was taken in silent haste, afber which we were 
not suffered to walk, even m the garden, but every one 
must either read, or hear reading, until the bell gave the 
signal for afternoon service, from which we returned to 
private devotion, to reading, to catechising, to examina- 
tion, and long ftimily praver, which dosed the roost labo- 
rious day of the week, ft was the custom for many of 
our visiting friends to unite with us in these evening ex- 
ercises, to the no small gratification of my ftither; it is 
true, especially after he became an invalid, he was often 
extremely fatigued, but, upon these occasions, the more 
lie suffered, tli^ more he rejoiced, since his reward would 
he the greater, and indeed his sufSsrings, of eveiy descrip- 
tion, were to him a never^^faiMng source of consolation. 
In &ct, this devotional life became to him seeond naturey^ 
but it was not so to his family. For myself, I was altei^ 
nately serious, and wild, but never very moderate in any 
thing. My father rejoiced in my devotional frames, and 
was encouraged to proceed, as occasion was given, in the 
good work of whipping, admonishing, and pro^ng. I 
continued to repeat my pious resolutions^ and, stiM more 
to bind my soul, I once vowed a vow unto the Lord, — 
kissing tfaie book for the purpose of adding to itS'St^emni- 
ty^--^at I would no more visit the pleasure grounds, nor 
again associate with those boys, who had been* my com- 
panions. Almost immediately after this transaction I at- 
tended a thundering preacher, who, tiddng for his trat 
tha^oommand of our Saviour, which directs his disciples 
to < $wear not at all,' gave me to believe I had comndtted 
a most heistous transgression, in the oath that I had taken; 
oay» he went so far as to assure his hearers, that to say, 
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'iqroii f»y word/ ivfts an oath, a very hon^doath, naee it 
was tantamount to swearing by Jeraa Christy inasmiHsh 
as he was the word, who was inade flesh for us and dw^t 
among us. This sermon rendered me for a long season 
truly wretched, while I had no individual to whom I 
could confide my distresses. To my father I dared not 
even name my secret afflictions, and my mother, as far 
as the tenderness of her nature would permit, was m 
strict unison with her venerated husband. The depres- 
sion of my spirits upon thb occasion was great, and en- 
during; but for revolving months I continued what they 
called a good boy, I was attentive to my book, carefully 
following the directions that were given me, and on my 
return from school, instead of squandering the hours of 
internnssion with idle associates, I immediately retired 
to the garden, which constituted one of the first pleasures 
of my fife; in fact, the cultivation of fruits, and flowers, 
has, in every period of my existence, continued to me a 
prime source of enjoyment. My patertial grandmother 
was the Lady Bountiful of the parisn; having made it her 
study, she became an adept in the distillation of simples; 
she had a large garden adjoining to my father's and she 
cultivated an amazing variety of plants. As I was her 
favorite assistant, she gradually obtained my father's per^ 
mission, that I should appropriate to her a large part of 
my time, and the hours which I consequently devoted to 
this venerable lady, in her garden, and in her habitation, 
were to me halcyon hours. It was my study to enrich 
her grounds witn every choice herb, or fiower, which 
met my gaze, and I was ever on the alert to collect plants 
of the most rare description. This was confessedly an 
innocent amusement; it would bear reflection, and was 
therefore deUghtfuL Alas! alas! it was too replete with 
felicity to be continued. I was soon compelled to rehnquii^ 
my pleasant occupation. My father ibund it necessary 
to remove from the neighborhood of his mother, and her 
garden no more bloomod for me. 

We were speedily established in the vicinity of a noble- 
man's seat, in which was instituted an academy of hi^ 
reputation. It was under the direction of mi £pisc(^mlian 
cleigyman, who, 'being well acquainted with, and much 
attached to my father, had frequent opportunities -of hear- 
ing me recite many chapters from the bible, which I had 
committed to memory, and becoming fond of me, he 
earnestly importuned my father to surrender me up to 
his care. < He shall live in my family^' said he; * he sliaU 
be unto me as a. son, I will iastruoc him, and when op- 
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4iee4s ooly to he opened, when he witl make the mo«t 
mjM iprogriesa.' But nay father, trembimg for my i^rit- 
W interest^ if removed fromiiiB gmurdiaa care, returned 
to thi» liberal jvroposal the moat unqualified negative, and 
my writijtfHaaaflter immediately nought, and obtained the 
situation H>r his son, who was about my a^e. In diis 
aeadem^ many nobleman's aons were qualifiea ibr Trinity 
Qosllege, Dublin, and in a few years ^me of those ennobled 
stttdeats, seleeted my fortunate schoolmate as a compan- 
ion; he passed through Trinity CoUege^ and received iite 
honors, from whioh period I never again beheld him, un^ 
til I saw him in a pulpit in ,the city, of London. 

Though my social propensities, at every period of my 
life greattly predomija^ted, yet the close attention paid me 
by my father, greatly abridged every enjoyment of this 
description. Yet I did form one dear <x)nnection, with 
whom I held sweet converse. But of the society of this 
desr youth I was soon deprived. Recalled by his family, 
he was to Leave towa upon a Sunday morning, «nd in- 
stead of going to chur^^h, 1 took mv way to his lodjnags, 
for the purpose of bidding him a last farewell. The ill 
Malth of my father prevented him from attendipg church 
OB that day, but tidings of my delinopiency were conveyed 
lo him by a sentleman of his acquamliance, and m^ ptmr 
ishoient, bjh I then beUeved^ was more than proportioned 
to my fault. Still, however, I had sufficient haidihood 
to run greet hazards. A review of several vegimonts oi 
soldiers wa» announced; I could not obtain lei^o to be 
present, yet, for the purpose of witnessing a sight so 
novel, I was determined to take the day to mvself; I 
suSered mu^eh through the day from hunger, and l antici- 
pated my vec^tion at home. In the evening, I stopped 
at a little hut, where the homely supper smoked up- 
on the frugal board; the cottagers had the gooduess 
to press me to partake with them; my heart blessed 
them; I should, like Esau, ^haive given my birthright 
had it been mine to bestow, for this «atert«inment; 
but, blessings on the hospitable inhalutants of this island, 
they make no demands either upon friend, or stranger; 
every individual is welcome to whatever sustenance either 
their houses or their huts afford. I sat down, and I ate 
the sweetest meal I ever ate in my life, the pleasure of 
which 1 have never yet forgotten, although the paternal 
ehastisement, which follow^, was uncommonly sev«ffe. 

The time now approached when it was judged aepasr 
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(mrf I should engage in some ba^en, by wllM 1 
might secure the necceasaries of life. The conseience 
of my father had deprived me of an estate, and of a col- 
legiate education, and it was incumbent upon him to 
make some proyision for me. But what was to be done? 
If he sent me abroad, I should most unquestionably con- 
n*act bad halnts. Well then, he would bring me up him- 
self; but this was very difficult. He had for some nme 
thrown up business, and new expenses must be incur- 
red. Finally, however, I commenced my new career, 
and under the eye of my pains-taking father. I did not 
however like it; yet I went on well, and, dividing my 
attention between my occupation and my garden, I had 
little leisure. It was at this period I began once more to 
experience the powerful operation of religion, and secret 
devotion became my choice. Perhaps no one of my age 
ever more potently felt the joys and sorrows of Religion. 
The Methodists had followed us to our new situation, 
and they made much noise; they courted, and obtained 
the attention of my father, and he now joined their society. 
They urged him to become a preacher, but his great hu- 
mility, and his disbelief of Arminianism were insupera- 
ble bars. He was nevertheless a powerful assistant to 
the Methodists. Mr. John Wesley was a great admirer 
of mj father, and he distinguished him beyond any indi- 
vidual in the society; perseveringly urging him to be- 
come the leader of a class, and to meet the society in the 
absence of their preachers: to all which my father con- 
sented. I think 1 have befbre observed, that I was de- 
voted to the Methodists, and for the very reason that render- 
ed my father apprehensive of them, — ^they were very «a- 
eial. The Methodists in this, as in every other place, 
where they sojourned, by degrees established a perma- 
nent residence. They first preached in the streets, 
practised much self-denial, and mortification, inveighed 
against the standing relinon of the country, as impious 
and hypocritical, declannff the new Inrth only to be 
fbund among them. To this general rule, thev, how- 
ever, allowed mv father to be an exception; and bis open 
espousal of their cause contributed greatly to building 
them up. Thev gained many proselytes : it became the 
fashion for multitudes to become religious; and it is in 
religion as in every thing else, where once it is followed 
by a multitude, multitudes will follow. The very child- 
ren became religious. A meeting-house was speedily ob- 
tained, a society was formed, and classes of every d^ 
fcription regularly arranged. There was ofn« claw of 
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boyt9 it ooBfliated of fortf » and Mr. John Wesloy appoial- ^^^ 

ed me their leader. Twice in the course of every w^k 
this Qiass met in a private apartment. The business of 
the leailer was to see that the members were all present; 
for this purpose he was furnished with a list of their 
names, and when they were aU assembled, the leader be- 
gan by sinffiug a hymn. I was once pronounced a good 
singer, and although I never had patience to learn mu- 
sic by note, I readify caught every tune I heard, and my ^^. 
notes were seldom false. I repeat, that I was delighted 
with the music introduced by the Methodists. I collect<. 
ed their most ench^ting tunes, and singing them fre- 
quently in my class, I obtained much applause. Prayer * 
succeeded the hymn; I was accustomed to extemporary 
prayer; I had usually prayed in sincerity, and my devo* 
tion upon these occasions was glowing and unlfei^ed. 
Examination followed the prayer; I examined every indi* 
vidual separately, respecung the work of God upon his 
heart, and both the questions, i|id responses, evinced 
great simplicity, and pious sincerity. A word of gene- 
ral advice next ensued, a second hymn was sung, and the 
whole concluded with prayer. This was a most delight 
ful season, both for my parents, and myself. I became 
the object of general attention : my society was sought 
by the g[rey*headed man, and the child. My experience 
was various, and great: in fact, I had expeneneed more 
of what is denominated the work of God upon the heart, 
than many, I had almost said than any, of my seniors, 
my parents excepted. Devout persons pronounced that 
( was, hf divine favor, destined to broome a burning 
wnd a ahmmg light; and from these flattering appear- 
ances my father drew much consolation. I was frequent-'^ 
\y addressed, in his presence as the child of much 
watching, and earnest prayer^ this, to my proudly-pious 
Varent was not a little flattermgj it was then that I de- 
Wved incidculable satisfaction, from these very legible 
iparks of election: And though the Methodists insisted, N, 

ihat the doctrine of election, befcM'e repentance and fkith, ' 

was a damnaUe doctrine; yet they admitted, that, after ^ 

the manifestation of extraordinary evidences, the indi- 
vidual, so favored, was unquestionably elected. Thus, 
by the concurren' testimonies of Calvinists and Armin- 
ians, I was taught to consider myself as distinguished, 
and chosen of God; as certainly bom again. Yet, as it 
was next to imposuBible to ascertain the moment of my 
new birth, I became seriously unhappy, but from this un- 
happineas I was rescued, by reaoing accounts of holy 
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ancl ff<MMl mea itt similar drmunstMifleB} I imw linir^lmi 
]jp^ a. beavea upoo earth, beloved, .careeaed, and a^ 
mired. No kmger shut up under «^ father'a waifehful. 
oara, I WM allowed to go out eyery monmg at £¥« 
o'clock to the bouae of publio worshif^; there f hynuied 
the praises of God». aad united in fervent praver with the 
ohilaren of the faithfuJr: neeting. several ot my younff 
admiring i!Hends,r we exchanged e:q>erienoeB, we mingled 
our jioys and our sorrows, and by this finendly intercowse 
the irst was increased, and the. second diminiahed.. In 
all our little meedsga we were continually complaining 
to, and soothing each other, and these eu^oyments were 
truly delightful. The mind cannot be intently occupied 
on contrary matters at the same time, and my mind being 
filled widi devotion, my wakinp^ and my sleeping mo- 
ments were invariably engaged m religious pursuits ^ it 
was in truth my meat, and my drink, to do what I be- 
lieved the will of xay heavenly Father. At this period, 
I should have beea wrecked upon the sand-built rounda- 

Ition of BtlfHrighteoiwusB^ as mao^ of my young friends 
were, had it not been for the unbroken vigilance of an ex- 
perienced and tender father.. He saiw the danger of too 
great elation,, and he labored to keep me huim>le in my 
v^own estimation. ^ You now, my dear,' said ho, ^ thiuk 
you know every thing; but when you really attain supe- 
rior information, you will be convinced you know noth- 
ing.' This assertioD appeared to me extremely paradoxir 
cah but I have since learned to appreciate its rationality 
and its truth. I know not how lon^ I proceeded in this 
delightful path; nothing from withm or without, inter- 
rupted my course, and I weU remember, that I fancied 
myself on the verge of perfection*. I saw, or imagined I 
saw, undeviating rectitude vritlun my grasp, I was con- 
scious of no wi^es, but those which I considered the le- 
gitimate ofispring of the religion I professed. I wonder- 
ed what had become of my evil propensitieB; they were 
however gone, and I believed, they would no more re* 
turn: ray da^rs, my weeks rolled on, uniformly deroted to 
pursuits, which created for me unutterable self-compla* . 
cency. On Sunday morning I arose with the sun, ami 
like our first parent in a state of innocence, 

Straight towards heaveu mj woodering eyes I tamed, , 

" Am gased awbUe tht, ample sky.'^ 

Thus after a night of charmingly refreshing, and undis- 
turbed repose, with spirits innocently gay, I arose, wash* 
ed my face and hands, repeatmg a shoit supplicallA^ 
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winch my fatiier never, on those occasions, omitted: 
*0, Ahnigbty God, who hath ordained this watery ele» 
ment fbr the use, and support of nature, by which I am 
at this time refiresfaed, ana cleansed, O ! purify my soul, 
by the operation of thy blessed spirit, as a well of water 
fmringing uji into everlasting life.* I then retired to my 
closet, oS&rmg the orisons of my gladened heart, and 
habited for church. I sat down to my book, until my 
father made his appearance, when the nunily being sum- 
moned, and the morning prayer ended, we breamusted; 
but it was a light repast; and soon despatched. At eight 
o'clock, I attended the Methodist meeting: at half . 
past nine, I returned home, and devoted the time to read- 
• mg, until afler ten, when the bell summoned me to church, 
where the Methodists at that time attended; at church I 
was remarked for my devotion. From the church! re* 
turned to my closet, after which I read the Bible, respond- 
ing to the iaterro|fations of my father, relative to the 
sermon, by repeatmg it nearly verbatim. Dinner over I 
agam retted to my closet; nrom which, by my father's 
deriie, I made my appearance, to read fbr him some de« 
voctonal book, imtil the bell again commanded my attend- 
anoe upon public worship; but, to my great consolation, 
I h<id not, when I returned home,as on Sunday sketched in 
a former page, to spend ^e residue of the day in sadden- 
ing glooms: at five o'clock, the Methodist meeting again 
opened, to which the multitude flocked; there I saw, and 
there, with affectionate achniration, I was se^i; there, 
when the terrors of law were exhibited, I was dellghtea 
by the assurance of eternal security therefrom; and Uiere, 
when the children of the Redeemer were addressed in 
the soothing and plausive strains of consolation, my heart 
throbbed with pleasure, and tears of transport copiously 
evinced the rapture of my soul. Society meeting suc- 
ceeded the dose of pub^ service; three classes of the 
people were denominated Mediodists : The congregation, 
who, as ottter-court worshippers, were only hetwers, and 
ieeker§; members of the society, who were classed; and 
members of the band socie^, who were gemdne helieven. 
The two latter met every Sunday evening after meeting 
and no individual, who was not furnished with a ticket 
could gain admittance. This ticket was a badge of di»-i 
tincdon; it gave the possessor entrance, all others were 
shutout, and the door was locked. No woids can d»* 
scribe my sensations, when I obtained a seat tnsM^e the 
dosed diMnr) when I listened, wh^ the pveaeher in a 
low vdce addressed the ohikbren of Ood The * 
3 



MTAs not unfrequendy filled with the dissonant sounds of 
terror, and joy issued from the discordant voices of those, 
who were in the valley, or on the mount. From this so- 
ciety, I returned home, to unite in family devotion, re- 
peat the fundamental points of my retifion, retire to my 
rrivate devotions, and then to he«l. Monday morning, 
arose at five o'clock, and after the same prtsparation as 
on Sunday, attended meeting, returned to breakfast, oc* 
cupied myself with the business of the day, until dinner; 
and ailer dinner, an interval passed in private devotion « 
to secular affairs again, until evening; tnen once more to 
the Methodist meeting, returned, attend -hI family and 
private devotions, and to my chamber: often not to rest, 
but to my book, till midnight. Thus was my time spent, 
two evenings in the week excepted, which were devoted 
to my class, and one night in the week, when the society 
assembled, as on Sunday evening; but, alas ! the fervor 
of spirit, excited on those occasions, cannot, in the nature 
of things be very durable. There were individuals in 
my class who proved untoward, they began to be weary 
in well doing; this was a source of sorrow, the first 1 had 
ex]>erienced for a long time: added to this, repeated com* 
plaints reached my ear, and not unfrequently slanderous 
reports — ^reports one against another I This tortured 
me; I consulted the preachers, disputes ran high, the in- 
terposition of parents became indispensable, and the 
class was broken ! ! This was a severe trial; I had de- 
riTod high satisfaction from the connexion, and from the 
fame which it had bestowed upon me; 1 however lost no 
reputation; it was generally believed I had performed 
my duty, and that no boy, beside myself, would have 
kept such a set of beings together, and in such order so 
long. 

This was a season replete with events, which possessed 
for me no common interest. Constantly in society, I for* 
med many attachments, and I began to fear that the love 
of social emoyments would, like Aaron's rod, swallow up 
toy best affections. From conviction of error, I sougiit 
etirement : I loved reading more than any thing else, but 
I sighed for variety, and as the full soul loatheth the honey 
comb, I began to sicken at the constant repedtion of devo- 
tionail books. My father read history, and some few 
novels, but he took special care to secure those books from 
his children. We were allowed to read no book» but Um 
biUe, and volumea bated upon this preeiotts depository of 
whatsoever things are good and excellent. I sometime^ 
b^weirer, glanoin iHf eye over n^ faifaer^ ehouldvr ami 



LWX OF UV. JOBS XirK«A.T. S7 

finding Tom Jones, or the history of a Foundling^ in hi« 
hand, the efforts at conceaknent, which he evideatly made^ 
augmented my anxiety to read. I remember once to have 
found Clarissa Harlowe upon his ta];)le. Hervy's Medita- 
tions, and Young's Night Thoughts, were not interdicted 
books and their plaintive sadness obtained an easy admis- 
sion into the inmost recesses of my soul. To Milton too 
I gave some hours, but I could not read blank verse, nor 
did my father wish to encourage my attempts in this way. 
He saw I had too strong passion for novelty, and he 
deemed it prudent to check me in the commencement of 
my career. 

Although my devotional ecstacies were diminished, yet 
I was steadily attentive to my religious exercises, and I 
believed myself daily increasing in goods. It is true my 
life was as variable as the weather^ sometimes on the 
mount, and sometimes in the valley, sometimes alive 
to all the fervor of devotion, and sometimes, alas ! very 
lifeless: Now rejoicing in hope, and anon depressed by 
fear. 

The preachers, visiting the adjacent villages, oflen re* 

t nested my father to permit my attendance^ his consent 
ellghted me; I reaped, from those little excursions, 
abundant satisfaction, and the preachers being my elders, 
and much acquainted with the world, I collected from 
their conversation much to instruct and aniuse. They 
were, however, young men, the^ collected young com- 
pany, and they were excellent smgers; this was a most 
f leasing circumstance. My affections naturally glowing, 
soon formed strong attachments and, the craft of Mr. 
Wesley changing im candidates with every new quarter, 
the farewell sermons generally dissolved the whole conr 
greffation in tears, and mv bosom was often lacerated 
with many and deep wounds. 

An order from the Bishop now arrived, calling upon 
the people to prepare for confirmation, and young persons 
were directeii to wait upon their parish mmister for the 
requisite instruction* Although the Methodists conside»- 
«d themselves Episcopalians, yet they were detested by 
the clergy of that church; their zeal seemed a standing 
«atire upon them; and their indignation wasproportioned 
to the progress made by the new sect. We, nowever, 
presented ourselves as candidates for confirmation : though 
young, I was pretty generally known, and it soon became 
ievident^ that I had incurred the displeasure of my minish- 
ter. No question was proposed to me, but his oblique 
reflections were abundant: l deterowed, however, to 
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widi'dgs him; and one day when be was cautioning those, 
who were honored by his attention, against those expecta 
tions about which the wild enthusiasts of the da^ were 
fanatically raving, suoh as the extraordinary operations of 
the spirits, &c. &c., exhorting them to consider them- 
selves in their baptism made members of Christ, and 
inheritors of the kingdom of heaven, I ventured to ask: 
Did I, sir, in my baptism, receive all the advantages? In 
a most ungracious manner, he replied: ' Undoubtcdlv.' 
Then, sir, allow me to ask. What can I want more? Of 
what use is confirmation? ' What do you mean by askine 
these impertinent <][ue8tions?' I ask for infonnadon: i 
came hitherto be instructed. *No, you came here to 




was warned to attend, for the purpose of receiving 
instruction; and to whom should I apply but to my minis- 
ter r He deigned not to answer me, but when we again 
assembled, I observed: I remember, sir, when we were 
last here, you told us, there was no such thing as ^feehng 
operation of the spirit of God; I request therefore to 
know^ how we are to understand that article of out 
church, which pronounces the doctrine of election full of 
especial comfort to all godly persons, and such as fed in 
tiiemselves the workings of the spirit of the Lord? • You 
have nothing to do with the articles; you do not under 
stand them.' I should suppose, sir, that eveiy member of 
8 church had something to do with the articles of hii 
church; and if I do not understand them, sufl^r me o 
come to you for intbrmation. ' You are an impertinent 
fbllow, and if you thus proceed, I shall order the clerk to 
put you out of the churcn.' You may order me out your 
self, sir; only tell me to go, and I will instantly depart 
Not another syllable was uttered to me, upon this occa- 
sion. . But upon the following Sunday, when the young 
Feople of the congregation were again to be catechised^ 
appeared with the rest, and our teacher uttered a severe 
ana pointed sarcasm. I was sufficiently abashed to cover 
my face with my hat — ^when, in a very angry tone he 
commanded me to depart from the church, he would su:flrer 
no laughter there. I assured this christian preacher, that 
I did not laugh^ that I felt no disposition to laugh; he in- 
sisted, that f did, and with ereat confusion I withdrew 
from the altar; Yiut waiting for him in the porch of the 
church, I biiinply implored, his pardon, while I informed 
hira, that he ^aid done me much wrong; that I had too 
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Mcyred a yeneration for the pliuM I was in, to deport my- 
self unbecomingly while under its roof: that I had not 
the smallest inelination to mirth: that the consid««tion 
of his denying the operation of tne spirit upon the heart 
had too much disturbed and grieved me. * Well, I do 
still say, there is no especial operation of the spirit: I 
have never experienced any thing of this description,' 
How then, suner me to ask, could you say, when you 
were ordained, that you felt yourself moved by the Holy 
Ghost to take upon you the office of a teacher? < You 
know nothing of the matter, you are very impertinent. 
Many were standing by, who seemed pleased with the 
advantage I had so apparently gained, and, while thus 
remunerated for the insult I had received, I returned 
home in triumph. 

Some time futer, as I was passing the street, one of my 
acquaintance asked me, if I knew tne bishop was at that 
moment engaged in confirming the young people of our 
parish? I instantly repaired to the church, and to my 
great surprise, found the information correct; my good 
priest had not Intended I should be apprized of the busi- 
ness. I advanced however to the altar, and presented 
myself to the bishop. My priest appeared exceedingly ir- 
ritated, and made a communication to the bishop, in a 
tone too low to be understood by me; but his lordship 
replied aloud, Mt is of no consequence what they are^ 
provided they understand what they are about.' From 
this reply I concluded the priest had accused meof Meth 
odism. It happened, that I was the first of the circle 
j>resented round the altar^ and began as follows: 

Bishop, What is your business here? 
. Murray, . My lord, when I was baptised, my sponsors 
promised, in my name, to renounce the devil and all his 
works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, with 
all the sinful lusts of the flesh. They engaged also, that 
so soon as I should have learned the creed, the Lord's 
prayer, and the ten commandments, they would introduco 
me to this ordinance; as, however, they have neglected 
so to do, I beg. leave to present myself. 

Bishop* What idea nave vou of this ordinance? 

Murray. I conceive, my lord, that the engagements 
entered into at my baptism, cannot be fulfilled without 
the aid, and operation of the spirit of the XiOrd; and I am 
taught to consider this ordinance as a means of graeei 
through which I may obtain the aid of the Holy Spirity so 
requisite to niv weU doing. 
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Bithup, (With a softened voice) Have you ever lufifen 
Ht tire eoinmunion? 

Murray. Yes, my lord, and although I ventured st 
ftpst with Ifear, and trembling, yet deriving there-from real 
eormolatiany I have never since absented myself. * you are 
right, said the Bishop, and immediately laying his hands 
upon my head, he prayed for me with the greatest appa- 
rent fervor. Turnmg to a lad, who stood next me, he 
asked him the same question he had previously addressed 
te-me: he was unprovided with an answer. *Thid is 
afstonishiB^,' said the bishop; * I should have thought you 
would at least have learned to answer from the youth 
who spoke before yon; ' and he yave my priest a glance, 
whieh caHed the blush of confusion into Ms face. I was 
extremely ^ratified, so were my friends in general, and 
my pious rather in particular. Mr. John Wesley now 
\/ made us a visit, he paid me the most distinguished attention, 
and Che regards or such a man were, to a youns heart, 
traly flattering; he cherished the idea, that I should shortly 
beceme a useful laborer in the field, which he so sedu- 
lously cultivated. One thing, however, gave him anxie- 
ty, — the probability that I had imbibed mv father's dam- 
nable principles, for such he denominated the Calvinistic 
tenets; yet he hoped better things of me, and things 
which accompanied salvation. When in my father's 
house, he manifested toward Mm the greatest kindness 
aind friendship; but on leaving the country, he charged 
his followers to keep a strict watch over him, lest, through 
the inihieneie of his great piety, he should inftise his^bom- 
inable sentiments into the minds of some of the breth-* 
ren. Mr. Wesley's disciples considered him the apostle 
ef^faeage: and I experienced a reverential awe m his 
presence; yet tftere were points in his conduct, which ex- 
cited my wonder, and wMch, in any other character, I 
should not have hesitated- to pronounce wrong; but I 
should ha^re- believed it cHniinai even to suspect that he 
tt/M err. My religion was becoming more and more 
foinal, it seeded a body without a »oui, Sbmetimes, 
indeed, when listening to a lively, warm-hearted preach- 
er, I waff made most keenly to feel the poverty of my 
eondijdon; that, while I was believed rich, and increasing 
iti' goods,' having need of notMng, I was in tru^ misera- 
Hly poor, bliiHf and naked. This consideration often 
i<e'ndM me sad, in proportion as I appeared to suffer: I 
bectoie the object of respectf\il attention. Glooms, and 
melancholy, were considered as infallible signs of a gra- 
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cifMiB disposition, not only by my father, bnt by all my 
retigiou9 connexioneu One of our preachers used to say, 
he had rather be in the company of a diousand demons, 
than ten laughing persons ! Unfortunately for the main- 
tenance of my standing in the socie^, my sadness was 
not uniform^ and, preserving no medium, I always be- 
came gay in full proportion to my previous depression; 
and, in trudi, cheerfulness was becoming the prevailing 
temper of my mind, and I know not how long it might 
have continued so, if I had not observed, eo my ffreat con- 
sternation, that I was daily loosing ground in the estima- 
tion of my associates. This conviction banished my dan- 
gerous vivacity, and restored my respectability. I now 
sedulously avoided society, and frequently envied those 
who were released from this dangerous world. I have 
often, atler a night of suffering, risen with the dawn, 
and entering the church-yard, nave passed hours there, 
contemplating the happy state of those who were lodged 
in their narrow house, and ardently longod to be as they 
were. Even my father began to fear that I. was rapidly 
declining, and by his consequent tenderness I was beyond 
expression touched. 

I cannot now determine how Ions this frame of mind 
continued, but this I know, that it fasted long enough to 

rin me more reputation, both at home and abroad, than 
had lost; there was such a variety in my feelings, the 
changes in my spirit from sad to gay, from gay to sad, 
were so frequent^ that I had of course fkr more experi- 
ence, than any other person of my age. The young, 
when under awakenings, always resorted to me for com* 
fort and information, while the old hung, with delight on 
my narrations: the prayers of my ^ther obtained due 
credit; the child of so many prayers could onlv be as I 
was. I wmi at this lime about sixteen years of itge, but 
oommenchig life so early, I felt lilcetwenty, and I antici- 
pated fldl the enjoyments which awaitied me. 

About this period, our society was gratified by a most 
unexpected acquisition. A gentlemair of* great fortune, 
who had been a virulent oppbser of the Methodists, be- 
came a zealous convert to tneir tenets, and with his ladr 
joined our couffregation; no event had ever given such 
exultation, such complete satisfaction. They had be- 
longed to the Presbyterian meeting, and their numerous 
ftdndred, worshipping there, continued inveterate adver- 
saries. Between my father and the new convert the 
warmest friendship took place;' and his good lady, who» 
was indeed one of the first of women, became as warmJ^ 
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attached to oar family as her husband. They had been 
converted at the same time; and as new converts are 
always tne most zealous, this good couple, although ad- 
vanced in years, used to rise at four in the mommt;, in 
the depth of winter, and go round among the neighbors, 
in order to arouse them in time to attend morning service, 
which was re^larly at &ve o'clock, winter and summer; 
our house being in the way, they never omitted calling 
upon U&3 my father was not always well enough to ac* 
company them^ but I never failed, and the delight they 
took in me was great. Their family consisted of two 
sons, one older than myself, and one of my own age, and 
two daughters younger than their brothers: for a long 
season tms family, and ours, spent at least a part of every 
day together; they met constantly at church, and had 
beside many private interviews. Mr. Little, the name 
of our new friend, belonged to a class of which my father 
was the leader, and Mrs. Little to my mother's band. 
The classes generally consisted of twelve, beside the 
leader. The band was formed from the classes, and) 
consisted of six, beside the leader. These bands were 
composed of true believers, and of one sex and condition; 
The sinffle women, the married women, and the widows, 
the single men, the married men, and the widowers. My 
mother was a leader of a band of married women. The 
youth, I have mentioned of m^ own age, sought and ob^ 
tained my coniidence; I conceived for him the wannest 
affection, and I had every reason to suppose the attach* 
oient mutual; we passed many delightful hours together, 
and the discovery of our friendship ff ave real satisfaction 
to our parents. The elde^ son adhered to the church, 
the family had lefly and the onl^ daughter who was of 
age to decide, embraced the principles of 4ier parents. 
From our connexion with these worthy people, I derived 
great pleasure; I was much beloved by the principals of 
uie family, and I had great delight in the society of thoit 
children. I have frequently retired with my young friend 
to read, and pray : we had in fact no solitary pleasures. 
It was in the closet of this friend, that I first became ao- 
auainted with Addison, Pope, Parnel, Thomson, and 
ahakspeare; we read those writings together: never shall 
I forget the avidity with which I seized, ana the delight 
with which I perused those authors; I was beyond ex- 
pression fascinated by their numbers; but I thought best 
carefully to conceal this new source of enjoyment from 
my father. The library, to which I thus obtained free 
access was very lexteusive: besides the books already 
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named, it contained much to attract a young mind; noreb, 
essays, and histories, by a frequent perusal of which, I 
was both informed and improved. Thus, in the full en- 
joyment of sweet serenity, glided on many happy months; 
my time was divided between the habitation of my father, 
and his friend. I enjoyed the warm regards of every in- 
dividual of this amiable fkmily, the eldest son except^, 
nor was he a malignant foe; he contented himself with 
making a jest of our devotion, which only served to attach 
us more closely to each other: but, as the affection of the 
youngest son grew for me, it a{ipeM*ed to diminish for his 
brother. This fiict rendered his parents unhappy, and I 
myself was seriously afflicted, lest I should be regarded 
either directly, or iMllreotly, as the source of their inqul- 
etucte. They, however, did not hesitate to impute to their 
eldest son's aversion from religion everything unpleasant 
between their children, and I had crectit for my full share of 
that rcpctitude and correct conduct, to which their young- 
est son was, by nature, so uniformly inclined. It must, 
however, be confessed, that the first-bom was not without 
&ttses of irritation: I was evidently the brother of his 
brother's afSBCtion, 1 was the object of las parents' regard, 
his eldest sister discovered, on all oecasions, a very strong 
partiality for me, and even the youngest, a child of about 
six years oM, made me the confidant of all her little se- 
crets, often hung about my nedt, with infantile fondness, 
while her sweet endearments w«re preoions to my heart. 
It was not then, I repeat, ver^ woodeifhl, if the young 
gentleman, who felt himself aggrieved, bHoM become very 
unhappy i and vetj much my enemy. While i was thus 
consiolered as a child of this fkmily, a young lady, a dis^ 
tant relation of Mrs, Little j was introduced as a vifitor; 
she also' was a Methodist, and of great piety. Myyoune 
friend and myself, were in the parlor when she entered, 
but soou wivhdrewy when we both agreed, she was the 
most ordinary young womaiR< we had ever beheld; she 
was I presume, more than twenly-4ive years <yf age, under 
the common scaxure, of a v<erf sallow complexi6n, large 
features, and a disagreeable- cast in her eye; yet this same 
young lady had not been more than three weeks under the 
same roof with us, before we both became violently in love 
with her. Many days however elapsed, before either be- 
came acquainted with the passion or the other; but I could 
never conceal any thing long, especially ttota this my seO' 
e«d Self; and- on a summer evening, as we pursued our 
iisnal walk through a flowery mesui, on the margin of a 
beautjiurl vivef , both sadly pensive and sighing, as if our 
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hearts were breaking, my friend moumfuliy inquired} 
'What, my dear Murray, afflicts you? why are you bo 
sad ?' I am ashamed of myself, I cannot tell you the eause 
of my distress. ' Not tell me ! would you, can you conceal 
any thing from me?' I felt the full force of a question, 
asked in a tone of endearing sympathy. No, my friend, 
vou shall be made acquainted with ray whole heart; I will 
have no reserves to you; but youy you also are unhappy, 
and I am ignorant of the cause t ' Dejpend on it, I shall 
not hesitate to give you every mark of confidence, when 
you shall set the example.' Well then, my brother, my 
friend, will you not wonder, (and indeed I am myself as- 
tonished) when I assure you, that I have conceived for 
Miss Dupee the stronsest and most tender passion 1 He 
started, appeared confused, and for some moments we 
both coutmued silent. At length, taking my hand, he 
said: * I pity you, from my soul, nor do I blame your at- 
tachment; for, however unattractive in person, who that 
hears Miss Dupee converse, who that has any knowledge 
of her mind, can avoid lovinff her, even as you love her; 
and to prove to you how fully! am qualified to svmpathize 
with you, let me frankly own, that I also love this charm- 
ing woman.' This unexpected avowal greatly afiiicted 
me: I trembled lest so strong a passion for the same ob- 
ject, should eventually prove fatal to our friendship. I 
expressed to this dear, amiable youth my apprehensions, 
when be caught my hand, and with glistening eyes, ex- 
claimed; < Never, my brother, no never shall any thing 
separate between thee and me. By first communicatinff 

Tour sentiments, you have acouired & prior right, which 
will not, dare not invade. No one else shall hear of 
mv infant love; I will not allow myself to see her, but 
when seated by your side; and although I love her more 
than any body I ever have, or, as I beheve ever shall see, 
J never will be the cause of your unhapi>iness.' This 
generosity was truly affecting. I eausht him to my bo 
som; I wept, I even sobbed as I held him to my heart, 
and unaUe to bear his superiority, I exclaimed: No, my 
noble-hearted friend, never will I accept such a sacrifice: 
we are yet to learn for wf^icfa of us her heavenly Father 
has designed this treasure. Let us both, as occasion may 
occur, indulge ourselves in her society, and should the 
event pro^e that you are the highly favored mortal, I hope, 
and believe, I shall willingly resirn her, and content my^ 
self with listening to her heavenly accents. And, truth 
to say, she possessed a most enchanting voice; a most 
fascinating manner, admiraUy caleulatea to gaiA hearti^ 
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«0peeially young hearts, simple, and softened by religion; 
and, what was above all bewitching, she sang the most 
divine of Mr. Wesley's hymns in a most divinely impres- 
sive manner. While, however, we were mutually ac- 
ceding to this wise plan for the disposal of Miss Dupee, 
it never once entered into our heads, that she very possi- 
hky was not designed for either of us. Perhaps few 
youthful bosoms have ever endured a greater connict be- 
tween love and friendship : We experienced both in no com- 
mon degree, but friendship in both our hearts became 
triumphant* The amiable woman continued, for some 
time, decidedly the object of our deliberate election; but J 
had, however, reason to believe ray attachment the 
strongest, for it deprived me of both rest and appetite. 
For the first time I began to tag rhymes: I have sat by 
the hour tosether upon an eminence, whence I could be- 
hold her haoitation, poetizing, and sighing, as if my heart 
would break; I had some reason to believe she had dis- 
covered, and was diverted with my passion; indeed she 
must have laughed at me, if she had not despised me. 
After a long struggle between my hopes, and my fears, I 
ventured to address a letter to Miss Dupee, filled with 
the warmest professions of eternal affection, and conjur- 
ing her, at least to grant me leave to hope. I dared not 
entrust a domestic with this letter, lest it should be dis^ 
covered by my father, for the dread of meeting a refu-^ 
sal from my mistress was not more terrible to my imag i- 
nation, than that my father should obtain knowledge of n j 
temerity. One night, therefore, returning from the so* 
oiety, with fear, and trembline, I put my letter into her hand, 
humbly requesting she would honor it vrith^ secret perusal. 
She took it, and, gypsey as she was absolutely pressed 
my hand, which pressure almost suffocated me with 
transport; I parted from her at the door, and from that 
moment neitner slept, nor ate, till I was cured, radicaUy 
cured. It was upon a Wednesday night, I delivered my 
letter: what did I not suffer from the torture of suspense, 
until Friday evening; nothing could I hear of, or from 
her; I was afraid to go to Mr. Little's, I feared every 
thing, but the thing I had the most reason to fear — ^the 
contempt and indignation of my own father. It never 
once entered my thoughts, that she would communicate ; 
my letter to any one, and least of all that she would ex-^ 
pose me to my fkther; but instead of writing me an 
answer, such an answer as my fond, foolish heart, some- 
times vaitured to expect, she inclosed my very first loy»» 
letter, to the very last person in the world to whom I 



56 LIFB OV A£V. JOiUr MUaRAT« 

should have chosen to confide it! I was at this time de- 
bilitated by the want of rest and food, which, for the pre* 
ce<iitjg fortuigbt, I had rarely taken, and upon this Friday 
evening, as i entered the presence of my father, an un- 
usual dread pervaded m v spirits. It is too true, I never ap* 
peared before him, witnout apprehension; but, upon this 
occasion I was unusually agitated: buthow were nqy terrors 
augmented, when my father, with a countenance of the 
most solemn indignation, ordered me to approach. The sea- 
son of castigation had gone bv; indeed my father was too 
feeble to acuninister corporeal chastisement; but, like the 
Prince of Denmark, although he did not use daggers, he 
could speak them — he could look them. I cannot now 
remember who, or rather how mtmy, were present; my 
mother, and my brothers and sisters of course. My poor 
mother, I am confident, felt keenly for me, altboufh she 
dared not interfere. * Come hither, sir,' said my father; 
< approach, I say.' I drew near, with fear and trembling, 
but yet I knew not why: when, fixing his piercing, pene- 
trating eyes upon me, with a look of such sovereign con 
tempt, as ahnost struck me blind, he began very delib- 
erately to search his pockets; after a pause, which seem' 
ed interminable, out came a letter. I was instantaneous 
ly covered with a most profuse perspiration; I trembled 
and became so faint, that I was obliged to catch at • 
chair for support. But my father coalanued slowly open- 
ing the kiUinff letter, and looking alternately at it, and 
its author, and curling his nose^ as if his olfactory nervo 
had been annoyed by something extremely offensive, he 
again fixed his eyes upon me and tauntingly said: <So. 
you poor, foolish chila» you write love4etters, do you! 
you want a wife, do you?' and, feigning an attempt to 
read it, but pretending inability, he extended it to me* 
saying: *Take it, thou love-sick swain, and let us beajr 
how thou addressest thy Dulcinea.' I burst into tears, 
but I confess they were tears of wrathful indignation, and 
at that moment I detested the lady, my fiftther, i^nd my 
self. ' Go,' continued my father < Go, thou idle boy, d»> 
part instantly out of my si^ht:' and out of his sight 1 
accordingly went, almost wishing I might never agaio 
appear before him. This night I parted with my psissiioa 
for Miss Dupee; I sighed lor an opportunity pf opwr 
ins my heart to my ever faithful friciiid, I expected coi^ 
BoTation from him; and I was not disappointed. S^petXr 
ing the business was the subject of converaatiou im tb< 
house of Mr. Little, I determined to go thither q^o moi:<^; 
with xoy friend, however, I took my usual wi^;; he pf^* 
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celvm] the sadness of my soul, but it was a consolatioD to 
me CO learn, that he was ignorant of the cause: I poured 
tny grief into his bosom, and his indication was un- 
bounded; hatred for Miss Dupee grew in his soul; yet, 
when I knew she had the goodness never to conununi- 
eate my folly to any one, but my father, and this in a irp 
yate letter, I conld not but esteem her. So here rested 
the affair, and I wrote no more love-letters, until I ad- 
dressed the lady whom I married. Though I was not 
by this torturing business exempted from la belle pas* 
sion, yet I was prevented by my fears from its manifes- 
tation. In fact it was not until I was in a situation to 
make an election, as I supposed for life, that I was again 
condemned to strugi^le with a sentiment so imposing, as 
that which had occasioned me so much vexation. Many 
fair faces attracted, and for a time fixed my attention, 
and I sometimes looked forward to the brightest, purest 
scenes of domestic felicity, which were however as vision- 
ary, as could have been conceived, in the pericranium of 
the most confirmed lunatic. 

The religious melancholy, so pleasing to my father 
agahfi took possession of my mind; once more at early 
dawn I haunted the church-yard, frequently repeating to 
myself, 

* The man how Uest, who, sick of gaodr aeenei, 
Is led by choice to take bis iaYoiite walk 
Beneath death's gloomy, silent cypress shades. 
To read his monuments, to weigh his dust, 
Visit his vaults, and dwell among the tombs.' 

The intervening hours of public worship, on Sunday, 
were passed by me at church, in appropriate meditation 
and prayer: the solemn stillness of the place aided my 
aspirations, and r^idered me abundantly more gloomy; 
but the versatility of my disposition still gave me to 
emerge, and I was then prc^xirtionably vivacious. In this 
zigzag maimer I proceeded, gaining something every day, 
while I enjoyed a fii^ state of health, and the happiness 
of bein^ much beloved by a Large circle of respectable 
connexions. I still continued to cultivate my euden; it 
was the beat in the ]^aee, and being seen and admired by 
many, my pious brethren were apprehensive it would be- 
come my iool; but we all have our idols. Mr. Wesley 
was the idol of the many. One evening at a love-feast, 
when the whole society were assembled, a pious sistei, 
while narrating her exxieriences, looked earnestly at Mr. 
Wesley, vekemefitly exJclaimed: ' Q ! sir, I consider my 
4 
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•(flf as much indebted to God for you, as for Jesus Christ. 
The whole company were greatly surprised, and, as I 
believe, expected Mr. Wesley would have reproveti her 
for this speech; but it passed, without any then expressed 
observation. The ensuing day it became the subject of 
animadversion, when I undertook to defend her, by re- 
marking, that as she never could have had any advantage 
from Jesus Christ, if she had never heard of, and believed 
in him; she certainly was as much indebted to Almighty 
God for sending Mr. Wesley, through whom she obtain- 
ed this redeeming knowledge^ as for the Saviour, in whom 
she believed 1 ' 

My close eonnexion with my youn^ friend, although 
very pleasant to my social propensities, subjected me, 
nevertheless, to some pain. He was indulged with more 
pocket money, ^han I could command; and although he 
considered his stipend never so well employed, as when 
it contributed to my convenience, yet, aisliking depend- 
ence, I had recourse to methods of obtaining money, 
which did not always please me; I sometimes borrowed, 
and .sometimes solicited gifts from mv mother, which I 
did not find it easy to repay. It would have been well if 
neither my cmnpanion^ nor myself, had been in the habit 
of spending money; we derived there-from no advantage; 
it introduced us into company, where we were apt to 
forget ourselves; it is true we were never inebriated, but 
we were often gay, and, for religious characters, too much 
off our guard. This dear youth was not, like me, habitu- 
ated to religion, he was not early disciplined by its most 
rigid laws; I could with abundantly more facility turn 
aside with him, than he could pursue with me the nar- 
row path, in which I had generally walked. We became 
gradually too fond of pleasures, which would not bear 
examination; yet they were such as the world denomina- 
ted innocent, although thejr strongly impelled us to grati- 
fications disallowed by rebgion. We were now fast ad- 
vancing in life, and, with all the enthusiasm of youth, wo 
were planning schemes for futurity, when lo^^l my pre- 
cious, my earfy friend, was seized by a malignant fever, 
which soon deprived him of his reason. I was on the 
verge of distraction, I entreated permission to tarry con- 
stantly by his bedside; the progress of the disease was as- 
tonishingly rapid, and in a few days this dear, this amiable 
youth, whom I loved as my own soul, expired in a strong 
delirium ! Every one reffretted the departure of this young 
man, every one sympathized with his parents, and many 
extended pity to me. I was indeed beyond expreoiioB 
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wretched; it was the &8t calaa^ty of the kind, which T 
had ever been called to suffer, and my agonies were in 
full proportion to the strong affection, which I had con- 
ceived for the deceased. Society no longer possessed a 
charm for me, and yet the par^its of the dear departed 
never willingly permitted me to ^uit their presence; in- 
deed, the love they had borne their son, seemed to be en- 
tirelv transferred to me; but their sufferings were incal- 
culably augmented, when, in a few succ^ding weeks, 
their eldest and only surviving son, fell a victim to the 
»mne fatal malady, which ha9ul deprived them of his broth- 
er ! Never before did I witness such sad and heart-af- 
fecting sorrow: a gloomy religion is always increased by 
scenes of melancholy, hence the horrors or my mind were 
beyond description. £very tldng I had done, every word 
I had uttered, not strictly conformable to the rule of right, 
returned upon my mind with redoubled terror, and in the 
midst of these agonizing fears, I was violently seized by 
the same fever, which had destroyed my friend. I was, 
upon the first appearance of this mortal disease, exceed- 
ingly alarmed, but in a few hours it prostrated my reason; 
my mother appeared to me as a stranger, and although 
I recognised my father, I was not afraid of him. I un- 
derstood every thing whi<^ was said by those about me, 
and I suffered much in consequence of their expressed 
apprehensions and predictiona: and I have often thought, 
that attendants in the chamber of sickness do not sufficient- 
ly consider the situation of the suffering patient, or the 
possibility, that the freedotn of their remarks may aug- 
ment his depression. I continued to linger, in the' mi£t 
of extreme torture, through many weeks; and so high 
and unremitted was my delirium, that my parents, from 
a persuasion that, should I be restored to health, my rea- 
son was forever lost, were reconciled to my departure. 
One particulu- I consider as astonishing; eveiy thing, 
which passed in iny mind through the whole of this pro- 
tracted delirium, I can to this day recollect as well as any 
event which has taken place in any part of my life. Con- 
trary to the expectations of surrounding fhends, I was 
gradually restored to perfect health, when I became still 
more endeared to the parents of my deceased companion; 
they would have laid me in their bosoms, gladly cherish- 
ing me as the son of their affection. The old gentleman 
visited my father every day, and his lady was equally- 
intimate with my mother. I wept with them, I prayed 
with them, and* ^^^^ ^^X ^^^ mutual attachment ac- 
quired new energy. They expressed their wishes to my 
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fiitberj that I dhooid became afmrmanent resMentin their 
fiunUy. My father apparently terrified, waa unquaUlied 
in his reje(^onl it would injure me by too hig^h-raised ex- 
peotationa, it would give me indulgenoea fatal to my future 
peace and happioesa. For myself, I had recently enter- 
tained an ejtalted opinion of my father; and for his re- 
peated, and, as I once believed, severe chastisements, 
^atitude flowed in my bosom; consequently I was not 
inclined to act contrary to his wishes in any respect, and 
he had sufficient address to avoid offending his friends. 
In fact. So exalted waa their opinion of his wisciom, and 
piety, that they would have considered it criminal to cen- 
sure him. 

I was now t^ very ^shadow of my father: I visited, it is 
true; but it was alwa|rs under his guardian care. He be- 
gan to derive pdeasure fiK>m conversing with me, and 
our satisfaction was mutual: fertill, however, I experienc- 
ed, in his presence, mere of reverential awe, than £lia] 
tenderness; yet I ffoined more from his society in the 
last six months of his existence, than I had for many pre* 
ceding years. His gradual decline, at length, rajudly ad- 
vanced; snddeidy he became too much enfeebled to go 
abroad; his fliends, wiio were nwnerons, visited him 
frequently. Mr. litlle, and lady, were afanoat constantly 
with hun: they conmtvlated hmi, tluit God had heard 
his prajfera, uid gmii himascm to tui^y his place, 
when iie should be ealled home: this, indeed, he consid- 
ered as a great consolation, (men with tears of pleas- 
ure has he wept over me, soienaraljr consecrating me by 
fervent prater and devout :supplication. His devotional 
exercises, m las family, were continued until the last 
week of Ms existence; even when his voice was ao low, 
that he could scarce artieulate a word, we were drawn 
around him, when in whiapera, as it were, he would in the 
most moving manner, address die throne of grace in 
our behalf; and for me, as his first-born son, his orisons 
were still more frequently offered up, and always with 
tears. For many years my father had lost his apprehen- 
sions of death; but he alvniys suffered more or less in the 
dread of dying. The takmg down the house of his 
earthly tabemade, — ^the agonies of diaaolving nature, — 
these anticipaticms frequently apnalled his soul. We 
had got into passion week; ray fattier was taken from his 
bed every day, until Good Friday, when it was impress- 
ed upon his mind, that he should be with his Redeem- 
er upon Easter Sunday, He indirectly commnnicated 
this assurance to my roodier; commandbig ne to be im 
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mediately smmiioned to his presenc<%) wheo he thus ad« 
dressed me: * My son, the object of my souls' affection, 
for whom, during many years, I have wept and prayed, 
you see your weeping, praying father, now totally unable 
to utter a prayer, nor shall I ever pray in this dear family 
again* Let me, my dear, before I leave you, have the fe- 
licity of seeing, and hearing you take upon you the char- 
acter you will very speedily be called to sustain; let me hear 
you pray in the family, before I depart. ' There was Bome* 
thing terrible in the thought of his departure, though we 
had for many years been taught to expect it, not only by 
his declining health, but by bis conversation, which had 
rendered us familiar with death, I cannot remember a 
day, on which he did not, on his lirst appearance in his 
family of a morning, say, ' Blessed be God, we are one day 
nearer our eternal rest:^ yet the thou^t of assuming his 
place in his family, in kis presence; this was more terrible 
to me than death itself. I became convulsed; a cold per- 
spiration was diffused over my frame; my father saw my 
agony, and bidding me sit down, took my hand, and ad- 
dressing me in the language of sympathy, most affection- 
ately, most tenderly said; * You have, my poor boy, often 
addressed your heavenly Father, and have not folt abash- 
ed: ought you to venerate your feeble, earthly father, more 
than the God who made you ? At the throne of grace I am 
upon a level with my son, and I need redeeming mercy as 
much as yourselfl Let me, my dear child, be blessed with 
the privilege of seeing, and hearing you, in your new, and 
highly respoiuHble character, this night.' I was dumb, I 
could not speak: my mother was requested to summon 
the family. * Come,' said my father, ' come near me my 
children^ God is about to remove from you your father, 
your supplicating father; but my God, your God, will 
never leave you, nor forsake you. He will give you, in 
your brother, a friend, a guide, a father; you must con 
sider him, when I am gone, as in my stead; you will unite 
with him in prayer, you will follow his direction, and God 
will alMindantly bless you together. My prayers on his 
behalf are graciously answered; they will, my beloved 
children, be answered on your behalf also: for He, who 
hath promised, is faithful, your father hatn proved Him 
faithfuL Our God is indeed worthy to be trusted. His 
service is perfect freedom; serve the Lord, my children, 
and be happy; obey your dear mother, strengthen the 
hands of your brother, and felicity will be your portion.* 
He would have proceeded, but weakness prevented: re- 
covering himselr, he called upon me to make good kn 
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oxpectations; I kneeled down by his bedside in oottvul* 
sive agony, my mother kneei.iig upon the opposite side 
my brothers and sisters forming a circle which 8urrounr> 
ed it, while the domestics kneeled near us. I prated, 1 
wept, I audibly sobbed: while my, only not divine, father, 
was in exstacy. When I had iinished, ' Now, O Lord/ 
he exclaimed. Met thy servant depart in peace, for mine 
eyes have seen, for my ears have neard, tor my heart has 
felt thy salvation. Come near me, my darling boy.' 
instantly I ran, and again I kneeled by his bedside; ho 
drew my head to his bosom, he wept over me, but his tears 
were tears of transport, when, laying his dying hand upon 
my head, he thus fervently supplicated: * O thou. Almighty 
God, who hath thus blessed, greatly blessed thy poor ser- 
vant : Thou who hast been my God, and my guide, even 
unto death, bless, oh ! bless this son, with whom thou hast 
blessed thy feeble supplicant: Give him thy supporting 
presence through lile, direct him in the way he should 
go, and never leave him, nor forsake him: Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, thou covenant-keeping God, bless, bless, 
O ! bless this lad — ' Here his heart swelled too big for ut- 
terance; after a few moments, reeovmng himself a lit 
tie he mildly requested me to place him properly in his 
bed. I was beyond measure shocked to see wnat a skele* 
ton he had become, his bones in many places through his 
skin. It was my wish to tarry with him through the 
night, but I «ould not obtain permission. ^ Go, my dear 
son,' said he, < go to rest, and the God of your fathers be 
ever with you.' This was the last time I ever heard his 
voice; berore the morning dawned, I was summoned to 
attend not a dying, but a deceased parent, whose value, 
until that agom^dng moment, I had never sufficiently ap* 
predated. My mother continued by his bedside, over* 
whelmed by sorrow; the slumbers of my father were 
nweet, calm, and unbroken, until near midnight, when she 
perceived he was awake, and believing him to be speak 
mg, she inclined her ear to his lips, and heard him say 
while his heart, his full heart, seemed neaiiy bursting* 
* The souls of believers are at their death made perfectly 
holy, and do immediately pass into ^lonr; bat their booUes, 
being still united to Christ, do rest in their graves till the 
resurrection.' After a pause, he resumed: <At the res- 
urrectibn, they shall be openly acknowledged, and ac- 
quitted in the dajr of judgment, and made perfectly bless- 
ed in the full enjoyment of God through eternity: Bless- 
ed, perfectly bless — * Bletsed. he would have said, but 
tMbrea&edno more. When I approached the bodaf 



daatb, I b«hdd the remakM of tkc di^Mited nmt, pn- 
ciaely in the position in which a few hours before I had 

E laced him. Not a sinffle attuggle had the dear appre- 
ensive man^ during uiose expiring moments, which, 
tiurough his whole life, he had expected would be produc- 
tive of such extreme torture. He slept in Jesus, in full 
confidence of a glorious resurrection. 

From this hour, until the interment, our house was 
thronged; but of all our numerous friends, who by their 
presence expressed their G^mpathy, no individuals ap- 
peared more deeplv affected than my future patrons, Mr. 
and Mrs. Little. My father was very dear to Mr. Little; 
he mingled bis tears with the widow, and her orphans. 
It was unnecessary to tell me I had sustained an irrepara- 
ble loss: my heart, my pierced heart, was every moment 
making the avowal ; I could now fuUjr appreciate my father's 
worth; 1 felt I was bereaved, miserably bereaved; left to 
myself, and I knew myself well enough to justify the 
most spiriuwounding apprehensions. 1 retired to my 
chamber, to my closet, secretly indulging my overwhelm- 
ing sorrow, and if I ever experienced the fervor of de- 
votion, it was then, when, throwing abroad my supplica- 
ting hands I petitioned the God of my father to be my God 
also, entreating that he would ^aciously vouchsafe to 
preserve me from myself, my str\fid atlf: all the hard, 
undudful reflections, which I had secretly tolerated 
against this good, this honored man, while he was en- 
during exqoisite snfl^rings for the purpose of preserving 
me from evil, rushed upon my recollection, ana an innate 
monitor seemed to say: 'You may now, ungrateful boy, 
go where you j^eaae; the prying eye of a father will no 
more inspect your conduct.' It was now, in these mo- 
ments or torture, that my father, as it should seem, first 
became known, to me. It is true, he was severely good, 
his conscience was indeed sorehr tender; but, as far as he 
knew, he performed the will of God, at least in as great 
a measure as he was able, and when he believed himself 
deficient, as he almost always did, it gave him ffreat pain 
The uniform sancti^ of his life commanded tne respect, 
the esteem, the affection, and even the veneration of all 
who knew him. He possessed an uncommon shure of 
natural alJlities, and his acquirements were rerv re- 
spectable. He had read much; History, Natural Philos- 
ophy, Poetry, these were all familiar to him; but the 
sacred Scriptures, and books of devotion, were his de- 
light. Human productions constituted his amtuemenif 
but the word of God was bis/90c^. He was so acute a 
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reason er, that it was difficult to gain any advantage over 
faim in argument; yet he was easily provoked, but imme- 
diately sensible of error; every deviation from propriety 
was marked by tears. He had so much seif-commana, 
as never to strike a child in a passion; this he denominat- 
ed a ^Irmoniac sacrifice; he would ^»* correct the angry 
man. hut however peinful the act, he never omitted 
what he conceived it his duty to bestow. He was a very 
tend4'<'*-hearted man, and his prayers were rarely nnac- 
comptinied by tears. He mourned vnth the mourner 
for he was himself a man of sorrow. Being for the 
last nineteen years of his life a confirmed invalid, he way 
constantly and fervently looking toWardii^hls heavenly 
home — sometimes vnth impatience, when, correcting him- 
self, he would say, 'Well, well, heaven is worth waiting 
for; one hour, passed in the courts of my God, will be a 
rich remuneration for all terrestrial sufferings.' 

It is the custom in Ireland, when any person of dis- 
tinction or respectability is ctdled out of time, to watch 
around their remains, night as well as day, until the body 
be entombed. The remains of my father were affection- 
ately attended, but they were attended in an uncommon 
manner; as he differed from others in life, so these last 
honors differed from those usually bestowed. The 
morning immediately succeeding his demise, our friends 
and neighbors assembled in our dwelling, when Mr. Lit- 
tle thus addressed them : 'My friends, it has pleased God 
to take unto himself the soul of our beloved brother: as 
he lived, so he died, a pattern of excellence; we know, 
we feel, that he has not led his equal. We unite with 
this dear familv in sensibly lamenting the departure of 
our experienced friend, our ffuide, our comforter.' Here 
he mingled his tears with those of our attendant friend. 
After a long pause, he proceeded : * Fellow mourners, the 
i^atest respect we can pay^ to the remains of our inesti- 
mable, our heavenly ^iae, is to pass our time together in 
this house of mourning, not only for him, but for oiir^ 
selves, in the way which would be most pleasing to him, 
were he present; we will therefore appropriate our hours 
to reading, and to prayer. One of our brethren will ad« 
dress the throne of grace, after which I will read a ser 
jnon, the production of Mr. Erskine, whose writings the 
dear departed was remarkably fond.' The prayer, the 
sermon, the concluding prayer, deeply affected every one; 
and the evening witnessed a renewal of these pious ex- 
ercises. Thus were our nights and days devoted, until 
the interment. On that, day the throng was prodigious. 



Tile wo«Ui^ Um i^od actiauB of n^ father, were the 
theme of many a tongue ; his praises were echoed, and 
re-eohoed, while team of sorrow moistened many an eye. 
Every one bore in hia, or her hand, to the gravely ard, a 
sprig of bs^s, which, after the body was deposited, was 
thrown over tbe^eoffin. But no words can describe my 
agonizing, my terrific sensations, when I reflected upoq 
the charge which had devolved upon me. I remember- 
ed my father's words, on the evenmg jureceding his exit, 
and I felt myself reduced to the necessity of assuming his 
place in the family} but how much was I to sutler by 
oomparisoa with lum, whose place I was appointed to 
fill: yet, had I wished to avoid enterw^ upon my office, 
my mother, the friends of my father^ would have borne 
testimony i^^aiost me. They thronged around me, they 
entreated me immediately to take charge of the family, 
and to commence my amueus task by devout supplica- 
tions to Almighty 6od I complied with their united 
wishes; but no tongue caxt utter, no language can delin- 
eate the strong emotions of my soul^ agam 1 was convuls- 
ed, again I agonized; the whole family were inexpressi- 
bly imected. Jt was the most melancholy eveniog I had 
ever experienced; but my benighted spirit was sudden- 
ly refreshed, by a ray of consolation, emitted by the 
eheering hope, that my father^ God would be my God, 
and that the fervent prayers he had offered up, in my 
behalf, wenild be answered in my favor. I was encourag- 
ed too by my nopather, and by the iiiends of vof father^ who 
besought the Lord in my behalf and were daily reminding 
me of the interest, which my deeeased parent, unt^uestion- 
aUy had with the prayer-beamng. God. 

¥et, although soothed, and greatly stimulated, my new 
employment continued to distress and Appal my spirit. 
The conviction of every day assured me, tnat I was un- 
equal to the arduous task I had undertaken. My mother 
was my ever^readyaid and counsellor; but my brothers 
and sisters always remembered, that I was not their fa^ 
ther; and they wove highly displeased, whenever I pre- 
sumed to exercise over them paternal authority^ jet this 
I belieyed to be my duty, and, that I might be m every 
thing like my father, I took up the rod of correction, se- 
riouuy ^chastisiog wy brother, for the purpose of restor- 
ing him to the narrow path, from whidi he had wander 
ed. But, although I had learned of my father to use the 
rod, I never could make it answer the same purpose; in 
my hand, it only served to increase the m4 itliecaniB tha 
sigMd of mvolt; «n4> while my brother contmu^ incor* 



46 tiw£ or KST. JOHv utmnir, 

rigible^ my other brothers, and my sisters, enlisted on hu 
side. My mother, dear honored sufferer, was ex- 
ceedingly distressed; she had in fact a difficult part to 
Act; she was fearful, whichever side she mi^ht espouse, 
would, by creating new irritation, make bad worse, and 
yet, upon an occasion so interesting, we would not allow 
hiir to be silent; she must positively attend to our appeals. 
But however arduous her task, she possessed discretion 
sufficient to meet it, and to produce an ultimatum com- 
pletely satisfactory to all parties. 

She replied to our remonstrances, by a request to be al- 
lowed until the evening, succeeding our complaints, for 
serious deliberation. The interesting eveninff came, 
* Come my children, all equally dear to my soul: come, 
the doors are now shut; this is the time of evening ser- 
vice. There is the chair, which your pious, your affec- 
tionate father, once filled. Can you remember the last 
time he addressed you from that seat. Let me, my dear 
children, let me repeat, as well as my memory will per- 
mit, what he said to us the last time he addressed us from 
tliat chair. * Come,' said he, * come near me, my child- 
ren,' when, folding his arms around your elder brother, 
and pressing him to his bosom, while shedding over him 
abundance of tears, and pouring out his soul in supplica- 
tion for him, he most affectinglv said: M am, my dear 
child, hastening to that heaven, for which I have so long 
waited. For you, ever since you were bom, I have wept 
and prayed; graciously hath my God inclined his ear to 
the voice of my supplication. He hath blessed me, by 
ffiving me to see you, before I die, prepared, by divine 
favor, to take my place; I leave you, my dear son, to act 
a father's part, wnen I shall be here no more; let your 
mother, your brothers, and your sisters, receive from you 
that attention, and care, they can no more obtain from 
me; but, although I shall be no more with you, your God, 
your father's God, will never leave nor forsake you. Nay, 
mj^ own beatified spirit may obtain increasing felicity, by 
being sometimes permitted to behold the order and har- 
mony of my beloved family, while collected before the 
throne of grace, with the love of God and love of each 
other glowing with divine exstasy in every bosom.' It 
was then, my precious children, that your devout fatli«r 
clasped you separately to his bosom; you remember how 
he tnen spake to you: ' I go, my beloved children: yon 
will no more hear my voice from this chair; I shall rni 
more be able to pray with you, to advise, or to dir«r. 
yott. But, my children, I leave with you a brother^ nrli 
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will perform to jon toe part of a father; I leave him in 
my place; it is my commaDd, that he tread in my steps, 
lis far as I have proceeded in the path of justice: «nd, my 
dear children, I conjure you to attend to his directions. 
The eldest son was, of old, the priest in the family of his 
father; and if you love me, if you love your mother, if 
you would prove your love to God, or even to yourselves 
contribute all in your power to strengthen the hands of 
your brother.' xou remember he then embraced each of 
you, and wept over you; and I pray you to remember^ 
that you then solemnly promised, to perform all which 
your dying father directed you to perform. Perhaps the 
saint may be at this moment beholdinc us, in this very 
spot, in which a few days previous to his departure out 

of time, he so affectingly, so tenderly admonished us 

My mother paused, as if influenced by sacred awe of the 
presence she had supposed. We audibly wept; we rush- 
ed into each other's arms, we embraced each other, and 
so long as we continued together, our affection, our piety, 
and our devotion were uninterrupted. 



CHAPTER II, 



Record conUnuedf until the Author't Departurtfivm JBrdand* 

Laonch'd from the shore, on lifers rough ocean toit| 
To my swoll'n eye my star of guidance lost: 
Tom, from my grasp, my path-directing heun, 
While waves, succeeiding wares, my prospects whelm. 

Bt the malpractices of the second husband of my ma* 
temal grandmother, a large share of my mothers patri- 
mony passed into other hands. I aocicientallv obtained 
intelligence of some fraudulent proceedings of the sreat 
personage, by whom it was then holden. We did not 
possess ability to support a prosecution for the recovery 
of our rights. Some time aner the demise of my father, 
the person, who resided upon the estate, was sued for 
rent; to this person I communicated in confidence, what 
I knew to be fact. I assured him, the great man who 
retained the estate had no legal claim to it; and I advised 
him not to pay the rent. He followed my advice, and th« 
bosiBess came before a court of judicature. The geatle 



man, who sued the tenant, summooBd rae, as a witness* 
to prove that the tenant had occupied the house: the speci 
fied nnmber of years; thus I was unexpeclediy present at 
the trial, and the interference of Providence produced a 
result, far beyond our most sanguine expectattons* The 
tenant denied the risrht of the landlord to demand the 
rent, alleging, that if he paid it to him, he might here- 
aflerbe compelled to ps.yit to another. ^To whom?' 
interrogated the court. < To Mrs. Murray and her child- 
ren, to whom the estate in question properly belongs. 
I was called upon for an explanation, and I boldly pledg 
ed myself te prove the truth of the testimony delivered by 
the tenant; adding that I covdd make such a statement, 
as W4>uld render toe affair abundantly clear to their hon- 
ors. I was immediately silenced, by the lawyers upon 
the opposite side, who m*oduced a deed of the contested 
property, eigned^ sealed, and delivered; I then requested 
the indulgence of the honorable court, while I observed, 
that, as I wa9 net sufficiently opulent to procure council, 
I presumed to solicit permission to plead my own cause. 
Full consent was unhesitatingly granted; when I proved 
to the satisfaction of the court, and jury, that this deed 
was signed, after the death of the husband of my grand- 
mother; and further, that, had the man been living, the 
right of the disposal was not vested in him. I consumed 
a full hour and a half, in unfeldinff a scene of wickedness, 
not to be defended; and I closed, b^ grateful acknowl 
edgements to their honors, for the patience they had ex 
crcised. The jury retired, and speedily rolumed with a 
verdict in favor of the tenant. I immediately entered my 
claim, and a trial commenced, whVJU trrminated in 
my favor; and I not only obtained the house in question, 
but two otbeia, in like circumstances, to the no small sat- 
isfkction of the public, and the mortification of the great, 
man and Ins bwyera. We immediately »<>• possesslo*^ 
of the hodse;. and our utmost gratitude to i*^*t God, wl>f> 
had' interposed for us, was meat; powerfully excited* 
Here i had a very Imcg^, and, in no knig time, a very 
well improved .ffarden; abounding with every thing useful, 
aiidbeaiitilul; heits, fruits, and flowers, in great abund- 
ance; and my ntuation was fnUj adequate to my wishes. 
Harmony presided in our family; but, alas!, gradually, 
as by oonunon consent; we grew more carekss of our 
domestie dutiee, and more attentive to public afiairs; de- 
rivinff a kind of amusement from what was passing abrood, 
which we could not obtain at home. We had many vi»- 
iterv, and consequently we frequently visitadf yet no m 
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dhriduftls were so dear to im, m were Mr. Litil«, and hu 
amiable family. I have repeatedly observed, that both 
Mr. Little and his lady, had, from the death of their aons, 
regarded me even with parental affection; I was only not 
an inmate in their dwelling; and but for the charge, 
which the demise of my father had derolTod upcm me, 
they would not so long have delayed proposals, which 
in a most serious manner, they ttithnatriv made to my 
mother. Mr. Little was rather admced in years; he 
commenced his career w^hout proper^, bm he was 
prudent and indnstrions; his My was equally so: she 
brought her husband no more than one hundred ponnds 
sterling, but she was a portion in- herself. Although un* 
commonly economical, and careful, her charities were 
yet very extensive; she coaM assist, she observed, the 
children of penury, without loss: fbr her resource was 
her own augmented industry. When this amiable couple 
became known to us, they possessed iaunense wealth; 
and they had now but two surviving ehiidren-^danghters. 
We were passing a pleasant evening in their hospitable 
dwelling, throwing the eye of retrospection over past 
fecenes, until our hearts were greatly softened. The de- 
parted sons, the deceased husband, and fadier, passed in 
review; and were alternately the subjects of conversa- 
tion and regret. At length, Mr. Little thns addressed us 
' I have lost my sons, and I have lon| viewed you, my 
young friend, in the stead of mybuned children: it is 
true,! have many nephews, and I am urgently solicited 
to receive one of them under my roof; but I do not feel 
a freedom so to do, although I must absolutely have s<»ne 
one to assist me in the arrangement of my afihirs: and I 
now tender to you, my dear young man, tovou, who 
have so long been beloved by every individual of my fami- 
ly; 1 offer to you, the place of a son in my house, in my 
heart. And if you, madam, will consent, and your son, 
thus sanctioned, will accept my proposal, he shall innn&- 
diately take possession or the anartment of Ins deceased 
friend (my lamented son,) and i shall bless God for thus 
making up my loss. Mrs. Litde, who sat by bathed in 
tears, most cordially united her solicitations: the <^er 
was too great to be rejected, we accepted it with becom- 
ing gratitude, and, what rendered a proposal so liberal 
abundantly more pleasing, was an appearance, on the 
part of our benefactors, of having reeewed instead of 
conferred an obligation. I attended my mother home, 
with mingled sensations of pain and pleasure; pain, from 
the oon»deration, that I was leavinig a family^ which 1 
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had been aocustomed to view as, in a yery tender flense, 
xay own; and with which I should never perhaps in like 
manner again associate: {ileasure, from the reflection, 
that I was entering upon a new scene of life^ from which 
I had a prospect, not <mly of independenbe, but affluence. 
It is true, upon my departure, wnich took place upon the 
succeeding morning, I wept bitterly, so did my widowed 
mother, and her children; and my tears again flowed, up» 
on entering the apartments of my dear young friend, 
with whom I had passed so many pleasing hours. But. 
I was received by my new parents, and sisters, as the 
dearest of sons, and as the brother of their affection. Joy 
soon exhilarated my spirits, and brightened upon my 
countenance: I had the warm congratulations of all my 
friends, for it was noised abroad, that this very opulent 
gentleman had adopted me as his son, and they went so 
far as to add, his son and heir. All this was very pleas- 
ing to me, but the kindred of Mr. Little were of course 
highly irritated, and I became so much the object of their 
envy and their hatred, that, whenever they visited their un- 
cle, without deigning to speak to me, they studiously sought 
opportunities of insulting me. This gave me pain, but it 
dia me no real injury; for, upon every instance of invidious 
conduct toward me, my parental friends, and their fami- 
ly, especially their daughters, studiously augmented their 
testimonies of esteem and affection. 

Afler I had passed some months with Mr. Little, he 
was visited by a young preacher, just entering the sacer- 
dotal character, to whom I was much attached, and our 
friendship was mutual; I was prevailed upon by this 
preacher, to accompany him upon a little journey; I de- 
parted with the sanction of my patron. I had, in the 
societies with which I had been connected, occasionally 
exhorted; and I had been frequently urged by several of 
their preachers to aid them in their' labors. Upon this 
journey I was, if I may so express myself, absolutely 
enmiared; accompanying my friend to the assembled con- 
gregation, with an expectation of hearing him, he put his 
arm under mine, and helping me to ascend the temporary 
pulpit, erected for the occasion, he suddenly quitted me, 
and I was in a manner constrained to speak to the multi- 
tude. Thus, for the flrst time, I preached to a large con- 
course of serious and attentive hearers, in public; and, 
althouffh at the appointed time I returned to my much- 
loved home, I continued, as opportunitjr offered, from 
that time forward, preaching whenever I journeyed, and 
even at home, when necessitated by the absence of the 
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preacher. This made some noise in onr little world; but, 
as it was not displeasing to my honored friends, I was not 
dissatisfied. My inveterate enemies, however, being the 
nearest relations of the family in which I resided, were 
constantly endeavoring to undermine my interest in the 
heart of their kinsman. I was to pass some time in a 
neighboring city, and to render my visit more pleasing, 
my patron, at my departure, furnished me with a sum of 
mone^; this sum I carelessly put into my pocket, without 
exanunation, until calling in my way, upon my mother, I 
discovered, that my patron had, as I supposed, made a 
capital mistake; that he had given me gold, instead of 
silver, I mentioned this circumstance to my mother, in 
presence of one of her neighbors; and vdthout announc- 
ing my design, I immediately returned home, for the pur- 
pose of rectifyinff the error. Upon my unexpected ap- 
pearance before Mr. Little, with information of his mis- 
take, he smiled, and said, that he never kept his gold and 
silver together. ' It was my design,' said he, * to give you 
gold, but I advise you not to throw it away.' I pursued 
my journey, and passed my time agreeably; but whether 
I threw away the bounty of my bene&ctor, I do not, at 
this period, recollect : I only know that I brought not a 
shillmg home with me: in fact, I was never sufficiently 
sensible of the value of money, to retain it in my posses- 
sion. I was received, on my return from this visit, with 
uncommon pleasure; and some time after, ray kind patron, 
taking me into his pnvate apartment, thus addressed me: 
* I need not, n^ (kar, inform you, that you have many 
enemies, and 1 regret to say, that those enemies are 
among my nearest relatives; but, ccmtinuing in the paths 
of rectitude, you will be beyond the reach of their most 
malignant calumnies. Soon after you left home the other 
day, the clergyman, who has recently become the hus- 
band of my neice, called upon me, requesting a private 
audience; and when retirea into this room, he observed, 
that he conceived himself in duty bound to apprize me, 
that I was not sufficiently acquainted with the character 
of the person I had adopted; that he was not honest; that 
he had obtained money from me, to which he had no 
right. ' You gave him, sir, as you believed, some pieces 
of silver, but upon examination they proved to be gumeas; 
this fact I can prove; and if he could thus act, what may 
he not do?' 1 told this officious gentleman, that I had 
really intended to give you gold; but that ^ou, conceiving 
I had made a mistake, forbore to appropriate the money, 
and speedily returned home, for the purpose of makin|( 
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the 4Krauniuiieation. Our dergjrman departed, aiid you 
will easily conceive, not a little humbled. I mention this 
circumBtance to you, my son, to put you upon your guard. 
It is my wish, that, in future you should not be so com- 
municative.' This little anecdote was exultingly repeat- 
ed to me by the good lady, and her daughters, who never 
failed triumphantly to report every little occurrence, which 
-they believed would contribute either to my pleasure or 
my reputation. 

My establishment in this family r^idered me an object 
of envy, even among some of my religious connexionn. 
Objections were raised against my supposed erroneous 
sentiments; I was mcnre thaja suspected of retaining my 
father's Calvinistic doctrines. Mr. Wesley received in- 
formation against me. He set a watch over me; thus 
fixing upon xae the evil eye of suspicion.* A maiden 
aister, -considerably advanced in years, became a depend- 
ent vesident in the family of her brother. Her character 
was marked by duplicity, and she delighted in mischief. 
The tales she propagated were as various, as the parties 
which Uslwiedto her oarratioBs; and all her communica- 
tions were;made under the strict seal of secrecy. Young 
and unsuspecting, I found it difficult to encounter enemies 
of siMsh eppeake descriptions. I had some friends, of 
whose aroction I doi^ted not; with these friends I passed 
much lame, aad leomaMiiiioated to them everv thing, and 
thejT, in their tuca, ocMaoraunicated every thing to me; 
while many circumstances, thus eonfided, were, to my 
great astonishment, in circulation ! My situation became 
uneasy «o me : I was fond of beins in company abroad; 
this was very disfurreeable to my iriends at home; they 
expected in me a friend and eompanion, who would, by 
reading and conversation, give to their fireside new 
charms; and both parents, and daughters, were mortified 
and disappointed. Mr. Little expressed his disapproba- 
tion of my frequent absences, i was hurt, Mrs. Lihtle 
shed tears, and entreated me to chance my conduct. 
^ You have,' said she, ' in this wide world no such friends 

* It nmst efver be the caoae of grief and moitifiestion to the waSly 
liberal phriatian, to find in the condnct of proieasora that want of 
charity which characterized, in this case, that of Itfr. Wesley. 
Though himself in a situation by no means enviable; looked npon by 
many as an enemy of the truth, he nevertheless adopted those mea 
sarea which were calculated to prevent inquiry, and destrov that HIk 
erty of conscience for which he himself contended. Well would it 
have been for the world, and especially for the CMse of Chnat, had 
thix been the last instance of the kind. £ou 
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u we are disposed to prove ourselves; you will be abun- 
dantly more happy at home, than vou can be abroad 
You should supply to us the place of our deceased child- 
ren : we expect consolation from your society. You are 
greatly beloved in this house; your enemies are not under 
this roof. For God's sake, if you have any regard for us, 
If you have any regard for any of your friends, if you 
would secure your own happiness, or the happiness of 
our mother, do not thus conduct.' Thus, with many en- 
treaties, did this dear, affectionate lady, endeavor to ar- 
rest my wanderings; and, while attending to her friendly 
lectures, my best resolutions were in full force, and I de- 
termined never to offend again. But going out to meet- 
ing, one and another of my religious connexions would 
take me by the arm; I could not avoid engagements; and 
when I returned home, every individual of the family, 
Miss Little excepted, had frequently retired to rest. This 

food girl waited to apprize me of her father's displeasure, 
iuch did she expostulate; and her expostulations were 
not always unmingled with tears. My mother was rend- 
ered extremely wretched: I saw the gathering storm, but 
I had not sufficient fortitude to abide its ravages. My 
enemies derived consolation fVom my indiscretion, and 
my infelicities daily augmented. Whenever I was cen- 
sured, 1 was rendered more abundantly unhappy; and 1 
formed a serious resolution to quit both the family of Mr. 
Little, and the country, and to seek an asylum in my na- 
tive place — England. For many days I continued obdu- 
rate, no remonstrances coiild influence me; I must abso- 
lutely commence a traveller — I must go to England. I 
bad no object, yet I must depart for England — I could not 
tell why, indeed. It was believed, 1 was distracted. 
AVfaat, relinquish fortune, and such connexions, and such 
a prospect? — ^for it was generally believed, that I was to 
be united in marriage to Miss Little. Nay, her father 
was informed, by his kindred, that I was absolutely clan 
destinely seeking to gain the affections of the young lady; 
and that they beiiev^ I was already in possession of her 
heart. But Mr. Little gave no credit to this report; he 
knew, that my evenings were passed abroad, and that 
this was the only source of dissatisfaction. It happened^ 
however, one evening, when I had been out late, and he., 
according to custom, retired to rest, I found, on my rcmm 
home, Miss Little waiting in the parlor, for the purpose 
of making a communication, which she conceived would 
be of consequence to me. We sat some time in a con- 
versation, by which we were mutually interested; sht 
5* 
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. made kfiown to me the invidious remarks of her uncle*, 
and aunts, and their displeasure at her, for not uniting 
with them in tlieir sentiments j she dwelt upon the grief, 
which my inattention to the wishes of her parents occa- 
sioned them; and, upon this part of her subject, she be- 
came a0ected even to tears. I also was greatly affected, 
and for the first time in my life, taking her hand, I im- 
pressed upon it a kiss of fraternal affection; when to our 
freat astonishment, her father entered the apartment, 
[ad we seen a spectre, we could not have been more ap- 
g ailed. He stood for some moments speechless, until 
xing his eyes indignantly on my face, which was cer- 
tainly covered with confusion, in a very pointed and sig- 
nificant manner, he said, ' So, sir! ' and, taking his 
daughter by the hand, he conducted her from the parlor, 
leavmg me to my own reflections. Words are inadequate 
to a description of my agonies, during the residue of that 
night. An idea of Miss Little, in any other character 
than that of a very dear sister, had never crossed my 
mind; yet suspicion was now furnished with a weapon 
against me, which would abundantly enforce the reports 
retailed to Mr. Little, by his kindred. I have often won- 
dered, that, at an age so susceptible of impressions, I did 
not become more warmly attached to Miss Little: 9he 
.was a most lovely and amiable young woman; and she 
<>ertainly gave me every reason which a modest, delicate, 
and sensible female could j^ive, to believe she was not 
absolutely disinclined to listen to a talo of love. My 
apathy can only be accounted for, by a recurrence to an 
K, 4in questionable fact; m^ heart was wholly engrossed 
^ by my religious connexions. I passed this memorable 
night in my chamber, vidthout entering my bed. I de- 
scended the stairs in the morning, with the feelings of a 
malefactor: I dreaded the sight of every one in the house^ 
Mr. Little saw me, but spake not to me; Mrs. Little ad* 
dressed me in the language of kindness; their daughter 
was not present, and I am persuaded she was not reduced 
to the necessitv of feigning indisposition, sa a pretmiee 
for absence. After breakfast, Mrs. Little in a whisper, 
directed me to retire into the back parlor, where sh« 
would speedily jbin me. With tremblmg dread I obeyed^ 
she soon appeared, the abutters were closed, just Ught 
enough to see her, and be seen by her; I saw she naJ 
been m tears: she was a most kind-hearted lady. I could 
not speak; she conmianded me to be seated: I drew a 
chair for her, and another for myself; she sat down, and 
I seated myself by her. After a pauae, she began : ' TeU 
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jne, I conjure you, tell me, -what I oogbl to iiBdentand 

by the appearances of this morning? answer honesUj the 
questions i shall put to you: but I know your answen 
will be literally true. My poor girl is very much dis- 
tressed; her father is very reserved, and very sad; he 
will make no reply to my Inquiries, and my child is also 
silent. Tell me, 1 repeat, what b the matter? ' I came 
home late last night, madam; no one was up but Miss 
Little, who, like an affectionate sist^, informed me she 
bad something to communioate to me, with which I 
ought to be acquainted: I listened to her, till I became 
greatly affected with what I heard, and, deeply sensible 
of her goodness, we were mingling our tears, when thus 
thrown off my guard, I regret to say, that I am apprehen- 
sive I committed an unpardonable offence; I am mortified 
while I confess to you, my dear madam, that I had the 
boldness to press to my lips the dear hand, which seemed 
extended to rescue me from indiscretion; but indeed, my 
dear lady, it was the first time I ever dared to take so 
great a liberty, and I would give the world I had not then 
been guilty of so much temerity. At the moment Mr. 
Little entered, I felt as if I should have sunk under his 
indignant glance; Miss Little was greatly discomposed, 
while her father, with a voice rendered tremulous by an* 
ger, significantlv said-^'So, sir!' — and conducted his 
daughter out of the room. This, m^ dear lady, is the 
whole I know of the matter; I fear, Miss Little will never 
forgive me, for crea/titg* her so much distress: I had in* 
finitely rather be dead, than a&ve; I dread the eye of Mr. 
Little, and it is my opinion, I ought immediately to quit 
your hospitable mansion. ^ Alas ! my dear child, I know 
not what to say; you believe you ought to qu«t us! 
Would to God you had never thus thought, lins per- 
suasion is the source of all our unhappinese. How often 
have I told you, that no enemy oould ever injure you. If 
your owa conduct was uniformly correct* You have 
de^iy wounded a heart that oves you. I promised my 
st^lf, that you would become a large addition to our do^ 
niestic felicity. But you are apprehensive you have of* 
fended beyond forgiveness Alas ! my daughter is more 
d^tressed for you, than for herself; you know not how 
much she 1ms suffered on your account; you know not 
how much we all suffer! Why, my dear child, will you 
thus afflict your best friends? ' I am» my dear madam, 
grieved to have been the source of so much distress to 
persons so dear to me; but I shall shortly be out of the 
way of offending any one. ^ What do you mean f * Tu 
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quit this house, to quit this country. The dear lady 
threw her maternal arms around me, and with flowing 
tears interrogated: * Is it thus you will avoid offending 
us? Ah, my dear child, how little do you know of us, 
or of yourself. For God's sake, let me persuade you not 
to take so rash a step ! Where would you go, what 
would you do? Would you leave a home, an envied 
home, and thus, while you afflicted your dearest friendSj 
gratify your malignant foes? ' But, my dear madam, it is 
impossible I can continue under this roof. Mr. Little 
will not restore me his confidence: my felicity in this 
family is fled, forever fled, *You are mistaken, your 
happiness rests entirely with yourself; b^ but uniformly 
dispreet, be but the companion we expected, when we 
adopted you, and all will yet be well.' But, madam, ihe 
eye and ear of Mr. Little will now be open against me, 
suspicion will be on the alert, and he will accept the tales 
of my enemies, as testimonies of sacred writ. * Believe 
it not; think no more of this untoward business; you 
have but one enemy who can essentially injure you, and 
that enemy is yourself. I will be responsible for my fami- 
ly; you shall not be molested in this nouse, only convince 
us, that you love us; do but prove, that you are more at- 
tached to us, than to any other individuals, and we are 
satisfied. Do but reflect, how delightfully we might pass 
our time together. The business of the day closed, and 
we assembled In the parlor: you with your book, we 
your admiring audience, until we are sununoned to sup* 
per; then, afler you have closed our serene day by an ap- 
propriate, and anecting address to the God who created, 
and who has hitherto preserved us, we retire to an early 
pillow, soothed, and gratified, our sleep cannot but be re- 
freshing. Why, what a paradise would our abode be> 
eome. But, my child, when you pass every evening 
abroad, you know not what a melancholy group you ren 
der us. We aro dumb, our countenances are sad; our 
silence is sometimes broken by Mr. Little, who ques- 
tions in anger, ' Where is our young gentleman to-night? 
any soeiety but ours ! ' Then follows a heavy sigh : * Well, 
let us go to bed, it will be late before he returns; but 
this will never do.' < We dare not open our lips, but my 
cirls mingle their tears with mine.' Greatly moved by 
these observations, I sincerely repented of my past oon« 
duct; and I determined I would, in all things, conform 
•nyself to the wishes of my parental friends. I beheld 
•he family picture presented before me, bv the dear lady; 
1 behekl it with rapture, and I dedaively said: yes, ia- 
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deed, my future evenings shafl all be devoted to aftauiy 
flo eharmingt and thus will my days be passed in peace. 
I promised the dear ]ady, solemnly i promiaed, that I 
would be all she wished; and I communicated to .her 
bosom inexpressible delight. I le£l her in tears, but tbey 
were tears of rapture: I retired to my chamber; I threw 
myself upon my knees, I supplicated jMurdonof my heaven- 
ly Father, and, with a devout heart, i implored tim sup* 
porting aid. A petition to my Creator always possessed 
the potent power of refreshing my soul; 1 was gireatly re- 
fresned, and I looked forward with renewed eomplacency. 
In a few hours, I was summoned to dinner; at the door 
of the dining-room, I was met by Mr. Little; no cloud 
rested upon his countenance; I entered the diainff-room, 
where were seated my charming, my faxthftil friends; 
the mother and her daughters; their countenances were 
animated, but their ^es bore testiraonv to thek previous 
agitation : our isiierview, and hour of cuning, vrere highly 
gratifying. It is true, nmsy words were not uttered, but 
Uiere is, in the eospreasive eye and other inteUigeBt fea- 
tures <]f a fine countenance, a fasciiuttion which dwelleth 
not in words. Soon after dinner my little firieDd, the 
oiuigest daughter of my patreo, visited me in my chanw 

r, and bestowed upon me numy caresses. 

Halcyon days and months new revolved: i ibndly fan- 
cied I had surmounted every d^iculty, and I anticipated 
a succession of delightful enjoyments; yeta^ain I expe* 
rienced the satiety, oonseouent upon ofte unvaried routine. 
He, who had appointea me ror a life of wandering, 
gave me a di^osition -Which relucted at the constant 
recurrence of the same scene; I ventmred to pass one 
evening abroad; another, and another succeeded, i was 
severe^ reflected upon, and 1 feh it keenly; conscious 
of menting reproacm, I was the more deeply wounded. 
I had been recently conversant with a young pmaoher 
from £ngland; my imagination was &red; the vrorld 
oould not have longer detained mo; I condemned my-« 
self for wasting so much time; my heart, my seal was> 



in England, in JLondon. Let the world bestow ha cen* 
sures, Xiondon was the place, it contained every thmg do 
lightfnl; I was on tiptoe to be gone; if I was not ap^" 
proved by the family, so much the better, there would 
be less ingratitude m quittinff it. My dear maternal 
friend once more sought, ana obtained a private inter- 
view; this I wished to avoid; she saw my rekictanee, 
and was convinced she shoold not succeed. She re- 
ptfoaohedne: this, though painful, I oould, bear better 
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thaa her tenderness. 'Then you irill lea e us,* said the dear 
lady. I am determined. 'You will repent it, sir: you 
will return with sorrow, and with shame; when, possibly, 
you may not find these hospitable doors open to receive 
you.' Never, never, I will die first. She paused, she 
raised her hands to heaven, she looked— merciful God, 
I see her now before me: the impression of her vary- 
ine countenance was unutterable; tears coursed each 
otner down her pallid cheeks. Pausing for a few mo* 
nients, she said: 'Poor unhappy youth, you know not 
what you are about, where you are goinff, and what you 
are doomed to suffer. Here, then, en& all my pleas- 
ing prospects; now indeed 1 have lost my sons; poor Anna, 
she has now,. in truth, no brother. Go, unhappy youth, 
go, the sooner you depart, the better; I do not wish to 
see you again.' She left me, nor wiU I attempt a de- 
scription of my sensations. I retired to my cnamber, 
my chamber now no more; I wept, I audibly sobbed. In 
imagination I beheld the beloved friend, by whom it was 
once occupied; he seemed to upbraid me for my conduct; 
how torturing were the pangs I suffered. Upon the eve- 
ning of this sad day, my cherub friend entered the cham- 
ber, and for the last time, during my abode therein; pret- 
ty soul, she threw her arms aroiwd my neck, my face was 
wet with her tears: she told me, that her sister was very, 
very sad! On what occasion, ray love? 'Why, papa is 
very, very angry with you : and she says, you are going 
away to-morrow, she knows not where, and that she 
shall never see you again; and she walks about her chann 
ber, and wrings her hands, O! dear, O! dear, I never 
saw her so much distressed before !' This was a truly 
affecdng night, but it was the last I passed under that 
roof; I was not summoned to breakfast: a servant came 
to ask, if I would breakfast in my chamber, ther« could 
be no doubt of my negative. I saw by the countenance 
of this domestic, that I was fallen. About twelve o'clock, 
I received a message from Mr. Little, he was alone; I 
must attend him. My sufferings were great. To meet 
his eye was abundantly worse tnan deaui: I endeavor- 
ed to avoid it. Sometime elapsed before he spoke; he 
repeatedly attempted to speak, but mingling ffrief and 
rage arrested his utterance. At last he said: 'Well, sir, 
you are going to commence your travels?' This, with 
the manner in which it was spoken, relieved me. It was 
at that moment my choice to cherish resentment, rather 
than regret. I am going to England, sir. ' You are; 
well, and what are you going to do there? But this is 



no ^uflinest of mine; yet, I suppose it must be my busi- 
ner 9 to know, how you are to get there; have you any 
money, sir?' No sir. * Hold your hat, sir.' I did so, 
and he threw into it as much gold as he pleased, and, 
as I then believed, as much as would, support me, if 1 
should reach the extreme age allotted to man. * Have 
you enough, sir?' Yes, sir, quite enough, and God for- 
ever bless you. ' Do you hear, sir, leave behind you 
my son's fowling^iece, and here ends my air-built cas- 
tle;' and with a nushed countenance, and a tearful eye, 
he lefl me, nor did I ever more cross the threshold of 
his door. I turned my back upon this once delightful 
home, with mingling emotions of sorrow, mortification, 
regret, and anger; all combining to produce unutterable 
anffuish. My frame trembled, as I turned from the door; 
a chilluess pervaded my heart; sickness seized my stomach, 
and I had just sufficient presence of mind to turn the 
contents of my hat into my pocket-handkerchief, when 
I sunk down upon the steps of the first door in my way 
I was seen, and noticed by the people of the house, who 
conveyed me into their dweUing, and, when they had 
recovered me, questioned me respecting the cause of 
my indisposition. I related, with my usual frankness, 
every particular, and in a short time, the story circulat- 
ed, and with all the variations commonly attached to 
interesting articles of intellij^ence. I was soon sufficient- 
ly restored to reach the residence of mv mother; where 
a new scene of sorrow awaited me. The poor sufferer 
was beyond measure astonished at the step I had so 
rashly taken, and her distress was unutterable: she had 

Eromised herself a long series of enjoyments, from the 
appy arrangements made for me;* and I suspect she con- 
templated, at no very distant period, a union between 
Miss Little, and myself; and her consequent agony, when 
she learned, that I had not only abandoned my home, 
and those flattering prospects, but that in consequence 
of my fixed determination to repair to England, she 
was to lose me, perhaps forever; tne torture of her mind 
was, as I said, beyond the reach of language : but neither 
her tears nor entreaties, strongly enmrced by those of 
my brothers and sisters, could ^r a single moment shake 
my resolution. Whatever barriers might oppose my 
wandering steps, to England I must depart; I saw, or 
seemed to see, the sacred shade of my father, first re- 
proaching me, and then soothing me to a compliance 
with the wishes of his mourning family; and, by the 
anguish of my feelings, my soul was harrowed up: yet 
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still, obdiimte fts I was^ I eontinaed inflexible. I codld 
not endure tOr see, or be seen, in the vicinity of the abode 
which I had quitted: and I made immediate preparations 
for ray departure. I tendered to itiv disconsolate mother, 
the money I received from Mr. Liittle, not a penny of 
which she woukl accept: * No, my beloved child, if you 
must launch out upon the wide ocean, into a world of 
which you know bat little, you will find this sum, lar^e 
as it is, far short of your exigences. Through your filial 
exertions, I am established in a dwelling, far beyond my 
most sanguine expectations, or even wishes; and, from 
your well-timed efforts, I derive many other advantages: 
and if my God is about to deprive me of my son, i 
doubt not. His goodness and mercy, which have hither- 
to followed me, will still be manifest, both in my provi- 
sion, and preservation; and in that of my helpless child- 
ren.* My heart seemed ready to burst; conscience whis- 
pered, I was acting wrong, very wrong; yet even this 
conviction could not induce a relinquishment of my plan; 
an irresistible impulse seemed hurrving me on. Many 
instances, striking instances, in my long and wearisome 
life, combine to prove, that the way of man is not in him- 
self; I at least, have experienced the truth of this sacred 
testimony. As the time of my departure drew near, my 
feelings were still more keen. My mother, my brothers, 
my sisters, my friends, renewed their tears and entreaties: 
I could not stem a torrent so mighty, and I determined I 
would abide with them. But it was the determination 
of the moment, extorted by the mournful supplications 
of all wtio were dear to me; and when they ceased to 
urge, 1 resumed my former resolution^ and my mother, 
from early life devoutly religious mildly resigned her- 
self to an event which she considered inevitable. * 1 
see,' said she, * supplications are ineffectual; now I am 
indeed a widow !' Starting at the desolate term [widow] , 
so mournfully uttered, I hastened to rajr chamber, and 

Frostrating mj^self before the throne of Almighty God, 
seemed as if I were struggling with the agonies of dis- 
solving nature. I would infinitely have preferred death, 
to a separation so exquisitely torturing. I besought the 
God or my father to have compassion upon me, never 
to leave nor forsake me; and while thus humb}y, and 
faithfully soliciting the Father of my spirit, renewed af- 
fiance grew in my bosom, and a voice seemed to say, 
* Go, and lo I am with you always.' Calmly reposing 
upon this assurance, I retired to rest; I quitted my pil 
low on the succeeding morning, wonderfully refreshed. 
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It was on that morning, that I met, fbr the last time, in 
the place of tiay dear, confiding father, his disconsolate 
family: it was indeed a time ot orayer. My heart ad- 
dressed the Father of mercies; 1 confessed, with great 
sincerity, my manifold errors; and I petitioned for a con- 
tinuance of unmerited kindness: I beseeched God to look 
with pity on a poor, destitute, nelpltess being, commenc- 
ing a journey tnroug^ a world, with which he was un- 
acquainted. I entreated our God, in behalf of my suf- 
fering mother, and her helpless orphans, that He would 
constantly abide with them; and tnat he would vouch- 
safe an answer of peace to the many prayets, offered up 
in their behalf, by the husband and parent, now in glory 
My mother, was dumb; she saw the hand of God in 
this business, and she believed, that, as a sparrow fall- 
eth not to the around without our heavenly Father, I 
could not thus leave my pleasant home, and wander I 
knew not whither, except the Lord directed. And, em- 
bracing me, when on the eve of my departure, she af- 
fectingiv said; * Go, my first-bom, my ever beloved son; 
go, and may the God of your father be with you : Go, 
my darling son, on whom, while coming up from this 
wilderness, I fondly meant to lean; but &od will not al- 
low me to lean on any but himself: Go thou, ever dear 
to my heart, and may our God be still near you, to 
preserve you from the evil, which is in the world. 
The prayers of your afflicted mother shall be contin- 
ually oflfered up m your behalf; and ohf my son, al- 
though we part, never perhaps to meet again in this 
world, yet let us meet every day before that throne^ 
whence we may expect grace to help in every time of 
need; let us be present in spirit, thus waiting upon the 
Lord. She then threw her fond maternal arms around me, 
once more pressing me to that dear, that fiiithful bosom 
wncnce I drew my early nourishment. With tears of 
fono affection she bedewed my face, and again drop- 
ping iipon her knees, she once more lifted her stream- 
ing e>rjs to heaven in my behalf, when starting up, she 
hastentsd to the retirement of her chamber, and instantly 
closed tne door. I stood like a statue; I could not move; I 
was almost petrified with sorrow. But from this state 
of stupeta« eion I was roused by the burst of sorrow, 
and loud lamentations of my sisters; I turned to the 
dear girls; I wept with them, and endeavored to give 
them that consolation which I did not myself possess 
But, hasteniiAg from this scene of sorrow, thiere was one 
pang which ] calculated to escape. The youngest child, 

6 
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a beautiful little boy, who bore the name of my father 
— 4weet cherub — I dreaded seeing him, and determined 
to spare myself this torture; but as I slowly, and pen- 
sively passed from the house, believing that what was 
worse than the bitterness of death had passed, this love- 
ly little fellow crossed my path. Sweet innocent, thou 
wert playful as the frisking lamb of the pasture; totally 
ignorant of the agonies, which wrung the heart of thy 
brother. He ran to me, clung around my knees, and 
looking wishfully in mv face, affectingly questioned — 
* Where are you going''' I could not reply, 1 attempt- 
ed to move on, he took hold of my garn^ent; ' Let me 
go with you? shall not I go with you, urother?. He 
uttered these questions, in a voice so plaintive, that 
he pierced my very soul. Surely, had it been possible, I 
should even then have relinquished my purpose. It 
was with difficulty that J extricated myself from this 
supplicating infant. I would have hastened forward, 
but my trembling limbs refused their office; I caught 
him in my arms, i pressed him to my aching bosom, and 
but for a burst of tears, which came seasonably to my 
relief, the struggles of my heart must have choked me« 
I left him — ^yes, i left this youngest of my father's child- 
ren, this dear object of my soul's affection, this infant 
charge, committed to my care, by an expiring father: 
I left him in the act of innocent supplication. I left 
him when I should, with a thousand times less of suf 
ferin^, have quitted the clay-built tabernacle of my spirit; 
nor had I aught in prospect, to compensate the sorrows 
to which I voluntarily submitted!! Surely, there is a 
hand unseen, which governs the human being, and all 
his actions; I repeat, truly the way of man is not in himn 
self. Few sufferings could surpass those which, upon 
this occasion, I endured: My bitterest enemy could not 
have censured me with more severity, than I censured 
mj^self, yet I passed on; no friend could urge my return 
with more energy, than did the emotions of my own 
afflicted heart, yet I passed on. True, I passed on 
slowly; a frame, enfeebled by mental agonies, is not 
moved without difficulty. I had sent my trunk on in the 
waggon, to the city of Cork, where I purposed to take 
passage for England; and with my staff in my hand, I 
passed on, my eyes fixed on the ground not wishing to en- 
counter any human eye : It was with much difficulty, I at- 
tained the summit of a steep acclivitv, where, spent and 
weary, I sat me down. From this lofty eminence, in full 
perspective outspread before me, was the place from 
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which I had departed; my eye eagerly ran over the whole 
scene. Upon a gentle ascent, directly opposite, em 
bosomed in a thick grove of ash, sycamore, and fruit trees, 
appeared the lovely dwelling of my mother. Behind this 
eminence, still ascending, was outstretched that garden, 
in which, with great delight, I had so oflen labored: 
where I had planted herbs, fruits and flowers, in great 
variety : and where, as my departure was in the month 
of June, they all flourisheid in hiffh perfection. It was 
only during the preceding year, mat I had added to my 
stock a large number of the best fruit trees, in the fufi 
expectation of reaping the reward of my labors, through 
many successive seasons. In those tall trees, the cuckoo, 
the thrush, and the blackbird built their nests; and at 
early dawn, and at closing eve, I have hung enraptured 
upon their melodious notes. My swimming eye passed 
from the garden to the house; there sat my weeping, my 
supplicating mother, at that moment, probably, uniting 
with her deserted children in sending up to heaven pe- 
titions for my safety. I turned to the right; there tow* 
ered the stately mansion, I was bid to consider as my 
own; there dwelt the matron, who hoped I should have 
been unto her as a son, and who had cherished me as 
such; there dwelt the charming young lady, whose vir« 
tuous attachment might have constituted the solace of 
my existence. The tear of sorrow, the sigh of disappoint- 
ment, no doubt, bedewed their cheeks, and swelled their 
faithful bosoms: And oh! I exclaimed, may the balm of 
peace, may the consolations of the Holy Spirit, be abun- 
dantly shed abroad in your hearts. 

As thus, from scene to scene, my eager eye vfith teaiv 
ful haste had wandered, my heart reiterated its unuttera-* 
ble agonies; and, as I considered my situation as resem- 
bling that of the father of mankind, when driven from 
the paradise, to which state of blessedness it was decreed 
he never was to return, I would ffladly have laid me down 
and died: I would have given the world, had it been at 
my disposal, to have reinstated myself in the situation, 
and circumstances, I had so inconsiderately relinquished; 
but this was impossible, and this conviction^-vjiow terrible. 
I wept, I sobbed. Despair seemed taking up its residence 
in my bosom. I fled from the scene; again I turned: one 
more look; I wrung my hands in agony, and my neart 
spontaneouslv exclaimed: Dear, ever dear parent, once 
more farewell; dear, much loved sisters, brothers, and 
thou sweet innocent, thou smiling, thoughtless, and there- 
fore happy babe, once more farewell; and you dear see* 
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ond parents, mnd thou sister of the friend of my soul, wkb 
the beauteous ch^ub, whose infantile caresses, while pour- 
iug into my ear the interestiag tale, were as balm to my 
wounded spirit-^^farewell, Oh ! farewell forever ! and you, 
ye many kind, religious connexions, with whom I have of- 
ten wept, and preyed, and joyed, and sorrowed, once more 
1 bid you adieu; adieu ye flowery walks, where I have 
spent so many happy hours; ye thick embowering shades, 
reared by these hands, ye health-restoring herbs, ye sweet 
delicious fruits, ye fragrant flowers, receive my last fare- 
well. Still I lingered-^-still I ffazed around, and yet again, 
another look — His past, and lam gone forever, I turned 
from the view, and have never since beheld those charm- 
ing ecenes. I wonder much my agitated spirits had not 
insured a fever; but God preserved me, and leading my 
mind to the consideration of scenes beyond the present 
state, I was enabled to proceed, until I beheld, in per- 
i^ective, the spires of the opulent city, which 1 was ap- 
proaehing. The opening prospect, with the additional 
sound of a fine ring of bells from Shannon steeple, a 
church standing on an eminence upon the river Lee, the 
bells of which are heard at an iuunense distance, gave a 
new tone to my mind. I had many friends in the city of 
Cork, and I endeavored to derive c<Mksolation from their 
unquestioned attachment. I had frequently preached in 
Ais city, and I had reason to suppose my labors had been 
acceptable. In the city of Cork, my paternal grandmoth* 
er, with her daughter, my aunt Champion, and her child- 
ren, still lived. My society would be sought, and I should 
again be engaged in preaching; these considerations less- 
ened the weight of affliction, by which I had been sorely 
pressed. I arrived at the mansion of my grandmother 
some time before sunset, and I was very joyfully received; 
but when I had communicated my plan, the countenances 
both of my grandmother, and my aunt, decidedly evinced 
their displeasure; they censured me with severity, and I 
keenly felt their rebukes. I assured them, I came not to 
solicit aid; and rising from my chair, I bade them formal- 
\y adieu, quitting their presence, and their house. The 
eldest daughter of my aunt, a very beautiful young lady, 
and as good as beautiful,whose heart was formed for pity 
and for tenderness, followed me down stairs, and entreat- 
ed me to continue with them, but her well-designed in- 
terference was ineffectual, I had been severely censured, 
and I could not bear it; I could have borne it better, if it 
had been umzierited. I left my lovely cousin in tears, nor 
did I again see, or hear from any individual of the family, 



UDtU one evtmng after I had preached in the Methodist 
Church, my grandmother advanced, took my hand, and 
requested I would attend her home : I confess I was de 
Ughted with her condescension; for my mind had greatly 
suffered from the reflection, that I had given pain to the 
dear and respectable mother of my deceased father. 1 
accompanied her home> and we passed a happy evening 
together; both my grandmother, and my aunt, addressed 
me in strains the most soothinjif; they poured into my 
lacerated mind the oil and wme of consolation; they 
confessed themselves convinced, that the ffood hand of 
God was in my removal. ' You are, said the pious lady, 
' you are, my dear child, under the guidance of an Om- 
nipotent Power; God has designed you for himself; you 
are a chosen instrument to give light to your fellow men; 
you are, I perceive, ordained to turn many from darkness 
unto light, from the power of satan, unto God, and the 
Lord will be with you. The God of your father will 
bless you, and make your way prosperous before you; 
look no more, then, to what you. have left behind, but 
look forward in faith, always remembering, that God*s 
workB of providence are his mo$t holy, vfucy and powerfid, 
preserving and governing all his ereatwres^ ana aU theif 
actions. Do not, I say, reflect upon yourself; I confess, 
I was wrong in censuring you; God's way is in the great 
deep, we ought to acquiesce in all the dispensations of 
our Creator. You, my dear son, are as clay in his hand; 
God is as the potter, who will do with you as seemeth 
good in his sight. Who can resist his will?' Thus did 
this dear lady speak peace to a mind, that had not, for a 
long season, received such strong consolation. 

I was urred, while in the city of Cork, to relinquish my 
purpose of ^oing to £n|[land. The Methodists solicited 
me to repair to Limenck, where a preacher was much 
wanted; but nothing could seduce my thoughts from my 
native island. I frequently mixed in company, where re- 
ligious disputes ran very high. The doctrine of election, 
and final perseverance were severely repcobated : but 
election, and final perseverance, were fundamentals in 
my creed, and were conceived by me, as the doctrines of 
God. Yet I was aware, that an attempt to defend prin 
ciples, so obnoxious, would subject me to the censure, 
and ill treatment of religious enemies, and I had experi- 
enced, that religious enemies were the most to be dread- 
ed : Yet, as I could not be silent, and as I dared not dis- 
semble, I contented myself with observing, that I had 
been accustomed to hear my respectable father speak in 
6* 
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faror of those doctrines. Bat' akfaough, ia my piiUac 
labonB, i never asserted aught that could expose me to 
censure, yet I was more than suspected of Calvkiism^ awl 
consequent resentments were eniorced against me. My 
residence in the city of Cork was thus i«adered unpleas- 
ant, and my impatience to embark for £ngla«id was 
augmented. I was, however, obliged to continue two 
weeks longer, during which period, I endeavored to live 
as retired as possible, avoiding controversy, and devoting 
my time to my grandmother imd a few select friends, it 
was during my protracted residence in this city, that the 
celebrated Mr. George Whitefield arrived there, upon a 
vidit. Of Mr. Whltefield I had heard much, and 1 W€is 
delighted with an opportunity of seeing, hearing, and 
conversing with so great a man. He was the first Cal^ 
vinistic Methodist I had ever heard, and he became very 
dear to me; I listened with transport. The principles 
early inculcated upon my mind were in full force, and for 
Mr. Whitefield I conceived a very strong passion. He 
appeared to me something more than human : I blushed, 
at the view of myself, as a preacher, after I had attended 
upon him; yet 1 had the temerity to preach in pu^its, 
which he had so well filled! and I secretly resolved to 
enter into connexion with him, if 1 should be so happy as 
to meet him, after my arrival in London. I had many 
delightful opportunities in private circles with this gentle- 
man; he was a most entertaining companion. But, as 
Mr. Wesley marked him with a jealous eye, he dispatcb- 
ed, by way of escort, two oi his preachers, in whom he 
particularly confided, who diligently followed the grea^ 
man, fVom place to place: he was of course, upon every 
occasion, closely watched; and his facetious observations, 
and frequent gaiety, were, by these*«pies, severely censur 
ed, as descriptive of unbecoming levity. In fact, eveiy art 
was called mto action, to prevent the affections of the 
people wandering. from one reformer to another; yet, while 
gentlem^i, in connexion with Mr. Wesley, were contin- 
ually upon the alert against Mr. Whitefield, he himself 
evinced not the smallest inclination for opposition, or even 
defence; he appeared perfectly content with the enjoy- 
ments of the day, rather prefering a state of independence, 
to an intimate connexion with any sect or party. His 
choice, at that time, was decidedly the life of an itinerant, 
and be then evidently shrunk from the cares, and embar- 
rassments, attached to the collecting, building, and re- 
pairing churches. And never, I believe, did any man in 
public ]ile enjoy more: he was the admiration of the 
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many, and aa object of the wanneflt affiMtion in those 
social circles, in which it was his felicity to mingle. The 
pleasures of the table were highly zested by Mr. White- 
^eld, and it was the pride of his friends to procure for 
him every possible luxury. The pleasure I derived from 
this gentleman's preachmg, from his society, and from 
the society of his mends, contributed to lessen ike weight 
of melancholy, which depressed my spirits on my depar- 
ture from home. I recollect an evening, passed with him 
•at the house of one of Mr. Weslev's preachers, who had 
wedded a beautiful young lady of family and fortune, only 
daughter of a Mrs. , who possessed a very large 

estate, kept her chariot, her ci^ and her country house, 
and entertained much company; many persons were 
collected, upon this evening; I was charmed with every 
thing I saw, with every thing I heard. I had loug admir- 
ed &e master of the house; his lady I had never before 
seen; she was the object of general adulation; her person 
was uncommonly elegant, and her face daazlingly beauti- 
ful; she had reoeived a t«t^^, as well, as a fMhionable 
education, and she was mistress of all the. polite accom- 
plishments. She had three lovely children, with minds 
as well cultivated, as their time of life would permit. I 
threw my eyes upon the happv, the highly favoured 
husband, the amiable wife, the fascinating children, the 
venerable lady, who gave being to this charming wife, 
mother, friend. I beheld the group with rapture; for 
envy, as I have elsewhere observed, was never an ingre- 
dient in my composition, and I hung with a sort of chast 
ened pleasure, upon the anecdotes furnished by Mr. 
Whitefield; the whole scene was captivatingly entertain- 
ing^, and highly interesting; I was ready to wish the night 
might endure forever. Alas! it was but one night; 1 
never B&Gt entered that house: Happy would it have 
been for me, if I had never seen it. How mysterious are 
the wavs of heaven! this evening, upon which I was 
so highly gratified, was the remote cause of my suffering, 
manv years afterwards, ^eat and very serious inquie- 
tude I lefl the house of my friend, Mr. Trinbath, ex 
pectmg to have seen him again and again; I lefl him an 
object of envy to many; but I never saw him more, nor 
did he, poor gentleman, long continue the object of envy 
to any one. 

This was the last night 1 spent in this city, in this 
country. The v«;ssel in which I had ensaged a passage 
to Bristol, was now ready for sailing; I had only time, 
upon tho morning of the ensuing day, to bid a hasty adieu 
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to my grandmother, and her family, with a few other 
friends; to receive their blessings, and to depart. 1 took 
my place in the vessel at the wharf, some of my friends 
accompanying me thither; I spoke to them with my eyes, 
with my hands, mv tongue refused utterance. 

The beauty of the surrouiMling scenes, in passing from 
the city to the cove of Cork, cannot perhaps be surpassed, 
A few miles from the city stands a fortress, then govern- 
ed by a half brother of my father. I beheld it with a hur 
mid eye; but the vessel had a fair wind, and we passed 
it rapidly. I retired to the cabin; my too retentive mem- 
ory retraced the scenes I had witnessed, since first I 
reached Hibemia's hospitable shore; they were many, and 
to me interesting: reflection became extremely painful, 
yet it was impossible to avoid it; and while I was thus 
retrospecting, the vessel cut her way through Che harbor; 
we had reached the cove, we were on the point of leaving 
the land. I jumped upon the deck, I threw my eyes over 
the country I was leaving, which contained all that was 
near and dear to me, either by the ties of blood or friend- 
ship; all, all were drawn up in order before me; it was 
another parting scene. Yet I cherished hope, I might 
again return. Alas! alas! this hope was delusive; it was 
an everlasting adieu. Dear country of guileless and 
courteous manners, of integrity, and generous hospitality, 
I bid you adieu; adieu ye verdant hills, ye fertile vallies, 
ye gurgling rills, which every where cross the path of the 
traveller; ye delicious fruits, ye fragrant flowers, ye syl- 
van scenes, for contemplation made— «dieu perhaps for- 
ever. Here ends the various hopes and tears, which 
have swelled my bosom in a country celebrated for the 
salubrity of its air, the clearness of its waters, the richness 
of its pastures, and the hospitality of its inhabitants, 
where no poisonous reptile could ever yet procure suste-> 
nance 
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CHAPTER IIL 



Arrival in England, and further ProgreB9 of the tnestpc' 
rienced TrateUer. 

Hail, natire Tale, for deeds of worth renowned, 
By Statesmen, Patriots, Poets, Heroes crowned; 
For thee, my frieads, my weeping fhendi, I leave, . 

To thy blest anna, thy wandering ion receive. [ 

I NOW began a new era of my melancholy life. Losing 
sight of land, I again retired to m^ cabin: aJas! 'biuy 
thought was too busy for my peace.' Launched upon 
the mde oeean, I was speeding to a country, my native 
country indeed; but a country, in which 1 could boast 
neither relation, nor friend, not 9ven a siacle acquaint- 
ance. I was quitting a country, in whieh I nad both re- 
lations and friends, with m^ny pleasant acquaintances: 
yet this consideration did not much depress me; ior al- 
though my heart was pained, exquisitely paijaed, when 
I renected on those I w^s leaving, yet I was in raptures 
at the thought of EnffUnd, I pcomised myself every 
thing pleasing in Engiajotd; yet, m my most visionary 
moments, I could not name a J^ouree, from which I could 
rationally expect establishment^ or even temporary gratifi- 
cation. Several gentlemen were in the cabin, who took 
kind notice of me; they asked me no questions, ik> I wm» 
not embarrassed; but they contrSi)uted to render my paft-< 
sage agreeable, which, however, was very, short; fi)r the 
identical passage, which, when I accompanied n^ father, 
consumed full nine weeks, was now performed in three 
days; but, exempted from those fears, and that nausea, 
which sometimes afflict fresh-water sailors, I was rather 
pleased with the ramdity of our passage. We dropped 
anchor in Bristol cnannel; i was charmed with an op- ■ 
portunity of going ashore at Pill, and once more greeting 
the good old lady, that had many years before, so tenderly 
compassionated jne when I returned, as one from the 
dead, to my offended father. Alas! she was no more: 
this was a disappointment, but I was in England, ana 
every thing I saw, swelled my throbbing bosom to rap- 
ture. 1 was determined on wsUking to Bristol, it was on- 
ghve miles, and through a most enchanting country. 
. what transport of delight I felt, when, wlith the en- 
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suing morning, I commenced my journey. The birds 
sweetly carolled, the flowers enamelled the meadows, the 
whole scene was paradisiacal. It was England. But 
where was I going? I knew not. How to l^ employed? 
I knew not; but I knew I was in England, and, afler 
feasting my eyes and ears, I seated myself upon a verdant 
bank, where the hot wells, (so mucn celebrated as the 
resort of invalid votaries of fashion, who come here to 
kill time, and to protract a debilitated existence by the 
the use of the waters,) were in full view. Here I began 
seriously to reflect upon my situation, and to attend to 
various questions, proposed by a certain invisibley my in- 
ternal monitor, who thus introduced the inquiry. * Well, 
here you are in England what are you to do f ' God only 
knows. ' Had you not better apply to Him for his direc- 
tion and protection?' Cenainlv, where has my mind 
wandered, that I have not thus done before? The emo- 
tions of my heart were at this moment indescribable. 
When I last gazed upon these scenes, my prudent, vigi- 
lant father, was at my side, to guard me from evil; now 
I had no guide, no counsellor, no protector! *0 yes,* 
said my monitor, ' you have the Creator, the Father of 
.your father, He wiU be your God, and your guide: He 
will be your protector, your counsellor, your preserver; 
He will provide for you, and, if you apply to Him, He 
will make your way plain before, you.' My heart, sof- 
tened and cheered by these consoling suggestions, instant- 
ly began its supplications; there I prayed, and there I 
remembered Jacob upon the field of Padan-aram: I com- 
mended myself to the care of the God of Abranam, of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, and I added to these names, the name 
of my own father. Thus, by unbosoming myself to the 
Author of my existence, was my spirit greatly refreshed. 
It is very true I wept, fireely wept, but my tears were tears 
of luxury ; and I went on my way rejoicing, in a hope which 
gave me, as it were, to tread air. I reached Bristol at 
early dinner: I entered a tavern, inquiring if I could be 
furnished with a dinner. They saw I was a stranger, 
and from Ireland. The master of the inn was from the 
same countrv; he soon discovered I was a Methodist, and 
being acquainted with those religionists, he invited them 
to visit me, and I was consequently introduced to many 
of the Methodists in that city. It may be thought stranj^e, 
that, as I had been so much engaged among the Methodists 
in Ireland, being one of their approved preachers, I did not 
take the steps necessary to introduce me among that clasi^ 
of people in England. But, besides the jealousy whiclr 
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hod taken place in the minds of my religiouB brethren, on 
account oi my attachment to the doctrine of election, 
which made me resolve to quit Mr Wesley's connexion, 
and unite myself with the adherents of Mr, Whitefield, I 
wished for liberty to act myself, without restraint. But 
on being introduced, I was soon engaged; attended their 
meetings, and private societiA, and was admired and 
caressed, and consequently tarried longer than I had pro- 
posed, deriving, from every social interview, abundant 
consolation. Upon the evening previous to n^ depar- 
ture from Bristol, I was urged to visit a society a few 
miles from the city; it was a pleasant walk; several of 
both sexes were assembled, they were neat in person, and 
correct in manners, and they were all Enflish. I was 
charmed, and, being in good spirits, I was thought excel- 
lent company; I was then a stranger. They were high- 
ly pleased; I was requested to pray; I did so, and we 
mingled our tears. 1 was solicited to continue amonc 
this people, but my wishes all pointed to London — and 
to London I must go. I parted with my new acquaint- 
ance with regret, for I was as much pleased with them, 
as they appeared to be with me. Bemg prevailed upon 
to t&rry dinner the next day, I did not leave Bristol until 
the afternoon. I then departed alone, determining to 
proceed as far as Bath, and take the stage for London, 
upon the eusuing morning. As I passed over one of the 
most charming roads in £ngland, and alone, I had not 
only time for reflection, but my reflections were pensive 
ly pleasinff: I was advancing towards the metropolis: 
fiitherto I had experienced the goodness of God, and I 
Indulged the most sanguine hopesu My heart was greatly 
elated; I beheld the surrounding scenes n^ith rapture; I 
was not wearied by my walk, it was only sixteen miles 
from Bristol, to Bath: the fields stood thick with com, the 
valleys, burdened with an uncommon load of hay, seemed 
to laugh and sing, and the birds, in their variety, were, 
as if hynminff the praises of their Creator, while the set- 
ting sun heiffntened the erandeur, and gave the finishing 
touches to tne scene. My feelings were indeed highly 
wrought. I proceeded near the margin of a beautiful 
river; two hay-makers were returning from their toil; I 
addressed them, and, in my accustomed manner, I ex- 
pressed my delight, and my gratitude. < These,' said I, 
m a strain of rapture, * These are thy glorious works, 
Parent of good; Almighty Father, thine this universal 
frame; these wonderous fair — surpassing wonder far-— 
thyself how wonderous then ! ' Tears gushed in my eyes, 
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«s I thus expressed the transport of my soul. The men 
were astonished, yet they seemed pleased; I asked them 
the name of the river? They replied, *the Avon, sir.* 
Then, said I, it flows through the native place of Shaks 
peare. Shakspeare, who is he?' A writer, I replied' 
wondering at myself for mentioning his name; but I 
ihoiij^lU of Shakspeare, ai!d I have ever been accustomed 
to think loud; the thought was an addition to my plea- 
sures, and, from the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
speaketh. My companions could not fail of discovering, 
that I came from Ireland, yet they cast no reflections up 
en me, as is the custom with low people, upon these oc- 
casions; they were rather disposed to treat me kindly. 
* 1 fancy,* said one of them, ' you are a Methodist. 1 
tim, said I — I do not deny it. 

« Then my Bess will be glad to see thee, I'll warrant me; 
wool thee come along with me? Thee may go farther, 
and fare worse, I can tell thee that.' « Ay, ay,' said the 
other, * Thee had best go with my neighbor — I'll warrant 
thee good cheer.' I thanked this kind man, and my heart 
swelled with gratitude to that Being, in whose hands are 
the hearts of all his creatures, for thus meeting me on my 
entrance into this stranffe city, with loving-kindness, and 
tender mercy. We walked on together, mutually delight- 
ed; I, with every thing I saw, and my companions with 
Tne, for my expressed satisfaction. We soon stopped at 
the door of a very neat house. This cannot, said my 
heart, be the dwelling of a hay-maker; it was, however, 
and opening the door, he said: *Here, Bess, I have 
brought thee home a young Methodist; I know thee wilt 
be glad to see him.' I was then, by this rough, good- 
hearted man, presented to his wife: * Thou must find out 
his name thyself.' I immediately told her my name, 
"When, in a friendly manner, she requested me to be seat- 
ed. She was a very diflferent character from her husband, 
her manners were even polished; she entered into fHendly 
conversation with me, and we derived much satisfaction 
therefrom, when her husband entering, inquired in his 
rough manner, * What the plague, Bess, hast got no supper 
for thy guest?' This was a matter to which we had neither 
of us recurred. The good man, however, was speedily 
obeyed, and an ele;*ant repast was forthwith placed upon 
the table, of which I partook with appetite. We after- 
wards sang one of the Methodist hymns, and we united in 
solemn prayer; while my heart acknowledged all the 
ftrvor or devotion, even my host himself seemed affected 
and pleased,. declaring he esteemed himself fortunate in 
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neetisg me. I was introduced to a handsome lodging 
room, and a good bed, but the fulness of my grateful 
heart would not, for some time, allow me to close my 
eyes: at length I sunk into the most refreshing slumbers, 
and I arose the next morning greatly exhilarated. I was 
received by my hospitable host, and hostess, with every 
mark of satisfaction; we breakfasted together, sang a 
bynMi, and addressed the throne of grace, when the good 
man went forth to the labors of the field, requesting that 
I would not think of leavinff them. In the course of the 
morning, the ^ood lady Intoimed me, that they had re- 
cently settled m Bath, a Mr« Tucker, who had been a 
preacher in Ireland. My heart leaped at this intelligenee ; 
of all the preachers, with whom I had ever associated, this 
man possessed the createst share of my afiection. His 
tender, innocent, childlike disposition, not only endeared 
Inm to me, but to ait who were acquainted with his worth. 
My hostess was charmed to learn, that I was known to 
Mr* Tucker: I solicited her to direct me to his residence, 
but when she inlbrmed me, that, by the death of his fa- 
ther, he had recently come into possession of thirty 
thousand pounds sterling, I became apprehensive I should 
nott be reci^gnised. But I had occasion to reproach 
myself for suspicions, for no sooner was I conducted to 
his dwelling, than he caught me in his arms, and express- 
ed the highest satisfaction. Upon introducing me to his 
lady, he said: * My dear, this young man is the eldest son 
of one of the best men I ever knew. No man ever pos- 
sessed a hu^r share of my venerating afiection : I love 
this young person as his son, and I love him for himself; 
and when- you, my dear, know him as I do, the goodness 
of your own heart will compel you to love him as I do.' 
How highly gratifying all this to me, at such a time, in 
such a place, and in the presence of the lady, whose guest 
I was! bat I must be her guest no longer; this warm- 
hearted fin»nd of my father, and of myself, would not 
allow me to leave his house nor the city for a k>ng season; 
indeed, it was greatly against his will, that I left Bath 
when I (tid. I promiscSl, I would call every day upon 
my wortfav host and hostess, which promise I punctually 
performed. Mr. Tucker insisted upon my giving them 
a discourse in the church in whicii he omciated; for, 
although possessed of an independent fortune, he yet con- 
tinued to preach to tlie peo{4e. On Sunday, then, I 
preached in the ci^ of Bath, to gseat acceptation. Mv 
ikoate and iioBteas (the hospitable hay-maker and wife) 
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were present, and felicitated themselres that they bad- 
introduced a man, so much approved. 

My Reverend friend conducted me from place to place, 
showing me every thing curious in that opulent resort 
of the nobility. It was to this faithful friend tliat I com 
municated, in c(mfidence, the difficulties under which ] 
labored, respecting my religious principles. I observed 
to him, that I could not with a good eonscieace, repro« 
bate doctrines, which, as I firmly believed originated 
with God, nor advocate sentiments diametrically oppo- 
site to what I considered as truth. On this account I 
could not cordially unite with Mr. Wesley, or his preaoh«> 
crs. Mr. Tucker saw the force of my oLjeetions; nay, 
he felt them too, for he was at that instant nearly in the 
same predicament with myself. Yet we could not hit 
upon an expedient to continue in the connexion, and pre- 
serve our integrity. - My anxiety however, to reach the 
capital compelled me to press forward; and my kind 
friend, convinced I was not to be prevailed upon further 
to delay my departure, engaged a place in the coach for 
me, discharging all the attendant expenses, and placing, 
besides, a handsome gratuity in my pocket. Of my 
first host and hostess I took a friendly leave, gratitude 
has stamped their images upon my bosom; I lefl them, 
and my other kind friends, in tears; we commended each 
other to the kind God, who, in his own way, careth foi 
us. I have since been greatly astonished, indeed I was 
at the time surprised, at my thus hastening to quit a 
place, where I was furnished with every thing, my heart 
ouffht to have desired, when the project before me was 
at least uncertain; but I have been, all my days, a mys* 
tery to myself, nor is this mystery yet unraveMed. I re« 
tired this night to bed, but did not close my eyes, until 
near the dawn of day yet my reflections upon my pil- 
low were charnaing; I clearly saw the good hand of God 
in all my movements; I was enchanted with every thing 
I had seen, and with the prospect of what I had still to 
see. O! how sweet in early hfe, are those sensatioas, 
which are the offspring of vigorous hope how groat are 
the joys of expectation ! No one ever derived more high* 
wrought pleasures from hone, than myself. I quitted 
my bed just at the dawn of day, after a refreshing slum 
ber; I had apprized the people at the stage house, the 
evening before,that I should walk on, and let the stage 
overtake me; this I did, and a most delightful walk I 
had. I met the Aurora^ the rising sua, the waking song^ 
sters of the hedges, the lowing tenants of the mead, toe 
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lusty laborer, with his scythe, preparin^^ to cut down the 
bending burden of the dowery meadow. The increas* 
ing beauty of the surrounding scenes, the fragrant scent 
of the new-mowed hay, all, all, were truly delightful; 
and thus enchanted, with spirits light as air, I passed 
on till I reached the Devizes, nineteen miles from Bath, 
where, afler I had breakfasted, the coach overtook me, 
in which, I was soon seated, finding a ride, after walk- 
ing, more abundantly refreshing; we rolled over the finest 
road in the worlds with such rapidity, that we reached Lon- 
don before sunset. How much was my heart elated,as 1 
passed over this chavming country : how did it palpitate 
with pleasure, as I advanced toward the metropolis; yet still 
( had no fixed plan, nor knew I what I should '^do, or 
%vhither repair! True, I had some letters to deliver, but, 
in the hurrv of my spirits, I had forgotten them; and on 
being set down at the stage house in London, I left my 
trunk without a single line of intimation to whom it be- 
longed, and wandered about the cinr, feasting my eyes 
with the variety, which it presented, ' till twHiffht grey 
had in her sober Every, all things clad,' when I began to 
turn my thoughts towards a shelter for the night. I en- 
tered a tavern, requesting a sapper, and a lodging, both 
of whioh were readily granted; 1 sat pei^sive, I was weary 
my spirits sunk, I ate little, and retiring to my chamber, 
after securing the door, I fell on my imees, beseeching 
the Father of mercifes to have compassion upon me. 1 
wept, wished myself at home, and my heart seined to 
die within me, at the consideration that I could not re- 
turn, without fuifHMng .the predictions of my matron 
friend; < You will return,' said she, and, perhaps find 
this door shut against you.' Never, said I, never; I will 
die first. This was the most melancholy night I had 
passed, since I left the dwelling of my mother. I arose 
in the morning unrefreshed, I inquired where the stage 
put up; had forgotten; I told my host, I had left my 
trunk at the stage house. He soon found the place, but 
he despaired of ever obtaining my trunk; I recovered it, 
however, and a porter took it to my lodgingSj there I be- 
lieved it safe, althourh I knew nothing of the people. 
I recollected where I had lived, when with my father in 
this city; thither I repaired; but although there were re- 
maining individuals who remembered him, no one recog- 
nised me. I was however kindly noticed, for his sake, 
• and soon introduced to many, by t*^hom I was much caress- 
ed. From this I reaped no benefit; a few of m^ Metho- 
dbt friends, whom t bad known in Ireland, visited m%» 
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but| seeing me in company whkh they did not nppror^f 
they stood aloof from me. In the judgment of Mr. Wes- 
ley, and his adherents, my principles were against me. 
They did not believe any man could be pious, who be- 
lieved the doctrine of predestination. I remember, 
some time after the death of my father, sitting with Mr. 
Wesley in the house of my mother, and conversing on 
this truly interesting subject; I ventured to remaric, that 
there were some good men, who had gwen thehr suffrage 
in favor of the doctrine of Election, and I produced my 
father, as an instance, when, laying his hand upon my 
shoulder, with great earnestness, he said: ' My dear lad, 
believe me, thi^e never was a man in this world, who 
believed the doctrine of Calvin, but the language of hit 
heart was, " I may live as I list." ' it was, as I bave be- 
fore observed, generaUy believed, that J inherited the 
principles of my &ther The Methodists in iiondon 
were afraid of me, and I was afraid of them; we there- 
fore, as if by mutual consent, avoided each other; my 
wish to attaen myself to Mr. Whitefield was still para- 
mount in my bosom, but Mr. Whitefield was not at home, 
and it was unfortunate for me that he was not. £veiy 
day I was more and noore distinffuished; but it was 
by those, whose ne|[lect of me would have been a mercy * 
by their nominal kindness I was made to taste of ple»- 
sures, to which I had beifore been a stranger, and those 
pleasures were eagerly zesied. I became what is called 
very good company, and I re9olved to see, and become 
acquainted with life; yet I determined, my knowledge 
of the town, and its pleasures, should not affact mj stand- 
ing in the religious ivoild. But I was ffuserably deceiv- 
ed; gradually, iqy former habits seemed to lade from my 
recollection. To my new connexions I gave,, and re- 
ceived from them, what I then believed [Measure, without 
alloy. Of music, and dancin^^ I was very fond, and I 
delighted in convivial parties; Vauxhall, the playhousesi 
were charming: I had never known life before. It is 
true my secret Mentor sometimes embittered my enjoy- 
ments; the precepts, the example of my father, stared 
me in the face: the secret sigh of mj bosom arose, as I 
mournfully renected on what I had lost. But I had not 
sufficient resolution to retrace my steps; indeed I had lit- 
tle leisure. I was in a perpetual round of company; I 
was intoxicated with pleasure; I was invited into one 
society, and another, until .there was hardly a society in 
London, of whioh I was not a member. How long this 
jil^ of diss^piatioB would bfive lasted, had not my ra- 
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'Sources failed, I know not. I occasionalljr encountered 
one, and another, of my religious connexions, who se- 
riously expostulated with me; but I generally extorted 
from them a lau^h, which ultimately induced them to 
shun me. I had an interview with Mr. Barnstable, a 
preacher in Mr. Wesley's connexion, and questioning 



him respecting many, whom I had known, he informed 
me that Mr. Trinbatfa, at whose house I had passed so 
delightfbl an evening with Mr. Whitefield, in the city of 



Cork, was no more! His beautiful wife had quitted hei 
husband, her children, and her mother, and accompanied 
a private soldier to America!!! Her doteing husband, 
thus cruelly deceived, lost first his reason, and afterwards 
his life. Mr. Barnstable inquired, what had become of 
me so long; and, afler severely admonishing me, he 
pronounced upon me an anathema, and quitted me. It 
will be supposed, I was not much pleased with him, and, 
assuredly, 1 was at variance with myself; and above all, 
I was grievously afflicted for the misfortunes, and death 
of the once happy Trinbath. It has ofVen been a matter 
of astonishment to me, how, afler such a religious edu- 
cation as I had received; after r«a%, tfitaUy entei-ing in- 
to the spirit of the life, to which I Was fVom infancy ha- 
bituated; after feelingly bearing m^ public testimony 
against the follies, and the dissipation of the many, I 
should so entirely renounce a life of serious piety, and 
embrace a life of frolic, a life of whim ! It is also won- 
derful, that, thus changed, I proceeded no further; that 
I was guilty of no flagrant vices; that I was drawn into 
no fatal snares. Many were the devices employed to 
entangle me; which devices I never deliberately sought 
to avoid. Doubtless, I was upheld by the good hand of 
God; for which sustaining power my full soul offers its 
grateful orisons. 

I pursued this inconsiderate, destructive course, upwards 
of a year, never permanently reflecting where I was, or 
how I should terminate my career. My money was near- 
ly exhausted: but this was beneath my consideration: 
and, as I have said, serious reflection was arrested by 
large circles of friends successively engaging me, either 
abroad, or at home, in town or in the country. Thus 
did my life exhibit a constant tissue of fblly, and India 
cretion. But the time of my emancipation drew near 
a demand, which I had barely sufficient to answer, w»« 
made upon me by mv tailor; I started, and stood for some 
^me jnotionless. I'he money, which I believed would 
never be expended, was already gone. I saw no method 



of r«oruitiog mj finances, and I atood appalled, when, 
at this distresaiug moment, a gay companion broke in 
upon me; he was on his way to the Ukiby there was 
tp be grand doings: John Wilkes, esquire, was that 
night to become a member. I instantly forgot every thing 
of a gloomy nature, and went off as ught, as a feathered 
inhabitant of the air* I never was fond of the pleasures 
of the liottle, of social pleasures no one more so: and, 
that I might enjoy society with an unbroken zest, I have 
frequently thrown the wine under the table, rejoicing that 
I thus preserved my reason. 

This period of my life had so much of variety, and 
yet so much of sameness, that a picture of a week would 
be nearly a complete exhibition of all my deviations. 
Suffice it to say, that I plunged into the vortex of plea- 
sure, greedily grasping at enjoyments, which both my 
habits and my circumstances should have tausht me to 
shun. Upon this subject I do not love to dwell; if 
possible, I would erase it from mv recollection^ and 
yet, I derive abundant satisfaction, from the manifesta- 
tibn of Divine Goodness, so strikingly exemplified, 
through the Whole of my wanderings, in preserving me, 
by the strong arm of the Almighty, Ijrom numerous evils 
to which, in the society I frequented, and in the citv 
where I resided, I was hourly exposed. But, as 1 said, 
necessity, imperious necessity, compelled me to oause; 
sjMlit was, in truth, a blessed necessity. Had I been 
inclined to forget, that my whole stock was expended, 
the frequent oaUs made upon me for monies, which 1 
could not pay, would have constituted a uniform, and 
impressive memento. My embarrassments were soon 
rumored abroad; and although I had many friends, who 
appeared to regard money as little as myself, who, de- 
claring they could not exist without me, insisted upon 
my being of their parties, yet a consciousness of depend* 
ence rendered me wretched, while indirect remarks, 
thrown out by some individuals, served to increase my 
wretchedness. Easter holy-days are, in England^ days 
of conviviality. Parties of pleasure were eyery where 
forming. , i^ connexions were hastening to my favor- 
ite retreat, Hichmond; inclination led me to jom them; 
but they either were not, or I suspected they were notj 
as usual, warm in their solicitations, and 1 declined a 
less importunate invitation. I, however, took a solitary 
walk, and I met reflection on the way. I had in the 
world but one half-penny, and a mendicant, asking alms, 
cressed my path; I gave him my balf«-penny, andwajk* 



•4 on, till* p«Mriiig out of the d^» I advaneed intD tbo 
ilelds. I bc^an to leel exhausted; and, under the wide 
apreading shade of a tree, 1 sat me down. I continued, 
lor some time, in estate of fixed despair, regardless of 
life, and every thing which it had to bestow. The eye 
of retrospection ran orer past scenes; I remembered lAgr 
father's house, and the ^en^ which, narticttkrl^ at this 
season, reiffned there. This was neany the anmvenary 
of hb death; the mournful scene passed in review hi- 
fore me; his paternal advice, his paternal prayers flasb- 
ed upon my soul; the eve of my mind dwelt upon the 
familv I had deserted. Oh! could they now behold me I 
Would they not be gratified f It hojied they would; their 
I>ity would have pained moat exquisitely. Still my emo- 
tions were not of an ameliorating description; my heart was 
indurated, and, had"! possessed the means, I should have 
proceeded in the path of destruction. At leni^h I seemed 
awakened to a full sense of the horrors of my situation; my 
heart throbbed with anguish as I spontaneous^ exelaim* 
ed: Am I the son of such a man, the son of such pa« 
rents? am I that ]mous youth so mHch« and by so many 
admired? am I the preacher, who at so early a period 
preached to others, chawing tears &cm the eyes of 
those who heard me? And i» it thus my journey to 
England terminates? am I now alone, and unfriended, 
without an extricatina hand to save me? Whither, ahl 
whither shall J go, ana what step is now to be taken? At 
this moment, the voice of consolation vibrated upon my 
mental ear: ' Imitate the predii^ of old. Arise, and go 
unto your Father; sav, I have sinned against heaven, and 
in thy sight, I am no longer worthy to be called thy son; 
but beseech Him, nevertheless, to receive you into his 
service.' This counsel proceefting from a quarter, front 
which I had not for a long seaaon heard, aeeply affect- 
ed me, and bitterly did I weep, in the dread of that 
refusal, which, should I venture to follow the guidance 
of the monitor within I was, alas! but too certain of 
receiving. A thousand thoughts, like a swaim of in* 
sects, buzzed around me, but no thought gave me peaee. 
How exquisite was the torture, which at this moment I 
suffered. But the approach of evening roused bm to a 
conviction of the aeoessi^ of moving; but whither should 
I go? that was the question. ' Suppose,' said my invi 
sihle monitor, <you go to the tabernacle?' and, burst- 
ing into a flood of tears: I said, Yes, I will present my* 
self among the multitude-^ves, I will go; but how shall 
I meet the eye of apy individual, who has ibimer^ 
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known mo? kow dare I stand among the worskipi^ers of 
that Grody whom I have so grossly oflfended? Yet I wil. 
go; and) with slow and mournful steps, I walked for- 
ward. The congregation had assembled. I entered, 
taking my stand under the gallery. I dared not raise 
my eyes; they were bathed m tears. Mr. Whitefield, 
4n his usual) energetic manner, addressed his audience; biit 
no sounds of consolation reached me. At last he said : < But 
there may be, in some corner of this house a poor, de- 
sponding, despairing sOul^ who, hayin? sinned, greatly 
sinned against God and against himself, may be afraid 
to lift toward Heaven his guilty eye; he may, at this 
moment, be suffering the dreadful consequences of his 
wandering from the sources of true happiness; and pos- 
sibly he may apprehend he shall never be permitted to 
return ! ff there be any one of this'description present, 
1 have to inform such individual, that God is still his 
lovine Father; that He says, return unto me, my poor, 
backsliding child, and I will heal your backslidings, and 
love you freely. What message shall I return my Mas- 
ter fVom you, my poor, afflicted, wandering, weeping 
brother? shall I say, you are suitably penetrated by his 
gracious invitation, and that you would come with 
weeping, and supplication; that you would fly with grat- 
itude, and prostrate yourself before Him, were you 
not 00 much injured by your wanderings; that you feel 
you are not able: and that you should blush to ask his 
assistance ? Is tnis your message .' poor, poor soul ! never 
fear, your gracious Father will shortly send you every 
needful aid.' All this was said to me; at least, to my* 
wondering spirit, it thus appeared; and I seemed as it 
ttTpiring, anud the mingling emotions of regret, apprehen- 
«ion, and hope. 

I left the tabernacle under these potent impressions, 
and, crossing Moorfields, I was overtaken by one of my 
old religious connexions, who, regarding me with won 
der, said,^ Am I so happy to see you, one of the many 
who were at the tabernacle this evening.^* My reply 
was indicative of the scnrow of my heart. He proceeded 
to make m|ny remarks, until, in the moment of separa- 
tion, he said, * Well, my friend, perhaps, you will eo, 
from hence, into company where vou will forget all that 
you have this evening heard.' My heart was very full; 
and from its abundance I said, No, never will I a^ain 
mingle in circles calculated to efface impressions, which 
I will cherish to the latest hour of my existence. Let 
ttiese teatrs, these fast-Mling tears, evince my iincerity 
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My frieii4 r^oiced in the pioBjpect of my reliipuiig 1o the 
path, from which I had wandered; but he rejoiced with 
fear and trembling. He knew my connexions were uuf 
merous, and that my vivacity rendered me the life o£ 
those convivial circles, where I had so long figured. But 
the grace of God upheld me» and never, from th«< mo- 
ment, did I unite with tibose associates, from which I WM 
at. first separated by necessity. 

I was now an insulated beinff. I carefully avoided shqt 
former companions, and my reugious connexions avoided 
me; thus 1 had now abundant leisure for r^flectioa. 
Some time elapsed, before the change, which had talLen 

Elace, reached the extremity of those circles, In lyhich 1 
ad moved. Many who heard, lent no credeoce to a te^ 
port, which they believed without foMndation. The 
greater number of those laughter-lovii^ beings, who had 
attached themselves to me, never having imbibed «iif 
religious sentiments, had not learned the hMt^ of v^y 
former life. Many individuals called upon m^ fis iwuals 
luid found me a different mon, from hiiB» whom th^y hiMi 
been accustomed to see. A few suspecting the ^Aiifle« 
sought to relieve my mind, by warm and liberal assuranoes 
of never-failing friendship; and they geneii^uslv tendered 
the unlimited use of their puirses ! I made iqy ackBowledtf- 
ments; but assured them, die whole world as a bribe, WQiud 
be insufficient to lead me ugain into the paths of i^l]y. I 
was not, I said, unhappy because I no longer, possessed 
ability to run the career of ewor, certfdnly 4»at; my iufei^ 
licity orijrinated, from the coniUderAtioii^ (hat ( 1^9^ ^ver 
receded from the paths of pe&ee^ 3<3pte |rese|l^9d my p^ 
marks as a tacit insult upon themselves^ others f;i4ipule4 
me, and pronounced me undei the influence 4^f 91 strootf 
delirium; and two or three, who iitiU lo^ed me t^o well 
to separate themselves from xne, wer^ for a time, induced 
to reflect seriously upon their own situation: l>utthase» 
also, shortly disimpeared; and^ of the luimerpus itriHers, 
with whom I had so many months flutteredo not 9> sing^ 
loiterer remained; and most devoutly dkl 1 reader thaa^ 
to Almightv God, for extricating me from such fLssoeisles 
I board^ in the house of a very ^vely, vivaoious mftUj 
indeed his whole family might havo been denprnim^d 
sons and daughters of mirth: This £u;t bed beem tkm 
principal recommendation to me, but it ^ow added to th^ 
burden of my mind. I made inquiry i^fVer ^^no^hftr lodg 
ing, but, on cbntemplati^ a removal, difficulties! to whi^ 
1 had not before recurreq, stared me in the free. J m90 
considerably in arrea^ to my host, ands ^ I mmH jiitef i i t t 
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in a dSffbrent state of mind) ftom that which I was in, 
when I became his lodger, and which had impressed him 
in my faror; I could not expect he would be very kindly 
disposed toward me. I was indebted to others, and my 
distresses seemed hourly to accumulate. Both present 
and future support were alike beyond my reach, and it 
appeared to me, I had attained the climax of misery. I 
Closed my door, I prostrated myself before the God who 
had created me, beseeching him to have mercy upon me; 
again my sad, my sorrowing: heart, revisited the home I 
had abandoned; stripped ofits allurements, my mad i>a»- 
sion for travelling appeared in its native deformity; 
agonizing dread overtook me, and my terrified imagina 
tion pointed out, and anticipated, a thousand horrors* 
Many devices were suggested to my forlorn mind, and 
death itself was present^ as my last resort. But starting 
from an idea so mipious. Let me, I exclaimed, at least 
avoid plunging into irremediable perdition. Thus I spent 
the day, and in the eveninff I attended the tabernacle. I 
considered myself, while there as the most destitute indi- 
vidual in the whole assembly. I ffenerally occupied a 
remote comer, my arms were folded, my eyes cast down* 
and my tears flowing; indeed, my eyes were seldom dry, 
and my heart was always fuU; for, at this period of my 
Bfe, I rarely tasted any thing like consolation. Coining 
out of the tabernacle, one evening, a serious young man 
thus accosted me: ' Cheer up, thou weeping, sorrowing 
soul — be ofgood cheer, thy God vnll save thee.' I caught 
his hand: Grod bless you, my dear sir, whoever you are! 
bat you ao not know to whom you are speaking. < Oh 
yes, I am speaking to a sinner, like myself. ISo, no, I 
returned, the wide world does not contain so great a sin- 
ner as myself; for, in the face of an education,, calculated 
to eradicate every evil propensity; and of precepts, and 
examples, drawn from our most holy religion, which 
ought to have rendered me a uniform servant of the 
Most High; I have mingled in circles, consisting of the 
idle, the diissipated, and the profane; I have run the 
career of folly, and the anguish of my^ soul is a conse- 
quence of my manifold offences. The kind-hearted 
young man strove to pour into my wounds the oil and 
wine of consolation. We walked together, quite throueh 
Moorfields; at his request, I promis^ to meet him at the 
tabernacle the ensuing evening, and I was greatly impa- 
tient for the appointea time, rassing Moorfields, agree- 
ably to mv engagements, I beheld a large congregation 
abled to hear one of Mr. Wesley's preachers: I tar* 
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ried until I saw the preacher mount the stage, but what 
were my emotions, when I recognised him of whom I 
was so fond, in the house of Mr. Little, and who first in- 
troduced me as a public speaker. I hastily withdrew 
from the place, terrified, lest his eye should meet mine: 
but my soul was tortured by the comparison of what I 
was, when I first saw him, with my present situation. 
I was this eyening much affected; indeed, it was impossi- 
ble for any child of sorrow to attend upon Mr. White- 
field, without feelings of the most impressiye nature. I 
looked around for my companion of the past evening, 
but I saw him not; and I was pained by the disappoint- 
ment. On my departing from the tabernacle, howerer, 
he again took my nand, assuring me, he was fflad to sea 
me, and repeating a yerse of a nynm : < We snail not al- 
ways make our moan,' &c. which hymn I had often san^, 
and of which 1 was very fond. I melted into tears; this 
man ap{>eared to me as an angel of God, and most de- 
voutly did I bless the Father of my ^irit, for sending me 
such a emnforter. I was in haste to unbosom mysdf to 
him, to make him acquainted with the extent of my er» 
rors; but this was a subject, upon which ho did not seem 
in haste to hear me. He, however, urged me to draw 
consolation from the promises of our GoSi, which he pro- 
nounced all yea and amen, in the Redeemer: He also ex- 
pressed a wish to meet me, at the table of the hordy upon 
the following Sunday : for this, my own heart aidently 
panted, and I engaged, if possible, to obtain a ticket of 
admittance. My concern for m^ very reprehensible ab* 
errations, as they affected my spiritual interests, so com-, 
pletely occupied my mind, that I had little leisure for re* 
fiection upon my pecuniary embarrassments, yet my cir« 
*cumstances were truly deplcnrable. I was in debt, with** 
out the means of making payment, nor had I any pros^ 
pect^of future support. I digdaiacd to ask charity, and 
the business, of wnich I had obtainecl a superficial knowl 
edge in Ireland, was not encouraged in Xiondon. The 
friend, whom I first saw at the tabernacle, had oontinued 
a vigilant observer of my conduct; he had frequently 
visited me, and my eyes convinced him I was no longer 
the gay, inconsiderate wanderer, but truly a man of sor* 
row. Compassionating my sufferinffs, he invited me to 
his pleasant home, and, in a voice of friendship, request* 
ed I would pour into his bosom all my grie&. I did so, 
and his resolution was instantly taken. To my great con- 
solation^ he engaged to procure me, immediately, anothec 
lodgii^, to make my present landlord easy, aiM to pro- 



CUM for me> if I was villine, the means of fixture sup 
jj^ort; and this, without reudieriiig me dependeDt, except 
upon my own regular efforts, and the Being, who had 
called me into existence. Let the feeling heart judge of 
the indeseribable transports, which this eonversatian orig- 
mated in my soul. Gratitude swelled in my bosom; I 
experienced all its sweet enthusiasm; and hardly could I 
eontrol my impatience, for the execution of a plan, in 
erer^ yiew so desirable. The lodging was immediately 
obtamed; it was at the house of an old lady, in Bishop- 
gate's street, where was appropriated solely to my use» 
a neat, aad well furnished apartment. The succeeding 
morning, this benerolent gentleman attended me to my 
late lodging, when, inquinng the amount of my debt, I 
was answered, ' Not a penny.' 1 stood amazed. ' No,' 
said my good-natured host, * not a penny.' But pray 
what is the matter, where hare you been, where are you 

Soing? O! dear, O! dear^ these abominable Methodists 
ave spoilsd as clever a fellow, as ever broke bread; I 
suppose you think we are not good enough for you, and 
so you wish to leave us.' I was greatly affected. Kx* 
euse me sir; I do not believe myself a whit better than 
you; but, sir, 1 am afraid of myself. ^ Ah! you have no 
occasion: I am sorry you are going, upon my soul I am. 
f ou ought to stay and convert me.' Ah ! sir, it is Gody 
who must convert both you, and me. We shed tears at 

Eartingi but our tears flowed from a different source* 
[e wept, that he should no more be amused with the 
whim and frolic of a gay young man; I, that I had ever 
sojourned in his house. I was, however, suitably im- 
pressed by his kindness, although our intercourse from 
this moment entirely ceased. The following week, I 
obtained a situation, as one of the aids to an inspector of 
a broadcloth manufactory; I was glad to obtain employ- 
ment at any rate. Yet it is a fact, I was never designed 
for a man of business. Nor was I fully satisfied with my 
associates; they were not in my way, and they, therefore, 
made me a subject of ridicule; this, to weak minds, is 
perhaps « species of persecution, of all others the most 
difiioult to endure. 1 certainly suffered much from it; 
but, if I could obtain no satisfaction with them, I had the 
more whenever I left them, which was upon the evening 
of every day, and the whole of Sunday. I was delighted 
by the consideration, that I was living by my own exeiv 
tions, and in a way to discharge debts, which were a 
heavy burden upon my mind. I lived frugally, retrenching 
every superfluity, and uniformly denying, myself all, but 



th^' abJBolttte neeeMttries ofttffev aflcTI had vei^^Mti' tlM 
felicity of Itnowing, thart I bad no longef a creditot-. Thin) 
conipfete exoneration was fallowed by a newly reviyed 
and ecsfatic1iop(&, of' being again admitted to my Father*i 
house, ftoiri which, I once feared,*! was eternally ex- 
cluded : Ai^d' I deemed myself happy, beyond expression 
happy, npon comparing myself With those, among, whom 
I was compelled tdfive; who were posting, without con 
cern, in what I deemed the road to ruin, which 1 had, by 
divine favor, becfn mercifully ifa'awn; my bosom swelled 
with the most delightfUl sensationa, while I frequently 
exclaimed. Lord, why me? Why take me, and leave 
these poor, unfortunate beings to peri&h in a state of sin^ 
and misery? But such was the sovereign will and plea^^ 
s^re of niy Opd; he would have mercy, on whom he 
would have mercy, and whom he would be hardened. 
Sometimes, indeed, my soul was sick with doubt and 
apprehension. When engaged in the work of self-eXam- 
ination, one evil propensity, aflef another, which I had 
believed dead, keemed to revive in my bosom: I feared, 
that my faith was all fancy; and that the hopie, which I 
encouraged, was the hope of the hypocrite^ which would 
be as the giving up of the ghost. Upon these occi^slona, 
I experienced unutterable anguish, and my days and 
nights were J with very little intermission, devoted to 8orj>/ 
row. The distress, I so evidently suffei^ed, endeared me 
to my n^w religious connexions; every one of whom enr 
deavored to administer consolation, encouraging me to 
cherish hope, from the consideration of my despair! My 
Jife was now more active than it had' ever been, and my 
connexions more npmerous. I was much occupied hf 
business, yet my hours of devotion were sacred; f rose at 
four o'clock,' in summer and winter. My meals' con^ 
sunied but a small portion of time. The tnomehts, thup 
passed hy others., were, by me, devoted to private prayer. 
My evenings were passed at the taUernacie, and, when 
Mr. Whitefield preached, my soul was . transported. I 
returned home exceedingly refreshed, and prostrated my- 
i»elf at the footstool of my Maker, I acknowledged with 
gratitude the tender mercies of my Redeemer, who had 
graciously separated me from those, who wwe murderin|^ 
their time, and their precious souls: and my thanksgiv- 
ings were reiterated to that God, who had mercifully res- 
cued me from enormities so prodigious. Thus rolled om 
the week, until Sunday;' to me, indeed, a holy dajr^ and 
t>ne to whrch I looked forward with the mort dehghtftil 
anticipations. Upon this morning, I arose even earUdr 
8 



ymU'MMial; «tt<mding either jat the tahenuusle, or at tb^ 
chapel, in TottenhamH^purt, at which places the eomnmr, 
nion wag aliernatety given, every Sunday morning. 
Great numbers atten4ed upon these occasions, who were 
not regular tabernacle worshipper^;, obtaining a ticket of 
admitt(mce, they took. their seats. It appeared to me, 
)ikQ<a prelibatioh pf.h^^ven. The Elect of God, from 
every denomination, assembled round the table of the 
Lprd; a worijt of consolation was always given, and sol 
evangelical hymn most delightfully sung. These Sun^ 
day moroings were^ indeed, golden opportunities: my 
doubts were generally removed, and I cani-s home in rap- 
tures. It was in such a peacefully religious frame of 
mind as this, that I wad passing from the tabernacle, on a 
&ie summer's morning, aeriving hi^h satisfaction from the 
consideration, that I loved the bremren. I know, said I, 
internally, that I have passed from death unto life, be- 
cause I love the brethren. It is true, I felt a very strong 
affection for those, with whom I had communed in the 
tabernade^ but passing over. Moorfields, 1 saw a crowd 
of people, collected under the shade of a large tree. I 
{nq/mred 6t a passenger, what occasioned the assembling 
of such a multitude; and I was informed, one of James 
Relly's preachers was dbseminating his damnable doc* 
trines to the infatuated people ! My soul kindled with in- 
/dignationj and, from tne abundance of an heart, ovcr- 
flowing with religious zeal, I could not forbear excliim- 

Sg: Merciful God! How is it, that thou wilt suffer this 
emon thus to proceed? are not mankind naturally bad 
enough, but must these wretches be suffered to give pub* 
lici^ to tenets, so pernicious, so destructive ? thus, in th^ 
pame of God, doing the work of the Devil.* At this 
period).! should have considered ipy self highly favored, 
to have been made an instrument, in the hand of God, 
for taWng the life of a man whom I had never heard, nor 
even seen; and, in destroying him, I should have nothing 
doubted, that I had rendered essential service, both to 
the Creator and the created. I did not then know, how 

« In thlft desoHptioA of hift feelings, the aathdr has left on neeord 
that which oqghtto «erre as a mild reproof to those who &re pnoae to 
condemn, unheard, both the doctrine and adfocates of UniyersalUm. 
It should have tl^e .effect to lead all ingenious inquirers to examine, 
with great care, and much faithrul9e8S; their own nearts, to see ' what 
manner of spirit they are of; 'and should this be done, it would be 
ascertained/tlnt opposition to the doctrine of impartial grace^ arisee 
Mit so much inm -the diooovery of «nj thing bad in the sentiment it^ 
Half, as from that pride and haughtiaeas. which, abs! »re quite too 
prevalent in the .world. . 
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aiid- that, notwithstandiag my aleoranceof haYiii|^ psuwea 
from death unto life, in consequence of loving the Inreth- 
Esen, tftas boasted love extended to none, hut tboae of my 
ownp^wiMiom* I al«vrays retained fronrtbe tabernacle, 
with inv heart filled with religious «eal. The intermis- 
sion of public worship was always appfopriated to pri* 
vate dcYOtlon; In a word, all my devotional habits were 
restored, and my Sundays wera an exact- transcript of' 
those, which I had passed in the ftimily of my father. 
The Sundays, upon which I took my seat at the commu-^ 
nion table, in the chapel, were more abundantly fatagtre- 
ing. The chapel was some miles from my lodgings; but 
I never absented myself, either summer or winter, and I 
l^ready exulted when { was the first, who appeared with- 
m its'conseerated walls* The more I suffered in reach- 
ing this place, the more I enjoyed when there; and often, 
while passing the streets of London, in the midst of rain 
or snow, my heart has swelled with transport, in the 
thought, t|iat I was goinr to Heaven by means of these 
difficulties, and tria^; while the many, who were then 
sleeping, were suspended over the pit <^ destrnction, into 
which tney must one day fall, to rise again no more for- 
even And why. Oh ! why, I used to repeat, am I snatch^ 
«(t, as a brand finom the burning; why am I, an offender 
against light, against precept, and example, made a bless- 
ed heir of Heaven, while it^ the greater part of my 
species «re consigned to endless mii^ry? There were a 
number of yoiing people, of bodi sexes, who, having as- 
sembled from a great cQstance, could not retnm home 
afber service, in season Ibr breakfast. One of the society 
kept a house near the chapel, where individuals thus eir 
cumstaneed were- accommodated. There we often col 
lected, and our opportunities were delightful. ^ Being re- 
markable for a humble demeanor, I was, on this account, 
much noticed and caressed; and J rarely quitted the as- 
sembly without a heart overflowing with love, and grati- 
tude, toward Grod, and His dear children. I was not 
conftied to any particular place of worehip; I was accus- 
tomed to present myself, at the stated times, in various 
congregations; wherever i heard of a great man, I made 

* To the diflcredi^ pf chrUtiaDity, its profoMon are, a« oor author 
was before his conversion, by far too much disposed to confine their 
love to the ftw with whom they associate. This spirit of the Pharisee, 

enittot be too strongly disapprobated; for it stands direct in ' 

tioB to the cnuna aad nirit of that gospel wbieh eemprises a I 

^•fthi|tofeorQD«fi>rai(flWBlu]Ml*. En, 



/ places of pubHc worship, to wkich. I resorted, there waa a 
£|ikpU9t itieeting, where I obtained great satisfaction. 
The iinioiatef was a warm^ aniinated . preaoker^ and the 
pi^ople ttnoommoaly venous. To «hi$ house maay of the 
tat>er&acle adherents resoritod; for, at thiatime, there 'vras 
no service at that^plaee, except in the ioornkig» and ev«- 
uiAk< . Im « veiBfiry) attached to the Baptist meetings msaty 
of ue comi^regaiion met, before the 'COBunencement of 
divine service add some of them altiernately sang and 
prayed* By those persons, I was received ^itith great 
ki«dB0fi|s; t^ affected me exceedingly; and perceiviRg 
tl^at it did, they loved me yetfloore fov ithe Valiie I ctI- 
dently set upon their afiSeetion^ till at length, I became an 
olyeet of :general attention. United plans were- laid to 
dmw me out, aaid I had pressing invitations to their re* 
li^iays sqcieties^ and-afterwanl^ to their- houdes* The 
mmistQrjdistingwhed me^ solicited me to visit him; and 
deiigtited tQiSpeak pea<^ to tiae, both pvblicly^ and private- 
ly. I w^ia entreated to pi!ay in the society^ whicA, as a 
timid, and ^npatimuBed stranger, . I had so rticeatly 
entfsrjsd^ i ceB}plie€(> tmd evexy one Memed affect- 
ed; I m()rself was i^atly moved^ cleeply penetrated 
by r^ieotioi^ upon what \ haid.bera, and what i then waa^ 
and fiogrfi^id w«a tra^asported by the conskl^catiefei^ that I 
was> re-admitted into the society «f thb people of Oed. 
My presence ^wafiiBow anzieusly isspeetoa ih- the eongie* 
gatipny aad at the houses of many individuate; 1 was 
marked. i)iy ^Oae, who jltteudedat the tabernacle, and 
many oth^ .places of worship; end \ was so snitch earesa- 
ed, b^-^i^eus pedple. ef sfundii^ persuasioaa, that when I 
have h^en airbed, what denojtiuuktion I was of, I have re- 

filed) an indepeiident Baptist^ Methodiat, Ohftirchmas. 
hardly jknew whifch of those 1 liked best, or -l6ved kiieat$ 
and Mn Whitefield, Upon whom they all oecaitienally ai£« 
tended^ fttreve, both by tptrecept and example, to eonviace 
us, that.a'differeiice9 respecCing aon^esaentials, was utter- 
ly inceasiitent with the Christian 'chartiefior. 
^. . Amoi^ the many, Mrho extended to me the hand €»f 
amlity, ^a$ a merchant^ who never appeared ao htaqspy, 
a$k ¥wen ^conversing with-mei he Teo^ived mis into ma 
house, and employed me in nis counting room; here I 
fhiidied 'my circumstances improved, but 1 was deceived. 
Tills g^tlbjMah was a mere superficial professor of relig- 
i6n,t whlcn,, whe^ 1 discovered^ I determined to return to 
]i^iforJtter< ^situation* I had paid aU my. debts; I 'was 
easyi^i and occasionally ^app)s and I Miowed myaalf 
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wutof^ Iktl* indvlgeMms, wUdi, white m'MtMr, I ihmM 
teve believed crimiiial. 

TJki leaying mj new patron gave me, howerer^ aome 
paiD; fae^ad a Ysiy high opinion of me, although Icoukl 
not recipiiooate Us esteem. He was ambitiove o€ o btalX ' 
ing a name in the Ghureh, and, for this purpose, he eo»- 
templatiod the ofaaerranoe of morning and evening prayer 
in his lamily; but, not -being an early riser, he was at a 
losa to< know hew to reooncile his deTotions with his 
bttsineaa. At last he said: < You, my friend^ are aceo»- 
iQBied to* perfonn the henors'of my table* If you prolong 
your graee at breakfast, it wiM answer for morning pi«y<- 
epp Greatly shocked, and c<mipletely disgusted my de- 
torminatton to quit him was oenflrmiMl. I was sdll rery 
eemnmnicatiye, and, consequently, the reason - of my 
departure waa generally known : so that my once warm 
friend was, as may be su|qposeil, couTerted into a bitter 
enemy. I was, howerer, rather eommended than censur- 
ed, while the eondnet of the man of business excited 
general contempt. This gratified me! alM, the piety of 
this world is based on nridel inow became as far as I 
was known, an object or attention in every place, where 
vital reUgien, as it was phrased, obtained its votaries. 
Ml, ' Romasne, Mv Jones, and many other clerrymen. 
distinguished me. Hints were thrown out respecting mf\ 
once more een^g forward ae a publie teacher; but 
against thia I was determined. I was astonished, that i / 
had ever dared to venture upon so responsible an assump^j 
tion 1 As the eternal well bemg of the many was supposed \ 
to rest with the nreacher, an error in- judgment would 
consequently be .mtal'to Us hearers; and, aa I had now 
lewmed that 1 was not perfect in ktto%vte<%e) i could not 
be assured, I sh6uld not lead the people astray; in wfaitth j 
tremendous event they would, to ail eternity, be iraprecat- \ 
mm cones on my head. Considerations of such magni- '< 
tade were sufficient to seal my lips; but I was choractei^ , 
ined ae a psittem of piety, and m^ esperiencee were' 
irraedily sought^ by individuals of various denominations. , 
There was b society, belonging to a Baptist meeting, ■ 
near Good Man^e fiebls, which met statedly at each other's } 
housea once ev^ry week; this was the society, in which I j 
wa» most admired, and to which, of course, I was the/ 
most attached. In this society there were individualsf 
who, lihe myself, were tabernacle Worshippers, but 
who attendisd this meeting, when there was no service 
these. I had surrandered up my whole soul to those 
vettgioua execcises, which the several societies, • to 
8» 
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to devote myself wholly to my God, to ^ke>edvtaMOeamA 
of .my fjpintiiNil iatereatj to ooosklerations pertKinkiir to 
the kiqgdoin of heaven* Wedded life^ a fiuttt^y, these 
j»iBde'd0ip«Mrtof lay pbnj I was persuaded, I ahouidpasB 
ja»y life ia celibacy; and^ fatod monascio sedusion copsMted 



wiih Protestaiitisms I should gkdiy have embraoed iia 
jretirementy wath its dudes* In the socie^, cdDected near 
(?Ood Maft^« 6e]dfl9 there was a young gentlemaB remark- 
aUe for the satiotity of his imiuiera; we were strongly^ 
and: mutually attached to each other. Many, veiy maay 
happy hours did we pass together. During the winter, 
we were eonstsbtly at the tid»emacle before day. We 
narrated to each other our experiences; we prayed, we 
wept,> we joyed, and sorrowed together; and, wilii vb* 
leigaed afiectiooi We ioved ene another, h qvesdoned 
him respeotmg his oonilexionS) when he mfomiedime) 
that his .parents had died in hie infinoy; that he had- been 
brcMight ttp by his.grandlatber, who was a veiiy proiigirte 
old geetleBVUi,ead abhon^ed.the very name of WhitefieMl 
Bui, he added» thet^ thrdagh the metey of Ood, he wee 
not entirely alone. He bsd a sisler with him >iB ^tbe 
family 9 reai}ed'also*hy his grand pavent, whowas aglood) 
Bfid ^rachius 1^1; that* tMr nighl^ were fimpienily.i^ 
voted to ■ prayer^ but that they wed not let their grsiid- 
father hfiow th^y had ever been seen at the tabemaolei 
0r in iiHy )^ those societies,* from which theyiderived their 
chief happinete. ^Indeed, he o b s er ved, his sisfisr seldom 
vemtured out; butihe hud oMde such representationtsof 
me, that' she had -deswed him to let- her knOrw, when<i 
shiMild figlun meet the Baptiat BO<tiety, and she would 
make/iLpodntef being there; ^nd, I< request yieuy said-he^ 
my dMir. ehf to be at the society nekt 8«i4ay eveaing* 
and sbp will moM-iuMieiastiDnablv be theiet i oa«Mrt<say; 
I had any euliosi^ resptfeting' this yo«ng lady;- bat Siuh 
day night .caBKc; I ii^8:eat}>oeted, and the great room was 
'filled piBv«iiisto>my arknval. T entered, e!rery*one feee 
at my •entrance, eed I felt dignifiedly pious, eeriously 
ha{)|^« My jToang firiend approached, and told-me, in a 
whiipei:, hiseister would 'have beenigreaChrdis^tppeintMl^ 
had eoy thiqr detained ne that evetaing. Or my entsanoe 
I hfui glaHc^ at a jrouoig lady, eletremalyf bdautlfalv who* 
Qopesfed ettired by the hiand'^ elegance; it was with 
dimculty I t0ttld take my-i^s from her ! I was oonfounidk 
ed, I changed my seet, thet I might not behold her, aald,' 
Wihen thnai addressed by Mr. Neaitey I reqiended by aakiM 
whe|»>ihifr "Sister waa seiyted, wlwn ^.-ponrted i» tho 



ttttemioli.^ <TiMLt 7«Puftg lAdy, ^, is iii^i Nliale^Q^ 
,abMr; rt» Ms ionff irisMd ibrim opportunity of seeii^ 
•yoa; I am htppy SiaC she is now Ratified.' An'.inttty- 
jducdtm-mB kt eourse; i had nktih w ssy Utt'Mii^li the 
eveoii^, oad myiHetid dooiaved Ilwd iiiever«pdkto IM- 
-tw. 1- ttddraascd dw thrmie ^ jg^c^ ; tBtj own Iveart was 
4Miftaiied) «Bd tkis kefaits ^oC myaddieiieO were ^softene^ 
also. I ' rstomed iKiaae, imt ^lie %ettttteotts image t>f t)ie 
saiter.of (luyttiriend atcoaipanied iti^t 'I'cenM ftbt ^t a 
moBieB^ex^liide'tfae lovefy immder fhrniiny iixnariiiatioii. 
.1 irasalanned^'I^wept/I prayed, btit every em>rt was 
frmtlaas; tlie move I strove to'fbi^get her, tlie more she 
•was remenbered. I was impaiietit tO'befatoM her^affahi, 
yet i aBOBt devwatiy wished we- had nei^r met. Twai 
eonariiieed no^ peacO) my >hapeiiless w<^ forevef fliedl 
Tliiswas truly astoaishing; 1 Imd t^edtly been Iso pos^ 
4ltve,tkat ihoeom1|uied«s«X'<M not possess' the pOWer to 
0ikg9bg9 my attottioB ^r -a siirg^te ttiomeift. fiknnie time 
elapMdjdurinff whi<^h the ea^mvetiiig en^feisser of nry 
heart never re%nquished,'fto, not for a' singls histatit, that 
entire possessioa, whioh she had taken of myima^ina'- 
tiom; when, after an eveninr lectiire, while Vhe^oo^egit 
tion were quitliaff the saeetrng-^Ousej ar litdy. Who kept a 
iwatdin^-school for young iaSes, rectt(es«ed^l wouM pass 
the next^veifing at her liouse, as feier yourig people were 
to coileet their iriends, and she wished SOnle one to Intro* 
duoe- reli^oas eoaversaiion. I had no indination to 
aoeept this •invitation, and I aeedi^ingly made my excuses: 
hot theffood lady eontihued to pfess me, and added,-! 
ezpeet Miss Neale will be of the party. Of* this impo»- 
ing artiele of intelligence, I experienced the fiill force; 
but I endeavored to diaguise my emodons; and, the 
request being once mcite repeated, I consented, and re- 
turned home, notwithstanding all my resolutions, trans- 
ported with the prospect of once more beholding the dea^ 
object of my admiration. That I was now become a real 
lovier, there could be na doubt, i was early at the place 
appointed, and my- enraptured heaft danced With joy, 
wiien I once mora beheld thetriumpftiantftir one; I was 
liappy.to observe, that she regarded me with marked 
attention, but her predilection was rather for the Christian, 
tiMB the man. I was, however, beybnd expression 
elated, and my oonversatioh partook of the* elevation of 
my eoul. The evening was nothing; it was gone, efel 
was sensible if bad well commenced. Bliza, fbr that 
WM^ilMir Ihseiaaiing name, ^oie' fo'take' leate;*'!' was 



,bome« but a con&leiitial iriead Jiad been sent to takm 
th%r^e of her. 1 Tentured, iiowever, to ei^rMii a hops, 
.that 1 ghould see her at Mrs. Allea's, a fnend, wanoly 
■attached t» vm both, oa the following Wednesdiqr eveaing. 
She modestly replied^ she would eadeaT«r to be there; 
aad ia the iaterim, 1 sought to ieara if she- were' disen- 
gaged^ but I could obtaia ao satisfactory saformatioB. 
The appoiated eveaii^f was passed most delightfully, at 
Mrs. Allea's; Ihad the felicity of alteadiag the youag 
lady home^ aad the temerity to ask auoh questicMis, as 
extorted- aa ackaowledgaieat, that she waa aot eaga^d. 
With trembling eageraess, L thea veatured to ^propose 
myself as a caadidate for her favor 'Alas! sir,' she 
replied, ' you have formed too high • aa opimoa of my 
charaeter; I trust you will meet a persoa much more 
deserving of you, thaa J caa pretend to be.' I re-urged 
my suit, with all the fervor, which youth, and an irre- 
pressible passioa could furnish. Her answer is indelibly 
engeaved^upon the tablets of my n^mory. * You, aad* 1, 
sir, profess to believe ia an overruling Previdenee, we 
have both access to the throne of our iieavealy Father. 
Let us»sir«.uabosom< ourselves to our God; I shall, I do 
assure you; so, I aia persuaded, will you; aad if, after 
we have thus done, we. obtain the sanction of the Most 
High, I trust I shall be resigned/ We had now reached 
her habitation, the threshold of which, no pKofesaed M^ 
lower of Whiteiield was.ever allowed to pass. leupplt 
cated for permission to write to her, and in the full coaii' 
dence of christian amity, she acceded to the prayer of my 
.petition. From thb p^od,;; no week paased; daring 
which we did aot exchange letters, aad the psi^, \re 
filled, might have been submitted to the most ri^ inspec* 
tion. Mr&, AUea ivas our confidant, and every letter, 
which passed between us, was put into the haad of this 
discreet matroa, mthout a seal. At the house, of thiv 
lady we had frequeat iaterviews, but aever . without 
witaesses, and our time was passed ia sinffing hymns, 
and in devout prayer. I now believed mysetfthe happiest 
bein^i in creation; I was certain of > possessing a most 
inesumable treasure; and although the grandfather of my 
Kliza, upon whom rested her whole depend^nee, never 
saw me; |ind, if he had, never would have saactieo«d 
our union, wo cherished that hope, which so generally 
proves fallacious. The diear girl requested me to seek, 
and obtain the ex^ilicit approbition of her brother, that 
she nughtat least insure ats cottateaancoy.aad upon my 



«9piiefita«rtdlamrheimfaeaitatMigi)rv«t>tteAt ^IMUMtor. 
mix airi'iny msur m liigJfely honored bv y^oar proposiils.' 
Bat, SBT, iuive «vv« your consent? * Undoobte^^ Bir, and 
.with my whc^hearti^ Thw was suffieieiit, and I vrnn 
tfoii&pletely iHsppy. But, Alas ! < neror did fke couiise of 
ftue lov« run sinoodi.' We were on the rei^e ^ a most 
distressHB^ eakunity : tMs brother, in whom we hild repofl- 
ed unttmited eonfidenee, became myhw^toi^ate -foe, and 
writing an ajoonymoua letter to his graoctfatker^ he repte^ 
seated me as a fortune-banler, who was seeking to obtain 
the heart of his ^andndaughter, for the purpose of 
mddng & prey of her property! This letter prddttced 
ihe desired effect: the old gentleman was extremely 
irritated^ «ad, sencung for Etna, he ptit> the letter into 
her hand, and sternly adced her i^ she had entered into 
liny engftgeixient with a person by the name of Murray? 
when,: receiving an answer in the affinnatire,,)ie game 
|\ill oredk 1o all the rest, and being a man of violent 
passions^ he chraatened her with the loss of his ihiror, if 
fdie dldoot inunedialdsr DPwniae to renounce me forerer. 
He was weli «|)prized, if he could ehtttin her promise, he 
had nothing f\irtner to apprehend. The fiftn, sel^K^llect- 
ed girl, implored his pardon, if she did not yield credence 
to the slandeirs, contained in the desaicable scrawl he had 
placed if] her hand; she besought 'him to see me, to con* 
V'&ese with mey promising, chat if, open a perisonal 
aequalntimce, he condnued to disapplfove, she wotrM 
ebdeaToi* to bend her mind t6 an AcqulesoetMse With hiii 
will. Her grand&ther w«B in^xovmblSj he wotild admit 
po conditions; snd ultnnately as8ui«ed the yoniig lady, if 
She did not veliaqnish e^nsr|^ thought of me, she ttaghX 
give u|> all idea at etner receiving a single penn^ iff his 
property^ He graated her three ^ days for deliberation, 
chtrmr which iperiod, she was to oenidder herself a prisoii* 
er. Of this unexpected event, I speedily gained mtelti- 
ceoee, m&A my soul was torn by bpfNPehensivtn. To £liz^ 
I could ha^e b6 aeeess, and even the interconrse, by letter, 
was suspendedl in this statu of agoni^ng suspense, l 
remained, .natil, through the' insmmiaitalit)' of the 
ehambormaid,' k letter was brought to Mrs. Allen for me, 
which lettei^, ikrhile it gave a most affeetitts det»l of her 
Su^rings, contidned the fullest 'assurance of her unbroken 
^th, and steadfastDegs* She recommended it 4o me, ta 
apply to the sasne Source, Ihom whence she herself had 
derived consolation; t6 the Ahni^bty Fa^erof our spirits,, 
who h^ ^m His hands a)l beaitts; and, she lidded, th^t' 
no pwmri> shout of Omttipotence, should ^et«^ pitTft^ 
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and that, ii^ a few hours, she shcMild be so circumstaitced 
as to prove the sincerity of my afiection, for she was 
jspeedily tip reader her final answeo* to her grandfather. 
She hoped for divine support, during the ardttons nial, to 
which she was called to submit; and she most earnestly 
solicited ipy prayers in her behw. A second letter was 
soon handed me, giving an account of the second inters 
view. 'fWell, my dear ehikl, said the old gentleman, 
'what am I to expect? ami to lose my daughter, the 
comfort of my declining life? Or will you have compas- 
sion upon my old ^e, and relinquish this interested, 
designing man?' * I^ my dear sir I had any reasons for 
supposing the person, of whom you s]9eak, such as you 
beBeve him, the reUnquishment, which you recjuire, 
would not cost an effi)rt; but, sir, Mr. Murray is an 
honest man, he iias a sincere affection for me, I have 
given him reason to hope, and until I am convinced he is 
unworthy of inv esteem, I cannot consent to treat him aA 
if he wero.' Ilere the passions of the old gentleman 
began to lise, when the dear girl foesoucht him to be calm, 
assuring hini it was neither her vnsh, nor intention to 
leave him; nay more, she would pledge her word never 
to leave him, while s|ie.coUld have the felicity of attend* 
ing upon him, if he woi^ not insist upon her violating 
her faith, taeit^ given Co me.. But this would not -do; 
she must abandon. her lover or her fortune; and binding 
h^r determined, he arose from his chair, and seizing his 
will, ii^. which he had bequeathed her one thousand 
pounds sterling, he furiously flung it into the flames, 
immediately causing another will to be written, in which 
he gave to h^r Ixrother, the portion designed for her; and 
thus did tills- young incendiary obtain the object, for 
which he had labored, and to which he had most nefari- 
ously, and darkly, sroped his way. I had now the 
feliciQr of learning, that my £liza had a strongs vahie 
for me, than for her patrimonjr; and she observed to her 
j^randfather, that he had furnished het with an opportu* 
ity of proving the sincerity of my attachment. * If,' said 
she, Vhis views are such, as jron have been taught to 
believe, he. will shortly relinquish me, and thus have I, 
most opportunely, obtained a criterion.' Never did I 
receive a piece of intelligence productive of so much 
heart*^elt pleasure, as the certainty of that potent pre- 
possession, which could thus enable her, whom I esteem«> 
ed the most perfect of human beings, to surrender up, 
without a sign, the giOa of fortune. Words caaneit m* 
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lineate) how greddy I coneeived mysaif eofichedi by this 
Uissful assuraace. Sttli 1 met the brother of £liza, at 
the tabernacley^ aady occaaionaUj at private sockstiesy and 
atill he wore the staiblanoe of amiiy. Previous to thk 
event, the elder Mr. Neale, who was always my friend, 
had become the head of a fanaoly^ during a few weeki) 
we continued in that condition when my itividious calum- 
niator requested me, by a written message, to give him a 
meeting at the house ca his aunt, a lady who resided next 
door to, his grand£uher. , I obeyed the summons, when, 
to my great astonishment, he informed me, it was his 
sister's wish, I would think of her no morej that there 
were many young ladies, with whom I might form a 
connexion, abundantly more advantageous; and that for 
herself, she was weary of contending with her grandfather. 
During the whole of this studied harangue, the torture of 
my soul was scarcely to be endured. Afler a most dis- 
tressing pause, I tremblingly interrogated: Tell me, sir, 
has Miss Neale really empowered you to act in her 
behalf? 'If you doubt it, here is a letter, written^ with 
her own hand, furnished me upon a presumption, that I 
might not obtain a speedy opportumty of seeing you>' 
and he put the letter intamy hand. Mr. Neale knew not, 
that I was in possession of many of his sister's lettersi; 
he knew not, that she had ever written to me; if he had. 
he would hardhr have exhibited this scrawl, as hers. 
The anguish of my soul was no more; yet I assayed to 
conceal my emotions, and contented my self with solemnly 
declaring, that it was only from the lips of Miss Neale I 
would accept my dismission. ' You may,' said he, ' rest 
assured, you will never, with her own consent, again see 
that young lady.' Thus spake, thus acted the<man^ 
whom, the very next morning, I met at Mr. White^d's 
communion. Leaving Mr. Neale, I returned to m^ 
lodgings, sat down and related to Eliza the whole busi^ ' 
ness, enclosing the letter I had received as hers. The 
ensuing day gave me an assurance, under her own hailMl, 
that the whole procedure was unknown to her; nequest^ 
ing, that I would remain perfectlv easy; that i would 
keep my mind entirely to myself, making application 
only to the wonderful Counsellor, and resting in full 
assurance of her fidelity. • This was, enough, and my full 
soul rejoiced in the consolatiouy thus seasonably Iftfibrded 
me. Mr. Neale, supposing hifi arts had succeedoc^ 
brought, forward proposals in favor of a gentleman, edu- 
cated, by his grandfather, who had long loved, loy £lisa; 
but who, fearful of a rejection, had not diacloMd hi$ 
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pkBMn* Ciniiin'oa fame fooii' wafted tomj ear 'ike 
report of these new pretennona; the gentleman was, in 
>evenr reapeet, my superior, and he iiras declared a suc-- 
eessful rival. I met the ohjeot of my soul's afiection at 
■Mrs* Allen's; i communioated the. lacerating iiiteiUgen£« 
.ihad received; ehe simled, tacitfy assured me I hiul noc 
miiehtoa|iprehend, ^and eeobrding to eastom, added. Let 
.ua jiuproTe our opportunity ia tli^ best possible manner, 
lei us devote it to praver, and to praise. Thus revolved 
.daysy weeks, and months; hoping, and fearing^ joying, 
and sorrowing, while my gentle, my amiable fi*iend, 
painfully redproeated every anxiety. It was supposed, 
by her connexions, that she had relinqui^ted her purpose 
HI my favor, and a sueceesion of advantageous proposals 
were brought forward, aD of which she deoisively rejected. 
Once a week, she was permitted to visit, when she never 
-Ibvgot to call upon Mrs. Allen. She also allowed me to 
attend her every Sunday morning beforie day during the 
winter; and I coneidisred myself supremely happy, in the 
privilege of preeentinff myself «tt mr dwelling, on those 
tioly days, by four.o^uock, waidng her appearance; and 
often have I been eyed wi^ suspicion by the watch, and, 
.IB fact, I was once taken up. Neither storms nor tem- 
pests arrested my steps; and sometimes I have tarried, 
undl die dawning day compelled me to retire, when I 
was obliged to pass on, in melancholy solitude, to the 
taberna^. Yetj between love and devotion, I was a 
very 'happy, very disconsolate being. I richly enjoyed 
the pleasures 4»f aiMicipatien, which are geoerally believed 
to> exceed * posdessioiif yet my own experience is very far 
deom askaowledging the justice of thas hjrpothesis. I 
^(ondnued in this estate- more than a year, snatching 
•enjoymehts wliea I ooald, and placing .conideBce in 
futurity, in the coulnse of this year, my insidioiis, a^ 
•ihoughr ^etiU professing ftiend, married a lady of some 
property«^two thousand pounds sterling; his grandfather 
addmg twOithonsand more, one of which he had designed 
•as 'piRwisioii lor his grand-dauffhter; and, strange as it 
may«ppear,'this angelgirl uttered not, upon this occasion, 
^ single reproach! The new alliance strengthened the 
family interest against, me; the lady, without knowing 
me, /wa»n^y .inveterate foe. It was about this time di»- 
cotvered, that the attadhment of Eliza remained in fuU 
Ibrbe* Her grandfather imagined, that «we cherished 
■hope -of a Hlhange in hie sentimeots, or that we should 
ultimately, »at ^leaatinthe evient of his death, come into 
fMMsseswea of some paK' of hts property; and, ikat h^ 
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vigfax offectuany crush ereiy expectation, he so managed, 
aa to put his most valuable possesaions out of his own pow* 
er. ^lie period at loncth arriyed, which completed the 
minoritv of my tender mend; it was upon the eighteenth 
day of May, and this day, the elder Mr. Neale, who, as 
has been obserred, had still continued my fast friend, 
determined to render a gala, by passing it with me in the 
country. With the early dawn we commenced our little 
excursion, when we beheld, at a distance, a young lady 
with a small parcel in her hand; we approached her, 
and, to our great astonishment, recognised, in this young 
lady, the sister of my friend, the precious object of my 
most ardent love. Upon that memoriible mominff she 
had quitted the house of her grandfather, and afl she 
possessed, that had been his, leaving upon her writing 
desk a letter, which lay there, until the family, alarmed 
at her not making her appearance at the breakfast table, 
entered her apartment, wnence the lovely sufferer had so 
recently flown. The letter furnished an explanation; 
it was addressed to her grandfather, and it informed him, 
that the writer would ever acknowledge imretumable 
obligations, for the many favors he had conferred upon 
her; that, if she could have been indulged with her wish 
of living with him, she should have lj«en content; but, 
as the solicitations to enter into matrimonial engagements, 
by which she was persecuted, were unceasing, she was 
convinced she should not be allowed to give this testi* 
mony of her filial attachment; and being now of age, she 
bcHii^ged leave to deliver up the keys, die sums of money, 
with which she had been entrusted, and whatever else 
had pertained to her grandfather; adding an assurance, 
that she should no more return. Her brother William 
immediately conducted her to his house, whither I attended 
them, and where, by her positive orders, we were oblig- 
ed to leave her. Agreeably to her request, we proceeded 
on our proposed walk, and we learned on our return, 
that repeated messengers had been dispatched by her 

grandfather, soliciting her again to become an inmate in 
is house, and that tne ladv of her youngest brother had 
lieen commissioned for this purpose; but that every 
entreaty had proved inefiectuaL For me, fondly flatter* 
in^ myself, that 1 should immediately exchange my vows 
with my amiable, my afiianced friend, at the altar of our 
Uod, I was superlatively happy; but again my high 
wrought expectations proved fallacious. This strong- 
minded woman was a votary of propriety, and she wag 
determined it should not appear, that she had quitted a 
9 
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parent, for the purpose of throwing herself into the mam 
of a husband. She had bid adieu to the paternal roof, 
because she could not, while there, be allowed the exer- 
cise of her own judgment; because measures were taking 
to compel her to marry a man, she could ncTer approve. 
Her eldest brother, her beloved William, she was confi- 
dent would patronize, and protect her; and her needle 
was a resource, from which she could always derive a 
competency. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The Jiuthor becomes a happy husband, a happy fa- 
ther. He embraces 'the truth as it is in Jesus,* and 
from this, and other combining causes, he is involved in 
great difficuities. Death deprives him of his wedded 
friend, andti>f his ififant son, and he is overtaken by a «<- 
ries of calamities. 

Hail ! wedded love ! connubial friendship, hail ! 
Baaed on esteem, — ^if love supplies the ^ie. 
Borne on life's stream we cut our beun^ %ray, 
On smooth seas wafted to the realms of day. 

After six tedious months, from the morning of my Eliza's 
departure from the mansion of her grandfather, had com- 
pleted their tardy round, yielding to my unremitted im- 
portunities she consented to accompany me to the altar. 
We were attended by William, and his lady, with our 
dear Mrs. Allen; and I received, from the hands of our 
very dear brother, an inestimaUe treasure, which consti- 
tuted me in mv own estimation, the happiest cf human 
beings. As I had no house prepared, I gratefully accept^ 
ed the kindness of this belovea brother, who invited us 
to tarrv with him, until we could accommodate ourselves; 
and, if I except one unhappy misunderstanding, which 
took place soon after our marriage, no wedded pair were 
ever blessed with more unbroken felicity. The disagree- 
ment, to which I advert, would not have continued so 
long, but for the instigations of our brother William, 
who insisted upon my supporting what he called my 
dignity, which, as he said, could only be maintained by 
the suhmission of my wife. The quarrel^ like the quar- 



rels-oC most married people, originated in a mere trifle; 
iHit the question was, who should make the first 
conciliatory advances. For two whole daj's we did not 
exchange a single word!! William still imposingly 
urging me, never to surrender my prerogative ! At length, 
iinabb to endure such a state of wretchedness, I told 
Willitan, I would not live another hour in such a situa- 
tion; he only ridiculed me ibr my folly, and bid me take 
the consequence. I, however, entered the chamber of 
niv wife, and, extending my hand, most affectionately said. 
My soul's best treasure, let us no longer continue this 
state of mournful estrangement' for the world I would 
not thus live another day. Why, my love, our sorrows 
will arise from a thousand sources; let us not render 
each other miserable. The dear girl burst into tears, 
and throwing her faithful arms around me, sobbed upon 
m^ bosom, with difficulty articulating, ^ ! my precious 
fnend, you have, as you always wiU have, the superi- 
ority. God for ever bless my faithful, my condescend- 
ing husband.' From this moment we bade adieu to dis- 
sension of every description, successfully cultivating 
that harmony of disposition and augmenting confidence, 
which cannot fail of insuring domestic felicity. We soon 
removed to a house of our own, and there, as I believe, 
enjoyed as much of happiness, as ever fell to the lot of 
humanity. Yet, although thus satisfied with each other, 
there were sources of inquietude, which created us some 
distress. I had heard much of Mr. Relly; he was a 
eonscientious, and zealous preacher, in the city of Lon- 
don. He had, through many revolving years, continued 
faithful to the ministry conunitted to him, and he was 
the theme of every religious sect. He appeared, as he 
was represented to me, highly erroneous; and my indig- 
nation against him, as has already been seen, was very 
strong. I had frequently been solicited to hear him^ 
merely that I mi|[ht be an ear witness of what was term* 
ed his bkuphemtes; but, I arrogantly said, I would no£ 
be a murderer of time. Thus I passed on for a number 
of years, hearing all manner of evil said of Mr. Relly, 
and believing aU I heard, while everv day augmented 
the inveterate hatred, which I bore the man, and his 
adherents. When a worshiraonff brother, or sister, be« 
longing to. the communion, which I considered as honors 
ed by the approbation of Deity was, by this deceiver, 
drawn from the paths of rectitude, the anguish of my 
spirit was indescribable: and I was ready to say, thq 
secular arm ought to ^nte«*pose to prevent the pentitioi 
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,' of souls. I recollect one instance in partieulir^ whkh 

, , pierced me to the soul. A young lady, of irreproachable life^ 

! remarkable for piety, and highly respected by the taber- 

nacle congregation and church, of ^vhich I was a de- 
vout Bienmer, had been ensnared; to my great astonish- 
I meut, she had been induced to hear, and having heard, 

she had embraced the pernicious errors of this detesta- 
^ ble babbler; she was become a believer, a firm, and un- 

r, wavering believer of universal redemption! Horrible! 

[ most horrible ! So high an opinion was entertained of 

^ my talents, having myself been a teacher among the 

' Methodists, and such was my standing in Mr. White- 

field's church, thiU I was deemed adequate to reclaimiog 
this wanderer, and I was strongly urged to the pursuit. 
The poor deluded young woman was abundantly wor- 
thy our most arduous efforts. He, that cofwerteth the 
sinner from the error of his way, shall sate a sotdfrom 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. Thus I thought, 
thus I said; and, swelled with a high idea of my own 
importance, I went, accompanied by two or three of my 
Christian brethren, to see, to converse with, and, if 
need were, to admonish this simple, weak, but, as we 
heretofore believed, meritorious female. Fully persuad* 
ed, that I could easily convince her of her errors, I en^ 
tertained no doubt respecting the result of my underftik- 
ing. The youn^ laay received us with much kind^ 
ness and condescension, while, as I glanced my eye 
upon her fine countenance, beaming with intelligence, 
mingling pity an4 contempt grew in my bosom. After 
the first ceremonies, we sat for some time silent; at 
length I drew up a heavy sigh, and uttered a pathetic 
sentiment, relative to the deplorable condition of those, 
who live, and die in unbeliet; and I concluded a violent 
1^ declamation, by pronouncing, with great earnestness, He, 

1 that believeth nor, shaU be damned, 

' ^ And pray, sir, said the young lady, with great sweet- 

] ness, * rray, sir, what is the luebeliever damned for not 

believing?' 
J What is he damned for no« believing? Why, he it 

damned for not believing, 
\ * But, my dear sir, she asked what was that, whieh he 

[ did not believe, for which he was ^lamned?' 

! Why, for not believing in Jesus Christ, te be sure 

[ ' Do you mean to say, that unbeli«^vers ore damaedr 

for not believing there was such a pMrton an Jesa* 
Christ?' 
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Noj 1 4o ootj a man nu^ believe there was such a per 
■on, and yet be damned. 

* What then, sir, must he believe, in order to avoid 
damnation?' 

Why he must believe that Jesus Christ is a complete 
Saviour. 

* Well, suppose he were to believe, that Jesus Christ 
was the complete Saviour of others, would this belief 
save him?' 

No, he must believe, that Christ Jesus is his complete 
Saviour: every individual must believe for hinuey, that 
Jesus Christ is his complete Saviour, 

/ Why, sir, is Jesus Christ the Saviour of any imft^Ztev- 
ers7' 

No, madam. 

' Why, then, should any unbeliever believe, that Jesus 
Christ is his Saviour, if he be not his Saviour V 

£ say he is not the Saviour of any one, until he be« 
lieves. 

* Then, if Jesus be not the Saviour of the wdteliever^ 
until he believes, the unbeliever is called upon to believe 
a lie. It appears to me, sir, that Jesus is the complete 
SsLYiour of unbelievers; and that unbelievers are called 
upon to believe the truth; and that, by believing they are 
saved, in their own t^fprenension,sav£d from all those dreads 
fvl fears, which are consequent upon a state of conscious 
condemnation.' 

No, madam; you are dreadfully, I trust not fatally, 
milled. Jesus never was, nor never will be, the Saviour 
of any unbeliever. 

' Do you think Jesus is your Saviour, sir?' 

I hope he is. 

* Were you alvsays a believer, sir?.' 
No, madam. 

* Then you were once an unbeliever; that is, you once 
believed, that Jesus Christ was not your Saviour. Now* 
as you say, he never vbm, nor never voiU be, the Saviour 
of any unbeliever ^ as you were once an unbeliever , he 
never can be your Saviour.' 

He never was my Saviour till I believed. 

* Did he never die for you, till you believed, sir?' 
Here £ was extremely embarrassed, and most devoutly* 

wished myself out of her habitation; I sighed bitterly, 
expressed deep commiseration for those souls, who had 
nothing but head-knowledge: drew out my watch, dis^ 
9* 
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e&vered it ioa9 Me; and, tettiHtei^ng ta engftgemenf, ^U* 
seryed it was time to" take leave.* 

I was extremely mortified: the-younglady obscrt^ff my 
confusion, but was too generous to pursue her triumph. 
I arose to depart; the com{nuiy arose; she urged us to 
tarry; addressed each of us in the language of kindness. 
Her countenance seemed to wear a resemblance of the 
heaven which she contemplated; it was stamped by bedig>' 
nity : and when we bade her adieu, she enriched us by her 
gooa wishes. 

I suspected that my religious brethren saw she had the 
advantage of me: and I felt, that her remarks were in 
deed unanswertAle, My pride was hurt, and I determin- 
ed to ascertain the exact sentiments of my associates, re- 
specting this interview. Poor soul, said I, she is far gone 
in error. True, said they; but she is, notwithstanding, a 
very sensible woman. Ay, ay, thought I, they have as- 
suredly discovered, that she has proved too mighty for 
me. Ves, said I, she has a great deal of head knowledge; 
but yet she may b* a lost, damned soul. I hope not, re- 
turned one of my friends; she is a very pood young 
woman. I saw, and it was with extreme cnagrin, that 
the result of this visit had depreciated me in the opinion of 
my companions. But I could only censure and condemn, 
(Solemnly observing, — It was better not to converse with 
ftny of those apostates, and it would be judicious never 
to associate with them upon any occasion. From this 
period, I myself careftilly avoided every Uni versa list, 
and most ewdiaUy did I hate them. My ear was op^n .^ 
to the public calumniator, to the secret whisperer, and I y^ / 
yieldea credence to every scandalous report, however, X 
improbable. My informers were good people; I had no 
doubtof their veracity; and I believed it would be diffi- 
cult to paint Reily^ and his connexions, in colors too 
black. How severely has the laij6 of retaliation been 
since exerdsed in the stabs, which have been aimed at 
my own reputation ! ReOy was described, as a man black' 
With dimes: an atrocious offender, both in principle and 
practice. He had, it wfis said, abused and deserted an 

*More tlnLB half a century has elapsed rince the conyemtioa 
heM Mlaled took place, and there has been much co]itroYer83r 
upon the siAnect; yet it bat not oome to eur knowledge that the 
c||{paBeiii of . UniveraaUam have discovered any bettei; way of aa- 
Bwerine the inquiry of the voung. convert than that adopted, at 
that time hy our author. What is that truth' the unbelief or 
which makes God a liar? It is, that he is the SaTiour of all man« 
kind. Ed. 
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amtalfte wife; and, it was added, that he retained in hi« 
house an abandoned woman: and that he not onl^ thua 
conducted himself, but, publicly, and most nefanously, 
taught his hearers to dare the laws of their country, and 
their €rod. Hence, said my informers, the dissipated and 
unprincipled, of every class, flock to his church: his con- 
gregation is astonishingly large, the carriages of the great 
blo^L up the street, in which his meeting-house stands, 
and he is the idol of the voluptuous of every description. 
All this, and much more was said, industriouslv propaga- 
ted, and credited in every religious circle, denomina- 
tions, at variance with each other, most cordially agreed in 
thus thinking^, and thus speaking of Relly, of his preach- 
ing, and of his practice. I con&ss I felt a strong mclina'^ 
tion to see, and hear this monster, once at least; but the 
risk was dreadful! I could not gather courage to hazard 
the steadfastness of my faith; and for many years I per- 
^vered in nny resolution, on no consideration to contam- 
inate my ear by the sound of his voice. At length, how 
ever, I was prevailed upon to enter his church; but I 
detested the sight of him; and my mind, prejudiced by 
the reports, to which I had listened respecting him, was 
too completely filled with a recollection of his fancied 
atrocities, to permit a candid attention to his subject, or 
his mode of investigation, I wondered much at his im- 
pudence^ in daring to speak in the name of Crod: and I 
felt assured, that he was treasuring up unto himself wrath 
against the day of wrath, I looked upon his deluded au- 
dience with fdtemate pity and contempt, and I thanked 
God, that I was not one of them, I reioiced, when I es- 
caped -from tiie house, and, as I passea home, I exclaim- 
ed, almost audibly: Why, O my God, was I not left in 
this deplorable, dampable state? given up, like this poor 
unfortunate people, to believe a lie, to the utter perver 
ision of my soul? But I was thus furnished with another 
prdof of my eieetttm, in consequence of my not being de- 
ceived by this detestable deceiver; and, of course, my 
Gonsolation was great. 

About this time, there was a religious society establish- 
ed in Ccmnon-street, in an independent meeting-house, 
for the purpose of elucidating difficult passages of scrip- 
ture. This society chose for dicir president a Mr. Mason, 
who, although not a clerical gentleman, was neverthe- 
less, of high standing in the religious world: frequent ap- 
^ratlons were made to himi in Ae character of a physi- 
eian to the sinking, sorrowing, sin-sick soul. His ficure 
was commanding, and well calculated to iSIl the minds of 
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young converts with religious awe* When thisi compMiv 
of serious inquirers were assembled, tJie president aj* 
dressed the throne of grace, in a solemn and appropriato 
prayer, and the subject for the evening was next pro* 
posed. Evay member of the society was indulged with 
the privilege of expressing his sentiments, for the space 
of five minutes 3 a glass was upon the table, which ran 
accurately the given term. The president held in his 
hand a small ivory hammer: when the speaker *8 time 
had expired, he had a right to give him notice by a stroke 
on the table, round which the members were seated. 
But, if he approved of what was delivered, it was option- 
al with him to extend the limits of his term. Whmk the 
question had gone round the table, the president summed 
up the evidences, ^ave his own judgment, and, havinff 
proposed the quesUon for the next evening, concluded 
with prayer. 

Upon this society I was a constant attendcmt, and I 
was frequently gratified by the indulgence of the prosi* 
dent and the implied approbation of the society. It was 
on the close of one of those evenings, which were to me 
very precious opportunities, that the president took me 
by the hand, and requested me to accompany him into 
the vestry. * Sit down, m}r good sir: you cannot but have 
seen, that I have long distinguished you in this society; 
that I have been pleased with your observations; and I 



have given indisputable evidence, that both my reason 
and my judgment, approved your remarks.' I bowed 
respectfully, and endeavored to express my gratitude, iu 



a manner becoming an occasion so truly flattering. 

* M^ object,' said he, ' in seeking to engace you in pri- 
vate, IS to request you would take home wiui you a pam- 
phlet I have written against Reliy's Union. I have long 
wondered, that some able servant of our Master has not 
taken up this subject. But, as my superiors are silent, I 
have been urged by a sense of duty to make a stand, and 
I have done all in my power to prevent the penpcioui 
tendency of this soul-destroying book.' 

Although, at this period, I had never seen Reliy's 
Union, yet my heart rejoiced, that Mason, this great and 
good man, had undertaken to write against it, and, from 
the abundance of my heart, my mouth overflowed with 
thankfulness. 

^ All that Ijequest of you, said Mr. Mason, ' is to take 
this manuscript home with you, and keep it till, our next 
meeting. Meet me in this vestry, a little before the usu- 
al time. Read it, I en^eat you, carefully, and faror me 
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fvllh yoor unbiAssed sentiitieiiti.' I was elated by the 
honor done me and I evinced much astonishment at the 
coniideiice reposed in me. But he was pleased te ex- 
press a high opinioa of my judgment, abilities, and ^ood- 
tiesa of heart, and he begged leave to avail himself of 
those qualities, with which his fancy had invested me. 

I took the manuscript home, perused it carefully, and 
^th much pleasure, until I came to a passage at which 
I was constrained to pause, pmnfidly to pawe. Mr. Kel- 
ly has said, speaking of the record, which God save of 
his Son: Thu life u in his Son, and Ae, that SeUevetI\ 
not this record, maketh God a liar; from whence, infer- 
red Mr. Relly, it is plain, that God hath given this eter- 
nal life in the Son to unbelievers, as fully as to believers, 
else the w^eliever could not, by his unbelief make God a 
Uer. Tkisi said Mr. Mason, pwinit^ upon the author's 
name, is iust as clear, as that this writer is an Irish 
Bishop. I was grieved to observe, that Mr. Mason could 
say no more upon a subject so momentous; nor could I 
forbear aHowing more, than I wished to allow, to the 
reaaoning of Mr. Reliy. Most devoutly did I lament, 
that the advantage in argument did not rest with my ad- 
mired friend. Mason; and I was especiallv desirous that 
this last argument should have been completelv confuted. 
I wad pORitive, that €hd never gave eternal Itfe to any 
unbeliever J and yet I was perplexed to decide how, if 
God had not given life to unbelievers, they could 
nossibly make God a liar, by believing that he nad not. 
My mind was incessantly exercised, and greatly embar- 
rassed upon this question. What is it to make any one 
a liar, but to deny the truth of what he has said? But, 
if God had no where said, he had ffiven life to unbelievers 
how could the unbeliever make God a liar 7 The stronger 
this argument seemed in favor of the grace and love of 
God, the more distressed and unhappv I became; and 
tnost earnestly did I wish, that Mr. Mason's pamphlet 
might contain something that was more rational, more 
scriptural, than a mere pun; that he miffht be able to ad- 
duce proof positive, that the gift of God, which is ever- 
lasting life, was never given to anu but believers. I was 
imiisputably assured, that I myself was a believer; and 
right precious did I hold my exdusive property in the Son^ 
of God. ^vAi 

At the appointed time, I met Mr. Masouin the vestiy. 
* Well, sir, I presume you have read my manuscript?' I 
have, sir, and I have raad it repeatedly. ^ Well, sir, speak 
freely, is there any thing in the manuscript whiek yoil 
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difilike ?' Why« sir, as vou are so good as to iadulg* Am 
with the liberty of speasiDg, I will venture to point out 
one passage, which appears to me not sufficiently clear. 
Panloo me, sir, but surely argtuneiU, especially upon re- 
Ugious subjects, ispreferaJble to ridicule ^ to punning lyon 
the name of an autnor. ' And where, prav, is the objec- 
tionable parajB^ph, to which you advert r I pointed it 
out; but, on looking in his face, I observed his counte- 
nance fallen; it was.no longer toward me. Mr. Mason 
questioned my judgment, and never afterward honored me 
by his attention. However, I still believed Mason right, 
^ and ReUy torong; for if Relly was right, the conclusion 
was unavoidable, all men must finally oe saved. But this 
was out of the question, utterly impossible; all religious 
denominations agreed to condemn this heresy, to consid- 
er it as a damnable doctrine, and what every religious de- 
^nomination united to condenm, must be false.* 

Thus, although I lost the favor of Mr. Mason, and 
be published his pamphlet precisely as it stood, when 
submitted to my perusal, yet my reverential regard for him 
was not diminished. I wished, most cordially wished sue* 
cess to his book, and destruction to the author against 
whom it was written. 

In this manner, some months rolled over my head, 
when, accompanying my wife on a visit to her aunt, after 
the usual ceremonies, I repaired, according to custom, 
to the book-case, and turning over many books and 
pamphlets, I at length opened one, that had been robbed 
of its title page; but in running it over, I came to the 
very argument, which had excited so much anxiety in 
my bosom. It* was the first moment I had ever seen 
a line of Mr. Kelly's writing, except in Mr. Mason's 
pamphlet. I was much astonished, and turning to Mrs 
Murray, I informed her, I held Mr. Relly 's Union in 
my hand. I asked our uncle, if I might put it in my 
pocket? ^Surely,' said he, 'and keep it there, if you 
please, I never read books of divinitr; I know not what 
the pamphlet is, nor do I wish to know.' As I put it 
into my pocket, my mind became alarmed, and perturb 
•d. It was dangerous, it was tampering with poison; 
it was like taking fire into my bosom; I had better 
throw it into the names, or restore it to the bo^-case; 

*In the state of Mr. Murray's mind at that time, we liave a lively 
representation of what is true of thoasands who would pass for sin- 
cere inquirers after truth. We cannot withhold the following senti- 
ment : ' Truth is no less true on account of the weakness of its yota- 
lies ^ nor can error be made tmtb by th» approbation of misguided 
niJlioAs/ 
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iueh was the conflict in my bosom. However in th« 
fall assurance, that the elect toeresafe; andthat^ oHhaugh 
they took any deadly thing, it thotM not hurt them, I 
decided to read the Union; and having thus made up my 
mind, experienced a degree of impatience, until I reach* 
ed home, when, addressing the dear companion of my 
youth, I saidj I have, my dear, judged, and condemned, 
before 1 have heard; but I have now an opportunity given 
me for deliberate investigation. *But,» returned Mrs. 
Murray, * are we sufficient of ourselves.^' No, my love, 
certainly we are not; but God, all gracious, hath said. 
If any lack wisdom, let them ask of Gody who giveth lib- 
eraUy and uphraideth not. My heart is exercised by ^ 
fearful apprehensions; this moment I dread to read, the 
next I am anxious to hear what the author can say. We 
will, therefore, lay tnis book before our God. There 
is, my love, a God, who is not far from every one of 
us : we are directed to make our requests knovm unto 
Him for all things, by supplication and prayer. God 
hath never yet said to an^. Seek ye my race, in vain; 
we will then pray for his direction and counsel; and we 
may rest in the assurance of obtaining both. Accord- 
ingly, we entered our closet, and both of us, for we were 
both equally interested, prostrated ourselves before 
God, with pxayers and tears, beseeching Him, the God 
of mercy, to look with pity on us; we were on the point 
of attending to doctrines of which we were not, we 
could not l^ judges, and we earnestly supplicated Him 
to lead us into all truth. If the volume before us con- 
tained truth, we entreated Him to show it to us, and to 
increase our faith; if on the other hand, it contained 
falsehood, we beseeched God to make it manifest, that 
we miffht not be deceived. No poor criminal ever prayedV 
for lire, when under sentence of death, with greater 
fervor of devotion, than did my laboring soul upon this 
occasion supplicate for the light of life to direct my 
erring steps. After thus weeping, and thus supplicating, 
we opened the bible, and began to read this book, look- 
in? into the bible for the passages, to which the writer 
referred. We were astonished and delighted at the beauty 
of the scriptures, thus exhibited: it seemed, as if every 
sentence was an apple of gold in a picture of silver; and 
still, as we proceeded, the wonder was, that so much di« 
vine truth should be spoken by so heinous a transgressor; 
and tlus consideration seemed suggested, as a reason 
why I should not cootitttte reading. Can any thing good 
proceed from such a character? Would not truth bave 
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been revealed to men, eminent for virtue? How in it 
possible discoveries, so important, should never, until 
now, have been made^ and now only by this man ? Yet 
I considered, God^s ways were in the great deep; he 
would send, by whom he would send; choosing the weak 
and base things to confound the mighty and the slrongy 
that no flesh should glory in his presence. And, as my 
lovely wife justly observed, I was not sure, all I heard 
of Mr. Relly was true; that our Saviour Jhad said to 
his disciples, They shall say all manner of evil of you 
falsely; and the present instance may be a case in point. 
-You have no personal aoquaintaace with Mr. Relly,' 
said she: 'nor do you know, that any of those, from 
whom you have received his character; are better in- 
formed than yourself. I think it doth not become us to 
speak or believe evil of any man, i^ithout the strongest 
possible proof All this was rational; I felt its full 
force, and blushed for my own creduliQr. I proceeded 
to read. The Union introduced me to many passages of 
iicripture, which had before escaped my observation. 
A student, as I had been of the scriptures, from the first 
dawn of my reason, I could not but wonder at myself; 
I turned to Mr. Mason's book, and I discovered want of 
candor, and a kind of duplicity, which had not before 
met my view, and which perhaps would never have 
caught my attention bad I not read the Union. I saw 
the grand object untouched, while Relly had clearly 
pointed out the doctrines of the gospel, x et there were 
many passages, that I could not understand, and I fell 
myself distressingly embarrassed. One moment I wish* 
ed Orom my soul, X had never seen the Uniotn; and the 
next my heart was enlarged, and lifted up by considerar 
tions, which swelled my bosom to. ecstasy. This was 
the situation of ray noind, during many succeeding months, 
and a large proportion of my time was passed in reading, 
and studying the scriptures, and in prayer. My under- 
standing was pressing on to new attainments, and the 
prospect brightened ^ore me. I wfis greatly attached 
to my minister, Mr. Hitohins: he was eminent in his 
line, and a roost- pleasing preacher. Mrs. Murray was 
in the habit of taking down his sermons in short hand. 
We were delighted with the mf^l, and accustomed to 
eonsider him a genuine gospel preacher. It happened, 
that Mr. Hitchins took a journey into the country, and 
was absent on the sabbath day.. Come, my dear, said 
I, our minister is out of town, let us avail ourselves of 
the opportunity, aA4 hear the writer of the Union; thi» is n 
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prlvile^, which few, who read books, can have; aa au^ 
thors are generally numbered with the dead, before their 
labors are submitted to the public eye.' Her consent 
was yielded to my solicitations; but we were terrified, as 
we passed along, in the fear of meeting some of our 
religious brethren; happily, however, we reached the 
meeting-house, without encountering any one, to whom 
we were known- ^ 

Mr. Relly had changed his place of worship, and we^ 
were astonished to observe a striking proof of the false* 
hood of those reports, which had reached us; no coaches 
thronged the street, nor surrounded the door of this meet* 
ing-house; there was no vestige of grandeur, either^ 
within or without. The house had formerly been occu-*> 
pied by Quakers; their were no seats, save a few benches; 
and the pulpit was frained of a few rough boards, over 
which no plane had ever passed. The audience corres- 
ponded with the house, they did not appear very reli- 
gious; that is, they were not melancholy; and I therefore 
suspected they had not much piety. I attended to every 
thing; the hymn was goody the prayer excellent, and 1 
was astonished to witness, in so bad a man, so much 
apparent devotion; for still, I must confess, the pre- 
judices, I had received from my religious friends, were 
p^valent in my mind. Mr. Belly gave out his text. 
' Either make the tree goody and its fruit good,, or the tree 
corrupt^ and its fruit corrupt; for every tree it known by 
its fruit; a good tree cimnot Mng forth corrupt fruity 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.' I was 
immeasurably surprised. What, thought I, has this man 
to do with a passage, so calculated to condemn himself?^ 
But, as he proceeded, every faculty of my soul was pow- 
erfully seized and captivated, and I was perfectly amased, 
while he explained who we were to understand by the 
good and tv/to by the bad trees. He proved, beyond coa- 
tradiction, that a good tree could not bring forth any 
corrupt fruity but there was no man, who lived and sin- 
ned not; all mankind had corrupted themselves, there^ 
were none therefore good; no, not one. 

No mere man, since the fall, has been able to keep 
the commandments of God; but daUy doth break them, in 
thought 9 in word and in deed. Tnere was, however, 
oue good tree, JESUS; He indeed stands, as the apple- 
tree, among the trees of the wood; He is that good tree 
which cannot bring forth corrupt fnUt', under His shadow 
the believer reposeth; the fruit of this tree is sweet to his 
tMte; and the matter of his theme constantly is < Whom 
10 
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have lin heavenybut thee^ and there is none vpon earthy 
Jhat I desire y beside thee J* I was constrained to believe, 
that I had never, until this moment, heard the Redeem- 
er preached; and, as I said, I attended with my whole 
soul. I was humbled, I was confounded; I saw clearly^ 
^that I had been all my life expecting ^ood fruit from 
corrupt treeSi graves on thorns, and Jigs on thistles, I 
suspected myself; 1 had lost my standing; I was unsettled, 

gerturbed, and wretched. A few individuals, whom I 
ad known at Mr. Whitefield's tabernacle, were among 
Mr. Relly^s audience, and I heard them say, as they 
passed out of the aisle of the church, I w mder how the 
Pharisees would like our preacher? I wished to hear 
Mrs. Murray speak upon the subject; but we passed on 
wrapped in contemplation. At length I broke silence: 
"Wetl^ my dear, what are your itentiments? * Nay, my 
dear, what is your opinion ?' I never heard truth, un- 
adulterated truth, before; so sure as there is a God iu 
heaven, if the scriptures be the word of God, the testi- 
mony this day delivered, is the truth of God. It is the 
first consistent sermon I have ever heard. I reached 
home full of this sermon; took up the Union, read it 
with new pleasure; attended again and again, upon Mr. 
Relly, and was more and more astonished. Mr. Hitch • 
ins returned home, but, as I conceived, very much chang- 
ed, more inconsistent than ever. • No, my dear,' said 
my wife, * it is you, who are changed; he preaches, as I 
can prove by my notes, precisely the same; yet it is truly 
surprising, that his multiplied contradictions have, until 
now, passed without our observation.' Well, said I, 
what are we to do.? Can we, in future bear such in- 
consistencies, now that we are better informed.^ Suppose 
we keep our seats as usual; attending, however, one 
half of every Sabbath, tb the preacher of Christ Jesus? 
On this we inrunediately determined, and, by this expe- 
dient^ we imagined we might be gratified by hearing 
the truth, without running the risk of losing our repu- 
tation; for we well knew, that as professed adherents 
of Mr. Relly, we could no longer preserve that spotless 

^ fame we delighted to cherish* 

^ ' I now cominenced the reading of the S6riptures, with 
augmented diligence. The Bible was indeed a new book 
to me; the veil was taken from my heart, and the word' 
of my God became right precious to my soul. Many 
scriptures, that I had not before known, forcibly pressed 
upon my observation; and many, that, until now, I had 
not sufiTered myself to believe. Still the doctrine ofelee^ 



I 
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Hon distressed me; unfortunately, I had connected this 
doctrine of election with the doctrine of ^finiU reprobation; 
not considering, that, although the Jirst was indubitably 
a scripture doctrine, the last teas not to be found m, nor J 
could be supported by revelation.* I determined to call 
upon, and converse with Mr. Hitchins, on this important 
subject. I found him in his study, encompassed about 
with the writings of ^eat men. I wait upon you, sir, for 
the purpose of obtaining help. The Arminians show 
me many scriptures, which proclaim the universality of 
the Atonement. I cannot answer them. What my dear 
sir, shall I do .^ ^ ^hy , sir, the doctrines of election, and 
reprobation, are doctrines we are bound to believe, as 
articles of our faith; but I can say, with the Rev. Mr. 
Hervey, I never wish to think of them, except upon my 
knees. I never heard any one undertake to explain them, 
who did not still further embarrass the sul]ject. One oo- 
servation is, however, conclusive, and it never fails ef- 
fectually to silence the Arminian : That if, as they af- 
firm, Christ died for all ment H^*^ assuredly all men musi 
be saved] for no one can be eterTudly lost^ for whom the 
Redeemer shed his precious blood; such an event is im<r 
possible. Now, as the Arminians will not admit a pos- 
sibility, that aU Avill finally be saved, they are thus easily 
confounded.' This, I thought, was veiy good; it was 
clear, as any testimony in divine revelatiqn, that Christ 
Jesusy died for all, for the sins of the whole world, for 
every man, &c.; and even Mr. Hitchens had declared, 
that ^^ one) for whom Christ died must finally be 
saved. This I took home with me to my wife: she saw 
the truth, that we were so well prepared to embrace, 
manifested even by the testimony of its enemies, and we 
were inexpressibly anxious to hear, and to understand. 
We now attended public worship, not only as a duty, 
conceiving that we tnus increased a fund of righteousness^ 
upon which we were to draw in every exigence, but it 
became our pleasure, our consolation, and our highest enn 
joyment. We began to feed upon the truth as tt is in 
Jesus, and every discovery we made filled us with unut- 
terable transport. I regarded my friends with increasing 
affection, and I conceived, if I had an opportunity of eon" 
versing with the whole world, the whole world would be 

* It was quite natarel for Mr. Marmj, impressed as his mind wag 
with the seotimemtfl of Mr. Whitefield, to embrace the. doctrine of 
EUectioo, as here given. Universaliflts genemlly would, perhapt 
now dissent from his peculiar views of the subject. Our owa aeutirr, 
nests are well expressed in £pb. i. 1^10. En. 
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convinced, 1% niiffkt truly, haye beea said, thaJt we bad ^ 
taste of heaven below. 

It Yfa^ soon whimpered in the tabemacley that I had fre« 
quently been seen going to, and coming from Kelly's 
meeting ! This alarmed many^ and one dear frieiid con- 
versed with me in private upon the sul^ect, heard wbat, 
from the abundance of my heart, my mouth was con» 
strained to utter, smiled, pitied me, and begged I would 
not be too communicative, lest the business should be 
brought before the society, and . excommunicatiou migiu 
follow. J thanked him ^or his caution j but as 1 had eou^ 
versed only with Am, I had hazarded nothing. In a Abort 
time I was cited to appear before the society, worshipping 
in Mr. Whitefield's tabernacle j I obeyed die sununous, 
and found myself in ^he mid^t of a very ^loonw comp»* 
ny, all seemingly in great .di^stress; they sighea very.bjjt-i 
terly, aod at last gave me tp, underataiidi that they hacl 
heard, I had become an attendant upon that monstejr» 
Relly, and they wished to know if their information waa 
correct. I reauested I misht be told> from whom they 
had their intelligence? fold they were evidently embar-* 
rassed by my question ^ StiU, however, 1 insisted upoB 
being confronted with my. accuser, and they at length 
consented to sununoi^, him: but I was nearly petrified, 
when I learned it )¥as the ioentical friend, who had frif 
vately eon'pened with n^e, and. who had privately caution' 
ed mey that had lodged the information against me ' Up- 
on this friend; I had called, in my way to the tabernacle, 
confiding to him my situation; he said, he had feared the 
event; be pitied me, and prayed with me. But he did not 
calculate upon being confronted with me, and his confut 
si on was too great to suffer his attendance. It was then 
referred tome: 'Was it a fact, had I attended upon 
Relly?' I had. *DidI believe what I heard?' I an-* 
swered, that 1 did-^nd my trial commenced. They 
could not prove, I had violated those articles, to which 1 
had subscribed. I had, in no point of view, infringed 
the contract, by which I was bound. But they appre*' 
bended, if I continueid to approbate Belly, by my occa^ 
sional attendance on bis ministry, my example would be^ 
come contagious; exc^t, therefore, I would give them 
my word, that I would wholly abandon this pernicious 
practice, they must, however unwillingly, pronounce up- 
on me the sentence of excooDmunieation. I refused to 
bind myself by anv promise; I assured them, I would coil 
tinue to hear, and to judg^ for myself; and that I held it 
my duty, to receive the truth of God wherever it mifht 
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"be manifested. * But Relly holds the truth in unright- 
eousness.' I have nothing to do with his unrighteous 
ness; my own conduct is not more reprehensible, than 
heretofore. They granted this; but the force of exam- 
ple was frequently irresistible, and, if I were permitted to 
follow uncensured, my own inclination, others might 
claim the same indulgence, to the utter perversion of their 
Bouis. It was then conceded in my faror, that, if I would 
confine my sentiments to m^ own bosom, they would 
continue me a member of their communion,* I refused to 
accede to this proposal. I would not be under an obli- 
gation to remam silent. I must, so oHen as opportunity 
might present, consider myself as called upon to advocate 
truth. The question was then put — Should I be con 
Bidered a member of the societv upon my own terms.' 
4.nd it was lost by only three voices. 

It was one in the morning, when I returned home to 
mv poor disconsolate wife, who was waiting for me; and 
when I entered her apartment, my spirits were so sunk, 
that, throwing myself into a chair, I burst into tears. 
But the sweet soother of my every woe, hastened to com* 
municate that consolation, she w s so eminently^ qualifi- 
ed to bestow. * Now,' said she, * for the first ttniey you 
know what it is to sufiTer for Christ's sake; and you must 
arm yourself with fortitude to bear, what the adherents 
of ^lr. Relly must alwa;y's bear. Let us offer up praise 
and thanksffivitiff, that it is no worse. Fear not thoae^ 
who can omy kiU the body; these, however ^ have not power 
to kill the body; it is true they can do more; they cau 
murder our ffood name, which is rather to be chosen'than 
life itself. But let us not fear; our God will be with us. 
He will preserve, and protect us.' Our hearts, however, 
were very full, and with great devotion we wept and 
prayed together. 

About this time, the grandfather of my Eliza sent for 
her to visit him at his country seat, ten miles from Lon 
don: this was highly gratifying, and abundantly more so, 
as laiso was included in the invitation. After seeing 
And conversing with me, he sincerely lamented, that he 
had been so far duped by the artful, and designing, as to 
put the disposition of the greater part of his property at 
nis decease entirely out of his own power; but what he 
could do, he most cheerfully did. Yet even here we 
were pursued by disappointment. He requested me to 
procure him a capable, sober domestic; and I engaged 
A woman, who, as I believed, answered his description; 
but, proving an artful hussey, she gradually obtained, 
10* 
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oyer the nuDd of the old gentlem^n^ aii astonisliing inp 
ftnenee, that resulted in a marri^e, which effectually pre- 
▼etited his familj connexions ^ora ever again visiting 
him! Thus >vere our new-bom expoctations» from a 
reconciled parent, levelled with the dust. A series of 
calamities succeeded; those whom I had esteemed mj 
best, and dearest fViends, proved my most inveterate foes, 
and, finding it impossible to reclaim us, from what they 
conceived paths of error, persecuted ug with unceasing 
virulence. Presents, bestowed in the day of confidence, 
as tokens of affection, were claimed as legal debts; and 
as the law dqes not allow presents, I was arrested for the 
amount, betrayed, by my reli^ous friends, into the hands 
of bailifis, at a time when, had the promised lenity been 
exercised, I could have paid to the utmost farthing. 
Thus heaven thought proper to keep us low; but our 
faith increased, and we cherished that hope, which 
mnketh not ashamed; and, even while struggling with 
difficulties, we ei^oyed a heaven upon earth. Gradually 
I surmounted the greater part of my difficulties. At the 
house of our brother William, I had an interview with 
our once obdurate you iger brother; he seemed penetrat- 
ed with sorrow for our longK^ontinued estrangement; 
he hung upon my neck, wejpt bitterly, and expressed a 
fear, that I could never fornve him. I also shed many 
tears, and extending to him Uie hand of amity, clasped him 
to my bosom, with a most cordial embrace. This was a 
most pleasant circumstance to my beloved Eliza; all now 
seemed delightful. We had a sweet little retirement in 
a rural part of the cit^; we wanted but little, and our 
wants were all supplied; and perhaps we enjoyed as 
much, as human nature can enjoy. One dear pledge of 
love, a son, whom my wife regarded as the image of his 
father, completed our felicity. But, alas! this boy was 
lent us no more than one short year ! He expired m the 
arms of his agnized mother, whose health, from that 
fataf moment, be^an to decline. I was beyond expression 
terrified. Physicians recommended the country; but my 
business confined me in London, and my circumstances 
would not admit of my renting two houses. I took lodg- 
ings at a small distance from town, returning myself 
every day to London. The disorder advanced with ter- 
rific strides; my soul was tortured; every time 1 ap- 
proached her chamber, even the sigh, which proclaimed 
she still lived, administered a meTancholy relief. This 
was indeed a time of sorrow and distress, beyond what I 
had ever befbre known; I have been astonished how I 
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existed tbrpuj^h vich scenes* Surely, in ever^ time of 
troaUe, God is a very present help. I was obliged to re- 
jDoye the dear creature> dnrinff her reduced situation^ 
die house in whieh I had taken lodffings being sold; but 
I obtained for her a situation about four miles from town. 
The scenes around her new lodgings were charming: she 
seemed pleased, and I was delisted. For a few davs 
we believed her better, and again I experienced all tne 
rapture of hope. My difficulties, however, were many; 
I was necessitated to pass my days in London; could I 
hare continued with her, it would have been some relief. 
But as mj physician gave me no hope, when I jjarted 
from her in the momiuff, I was frequently terrified iu the 
dread of meeting death on my return. Often, for my 
sake, did the sweet angel struggle to appear relieved, but, 
alas f I could discern it was a struggle, and my anguish 
became still more poignant. To add to my distresses^ 
poverty came in like a flood. I had my house in town» 
R servant there; the doctor, the apothecary, the nurse, the 
lodgings ill the country; every thing to provide; daily 

rassing, and repassing* Truly my heart was very $ore. 
was friendless. My religious friends ha<L on my hear- 
ing and advocati^ the doctrines, preached by all God's 
holy prophete ever since the world began, become my 
most inveterate fbes. Our grandfather was under the do« 
minion of the woman I Had introduced to him, who 
had barred his doors against us; the heart of our 
younffer brother was again closed, and, as if angr)r 
with nimself for the concessions he had made, was more 
than ever estranged; and even our elder brother, who in 
every situation had for a long season evinced himself my 
faitlnul friend, had forsaken us 1 I had, most indiscreetly » 
ventured to point out some errors in the domestic ar 
rangemetus of his wife, which I believed would eventuate 
in his ruin, aij^d he so far resented this freedom, as to 
abandon all Intercourse with me. ^ Among Mr. Relly'a 
acquaintance, I had no intimates, indeed liardly an ac- 
quaintance; I had suffered so much from religious cour 
nexions, that I had determined, as much as' possible, to 
stand aloof, during the residue of noy journey torough life. 
Thus was I circumstanced, when the fell destroyer oimj^ 
peace aimed his most deadly shafbs at the bosom of a b|^ 
ing, far dearer to me than my existence. My credit fail« 
ing, niy wants multiplying, blessed be God, my £li^a waa 
ignorant of the extent of my sufierings: she would hav« 
surrendered up her life, even if she had feared deaih, 
rather tiian have permitted -an application to either, of her 
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brothers } yet was I, by the extremity of my difltrcas, pre- 
cipitated upon a step so humiliatiag. Stopping at a 
coffee-house near our orother William's, 1 penned a hur- 
ried line, requesting he would give me an immediate 
meeting; and sendin|r it by a porter, I waited, in agony 
indescribable, its enect. Almost instantaneously he en- 
tered the coffee-house, and, without uttering a word, took 
a seat; nor was I for some monients able to articulate. 
My soul was tortured; he saw it, and could not avoid 
feeling. At length he questioned, ' Pray what is the mat- 
ter ?' Your sister is very near her end, and, were we both 
so, it would be to me cause of exultation, and you would 
have been spared this trouble. My application to you 
will be a sufficient explanation of my circumstances; and 
should you think proper to call upon a once dear, now 
dying sister, I have to request you would not notice my 
having souffht this interview^ it would embitter the last 
moments of her life. He was amazingly shocked, yet, 
as this was the first syllable he had heard of her indispo- 
sition, he flattered himself my fears had magnified . the 
danger; but he assured me, he would see her without de- 
lay. I however desired he would grant me time to pre- 
pare her for his visit; it must, said I, appear entirely 
accidental, and I hastened to our lodgings. I met your 
brother William, my love, who having heard you are in- 
disposed, kindly inquired afler.you; I think he means to 
lisit you. *If, my precious friend, you have not de- 
scended so low, as to ask any favor of him, I shall be 
glad to see him.' I will not, mv love, do any thing, 
which f ought not to, do. I sat down by her bedside. 
That face upon which strangers had gazed enraptured, 
WHS now the seat of death's wan harbinger and her strug 
^les to conceal her suffering's were but too visible. Quit- 
ting the room, I inquired of the nurse, how she had been 
during my absence? She told me, she had endured 
much pain, was verv anxious for my return, and exjpress- 
ed a fear, that she should never again behold me. 1 was 
i^nrnmoned by the mistress of the house, who was so 
charmed by the deportment of my Eliza, and had con* 
ceived so great an affection for her, as to find it difficult 
to quit her apartment. But my suffering friend, taking 
my hand, and drawing me near her, whispered a wish, 
that we mi^ht be alone; I ^ave the good lady a hint, who 
instandy Ivithdrew. I kneeled by her bedside: she drew 
me closer to her, and throwing her feeble, her emaciated 
arms around my neck she gave me an ardent embrace; I 
wkB unutterably affected.' < B^ composed my dear,' said 
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•he, ' and let these precious moments be as calm as possi- 
ble: We may not be allowed anmhcir opponuailif • l>ntf 
faithtU fHend, in Hfe^^^n death, dearer t« mi^tbui myemn 
soul,-^Odd reward you for all th» kind eara yistt Juve 
taken of me, O f may my heavenly Father ]iroridQ aodM 
one to supply my place, who may reelprocwt* the kiacU 
ness you hare shoWn me. Pray be oonafKMed) temenilieff 
we are not at home; that we fthatt sbortfy mete im our 
Father's house ^-^here she paused^^-and a^fakit wa n m iog 
— * Qur parting, when compared with eimiity, will be 
but for a moment. What thou^ We have abt oontiiuied 
t >gether so long as we fondly expeeied, yet^ my loiie^ we 
have had an age of happiness. It is yeu, iliv ^redows 
husband, who are the object of plty« Clod afl grMtoue 
console, and supp<Mt ^ ou. ^e ec good cheer, mf le?e| 
we shall meet in the kmgdom of the Redeemisr^^-ndeed^ 
indeed we shall.^ Again, she threw her cUrhig anae 
around me; her sou] scented strtigglin| with nie nm^fn* 
tude of her emotions. For i^, I coull wn hMre-ariicv 
lated a syllable for thQ world. It is astenishiAg I did net 
expire; but there i^ a ^me to ^d^. Agaki. like ih« 
wasting taper, she seemed ^ reirive. Agsm witii mteom • 
mon energy, she pronounced, npon her almeel fi^ensied 
husband, the most solemn be»Mictloii} tlds brought on a 
cough, sh^ pointed to a phial upon her dresshig tdhle« I 
rare her a few drops. * There, |ny tat tt&^i I am 
better — be composed my faithfhl, ntr snfiefiiiggtyide, pro% 
tector, husband. Oh! trust in t^e Lord! let vs, ny toVe^ 
stay upon the God of our salratibn; He will nev«r leave 
us; He will never fbrsake tfef^'-^^en graspinit ^ ^u^f 
she continued: * These moments, my deai' are ireryjHre-' 
cious; we have had many precious inomenti^i yoe wttl 
not go out again, f. shall not again lose, sight ef you. 
You will abide with me, so long a$ I shitll eondnue'-^ 
I could contain no longer: My suppressed, agoiqr bee«nie 
audible; she drew, me to her: < Do njot distreiqiB me, 
my love.' — She was deeply affected; her eongh. came on 
with additional violence. The sound of my voice brought 
in the ki^dlacfy of the house; she believed the amel had 
escaped. I requested her, to reach the phlaL The ex« 
piping saint motioned it away. * It is too late mjr lovo^' 
she would have added; but utterance instantly failed her, 
and without a single struggle, she breathed lief last, stiU 
holding my hand mst in hers. I was on my knees by her 
bedside, I saw she was breathless, but sbe still held my 
hand. Ten thousand worlds, had f po^sess^ tfaenii I 
would have given, for permission to 
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her beatified spirit. I am astonuhed that I retained my 
reason. Only a few weeks, a few tremendous weeks 
since the commencement of her illness, had rolled on 
when^ kneeling in speechless agony by her. bedside, I saw 
her breathe her last; she expii^ without a sigh, without 
a pang, and I was left to . the extreme of wretchedness. 
A few moments gave me to reflection — I contemplated 
her form^ beaiitiml even in death; she was now no more 
^ jBufferer either in body or mind, and^ for a little while, I 
derived malignant satisfaction) from the consideration of 
what her brothers would endure, when they found, that, 
in this world, th^ should no more behold her. I was 
shocked at myself; it seemed as if the sainted spirit mildly 
reproved me; I clasped my hands in agony; I supplicated 
pardon of the deceased^ and of her God. It appeared to 
me, I had been deficient in affection, and the idea spoket 
daggers to my soul. Memory cruelly summoned before 
me many instances, m which she might have been obliged 
but diatractioa was in this thouffht. I sat in speechlesa 
agony by hor bedsiide; havins locked the door, no one 
could obtain entrance. Almighty God, how unutterable 
were the sorrows of my soul ! 1 1 

I was aroused from this state, by the arrival of our 
brother William. He obtained entrance; he glanced 
upon the bed-^gazed for a 'moment^averted his eye. 
-"-trembled, and became,, ^ak as the face of m^ lament- 
ed saint — and at length in silent agony, (quitted, the 
apartment. The good lady of the house now made her 
appearance, and in a tone of sympathy. supplicated me 
to retire. The necessary ofices were performed, and all 
that remained of ray wedded friend was prepared for 
the undertaker, who came hy the order or her opulent 
bro|;her: that brother, who had nefariously robbed her 
of her right of inheritance, who contributed so largely, 
while Bke Uved, to her sufferings, and who now endured 
anguish more than equivalent for all the riches of the 
world. A hearse and mourning coaches attended, and 
the dear remains, followed by her brothers and their 
familie9, were entombed in the famihr vault. The coach- 
mm .was directed to convey me, after the interment, to 
the house, of our vounger brother. He was again a prev 
to contrition and sorrow, and he urged me to cherish 
hope. I assured him, I had nothing to do with hope, at 
least. in this world. He made great professions of affeo*^ 
tion, and liberal promises of future kindness: but it was too 
{ate: and though I believe he was at the time sincere^ yet, 
when his strong feelings subsided, he was himseTf again 



Here I clpae another period of my eventAil life ! Whtl 
a sad reverse 1 A few short weeks since^ I was in the 
most enviable circumstances^ my situation was chann* 
Ing^, my dwelling neat and commodious, my wife, the 
object of m^ soul's devout and sincere affection, het 
lovely oflTspnng swelling the nq^ture of the. scene, a male 
and female domestic attached to our personsi and £aith« 
ful to our interest^ and the pleasing hope, that I should 
enjoy a long succession of these delights. Now I was 
alone in the world; no wife, no child, no domestics, no 
home; nothing but the shosts of my depart jc^s. In 
reliffioa, and religion only, the last resort of the wretch- 
ed, I found the semblance of reposej religion taught me 
to contemplate the state to which I was hastening; my 
dreams presented my departed Eliza; I saw ^er in « 
variety of views, but in every view celestial: sometimee 
she was still living, but in haste to begone; sometimes 
she descended upon pay imagination, an h^venly visit- 
ant, commissioned to conduct me home; and so much of 
felicity did I derive from those dreams, that I longed 
for the hour of repose, that I might reiterate the visionr* 
ary bliss. 

But new embarrassments awaited me; doctors, apothe* 
caries, grocers, ^. &c., advanced with their bills; yet 
I was not much affected; I was overwhelmed by far 
greater afflictions. My health had greatly suffered. My 
sight, by excess of sorrow, — so said my physician,— was 
almost gone. Often have I traversed George's>Fieldsr, 
where many have met death on the point of the foot-pad's 
dagger, in the mournful hope of meeting a similar fate; 
forgetting, in the state to wnich I was r^uced, that, in 
thus devoting myself to destruction, I indubitably ranked 
with the sen-murderer, . The eklest brother of my de«> 
parted friend continued, from the period of his sister's 
demise, uniformly kind; through his instrumentalinr, 
many of my most pressing debts were discharged^ My 
mind seemed subdued; it became a fit residence for sor- 
row, when I received a letter from Ireland, written by. 
m^ brother James. Many of our family were numbered 
with the dead; of all her children, my mother had now 
only three surviving sons, and two daughters. My el , 
dest sister was married; and my mother, leaving om 
common property in her care was about to repair with 
her youngest daughter, and two sons, to Bneland* She 
was not apprised of the death of my £liza/ ihad written 
her, that 1 was blest with a most lovely, and exemplary 
companion; but from the death of my son, and the far* 
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tlMr, and enHre profitration of nrf le>i«09tri«t hapimiess, I 
had suspended tny eomraunieations. I was now again 
neoessitated to take a house; my mother, aad my brothers 
feaided with me; and my sister with a ladj, to whom she 
had been introduced in Ireland. She soon after married, 
and, as I befieved imfinidently, and I saw her nb more. 
I'HOw lived a moiKiimi life; the world appear^ to me in 
a very different point of view ftom what it hatd Ibrmeriy 
done; yet I deriv^ eestatie pleasure flrom my views of 
revelation. William Neale became convinced of the 
truth, 09 iti$ i$^ Jews; and, of course, an adherent of 
Mr. Rell;^. This aoothed mcj and the word of Grod 
was an alndinj^ consolation. To a fbw individuals I was 
made the messenger of peace; but my mother, and my 
brother lames, renmined inveterate opposers of the doc- 
trines I had embraced. I sometimes visited the tabernacle, 
and, conceiving an affection fbr all men; I had a kind 
of satisfMtion in standing in the midst or my brethren 
It was at tlie tabcMacle i vms informed, that a poor, un* 
happv^ widowed woman, sister to a man whom 1 had 
loved, was in most di^orabie citfcamstancea; she had 
been deceived by a villain; her kindred had been made 
acquainted with her situation, but th^r indignation was 
kimiled against her; th^ would not see her; and her 
religious conne^ons abandoned her', while she was suf^ 
fbrin^ all the rai^Hes of want, accompaniM by her own 
agonizing reflections. 1 discovered her in a miserable 
room; no glass in the windows, no fire in the chimney; 
she was laying en something which had bee^ a bed; a 
child, of a fbw days old in her bosom, but no nourish- 
ment for it; another child dead by her side, and a third 
apparenthr dying. Upon my entrance she covered her 
face with her hands. * I know you, wr; you are com« to 
upbi'aid me; yes, I deserve it all; but by and by my 
measure Will be fall.' I burst into tears. I come to up- 
braid you? God forbid. No, poor sufferer; I am come 
a messenger from tiiat God, who giveth libet*a}ly and up- 
braideth not. Be of good cheer; you have still a Father, 
who loves vou with an everlasting love, and he has sent 
liie to comfort you; he has seen your a^iction, and he 
has bid me relieve yoti. 

This seemed too much for the poor, forlorn creature: 
she appeared in the moment of expiring. I ran out of 
the house, Into a shop at the comer of l£e alley, the mis 
tress of which- was, to my knowledge, perfectly ac- 
quainted with the situation of the sufibrer. I demanded, 
why she thus neglected a human being? 'Ah, the 



wretdnsd creature, site desenres fftb sad mer^' #m iflite 

food woman's reply. But ftltfaough neither tlie leve. of 
rod, nor of human nature, cocdd move ■tbis'kftrd-faearted 
woztian, I liad that in my pocket, whiefa pomearad, for 
her, an irresistible charm; and at the hazard of my re* 
putatioD, I bade her procure coalj a reSforatWe cordial, 
and a blanket to cover the suilerer. I theA'proeeeded 
to the dweTfing- of a lady, one of Mr. R^ly 'a congregation, 
to 'vvhom I had recently been introduced; I represented 
the situation, in which, in the midst of au opulent cit^, 
I had discovered a fellow creature. The Uukf wns ex* 
tremely afRscted, and her aid was Instantaneous. The 
next day, Sunday, I again visited the poor penitent^ 
whom I found relieved and comforted. She re^jfuested 
me, with many tears, to put up a note for her in tiie ta- 
bernacle. There happened, on that day, to (Nieach in the 
tabernacle, a Mr. Edwards, whom I had fbrmeriy known 
in connexion with Mr. Wesley. I presented a note in 
the following words: The prtayer»wthb coDgregati<m 
are requested^ in behalf of a widow indec»rt, confined to 
a bed of sickness, without p r o per ty uid' encompassed by 
the dying and the dead. I attended again the-tabemacle 
in the evening, and when the sermon ckMsed, Mr. Edwards 
said: -*lf the person be here, who put up the note this 
morning, in behalf of a widow indeed, I should be glad 
to speak with him in the vestry.* Aceordinrly presenting 
mvself, I was very cor<fially received by Mr.- Edwards, 
who observed, be was happy I was the person; that his 
feelings had been greatly afiected by tbe note; that he 
had read it to a lady, at whose house he had dined, who, 
putting two guineas into his hand, reouested him, if pes* 
sible, to iindout tlie widow indeed, ana bestow them upon 
her. I conveyed this little sum to the sorrowing woman, 
with feelings, which those who know-how to sympatfedze 
with the unfortunate wHl easity understand; and I assur- 
ed the poor mourner, that the uod who gii^es fmdforgwet, 
had sent her another proof of his favor. Arise, said I. 
forlorn snfi^srer, and sin no more. I had the cbarjge oi 
the child's funeral; the other recovered. The mother 
was soon abroad, and continued, ever after, to conduct 
with exemplary propriety. This instance^ amotig a thou- 
sand others, proves, that faith in the promises Is the 
best stimulus to that pure and undeiiled religion, which 
consists in relieving tne oppressed of every description j 
and with gratitude Iceifess, that this pure andundefiled 
relrgion was, to me, a never-failing source of consola- 
tion. I was fuil of the gospel; gladly would I have «i^ 
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ectfioed nur life, if I aught iIhis have broiubt aQ mm 
acquaintot with the riches of the grace of the gospel ox 
God oar Saviour; and my soul was often wrought up 
to a degree of ecstasy^ by the views, exhibited to my 
understanding) in the pages of divine revelation. Yes, 
I have experienced, that a belief of the truth disposes 
the Jnind to love God, and to do good to man; and so 
greaUy was my heart ajSected by the plan of redemption, 
that I ha?e, in the jonidst of the streets of London, been 
so entranced in contemplating its glories, that I have on^ 
been awahened to jrecoltection, by the jostling crowd, who 
wondered as they .passed; yet,, while in Abe fulness of 
n^y heart, I embraced every opportunity of expatiating 
upon the great salvation; every thing beside bad lost the 
power to charm, or even tranquillue, and the tortur- 
mg sensations I experienced, from reflecting upon past 
times, were not to be expressed: Death baa ^r me an 
angel's face, and I viewed this someHmes king.qf terror$ 
as my emancipating friend. 

The forbearance of my c|-editors was at length exhaust- 
ed. Debts crowded upon me. Demands, which I was 
atterly unable to answer, were' continually made. Had 
the health of my loyely wife been continued, I was in a 
very fine w^y. Her sidmess, her death, by dashing from 
me the cup of felicity) while expenses accumulated, 
debilitated my mind, and rendered me unequal to those 
efforts, which my exigences required. In the ^ midst of 
my supin«ness, I was taken by a writ, and bom^ to a 
spunging-house. s My sensations were, on this occasion, 
very di&rent from those which I had formerly experien- 
ced, in (I similar situation: and I derived, from the 
expected seclusion, a kind of n(ielancholy pleasure. The 
officer was astonished at my apathy; I refused sustenance; 
I had no Inclination for food. 1 would swallow nothing 
but water. I would have no bed : a bed must be paid for, 
and I was penny less* I slept on the floor of a room, 
hunji^ with cobwebs, the windows of which were secured 
by iron bars. 1. prayed most fervently to Him, with 
whom are the issues of life and death, that, as He had 
not allowed his crea^res the privilege of depar^ng out 
of timet when, and how they pleased. He would gra- 
ciously vouchsafe to grant me my dehverance from a 
world, where I could serve neither ray God, my neighbor, 
nor myself. But, alas I as I have oflen found, death 
comes not at call. The barred windows admitted just 
lisrht enough to announce the return of day« *(oon atler 
Jivlucb» the Keeper unlocked the door, and in a surly man- 
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-Iter J asked m^ how I did! Indifferent, iir, I replied. 

* By Gr-*, I tbinlc so f bat, sir, gire me leave to tell jrott. 
I am not indifferent, and if you do not yeiy Boon settle 
with your creditors, I shall take tiie liberty to lodge you 
in Newgate. I keep nobody in my house that does not 
epend any thing, damn-me. I cannot keep house, and 
pay rent, and taxes for nothing. When a gentleman 
behaves civil, I behave civil: but, damn-me, if they are 
sulky, why then, do ye see, I can be sulky too: so. sir, 
you had better tell me what you intend to do?' Notnng. 

* Nothing? damn-me, that's a good one: then, by &— , 
you shall soon see I will do something, that you will not 
very well like.' He then turned upon his heel, drew the 
door with a vengeance, and double-locked it. Soon afler 
this, his helpmate presented herself, and be^an to apolo- 
gize for her husband: said he was very quick; hoped I 
would not be ofiendeo, for he was a veiy good man m the 
main: that she believed there never was a gentleman in 
that house, (and she would be bold to say. there had 
been as eood gentlemen there, as in any house in London) 
who had ever any reason to complain of Ms conduct. 
fie would wait upon any of my fHends, to whom I should' 
think fit to send him, and do all in ms power to make 
matters easy; ' and if you please, sir, you are welcome 
to come down into the parlor and iM^akfast with me.' 
And pray, my good lady, where are you to get your pay? 
*0^ 1 will trust to that, sir; I am sure you are a gentle- 
man; do, sir, come down and breakfast; you will be 
better af^r breakfast. B^ess your soul, sir, why there 
have been hundreds, who settled their affairs, and did 
veiy well afterwards.' I was prevailed upon to go dovm 
to breakfEist. There was, in the centre of the entry, a 
door half way up, with long pikes; every window was 
barred with iron; escape was impossible; and indeed I 
had no wish to escape: a kind of moumfhl insensibility 
pervaded my soul, for which I was not then disposed to 
account, but which I have since regarded as an instance 
of divine goodness, calculated to preserve my little 
remains of health, as well as that reason, which had 
frequently toctered in its seat. To the impertinent prattle 
of the female turnkey I paid no attention, but, hastily' 
swallowing a cup of tea, I retired to my prison. This 
irritated her; she expected I would have tarried below, 
and as is the custom, suomioned my friends, who, whether 
they did any thing for my advantage or not, would, by 
ealling for punch, wine, &c. ^c, unquestionably contriS* 
ttte to the advantage of the house. But as I made no 



Sroposa^ of this, kind) nor indeed fver intended fo tada« 
ley* saw ii was iiuprobable they should reai),aDy bensfic 
bv or from me; ana having given me a plentiful s^are of 
fibuse, and appearing much provoked that they could nQt 
move me to anger, they were preparing to carry me to 
Newgate^ there, to leavq me among other peor^ desperate 
debtors; and their determination being thus ^ed, I waa 
at liber^ to continue in my gloomy apartment, and, i/that 
I esteemed an especial favor^. to remain there uninteiar 
rupted. I received no invitation either to dinner, tea, or 
supper; they just condescended to inform me, when they 
came to lock me in, that I should have another lodging 
the ensuing night; to which I made no reply* My 
smrits, however, sunk in the prospect of Ke^ffate. 
There, I was well informed, 1 could not be alone; there, 
I knew, my associates would many of them be atrocious 
bfiende]*s, and I was in truth imipeasurably distressed. 
It was now, that every argument, which I. had ever read 
in favor of suicide, was most ofiiciously obtruded, upon 
mymin4,and warmly impressed upon my imagination. 
It was stated, that my_ Alinighty Father could not be 
^tingry with me for leaving sucn a world, in such circunip 




day, whicn T may do to-morrow, and what I must shortly 
do, cannot be very wrong.** It is true, my monitor 
assured me, that the (Grod, who had created me. was the 
only proper judge of the exact moment, when I ought to 
he removed out of time; that He best knew what benefit 
might accrue to myself, or the community, by my longer 
continuance in this vale of tears; yet these remarks, with 
many more of the same description, were not sufficiently 
imposing to endow me with resolution still to * Mde tM 
pelting' of the pitiless storm j!* and I determined to finish 
tny wretched existence before the dawning of another 
morning. This was indeed a niffht of horror; but, in the 
moment of executing, my fatal, my Godf<lishonoring 
punMDse,, the image of my Eliza, irradiating the prison 
^^ailsj seemed to stand before me. She appeared as if 

^Hke attthor here allades to -a passase, than which no one ii more « 
frequently misquoted, or misapplied; olie text ftom which this is 
taken is Htob. ix. S7, which ought idways to be read in connexion with 
llietiunie piecediniB Tenes, and the one Ibllowing. Sbonld this be 
done^ jt would* evidently appear that the apostle frws speaking of the 
death of the high priest ^% Uood of others/ and not of the deatl^ 
which is the. common lot of all mankind. Compare it with Chap, .vii^ 
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eommissioded by Heaiveti to soothe niy tortured spirit, 
i prostrated myself before the perhaps imaginary vision^ 
and, for the first moment since i had occupied this dreary 
abode, mv heart softened, and a shower of tears came to 
my reKef; yea, and I Was relieved. My soul became 
calm, and although eve^y hope from this world was 
extinct in my bosom, yet I believed I should be better 
able to accommodate myself, to whatever sufferings the 
Almighty miffht think proper to inflict. I passed the 
remainder of the night in endeavoring to fortify my 
mind; a pleasing melancholy took possession of my spirit 
I drew consolation ffom remembering, the time of suf 
fering^ was not long; that there was a rest, a life of 
uninterrupted felicity beyond the grave; that of this rest, 
this life, no power on the earth could deprive me; and 
that I ought therefore quietly to wait, and patiently to 
hope, for the salvation of my God. Thus, although my 
night had been sleepless, mv mind became so calm, and 
my spirit so greatly refreshed, that when the keeper 
opened the door in the mpmin^, to inform me, that in 
three hours he should lodge me in Newgate, I answered 
with unaffected composure: I am ready, sir. 

In less than an hour, however, I had a new source of 
inquietude. My brother, William Neale, having received 
a hint of the arrest, had searched from place to place, 
until at length fincQii^ me, with tears of sympatny he 
reproached me, even in the presence of the woman, for 
not immediately summoning him to my relief. This 
female turnkey, observing the appearance of my brother, 
and the feeling manner, in whicn he addressed me, b^gaa 
to hope, notwithstanding what she had termed my ob- 
stinacy, that they should reap some benefit from me after 
all. ' Why,' said William, ' did jrou not send for me 
immediately upon your entering this house;' • Ay, dear 
sir, so I isaid: why, dear sir, said 1, cannot you send for 
some of vour friends? for I know'd as how, the sentle- 
man had m&ny friends, and my husband woula have, 
gone himself to any part of the town, with all his soul. 
No one can ever say, that we were backward, in doing 
every thing in our power to serve and oblige every gentle- 
man that ever came into our house: and, though I say it^ 
that should not say it, I believe there is not a house, in 
our way, in London, that has ever had more good people 
in it, as a body may say, than ours; and, says I, Lord, 
sir, says I, you need not for to make yourself^ uneasy; it 
is no crime, says I, to be in difficulty, or the like of that; 
the best people in the world, says I, are in the greatest 
11* 
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daffictiMes, says I; I am sure, I hare had mj ahare of 

troubles and difficulties in this world, says I^ but I ha4 
better, says I, have them here, than in a worse place: I 
hope, I shall atone for all my sins here.' Thus did this 
creatuve's tongue run, and would have continued so to do, 
had not my brother asked, if I had breakfasUid? <Ay, 
l^ir, I am glad to hear you say something of that. The 
poor gentleman has not seemed to care anythins about 
eating or drinking: for my pa^, I was frightened, in the 
dreaa of the poor gentleman's dying* in the house: 1 
Would have urged him over and over again; bat said I, 
may be he will think as how, that I mean my own inter* 
est, and so I did not care to say much about it; but, sir, 
the poor gientleman can't think you have any interest.' 
•Get breakfast, ma'am.' 'Tea or coffee, gentleman?' 
* Both, ma'am, and, do vou hear, let us have a private 
room.' «Yes, sir.' "Wlien left alone, my friend, and 
brother, again reproached me for delaying my conmiuni* 
cations to him. I frankly told him, that I was so far from 
being disposed to solicit his aid, that I seriously regretted 
he had discovered me; that I had no wish to involve 
my friends in my difficulties; that I would much rather 
continue a prisoner, for the remainder of my life, than 
incur obligations, which I had no prospect of aischarging. 
*Poh, pon,' said he, 'this is idle talk. You cannot 
believe, you would be the only sufferer from your continu- 
ing endurance.' But I should not suffer long. 'You 
know not how long, however, drop the subject, here is 
breakfast; sit you down, and let us breakfast together; 
we will resume our subject by and by.' Yes, William, 
we will resume our subject, by and by: but suffer me to 
observe, you shall not come under bonds on my account, 
neither shall you discharge my debts; consent to this 
stipulation, or I touch no breakfast. * Pshaw, pshaw, 
how whimsical; but eat your breakfast, man : I promise, 
I will do neither.' We then breakfasted in peace,and I 
derived a mournful kind of pleasure, from the assurance, 
that I should not involve the brother of Eliza in my ruin. 
But, how great was my astonishment, when he ordered 
in the officer, who was also master of the house, when, 
after demanding and discharging his bill, he produced a 
receipt in fttll from my creditor, and a complete discharge 
Ibr me. Thus was I liberated^ from the lan^ of these 
harpies, and I accompanied this commisserating brother 
to his hospitable mansion, where he related to me the 
means, by which he had discovered me. 

Quilting this noble-minded friend, I hastened home to 
my suffermg mother, who was in agonies on my ac^count; 
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ignorant where I was, or what was my situation, her 
apprehensions were of the most fearful kind. We mlng* 
led our tears, while she most affectionately endeavored 
to soothe me, and to bind up my broken heart; but my 
only remaining hope was, that, in this distempered state, 
I had not long to suffer. But, alas! here also I was 
deceived; long, very long have I continued, and with 
heart-felt sorrow, to tread this thorny maze. The broth- 
ers of my departed angel combined to help me forward; 
many plans were x>roposed for me; a sum of money waa 
hired to place me, as a partner, in a mercantile house, 
and my nrothers were mv bondsmen! I detested the 
thought of new prospects trom such a world as this, but, 
to my beloved William, I was largely in debt; he had a 

Srowinff family, and both gratitude, as well as justice, 
emanded I should make every effort for his remunera- 
tion. Thus I again beeame a melancholy man of 
business* It was supposed the road, not only to com* 
potency, but to afBuence, was open before me, and 1 
was pronounced in iourishing circumstances. It was, for 
those who loved me, a pleasing dream: but soon the 
^okleo vision vanished, and I awoke to tne certainty of 
ita being no more than a dream. 

Again I returned to. mty lonely dwelling; pleased with 
the thought, thai n^ somude would no more be inter- 
rupted; again I detested the world, and all which it 
could bestow. Thus a few more melancholy months 
rolled muurnfuUy away, and I expected to finish my days 
in the retirement, to which I was devoted. One con- 
sideratioo, however, still pressed heavily upon my mind 
The very considerable sums, for which i was indebted to 
my generous brother, was, to me, a mighty burden;, and 
this beloved brother, availing himself of my anxiety on 
this account, once more set me afloat. Many were the 
efforts, to which I consented; great were my mental 
sacrifices. But one expedient remamed; it was a moum« 
ful expedient. I will not delineate; I p&use:^ I throw a 
veil over many revolving months; let it suffice to sa;j^, 
my purpose was gained, my debts were paid, my pecuni- 
ary circumstances easy; but this was all. How mysteri 
ous are the ways of heaven ! how many torturing scenes 
I have passed through! But, blessed be God, / have 
pmsied tkrmu^h them. Thanks be to the Father of 
mercies, they can no more be reiterated; My newly ac- 
quired competency possessed no charms for me; I derived 
no satisfaction from anything around me. In fact, I had 
nothing in prospect, and hope seemed to have expired in 
my bosom. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The herewed man^ qmiHng hi$ noHve share*, embmrke 
fir Jiwueriea; indufgmg the fond hope of sequestering Atm- 
self in the soUtude^for which he sighed. But eonJtrary 
io his expeetmtionsy a series of eireumsUsnees combine to 
wrodttce him a PromitUgator of the Qospel of Chd, our 
saviour. 

Death's sable pall o er all my pleasorea Uuown^ 
My natiTe ude to me a desert grown ; 
Sad and Ibiloni, to the new world I fled, 
Anid its wilds to shield mjr widowed head. 

Haying, as has been described, laid the companion of 
m^ youth, the wife of my bosom, in the grave; my spirit 
stiU hovered round her tomb. It has been seen, that my: 
life seemed devoted to misery; that I wept at all tknes^ 
except when I turned my attention to that bright world} 
upon which, I imag|ined, I was vemng: that I wished the 
act of putting a period to a weary Ufe had ranked among 
the Christian virtues; that I never mcnre passionately 
longed for any good, than for the period, wnich was to 
put an end to my existence; that I had but few acquaint- 
ance, that I wished not to form new connexions; that I 
was sick of the world, and all which it could bestow; that 
the retirement of ray lonely dwelling was most acceptable 
to me; that I abhorred the thought of expecting any thior 
like happiness in this world^ and, that I thus passed 
weeks and months, verily believing, that I should thus 
finish my days, which, I cherished a soothing hope, would 
soon be numbered. 

Through those sad scenes of sorrow, to which I was 
condemned, I had one friend, one earthly friend, from 

^ whom I derived real consolation. This friend was Mr. 

* James Relly, the man who had been made an instrument, 
in the hand of God, of leading me into an acquaintance 
with the truth, as it is in Jesus. This kind friend ofVen 
riidted me; and in conversing with him, I found my 
heart lightened of its burden; I could better bear the 
pitiless storm, that beat upon me, when strengthened by 
the example of this son of sorrow: we frequently con- 
versed upon the things of the kingaom, and Mr. Kelly, 
observing my heart much warmed and enlarged by these 
subjecu, urged me to go forth, and make mentum of 
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dn Iclviiig4dadne8s of Ood. No^ no, I constantly replied, 
it is not my design again to step forth in a public charac- 
ter. { have been a promuJgator of falsehood. * And why 
Dot,' he would interrupt, ' a promulgator of truth ? Sure* 
ly you owe this atonement to the God, who hath irrad« 
iated your understanding bv the light of his counte* 
nance.' But na argument,, he made use oi^ was.suf* 
fioiently strong to excite in my bosom a sin^e wish, that 
I had either inclination or capability, lor &• ohaneter so 
arduous: my heart's desire was to pass through life, 
unheard^ vaueen^ unknown to all, a» thotm^ I ne'^er hmd 
been, I had an aversion to society, aoid,. since I could 
not 1)0 permitted to leatve the world, I was solicitous to 
rstire m>m its amsc' and its nonsense; £ was indeed a 
bm-den to myself and no advantage to any body tto; 
every place, every thing served to render ine more mis- 
wahle, for diey led my mind to the contemplation of past 
sc49Bes, of scenes never more to return. Such was the 
situation of my mind, when, at the house of one ef Mr^ 
Relly's hearers, I accidentally met a gentleman from 
America. I listened with attention to his account of the 
e?Kuntry, in winch he had so long resided; I was charmed 
wt h bos description of its extent, its forests, its lakes, 
ks rivers; Its towns its inhabitants, the liber^ they en- 
joyed, and the peace and' plenty, which they posMttsed: 
1 listetted to every thine with astonislmieQ^j and I turned 
toward the neW ' worM my most aident wishes* I eom^ 
munieated .my desire to visit America to my mother, to 
nqr br^th^en. I was ridiculed for eotertaininga project 
so -chimerical. What, cross the Adantic! For what 
pnrposei IV wholn would I ^? What could I do? 
What object could. I have in view? I was unable to 
answer anv of these questions; I had not a single acquainl- 
ance in America, indeed I had no wish to make ac- 
quaintance; I had nothing in prospect, but a kind of 
negative hafipiness; I did not mean to commence a voy* 
age in pursuit of bliss, but to aroid, if possiUe, a part of 
oxy misery; 

My mhld for a cokisidierable time labored with my pun- 
pese; many di^uhies interpdsed, I would infinitely have 
prefti^edent^ing^ that narrow house which is appointed 
for all livings but this I was not permitted to .do; and I con 
Mved, to quit Engiand and to retire to America, was the 
aext thing to brdeisired. Nights and days of deliberation 
at iengfih convinced my judgment, and I was detenmncd to 
depart for the Ae^t world. My few Iri^ds urged me most 
aHrn§Mt^ta.letfhera appbjr^ to those, who hadcoanlBnons 
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i<i America, for letters of introdnction, or reeommeiidatioii 
No, by no means, this would most efiectually defeat my 
purpose; I would rather not go, than go thus. My ol^ 
ject was to close my life in solitude, in Sub most complete 
retirement imd with those yiews I commenced prepara- 
tions for my voyage. I visited the Inrother of my departed 
wife, and 1 behekl both him, and his children, with the 
same eyes a dying person would have beheld them; tears 
frequently stMO dbwn my foce, and a thousand thoughts 
that served to harrow up my soul, crowded u]Nm me. 
I was determined not to repeat this scene, and I bid them 
adieu; could I have done this upon a bed of death, how 
much happier should I have been ! 

The place I now occupied, to which I had recent^ 
removed, was extremely beautiful; it was in the vi« 
einity of London. I had a fine garden, and a delight* 
ful prospect; but my better self had fled this globe, and 
with her fled my soul's calm sunshine every heari^eU 
;oif. I was, as I have frequently said, extremely wreteh- 
eo; I spak^ to the master of a vessel, bound to New- 
York; I agreed for my passage; my heart trembled; k 
was worse than death. He &ed the time for ray de- 
partuk*e; every arrangement was made. My brother, 
my widowed mother, I met them in my parlor; it was 
torturing. ' Sit down, my son,' said my weeping parent: 
my brother appeared a silent ^lectacle or sorrow: *i 
know you my enild, too well to expect I can alter your 
resoludon; it is now too late to beseech you to reflect: 
1 know you have lonr reflected, and I am astonished to flml 
you still determinea. You have a chanmng situation; 
your :prospectB are good: could you but make your mind 
easy, vou might still be happy; why, then, this avenlon 
to V£er I interrupted her, fay declaring, that the whole 
world would not, could not detain me longer in Eoglasd; 
yet I passionately loved my country, and my few remain- 
wg fnends shared the best afiections of my heart. Tina 
voinnurv exile was worse than death; biit I waa Impelled 
to go, and go I must. My poor mother threw her foaaams 
about my neck: Once more,' said she ^you leave me, 
but not now, as before, then you left me in ray native 
place, amcmg my natural connexions; then too I bad hope 
vou would again be restored to me— >-but now'—^and stie 
burst into tears; my heart was agonized. I entreated 
her to consider me as on the bed of death. Nor ' arain 
to think of me, as of a living son. Be thanldfu} my mouer, 
be thankful it is no worse; be thankful I h«ve not fadQes 
9 victim to the despondenqy of my qniit. I leafe jva 
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>yith ^9Ur childrei^) with children kiml and.dutUul; and, 
what id better than all, 1 leave you in the hands and under 
the care of a kind God, who hath said, 1 will never leave 
you, nor forsake ypu. < But shall I hear from yoii, my 
Boai' Do.not, I entreat of ^ou, think of me, els living; 
I go to bury myself in the wdds of America: no one shaft 
hear from me, npr of me. I have done with the world; 
and» prostratixi^ myself in the presence of my mother 
ipmd my God, with streaming eyes^i and supplicating hands^ 
I commended my soul^ ancf all who were connected with 
me, or allied to me^ to that Being, who orders all things 
a42cording to his own good pleasure. 

I iefl my mother in an agony of affliction, and r'tired, 
but not tQ rest. My baggage had been sent on boai i ship 
in the morniogy and,^ accompanied by nay brother, we took 
a boat and passed down to Grave's-£nd, where I en- 
tered on board the vessel, that was to convey me to 
America, which, in my then, judgment, was tantamount 
to quitting the world. 

The vessel, however did not sail inunediately; I had 
an bp{K|rtunity of going on shore affain, and spending 
some time at Grrave's-ESid. Fond or being alone, I as- 
cended a lofty eminence, and sat me down under the 
shade of a wide spreading tree; here I had leisure, and 
inclination for reflection. Oh one hand| I beheld the 
wide ocean» my path to the new world; on the other, the 
Thames, upon tne , silvery surface of which, many were 
pa3Sing to London, My mind rapidly run over the vari- 
ous scenes I had witnessed, since my arrival in that great 
city. I dwelt upon the good I had lost, never more to be 
recovered. My soul sickened at the recollection of my 
heavy bereavement, of the solitary situation, to which i 
was reduced. I was going from a world in which I had 
some, associates, and some friends, into a country where 
every individual was unknown to me ! I was going on 
board a vessel, to the crew of which I was an utter stran- 
j[er — all gloomy — truly gloomy. One idea however con- 
tmued my abiding consolation, I might soon finish my 
course, and bid an eternal adieu to sorrow of every descrip- 
tion. Yet I trembled at what was before me : I was fear- 
ful I was wrong. Just at this period the wind shiAed, the 
signal was made for sailing; but before I descended the em- 
inence,.! once niore threw my eyes upon the surrounding 
scenes. I felt destitute and forlorn; tears gushed m my 
eyes. My domestic felicity, my social connexions, the 
pleasure I had derived from listening to the testimony of 
truth these all rushed upon my recoUection, with subduing 
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power; I prostrated myself upon tbe groond^ widi sfrewn- 
mg eyes exclaiming: Oh, thou dear parent earth, dlou 
much loTed native soil, why not open, and give me a 
quiet resting place in thy bosom. Oh! thou dear, de- 
jNirted friend of my soul, hast thou no power to loose 
these chains, that Innd me to this state of being. Is 
there no eye to pity, no hand to help a wretched ootcsEst' 
can I not be indulged with death? But death comes not 
at call, fai Mb situation I continued bedewin^^ the earth 
widi my tears, *undl it pleased the kind God to speak 
peace to my tortured heart, and I seemed to hear a Yoice 
calling unto me. Be of good cheet^ your God w with 
you, lie wiU never leave you, nor foriake you; He is in 
the wide toasie^ as in the full eity. Be not a/raid, when 
t?iou passest through the waters; I will be with thee, 
fear no evU; the friend of sinners wiU be with thee, and 
fMzke thy way plain before thee; He will cause the desert 
to blossom as this rose. The yovmg lions vry; and thy 
heavenly Father feedeth them, 2%ott art nearer and 
dearer to thy heaven^ Father , than all the inhabitants of 
' the deep, than all the tenants of the forest. Thus did 
the spirit of grace and consolation comfbrt my afflicted 
heart, so that, after bidding an afiectionate adieu to the 
scenes of the morning and meridian of my days; after 
taking what I beUey^ an' eternal leave of my native 
soil, of my fnends, and relatives; after dropping many 
tears to the memory of each; and, last of all to the ashes 
of my dear self; with an aching head, a pained heart, 
and eyes swelled by weeping, on Saturday evening, July 
twenty-first, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
[hundred and seventy, I hastened on board the brig 
* Hand in hand;' and, upon the ensuing morning, kd we 
passed round Beachy Head, I beheld 3ie white clifis of 
Albion. No language can describe my sensations, as 
those white 'cHflfs receded from my view, as I took a last 
look of England! 1 retired to my cabin, covered my 
face, and wept until I was completely exhausted. But 
God was pleased to lift up the hght of his countenance 
upon me; my voyage passed more pleasantly, than I had 
calculated, and I was the happy instrument of contribut 
ing to the comfort of many on board. I was not sick 
upon the passage; I became more than reconciled to my 
^circumstances, and I almost dreaded thethought of teach 
inff my destined port. 

1 dia not anticipate my fale upon my arrival; I had de- 
termined upon nothing, and yet I was not distressed; a 
perfect indifference pervaded my soul. I had in ttiy 
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tnaikp tanny avticlM of eltstKiDg, more than I should 
want; for I did not caloalnte upon being many jears an 
jnkabitant of this glebe. I httd some money, I had mf 
Blbloy and. a very large collection of the letters of my 
Rliza, in which I to^ much delight; and» upon the 
wiioley I fancied myself rather rich, than otnerwise. 
In this state of resigna«ioii, Indifference, or insensibility, 
I ]»aaaed the greater pari of the voyage. 

As we drew near tke coast of America, I experienced 
none of those delightful sensationfr,' which swelled my 
bosom, a few years before, on returning to England from 
Ireland; neither ctid I experience those terrifying appre- 
hensions, for which the#e was such abimdant reason, on 
advancing to an unknown country, without natron, or 
friend. My mind was calm and imruffled, neitner elated 
by hope, nor dmvssed by fear 1 had obtained precisely 
that situatioD, mr which I had suppfieated heaven, when 
entering upon this untried state of bein^, humbly depend- 
ing upon that God, who was in every j^ace the same un- 
changeing friend o# the ereature-, whom he had made. I 
was, as it were* between two worlds; one I had tried, 
and, £n<yng it oooflained mere of bitter, than of sweet, i 
bad turned from it with disgust. I advanced toward the 
other, without hirh raised expectations, without fearfnl 
apprehensions, i was pleasef! with the wonders of my 
G<m1, as I beheld them in the gt^eat deep; I was ama2ec^ 
at the variety of its' inhabitants, yet how small a part 
could I trace. 1 was astonished at the number of birds, 
flitting over the oeean; and I thought if provision was 
made for them, I had no reason fbr fbar. On a brilliant 
moonlight evening, our ship struck on something, which 
threw us off our seata! What could it be? we were in 
the centre of the Western ocean. We soon discovered !i 
was a sleeping whale; we akiO beheld the water-spout, se 
often descrilMd, as a surj^rising phenomenon. ' Thug 
was my wondering mind beguiled of its sorrows. We saw 
a number of vessels en oar way, some passing to the coun 
try we had lefh my heart sig^d, as they pursued theii 
course, and I frequendy, and audibly exclaimed, Deai 
native country, never more to be seen by me ! nor was 
the exclamation unaooompanied by a tear. 

We were, a» it was supposed, within three days sail of 
New York, when we met a vessel, bound for England. 
Our merchant questioned the captain, respecting the state 
of pubiie affairs in America, fire Americans bad, some 
time before, entered into the non-importation agreement, 
and our merchant was a»xiows, on account of the goods 
13 
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he fcad on board. The ci^Cani aaaared him, ihtj had 
giFen up the agreement in Philadelphia, but that thej 
zealouafy adhered to it in New York. Our captain, 
tiierefore, received immediate orders, to chance the course 
of the vessel for Philadelphia; bat when we nad got near 
enough to this harbor to take a pilot, the pilot informed 
us, the reverse of the information we had received was 
the truth; upon which the merchant determined to go as 
far as the city, there obtain a certainty, and if so, to pro- 
ceed to New York, with all possible despatch* We were 
a conmderable time passing up the D^aware, and, upon 
a fine daj, while we lay at anchor, the racdrchant pro* 
posed going on shore, for the purpose of obtaining com 
and fruit. 

It was in the month of September, when we arrived in 
the Delaware: the country, upon the banks of this fine 
river, exhibited a most enchanting appearance, especial- 
ly to those, who had been for many weeks out of sight of 
land, and had never seen those shores before. Ab we- 
drew near the land, the woods, seeming to grow out of 
the water, had to me a very unconunon aj^pearance; but 
eveiT thing, in this country, waa uncommon. We went 
on shore, and ascended a gentle acclivity, when, entering 
mto a small log-house, I was astonished to see a woman 
preparing some excellent wild ducks for dinner; live in a 
log-house, and feed upon ducks t We passed into her 
garden, where, amid its rich variety, my attention was 
arrested by a large peach-tree, loaded with the best fruit, 
bending to the earth ! I was beyond expression charmed, 
and defighted, and my heart beat viith grateful affection 
to the universal Parent, for givmg the inhabitants of this 
new world thus liberally to enjoy. When we reached 
Philadelphia, I was amazed to behold a city of such mag- 
nitude, in a country, which I had considered, as a wilder 
ness. The captain supposed it a disappointment to me, 
that we bad not put into New York, as that was the 
place of my destination; I requested him to make himself 
easy, as it was a matter of perfect indifference to me 
upon what part of the country I landed; and, if he could 
procure me a, private lodging, I would go on shore in this 
city. This he told me he would do, but this he could 
not do, at least in the circle of his connexions. He then 
proposed my going, by land, to New York. This also I 
was willing to. do, if he would let me know how. He 
would send and take me a place in the stage. The stage 
had been gone some time. He then proposed I shonld 
tarry in the Tessel^ and aet pi»t with him the next aoniing 
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for New Torii, to which anrausffement I agreed. Thu 
other pa8seng^« left us id Phfladelphia. The water 
was smoot^^ and our passase pleasant^ uotii we were, as 
was supposed, near Sandy-H(x>k; a denito fog then arose, 
which was sufficiently thick to preyent oUr seeing the end 
of our bowsprit. A sloop shot past us, and we inquired 
how far we were from sandy-Hook? The answer was 
seveniy miles, hut we understood seven, and we pressed 
on, and in a few moments were in the midst of the break* 
ers; the vessel struck upun the bar, but passed over, into 
a place we afterwards ieamigd was called Cranberry 
I Inlet. The fog now dispersed, and we discovered we 
I were nearly on shore; our anchors, however, saved us; 
' but we were greatly alarmed, and never expected to get 
off again. The sloop, with which we had sjpoken, en* 
tered this Inlet before us, and was light. The captain 
proposed to engage this sloop to receive on boara as 
much of our cargo as she coula contain : thus, by liff hten^ 
ixiff his vessel, to give himself the only woluible caanco 
ofgetting off. This was effectuated, and night coming 
on, the captain, with many apologies, requested me to 
lodge on board the sloop, inasmuch as there were many 
valuable articles, which he was afraid to trust, without a 
confidential person. To this I readily consented, and 
taking my Bible, and my purse, I went on board the 
sloop. The plan of the captain was, suppoaiag the 
morning should present no prospect of getting off, to 
deposit the remainder of his cargo upon the beach; but, 
if they should get off, we were immediately to follow; the 
goods were to be replaced; and the sloop dismissed. I 
went not to bed, and when the morning dawned, just at 
high water, the wind blowing from the shore, they got 
off, making a signal for us to follow; and with all possl* 
ble despatch we prepared to obey, -but the wind instantly 
shifting drove us back, nid they proceeded on to New 
ITork, leaving us in the bay. 

It proved upon examination, we Ind no provisions on 
board; we were, therefore, necessitated to lock Up the 
vessel, and go on Shore, in seareh of sustenance. It waa 
the after part of the day before> we could effectuate our 
purpose, when I went with the boatmen to a tavern, and 
leaving them there, pursued a solitaiy walk through the 
woods, whicl^ seemed to surround this place. My mind 
was greatly a^tated; I was now in the new world; and la 
just such a part of this new world, as had appelured so 
desirable in prospect. Here I was- as mueb alone, as I 
eooM mish, and my heart esoriaioaedi ^ O, .Umi :I 'Ml im 
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^d$ wMeme99, the hK^mg place pf u p^w iufm^fihrmft 
man$ some cave, eomegrSty eotne place vkere ImigAtfinUk 
my day9 in talm repose. As t&us I passed Alone, thus 



cdatemplatitig, tiiiiB snpqplieatiiig; I unexpectedly reached 
a small log-house, and saw a girl cleaniffg a fresh fish; I 
requested she would sell it to me. * No, sir, you will 
feid A very great plenty at -the next hoiise; we want this*' 
The 6ext house, what this? pointing totme in the woods. 

* O no, sir, that is a tneeting-house.' A meeting-house 
here in these woods? I was exceedingly surprised* 

* You must pass the me^ting-^house, sir; and a little Way 
iartheif on, yon will see the other hottte, where you wia 
find fish enough.' I went forward, I came to the door: 
there was indeed a large pile offish of various sorts, and 
at a little distance stood a tall man, rough in appearance 
and evidendy advanced in jrears: Pray, sir, will you have 
theigoodneSB to sell m^ one of those fish? 'r(o, sir.^ 
That is strange, when you have so many, to refuse me a 
Hinffle fii»hl *I did not refiise you a fish, sir; yoU ar« 
Welcome to as many as you please, but I do not sell this 
article; I do toot seH fish, sir, I have them fiir taking up, 
and yon inay obtain them the same way.' I, thanked, 
him: "^ But)' «ldd he, < what do you want of ^oee fish?' 
I informed him, tbut the matiners, who belonged to the 
sloo^ at a (^stance, were at a tavern, and would be glad, 
if I coufd procure them something for Supper. < Well, 
sir, I will sead my maa ov^r with the fish; but you can 
tatry here, and have some dressed for yc^umelf.' No, sir, 
it is proper I ^ocdd see how they are accommodated* 
< Well, sir, 70U shall de as you please: but, aftor supper, 
I beg yon would return, and take a bed with us, you will 
be better jpleased here, than -in is tavern.' I grateAiUy 
thanked hmi^ and che«ffully accepted his ofier. I wag 
iMtonifl^bed to see 80 niucfa gennme politeness and urbani* 
ty, uudher so rough a form; but my iastonishment was 
ffreatly increased on mv return. ' His r6om wc(s mrepared, 
his fire bright, andhiil heart open. ' Gome,'isiud he^ ^ my 

. iHend, I 'am glad you have relaimed, I have longed to 
see veu, i have been expecting you a Vmf time*' 1 was 
jiorfeetly amazed. What do you meaA, Air? . ' I must go 
iMi my own way, I am a poor igBforant mAB-, I nether 
know how to read, nor write; I was bomin these woods, 
and my fhther ^d not think proper to teach me my let 
•ers. I werited, on these grounds, until I becatiie a roan, 
'When I went coasting voyages from heace to N^w York. 
I was theh dnirous of becoming a htwbfuid) but, in gmxkft 
m MewTwiCy I waspreH^^n teitfd antuiof^wirs mud I 



was taken, in admind Wanren'a ship to Capa-BnelMi. 
I never drank any rum, so they sared my allowance; bat 
I would not bear an afiront, so if any of the officers struck 
me I struck them agaiui but the admiral took my part, 
called me his new-li^ht man. When we reached Louis- 
bourg, I ran away and travelled barefooted through the 
eountr^, and almost naked, to New York, where I was 
known, and supplied with clothes and money, and soon 
returned to this place,, when I found my girl married; 
this rendered me very unhappy, but I recovered my tran- 
auillity and married her sister. I sat down to work; got 
torward very fast; constructed a sawnnill; possessed 
myself of this farm, and five hundred acres of adjoining 
land. I entered into navigation, became the owner of a 
sloop, and have got together a large estate. I am, as I 
said, unable either to write or read, but I sim capable «^ 
reflection; the sacred scriptures have been often read to 
me, from which I gather, that there is a great and good 
Being, to whom we are indebted for all we enjoy. It is 
this great, and good Being, who hath preserved, and pro- 
tect^ me, through innumerable dangers, and, as He had 
tfiven me a house of my own, I conceived I could not do 
less than to open it to the stranger, let him be who he 
would; and especially, if a travelling minister passed this 
way, he always received an invitation to put up at mj 
house, and hold his meetings here. I continued this 
practice for more than seven years, and, illiterate as I 
was, I used to converse with them, and was fond of ask- 
ing them questions. They pronounced me an odd mortal, 
declaring themselves at a loss what to make of me : while 
I continued to affirm, tliat I had but one hope; I believed, 
that Jesus Christ suffered death for my transgressions, 
and this alone was sufficient for me. At length my wife 
grew wearv of having meetings held in her house, and I 
determinea to build li house lor the worship of Ood. I 
had no ehildren, and I knew that I was beholden to Al- 
mighty God for every thing, which I possessed; and it 
seemed right, I should appropriate apart, of what he had 
bestowed, for His service. My neighbors offered their 
assistance. But no, said I; God has given me enough to 
do this work, without your aid, and» as he has put it into 
my heart to. do, so I will do. And who, it was asked, 
will be your preacher? I answered, God will send me a 
preacher, and of a very different stamp from those, who 
nave heretofore preached in my house. The preachers, 
we have heard, are perpetually cmitradieting themiMlve*; 
but that God,, who has put it mf my heart to build tbhi 
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J will lend one, wbo skaiH Mive^vnto me hk «wn 
truth; who vhall speak of Jesus Dfanst, and fai»«alv«itioB. 
When the hooee was finished, I received an application 
from the Baptists; and I told them, if they <30ttki make it 
-appear, that God Almighty was a Baptist, the building 
•hoakl be theirs at once. The Quakers, and PresbVieri- 
ans, reo^red similar answers. No, said I, as f mtnty 
beiiere, that all mankind are equally dear to Almighty 
God, they shaU all be equalhr welcome to preach in this 
house, which I have built. My neighbors assured me, I 
never should see a preacher, whose sentiments eoires^ 
ponded with nnr own; but my uniform reply was, that I 
assuredly should. I engaged, the first year, with a man, 
who I greatly disliked; we parted, and, for some years 
we have had no stated ministen My friends often ask 
me, < Where is the preai^er, of i^om you spake ? * And 
my constant reply has been. He will by and by make his 
appearance. The moment I beheld your vessel on •shore, 
it seemed as if a voice had audibly sounded In n^ tears: 
Tiieare, Potter, in that vessel, east nway on that shore, is 
tbe preacher, you have been so long expecting. I heai^ 
liie voide, and I believed the report; and when you came 
up to my door, and asked for the fish, the same voice 
eeemed to repeat: Potter, this is the man, this is the 
person, whom I have sent to preach in y<mr house ! ' 

I was astonished, immeaeiirably astonished at Mr. Pot- 
ter's narrative; but yet I had not the smallest idea St 
-could ever be realised, i requested to know, what he could 
discern in my appearance, which could lead him to mis- 
take me for u preacher? ' What,' said he, * could I di»- 
oem, when you were in the vessel, that could induce this 
conchisioB? No, sir, it is not what I sawj or s^e, but 
what Ifeel^ which produces in my mind a fbll eonvi^ 
tian.' 

But, my dear sir, you are deceived, indeed you are 
46ceived; I never shall preach in this plisee, nor any^ 

wBe»c CiCBV. 

< Hiave you never preached f can you riay you have 
aater preached ?* I cannot, but I never intend to preaek 
•again* 

< Has not God lifted up the light «if his countmrnnoe 
.Up^m ymati Has he not shown you his truth ? ^ 

I trust he has. 

«And how dare yon hide Ma truth? I>o men light a 
^mumUo to put it unitor a bushel? If God has shown vott 
Jua talaatio% why sfaovkl you- not show it to your fellow 
itaan^'But I knaw, tbat yon will; I ammirey God Afanigh^ 
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.pr ]m«:«eut ytHi to.tt» for tUft purpMe; I ub n«t ^toceived, 
I am sure 1 am not deceived.' 

J was terrified as the man thus weat oii$ and I began 
to fear that God, who ordera.ali things according to the 
counsel of his own will, had ordained^ that thus it shoukl 
be, and i^y heart trembled at the idea.. I endeavored, 
however, to banish «ay own fears, aswl to silence the 
warm^Learted m»n by observing, that I was in the place 
of a supercargo; that property to a laive amount had 
l)ee& entrusted to u^ care: and that, the moment the 
ifvind changed, I was under the most solemn abligationa 
todwart. 

< The wind wiQ never change, sir, until you have de- 
livered to usy in that meeting-house, a miBssage from God.' 

Still 1 was resolutely determined never to entor any 
pulpit, as a preacher; yet, being rendered truly unhap- 
w, I begged I might be shown to my bed* Re reauested 
L would pray with jthem, if I had no ofesjection. I aaked 
him, how he eouid suppose I had any ol]^tion to pray- 
ing? The Quakers,^ he said, seldom prayed; and there 
were others, who visited him, who were not in the habit 
of praying. I never propose primer, sir, lest it should 
not meet with the approbation of those, with whom I 
sojourn; but I am always pleased, when prayer is pro- 
posed to me. I prayed, and my heart was greatly en 
larged and softened. When we parted for the night, 
■my kind heet solemnly requested, tnat I would think of 
what he had said. Alas ! he need not to have made this 
request; it was impossible to banish it from my mind. 
When I entered my chamber, and shut the door, I burst 
into tears; I would have given the world, that I had 
never left England. I felt, as if the hand of God was in 
the events, which had brought me to this place, and I 
prayed most ardently, that Uod would assist and direct 
^aae by his counsel. I presented myself before Him, as a 
man bowed down by calamity; a melancholjy outcast, 
driven by repeated a&iclions of bodv and of mmd to seek 
refuge in prtvmie. life, to seek solitude amid the wilds of 
America. Thou kaowest, said my oppressed spirit, thou 
knoweat, O Lord, that, if it had pleaseo thee, I would have 
mreferred death, as the safest, and most sure retreat; but 
Thou hast not seen fit to indulge my wishes in this re- 
apect. In thy providence, thou hast brought me into this 
-new world; thou seest howl am oppressed by solicita* 
lions to speak unto the people the words of life; thou 
iuiowefit, that I am not sufficient for these thinffs; thou God 
«f my falhani^ thou God of the stranger, look with pity 
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upon the poor, lonely wanders, now before thee. O 
tliou, that sittest in the heavens, and rulest in the earth, 
and who assurest us, that a hair of our head cannot fall, 
unnoticed by thee; O thou, who kindly directest us, thv 
poor dependant creatures, to acknowledge Uiee in aU 
their ways, and to make their requests known unto thee 
in every time of affliction, behold thy poor dependent, 
supphcAting thee for th^ kind direction and protection; 
if thou hast indeed put it into the heart of thv servait to 
demand of me, the meanest and weakest of all, to whom 
thou didst ever give power to believe in the name of thy 
Son, to declare unto him, and the people of this place^ 
the gospel of thy grace O God ! in mercy prepare me, 
prepare me for so vast an undertaking, and let thy pre- 
sence be with me; strengthen me, O Lord, by thy mighty 
spirit. And if it be not thy pleasure thus to employ me, 
— ^for thou, O God, wilt sena, by whom thou wilt send, — 
graciously manifest thy will, that so I may not by any 
means be drawn into a snare. Thou art the sinner^ 
friend, thou art the only friend I have. To thee, O thou 
compassionate Father of my spirit, encouraged by thy 

Sracious promises, I make appkcation. Pity, O pity the 
estitute stranger; leave me not, I most earnestly entreat 
thee, to my own direction. 

Thus did I pray, thus did I weep through the greater 
part of the night; dreading more than death, even sup- 
posing death an object of dread, the thought of engag- 
ing, as a public character. On the one hand, I discover- 
ed, that if there be a ruling power, a superintending 
providence, the account, given py the extraordinary man 
under whose roof I reposed, evinced its operation; that, 
if the heart of the creature be indeed in the hand of the 
Creator, it was manifest, that God had disposed the heart 
of this man to view me as His messenffer, sent for the 
purpose' of declaring the council of his peace to his 
creatures. On the other hand, I recollected, that the 
heart is deceitful, above all thinvs; that the devices of 
the adversary are manifold; and that, had it been the 
will of God, that I should have become a promulffator of 
the gospel of his grace, he would have qualified me for 
^ an object of such infinite magnitude, if I testified of 
^ Jesus according to the scriptures, I well knew upon what 
I must calculate; the clergy, of all denominations, would 
unite to oppose me. For 1 had never met with any ind>- 
vidua] of that order, either in the Church of Rome; or 
elsewhere, who were believers of the Gospel, that God 
preached unto Abraham, that, in Christ Jesos, all tho 
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fiuQilies of the earth (shouM. be Uoisod j ttor did ihejs m 
far as I had known, embrace the nuBietry of recoBcilia« 
tion, comixkitted unto tlie apostles, namely, that Q9d wag 
in Ckruty reeoneiling the world tmto JSim»0{fy not im- 
puting UDto them their trespasses; nor did they ackaowi- 
eclge the rettitutian of aU thnura^ ioatified iy aU Ood*s 
holy prophetM ever eince the world hegwrn. To these doo- 
trines I supposed der^men in thisy as wett as in the 
country I had left, united in their opposition; and oon- 
vinced that there were no enemies in the -worid>more 
powerful, than the d^^, I trembled at the thought of^ 
stemming the full tide oi their displeasnm. i was per- 
suaded that people in general^ being undfer the dominion 
of the clergy, would &te where they katM, and rsport 
what they reported. Acquainted in some measure with 
human nature, and with dinae revelation^ I was eertain, 
that, if I appeared in the rhutfaoler of a rsaA disoiple of 
Christ Jesus; if 1 dared to declare tM whole truth of 
God, all manner of evil woufcl be ^aid of mte; and, 
although it might be /a(a€^ said, while Ihe tneenlor a€ 
the slander would be eomei^me qf U$ faUekood^ the ma^ 
jority of those who heard wouM yield it eirecUt, uiid 1 
should become the viotim of their eruMlity^ 

I knew how Mr. Relly had suifered in finriaiidt and 
the Apostles in Judea^ ,«tti beuag a-beiiirer In me testimo- 
ny of God, I was assured, if iny dodnaeu wure the same, 
my treatment would be sitiiilalv All this roue t» my Yiew, 
and the prospect was ;tremeaMlofeis« Thus I i^assed the 
night, and the unsuinK miming witnessed my indispeui- 
tion both of body ana mind. My good friemi rsnewud 
his soljqitationsb < Will you, sir, speak to UM, and to 
my neighbors, of the things whieh belohg.to our neacef 
Seeine only diick wPods, the tavern racros^ the neld es- 
cepted, I requQSted to know what h.e imeant by neigh- 
bors? ' O sir, we ^issemUe a lat|^ congnegation, when- 
ever the meetk^-hQU0e is opened; iadeed» when n^ 
father first settled her«« he worn obliged to go twenty miles 
to grind a bushel of com, but there «re now more than 
seven hundred inhabitants within that distance.' I was 
amazed; indeed every thing I saw, aiideviery thing I beard, 
amazed me^ nothing, e&cept the religtoni^ the people, 
resembled what I bad left behind. 

My mind continued subjected to the meet torturing re« 
flectioiiis. 1 could not bring myself to yield to the en- 
treaties of Mr* Pouer, and still f urgiedthe necettbitj of 
departing, the moment thn wind would uiswer. Mr* 
jPotter, waujpwi^vfe the wind woltld not chmge> «Htll>I 
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had sfiokeii to the people. Most ardently did I desire to 
escape the importunitieft of tbi» ^ood man. The idea 
of a crowd, making a public exhibition of mysetf, was^ 
to my desolate, wo*wom mind, intolerable; and the so»- 
pense, in which i was held was perfectly agonizing. I 
could not forbear acknowledging an uncommon coinci- 
dence of circumstances. The hopes and fears of this 
honest man, so long in operation, yet he evinced great 
warnolh of disposition, and was evidently tinctured with 
enthusiasm; but, after making every allowance for these 
propensities, it could not be denied, that an over-ruling 
' Power seemedto operate, in an unusual, and remarka- 
ble ooanQer. I could not forbear looking back upon the 
mistakes, made during our passage, even to the coming 
in to this particular imet, wiiere no vessel, of the size of 
the brig ' Hand'in-Hand,' had ever before entered; 
every circu m stan c e contributed to bring me to this house. 
Mr. Potter's address on seeing me; his assurance, that he 
knew I was od board the vessel, when he saw her at a 
distance: all these eonsiderations pressed with powerful 
conviction on my mind, and I was ready to say. If God 
Almighty has, in his providenee, so ordered events, as to 
brin^ me into Ms country for the purjtose of making 
manifest the savbi'of his name, and of bringinff many to 
the kAowiedge of the truth; thottffh I woula infinitelv 
prefer death, to entering into a character, which wiu 
sulyeGtme to what is infinitely worse than death; yet, 
as the issues of life and death are not under mv direc- 
tion, am I not iHwnd to submit to the dispensations of 
provident? I wished, howevm*, to be convinced, that 
It was the will of God, that 1 should step forth in a 
character, which would be considered as obnoxious as 
truly detestable. I was fully convinced, it was not by 
the wiU of the flesh, nw by the will of the world, nor 
by the will of the god of this world; all these were 
strongly opposed thereto. One moment, I (bit my res- 
olution give way; the path, pointed out, seemed to 
brighten upon me: but the next, the difficulties, from 
witnin and without, obsevredthe prospect, and I relapsed 
into a firm resolution to shelter myself, in solitude, 
. from the hopes, and fears, and the venous contentions of 
men. 

While I thus balanOed, the Sabbath advanced. I had 

- ventured to implore the God, who had sometimes con 

descended to indulffe individuals with tokens of his ap 

probation, graeionsly to indulge me, upon this important 

•oecasioo; and that^if Itwerehis v^i Hist I should ob- 
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tain tho cbsire of my soul, by passing through life in m^ 
private. character. If it were not his will, that I should | 
engage as a preacher of the ministry of reconciliation, 
he would vouchsafe to grant me such a wind, as might 
bear me from this shore, before the return of another 
Sabbath. I determined to talce the changing of the wind 
for an answer; and, had the wind chimged, it would 
have borne on its wings full conviction, because it 
would have corresponded with my wishes. But the 
wind changed not, and Saturday morning arrived. < Well,' 
said my anxious friend, ' now let me give notice to my 
neighbors.' No, sir, not yet, should the wind change in 
the middle of the afternoon, I must depart. No tongue 
can tell, nor heart conceive, how much I sufl^red this 
aflernoon; but the evening came on, and it was neces- 
sary I should determine; and at last, with much fear 
and trembling, I yielded a reluctant consent. Mr. Pot- 
ter then immediately despatched his servants, on horse- 
back, to spread the intelligence far and wide, and they . 
were to continue their information, until ten in the eve-/ 
ning. 

I had no rest through the night. What should I say, 
or how address the people? Yet I recollected the admo- 
nition of our Lord: ' Tiike no thought what you shall 
say; it shall be given you in thai same hour^ what you 
sfutll say,' Ay, but this promise was made to his disci- 
ples. Well, by this, I shall know if I am a disciple. If 
God, in his providence, is committing to me a dispensa- 
tion of the gospel, He will furnish me with matter, 
without my thought or care. If this thing be not of God, 
He will desert me, and this shall be another sign; on 
this, then, I rested. Sunday morning succeeded; my 
host was in transports. I was-^I cannot describe how 
I was. I entered the house; it was neat and convenient, 
expriessive of the character of the builder. There were 
no pews; the pulpit was rather in the Quaker mode; 
the seats were constructed with backs, roomy, and even 
elegant. I said there were no pews; there was one large 
square pew, just before the pulpit: in this sat the vene- 
rable 'man and bis family, particular friends, and visit- 
.ng strangers. In this new sat, upon this occasion this 
happy man, and, surely, no man^ upon this side of 
heaven, was ever more completely happy. He looked 
up to the pulpit with eyes sparkling with jyleasure; it ap- 
peared to him, as the fulfibnent of a promise long defer- 
red; and he reflected, with abundant consolation, on the 
strong iaithf which he had Qherisbed, while his associates 
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woiild CaimtiBglx question, ' W«ll, Potter, whore is thie 
minifiter, who is to be seat to you?' . <He is coming 
along, in God'» own good time«' ' And do you atifl 
believe aiw suoh poreaeher will visit you?' ^ O yes, assu- 
redly.' He reflected upoa all this, and tears of transport 
filled, hiff eyes^ he looked xound upon the people, and 
every feature seemed to say, 'There, what tmnk you 
now?. When I returned to . his house, he caught me in 
his arma, ' Now, now I am willing to depart; Oh, my 
God I I will praise thee; ihou hast granted me my de- 
sire. After this truth I have been seeking, but I have never 
found it,until now; I knew, that God, who put it into my 
heart to build a house for his worship, would send a servant 
of his own to. proclaim his own gofimel. I knew he would ; 
I knew the time was come, when I saw the vessel ground- 
ed; I knew, you were the man, when I saw you approach 
m,y door, and my heart leaped for joy.' Visitors poured 
into the housef he . took each by the hand. This is the 
happiest day. of my life,' said the transported man: 
' There, neighbors, there is the mhiister God promised 
to send me; how do you like God's minister;' I ran from 
the cemffeany, and prostsating myself before the throne 
of grace, besought my God to take me, and do with me, 
whatever he pleased. I am, said I, I am^ O Lord God, 
in thine hand, as clay in the hand of the potter. If thou 
in thy providence, hast brought me into this new world 
to make kno^vn unto this people the grace and the bless- 
ings of the new covenant; if thou hast thought proper, 
by making choice of so weak an instrumimt, to confound 
the wise; if thou hast been pleased to show to a babe, 

gossessing neither wisdom nor prudence, what thou hast 
id from the wise and prudent,~^e it so, O Father, for 
so it seemeth good in thy sight. But, O my merciful 
God! leave me not, I beseech thee, for a Mngle moment; 
for without thee, I can do nothing. O, make thy strength • 
perfect in my. weakness, that tne world may see that 
thine is the power, and thattherefore thine ought to be the 
glory. Thus my heart prayed, while supplieating tears 
bedewed my face. 

I feft, however, reliered and tranquillized, for I had 
power, given me to trust in the Lord; to stay upon the 
God of my salvation* Immediateh upon my return to 
the company, ray boatmen entefed the house: ' The wind 
is fair, sir.' Well, then, we will depart. It is late in 
the afternoon, but no matter, £ will embark directly; I 
have been determined to embraee the^r^ opportunity, 
vnH knowing. th« suspense the ciqitaia nost oeint aad 



tiM pais attendant therieon. Acoordingly, as soon at 
matters could be adjusted, I set oif; but not till my old 
friend} taking me by the hand, said: 'You are now 
going to New York; I am afraid yon will, when there, 
forget the man, to whom your Master sent you. But I 
do beseech you, come back to me again as soon as possi- 
ble.' The tears gushed into his eyes, and, regardinff me 
with a look, indicative of the stron^st affection, he threw 
his arms around me, repeating his iraportunites, that I 
would not unnecessarily delay my return. I was greatly 
affected, reiteration the strongest assurances, that I would 
conform to his wishes. Why should I not? said I; what 
is there to preirent me? I do not know an individual iu 
New York; no one knows me; what should induce me 
to tariy there? ^ Ah, my friend,* said he, 'you will find 
many in New York, who will lov« and admire you, and 
they will wish to detain you in that city. But you have 
promised you will return, and I am sure you will perform 
vour promise; and in the mean time, may the God of 
neaven be with you.' Unable to reply, I hurried from 
his doorf and, on entering the vessel, I found the good 
old man had generously attended, to what had made no 
part of my care, by making ample provision, both for me 
aud the boatmen, during our little voyage. 

I retired to the cabin; I had leisure for serious reflec- 
tions, and serious reflections crowded upon me. I was 
astonished, I was lost in wonder, in love, and praise; I 
saw, as evidently as I could see any object, visibly 
exhibited before me, that the good hand of God was in 
all these things. It is, I spontaneously exclaimed, it is the 
Lord's doings! and it 19 marvellous in my eyes. It 
appeared to me, that I could trace the hand of God, in 
bringing me, through a long chain of events, to such a 
place, to such a yerson, so evidently prepared for mv 
reception; and^ ^hile I acknowledged the will of God, 
manifested respecting my public character, I at the same 
moment dip'anguish^ the kindness of God, evinced by 
his indulging me with a retirement so exactly suited to 
my vrishes. The house was neat, the situation enchant- 
ing, it was on the mamn of the deep, on the side of an 
extensive bay, which abounded with fish of every descrip- 
tion, and a great variety of water fowl. On the other 
side of this dwelling, after passing over a few fields, 
(which at that time stood thick with corn,) venerable 
woods, that seemed the coevals of time, presented a 
'scene for contemplation fit, towering, majestic, and 
filling the devotional mind with a religious awe.* I 
13 
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reflected, tkerefore, with augmenting -gratitttde to my 
heavenly Father, upon the pressing invitation^ he had 

rit into the heart of his faithful servant to rive nie; and 
determined to hasten back to this deiigntfui retreat, 
where nothing, but the grandeur of simple natui^, exhib- 
ited in the surrounding objects, and the sen nine operations 
of the divine spirit on the heart of the hospitable master, 
awaited my approach. 

I had not the least idea of tarrying in New York a 
moment longer, than to see the captain, deliver up rny 
charee, and receive m^ baggage, and I resolved to return, 
by the first opportunity, to my benevolent friend. Ami 
thus did I make up my mmds Well, if ic be so, I am 
grateful to God, that the business is thus adjusted. If I 
must be a promulgator of these glad, these vast, yet 
obnoxious tidings, 1 shall however be sheltered in the 
bosom of friendship, in the bosom of retirement. I will 
employ myself on the grounds of my friend, thus earning 
my own support, and health will be a concomitant; while 
I will preach, the clad tidings of salvation, free as the 
light of heaven. 1 he business, thus arransed, I became 
reconciled to the will of the Almighty, and I commenced, 
with tolerable composure, another, and very important, 
9tago of my various life. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Record etnUinued from the September of 1770 to the Win 
ter 0/1774. 

' Anned with the sword of Jesee's youthrul son, 
Engaffed with ardor in the freedom won 
By Christ, the anointed God of earth and heaven, 
Dare noblj, Murray, tell the boon that's ?iven. 

Motto by a FrUnd, 

Behold me now entering upon a new stage of the 
journey of life, a professed preacher of the gospel. Of 
my inability for an undertaking so vast, I retained a con» 
tinned and depressing sense; but I determined to be as 
consistent, and as useful, as possible; I would foe an as-* 
sistent to my new friend in nis agricultural and fishing 
employments; and, upon every returning Sunday, I w^uUl 
preach id him the truth as it is in Jesus; I had not the most 
remote idea of ever preaching any where, but in the housej 



hwm 9W mmr. jobs mvkbat. 147 

which he had built; and thus I nhould ouestionlew be in- 
dulged with the retirement, which had been the prime 
object of my voyage. Thus consolatory were my reflec- 
tions upon my passage to New York; at which place I 
arrived about noon, upon the ensuing day. I inquired 
for the captain, delivered up my charge, took mv baggage 
from \he brig Hand-in-Hand, and secured a lodging, un- 
til I could obtain a passage back to the hospitable mansion 
1 had left. But the day had not closed in, before a num- 
ber of persons visited me, earnestly soliciting me to speak 
to them of the things of the kingdom ! I was immeasura- 
bly astonished; totally a stranger in the city, 1 could 
scarcely believe I was not in a dream. The boatman, 
however, having given an account of me on their arrival, 
the intelligence was wafted from one end of the city unto 
the other; and the people, being anxious to hear some* 
thing new, and from a new preacher, became extremely 
importunate. I could not deny that I had preached; but 
I gave the solicitors to understand, that I had absolutely 
engaged to return by the fii;st opportunity, and that, of 
course I was not at liberty to comply with their reauest. 
They promised thev would insure me a speedy ana elir 
gible conveyance, if I would consent to give them a dio- 
course in the Baptist meeting-house; and it became im- 
possible to resist their perouasionn. The house was 
thronged, and the hearers so well sa isfied, as to solicit, 
most earnestly, my continuance amoi g them. But this I 
was not disposed to do; this I could not do; my word, 
mv honor was engaged to my first American friend; and, 
when duty is seconded by inclination, perseverance be- 
comes a matter of course. Upwards of a week elapsed, 
before the earnestly sought-for passage presented durinar 
which period I n*equently preached and to crowded 
bouses. I was gratified by the marked attention of many 
characters. Novelty is rarely destitute of attraction. 
Even the minister extended to me the hand of apparent 
friendship; which I accounted for upon a supposition, 
that he was ignorant of my testimony. 1 made use of the 
same scriptures, which he made use of; and he was not 
apprized, that I yielded them unqualified credence. I had 
no doubt, that, so soon as he should be informed, that I 
believed what I delivered, he would eondemn, as much as 
he now appeared to approve. Yet some few there were, 
firm, unchanging friends, whose attachment to me, and 
my testimony, has to this moment continued unbroken. 
So soon as an opportunity to return presented, I very 
cheerfully embraced it; and I felt my heart bound with 
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pleasiire, ml the tkoiigkl of tliat meeting, wliich, a few 
dajrs before, I would nare died to avoid. The eharming 
retreat, in the gift oi my friend, was, in my estimation^ 
highly pr^eraUe to New York, and ail which it could 
bestow: and I lonaed most earnestly to quit the one, and 
to return to the otber» A number of friends accompa- 
nied me to the vessel, and we parted, with expressions of 
regret. A single day produced me a^ain in the abode of 
genuine, Oluistian friendship; to which I was welcomed 
with every dem<mstration of heart-^elt joy. 

Here, then, I considered I had found a permanent 
home: that a final period was at length put to my wander- 
ings; and after all my apprehensive dread, from being 
drawn into the public character, now, that I had a pros- 
pect of sustaining this pubUc character, in so vrwate a 
manner, I was not only reocmciled, but tranquillized, and 
happy. I had leisure to retro^iect my past life, and i 
was filled with astonishment when I beheld all the vari- 
ous paths, wluch I had trod, ultimately leading me to .a 
uniform contemplation of qpdeeminr love; nor could. I 
forbear exclaiming : Great and marvelous are thy works, 
Lord Grod Almighty ! just and true are thy ways, O, thou 
Kinff of saints! 

The winter now approached, and with hasty strides; 
my worthy fnend was diligently gathering in the firuita 
of the earth, i was disposed to aid him to the utmost of 
my alnlities. He could not bear the thought of my labor- 
ing in the field, * Why need you? have you not enough 
to engage your atlendon, in the business on which you 
are sent? ' Believe me, my friend, my employment in 
vour field, will not interrupt my reflectimis. I can study 
better in the field, than in my chamber; it requires but 
little study to deliver simple, plain, ffosoel truth; to per- 
vert this truth, re(]uires a vast dc»u or wordly wisdom. 
Let me, my dear sir, do as I please; I have fixed upon a 
plan, with which you shall be acquainted, when the 
labors of the day are closed. In the evening, when the 
cheerful fire blazed upon the hearth, and we were seated 
in the well-lighted parior; < Come,* said the good man, 
' now for your plan.' I thmk, my dear sir, said I, I am 
at length convinced, that God in his providence has 
thought proper to appoint me, however unworthy, to the 
ministry of the new testament; and while persuaded that 
our common Father has committed a dispensation cf the 
mpel to me, and that a wo is pronounced against me, 
if I preach it not, it will be impossible I should remain 
silent: but, knowing, as I do, something of the nature 
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of man^ and of the situation of preachers^ in general, 
I am, for myseif determined not to make a gain of 
godliness; I wiU make no provision for myself. I 
hare abundance of cloathiugf; and as to food, I will eat 
of whatever is set before me, asking no question, either 
for the sake of conscience, or appetite; and for my drink, 
nothing is sd salutary for me, as cold water. I am per- 
suaded, I shall not live long in this worid; at least, I 
hope I shall not. I am alone in the world; I shall want 
but little here, ' nor want that little long,' I reject, then, 
with my whole soul 1 reject, the liberal offer, you so re- 
cently made me, of a fixed stipend. I will have no sala- 
ry, 1 will have no collections, I will preach the gospel, 
freely. 1 will work in your fields, I will eat at your table, 
I will slake my thirst at the limpid stream which furnishes 
your family; but you shall make no change in the order 
of your house, on my account. I will associate with vour 
associates. I expect to meet them, at the table ot my 
great Lord and Master, in mansions beyond the grave; 
and shall I hesitate to meet them, upon equal terms, in 
this lower world? I am pleased with your situation; 
with your house of worship; with your neighbors; with 
every thing I am pleased; and if that God, who brought 
me hither, will graciously vouchsafe to indulge me with 
the privilege of tarrying here, until I am liberated from 
this body of sin and death, I shall be still better pleased. 
The good old man could no longer suppress his feel- 
ings. He arose from his seat, caught me in his arms, 
essayed to speak, paused, and at length exclaimed: ' O 
my God, is it possible? Why such, I have thought, 
ministers of Jesus Christ ought to be.' But, my friend, 
I replied, every minister of Jesus Christ cannot live, as I 
can. I have no family, no home, no want. If I had a 
family, I should be worse than an infidel, not to make 
provisions for my household; but God, by separating me 
from my beloved companion, and my cherub boy, has 
enabled me to preach the gospel, freely. I never saw 
any man so dehghted, and especially with my determina- 
tion to continue with him. Dear, kind-hearted man, 
both he, and I, then believed, that death only could sepa- 
rate us.* In a place, so remote from the world, I im- 

* If the reader wishes to peruie a de ineation of the feelings of the 
■object of this biography, upon visiting this delightful retreat, after 
the demise of its philanthropic owner, with a sermon, preached upon 
the occasion, ho may see Soth in the eleventh Letter, Vol. I. of the 
' Letters and Sketches of Sermons,' recently published by the bow 
departed preacher. En. 
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agfaied I should enjoy, unintemiptedly, erery wish of 1117 
heart; and again and again I felicitated myself in the 
prospeet of finiskiing my weary life in this sweet, this 
calm retreat, unincumbered by care, — conferring, as well 
as receiving, benefits, — noUy independent, — ^possessing 
all which the tn;acherous world could bow bestow. 
Thus I went on, — ^pleased, and plea^ng. I had leisure 
for conrerse with myself, with my BiUe, and my God. 
The letters of my Eliza were a source of mournfully pen- 
sive consoiatioo,— -they were multiplied,—- and I had 
carefully preserved them. Many a time havo I shed 
over them the private, the midnight tear; and rending 
them thus late, when I have fallen into a sweet slumber, 
I have met the lovely author in my dreams, and our 
meeting has been replete with consolation, with such 
high intercourse, as can only be realized in heaven. 
Our Sundays were indeed blessed holy-days; people 
began to throng from, all quarters on horseback; some 
/ from the distance of twenty miles. I was at first pleased 
with this, so was my patron; but multiplied invitations 
to visit other places, saddened our spirits. I dreaded the 
thought of departing from home, and, in the fulness of 
my heart, I determined I would never accede to any re- 
quest, which should bear me from a seclusion, so com- 
Sletely commensurate with my wishes. Alas 1 alas ! how 
ttle do we know of ourselves, oiv our destination. So- 
licitations, earnest solicitations, poured in from the Jer- 
des, from Philaddphia, and from NewYork; and it be- 
came impossiMe to withstand their repeated and impose 
\ ingenergy. 

The first viifit I made, was to a village about eisfht 
miles from my late^ound home. My patron accompamed 
me, end we were joyfully received, bv a serious and 
respectable famBy, who embraced, wim devout hearts, 
the truth, as it is in Jesus; and who were consequently 
saved from all those torturing fears, that bad previously 
harrowed up their spirits, in the dread expectation of 
those everlasting bum&ujra, which they bebeved awaited 
themselves and their otfepring. In this villaffe, I one 
morning entered a house, and beheld a fond mother 
wiseping over an infant, who lay sweetly sleeping in her 
arms. Sympathy for the sorrowing mother moistened 
my eye; and, supposing that her tears flowed ftom some 
domestic distress, or pecuniary embarrassment, I endea- 
vored to console her, by observing, that the world was 
verv wide, and that God was an all sufficient Father 
' Aias! sir,' she replied, < I never, in the whole course of 
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IDT life, enerienced a moment's anxiety firom the diead 1 
of my children, or myself, suffering the want either of 
food, or raiment. No, sir, my fears are, tliat they will 
be sufferers through the wasteless ages of eternity, in 
that state of torment, from whence there is no repneye; 
and that they will continually execrate their parents, as 
the wretched instruments of bringing them into being. 
I have eight children, sir: and can I m so arrogant, as to 
belieye that all these children ore elected to etferlaeiing 
life? ' But, my dear lady, you haye reason to belieye 
they will be sayed, wketber they be elected or not, be- 
cause Christ Jesus is the Sayiour of aU men. This did 
not satisfy her. I took up the bible, which lay upon her 
desk, and the first scripture, which met my yiew, was the 
1 '27th Psalm. I glanced my eye upon the 9d yerse of 
that Psalm : ' Lo, children are the neritage of the Lord, 
and the fruit of t;he womb is his reward.' I did not re- 
collect this passage^ it was the first time it had met my 
particular oDseryation; but it has eyer since been right 
precious to my soul. 1 merely opened the bible, in the 
expectation of finding somethmg to soothe a sorrowing 
mother, and this most pertinent passage broke upon me, 
with unequalled splenoor, I was myself astonished, and 
present! ns: the sacred passage, I remarked: There, 
!nadam, Clod has sent you, for your consolation, this 
diyine discoyery. You haye been unhap^, because you 
did not know, that your children were God's children^ 
and that He loyed them as wdl, yea, infinitely better, 
than you can pretend to loye them. Nay, look at the 
passage: you see y oar children are the heritage of God, 
they are his reward: will He ^iye His heritage to His 
adversary ? or will He sufiSsr him to seize any part there-/ 
of, if He has suiBcient power to prevent it? Again and 
again, the fond mother perused the passage j gradually 
her countenance changed, and the cloud dispersed; a 
fiood of tears burst from her eyes; she brightened up, 
and, pressing her babe to her maternal bosom, rapturously 
exclaimed: * Blessed, blessed God, they are not mine; 
they are thioe, Almighty Father; and thou wilt not be 
regardless of tbine own? ' I never saw more joy in con- 
sequence of believing, than I then beheld. Ten years 
aflerwards, I again saw this parent, and asked her, what 
she thought of ner chiklren? Blessed be God, sakl she, 
they are God's children; and I have never had^ an un- 
happy moment respectinp^ their future state, since my 
Redeemer has been graciously pleased to make known 



unt^ me Ms soul-satisfying truth. No, sir, mj spu-^ U 
not now a sorrowing spirit. 

Again a letter was handed me from New York, earnest 
\y entreating me to pay them a visit. Arrangements 
were made for my passage in the vessel by which I 
received the solicitation. To a summons so pressing, I 
-dared not turn a deaf ear. In fact, a revolution had 
taken \ lace in m^ mind. It ap{>eared to me, that I was 
liighly reprehensible in thus withdrawing myself from 
the tour of duty, which seemed appointed for me^ and I 
determined never to seek, directly or indirectly, for an 
open door, and never affain to refuse entering any door 
which Providence should open. It is true, I n^ver wish* 
ed to receive an invitation; but I was aware, that the 
direction of me and my movements were in the bands of 
infinite wisdom; and promising mj benevo)«%nt host, that 
I would return as soon as possible, I departini for New 
York. My reception surpassed my expectations, and 
even my wishes. Many persons, anxious to detain me 
in their city, went so far, as to hand about a subscription- 
paper, for the purpose of building for me a house of 
public worship. It was completely filled in one day, 
when application was made to me to abide with them 
continually. 1 urged, my absolute promise given, and 
my inclination, prompting my return to Good Luck, the 
oame of the place where my friend Potter dwelt. They 
were astonished at my determination to reside in such a 
place, when the city of New York was opening its arins 
to receive me; but, on my repeating the circumstances, 
attendant upon my arrival there, they seemed disposed 
to acquiesce, and to acknowledge the good hand or God 
outstretched for my direction. The Baptist meeting- 
house was again open to me, and the congregations were 
vetj large; ray friends multiplied very fast, and I became 
gradually attached to this city. Yet I ardently desired to 
return to the home of my choice, and, after spending a 
few weeks in New York, I once more hailed my provi- 
dential residence; numbers of warm-hearted frienxls 
accompanying me, as before, even to the vessel's side, 
ivhere they offered up to heaven their most fervient 
prayers in my behalf. My heart was greatly affected, I 
was warmly attached to many in New York. The 
family of (5ol. Drake, and many others now no more, 
were very dear to me. I reached home in ffood health, 
and was received with great joy; even the servants 
seemed to participate the benevolence of their master. 
In fact, having nothing in the habitation of n^ friend to 



f^Midcr me oneaqr, nqr mind beeaiM more tnmqiiil, than 
at hfid been for many years; and, at peace in my own 
breaatj I consequently contributed to the happineea of all 
around me. Thue I continued in undisturbed repo6e« 
4intil a Baptist minister from New Jersey, belieWng my 
sentiments precisely in unison with his own, conceived a 
atroflg affection for me. He solicited me to become a 
member of his church, that I might obtain a license from 
iheir association. Of course, I declined his friendly of- 
fera: for I well knew, when he discovered I really believ- 
ed the gospel, which 1 preached, uniting with his lurethren , 
he would be as anxious to exclude me from his synagogue, 
as he now was to receive me. He pressed me however, 
to visit him, which I did, accompanied b^ my patron, 
who, to his great mortification, was necessitated to leave 
me there. In this gentleman'e pulpit I preached; I 
lodged in his house; and receive from him every mark 
of attention, until my unbending refusal of aM coUeetiens, 
and the partiality of his friends, visibly diminifthed his 
regards. I had calculated upon thb change, and it did 
not therefore astonish me. He was, however, a warm- 
hearted man, and as sincere, as men in general are. In 
this place I was introduced to many worthy characters, 
who, as a part of the election, obtained a Imowledge of 
trutli, as it is in Jesu8;*among the rest was a justice 
Pangbrun, a venerable old gentleman, who had lor many 
j^ars been eonsidered by his Iwethren, as an oracle. 
This gentleman heard me, and discovered, diat my testi- 
mony was not in unison with the teaching, to which he 
had listened. He became sedutously intent upon, delec- 
ting my errors, and he soon discovered I was wrong, imd 
as soon, kindly endeavored to set me right; but, as there 
was no other way of effectuating his wishes, but by the 
word of God, — for I reAised all oth^N* authori^, — be was 
soon convinced, upon searching the sacred writings for 
proofs of my hereay, that it was he himself, who had 
wandered from that precious truth onoe delivemd to the 
saints. Without hesitation, he renounced his former 
views, and continued ever afler an able and zealoua 
advocate for the truth, preached by Abraham. It was 
now noised abroad, that I was an erroneous teacher. 
The clergyman, who was so warmly attached to me, 
while he believed me a Oalvinistic Baptist, now com- 
menced a most inveterate adverauy; and his opposition 
puMisbed more extensively my name, and [Mculiar tenets. 
Curiosity waa excited, and I became the object of goneral 
mqukry. It is a melancholy truth, that eate#m» «nii 
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oonaaqii«nt friendship, ar« not generaBy so operative 
upon the human mind, as rancor and enmity: my ejm 
perience is in unison with this observation. 1 hastened 
back to my calm retreat; alas! it was no longer my 
feaeifiU home, — for, although no change had taken place 
m the house of my friend, yet the influence of my 
clerical enemy pursued me. Opposition, however, begat 
opposition; and, while I was hated by the many, I 
was loved and caressed by the few. Solicitations to 
preach were multiplied from every quarter, and, although 
there was no abatement in the attachment of my patron, 
yet the estrangement ef some individuals in our vicinity, 
diminished the difficulty of accepting invitations, and I 
was induced to visit a few warm-hearted individuals, in 
the neighborhood of my implacable foe. Upon my 
arrival th^^, I discovered a want, of which I had not 
until then been conscious : I wanted a horse. A single 
hint was sufficient; a horse was immediately procured, 
and, so ardent was the affection of my adherents, that J 
could not express a wish, which they were not eager to 
gratify^ but my wishes were very much bounded, and my 
wants few antt simple. 

An invitation fh>m Philadelphia being freqnently and 
earnestly repeated, I repaired .to that citv; a respectable 
circle of friends awaited me there. The Baptist minister 
invited me to his house, and his pulpit. He questioned 
me in private, and, in the course of our conversation, he 
fVequently repeated: * Christ, in tM, the hope of gloryj* 
I ventured to ask. Pray, sir, what do you understand by 
Christy in tw, the hope of g/ory? * Why, sir, in looking 
into my heart, I find somethiuff in it, which I had not 
some years ago.* Do you, sir, call this something, 
Christ? 'Undoubtedly.'^ But, sir, all the angels of God 
worship Christ: all the ends of the earth are admonished 
to look unto Christ, and be saved; we are exhorted to 
trust in him at all times; and to believe, that there is no 
other name given under heaven, among men, whereby 
we ean be saved* Now, my good sir, suffer me to ask, 
would it be safe for angels in heaven, or men upon earth, 
to worship that somethti^, yon have in your heart, which 
you had not there some years ago? would it be safe for 
all the ends of the earth, or any of the inhabitants of the 
world, to look to that something for salvation? could I, 
or any other person, trust, at all times, to that something? 
* Then, sir, if this be not Christ, what can the passage I 
have cited mean?' Certainly, sir, this cannot be the 
Christ Paul preached. The Christ, Paul preached, was 
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erueified; he was buried^ lie u^ose; he aaeeaded; 9iid 
the heavens must contain him, until the time of the 
restitution of all thinffs. < But hoiV then is it that thu 
Christ can be in us the hope of glory?* Why, sir, the 
Christian has no other hope of glory, than Jesus Christ, 
entered within the vail; and this Sayiour is, in his heart, 
the object of his trust cof^fidenee, and affection. You 
have, sir, as I understand, a beloved wife in Europe; but, 
although the Western ocean rolls between you, yet you 
may say, she is ever in your heart, and no one woukl be 
at a loss to understand you; but if you were to tell them, 
your ccmjuffal affection was your wife, they would stare 
at you : and yet it would be as proper to say, your oonju* 
gal affection was your wife, as to say your love U, God, 
or any other good, and proper propensity, was your 
Christ. No, my dear sir, these are not that Christ, 
the things of which, the Spirit of truth taketh, and show* 
eth them to men, as the matter of their rejoicinff. The 
Christ, of whom you speak, can be no other wan the 
false Christ; that is, something which is called Christ, 
but is not Christ. The Christ, of whom you speak, as 
your hope of glory y was never seen by any body, and is 
Itself nobody. It neither suffered for your sins, nor rose 
for your justification; and it is therefore most unworthy 
to be held in reverence. Thi^ conversation, as may be 
supposed, made this gentleman exceeding angry; and I 
was not a little surprised to hear him, although he imme- 
diately broke up the conference, insisted upon my coming 
the ensuinff day (Sunday), accoiding to promise, to preach 
in his puTpiU The intelligence ran through the city, 
that 1 was to preach in the Baptist meeting-house, and 
numbers flocked to hear. I came, I entered the parlor 
of the reverend gentleman; many of the members of his 
church were present, and a young candidate for the 
ministry. The gentleman, who invited me, and who 
repeated his invitation on parting with me, arose, and 
throwing upon me a most indignant glance, took the 
young gentleman by the hand, and led him into the 
meeting-house, which was adjoining to his ^ dwelling, 
leaving me standing in his parlor. I now perceived, 
why he had insisted upon my coming to preach for him. 
But it was not wonderful; I had spoken contemptibly of 
his Christ, and he took rank among nnr inveterate foes; 
yet I had, among his connexions, a few friends, who, 
mdignant at the treatment I had received, redoubled their 
caresses. There was at this time a small company who 
ffifsembled at a place, known by the name of ^aoheknr^a 



HaU; tlMy were Bnaeqpuiiited «kfa the tiiith I deUTerod: 
yet, willing to hear for themeelves, tbey ioyited me to 
preach for them. Halting between two opini(»d, they 
solicited aid from a minister of another persuasion; and 
they requested me to hear him, to which I readilv con« 
sented. The preacher selected his text. * Behold the 
Lamh q^ Qod^ who taketh momf the sm of the world.' He 
commenced his conunent: ^ ^j friends, I shall undertake 
to pro¥e.« that Jesus never did, nor never will take away 
the sin of the world.' I was astonished, and the persons, 
asking my attendance, were abashed. The preacher 
added: ^ It is impossible Christ can have taken away the 
sin of the world, for then all the world must be saved.^ 
This was unquestionable; I was exceedingly gratified, 
and the more, as this sermon, intended for my confusion, 
did much to establish that truth, of which, by the grace 
of God, I was a promulgator. 

The coinbinea efforts of the clergy in Philadelphia 
barred f^ainst me the door of every house of public 
worship in the city. Bachelor's-Hall was in Kensington. 
But at Bachelor's-Hall the people attended, and a few 

ywere enaliled to believe the good word of their God. 

At here was in the city, a minister of the Seventh-day 
Baptist persuasion; for a season he appeared attached to 
me, but soon became very virulent m his opposition 
He told me he missed on root nine miles, upon the return 
of every Saturday, to preach, I asked him, how many 
his congregation contained^ ' About an hundred.' How 
many of this hundred do you suppose are elected to ever- 
lasting life? <I cannot tell.' Do you. believe fiftv are 
elected? < Oh no, nor twenty.' Ten perhaps? < There 
may be ten.' Do you think the nomrueet can take any 
step to extricate themselves from the tremendous situa 
tion, in which the decrees of Heaven have placed them* 
* Oh no, they might as well attempt to pull the stars from 
the finaement of heaven.' And do you think your 
preaching can assist them? ^ Certainly not; every ser 
mon they hear will sink them deeper and deeper in dam 
nation.' And so, then, you walk nine miles every Satur 
day to sink ninety persons out of a hundred deeper an^ 

[ deeper in never-ending misery ! 

V Reports, injurious to my peace, were now very gener 
tMf circulated; and although I expected all manner oi 
evil would be said of me falsely, for his sake, whose ser 
vant I w&ei, yet did the shafts of slander possess a deadlv 
power, by which I was sorely wounded. Had the poi 
soned weapon been aimed by characters, wicked in the 
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eomtnon aceeptation of the ^vrord, itlh^Jd hare fallra 
liarmlefBs; nay^ the fire of their mdignatifMi would haw 
acted as a purifier of my name; but reports, oriffinatiiw 
ft'om those, who were deemed holy and reverena-^as I 
their bite was mortal. Again I sighed for retirement, again 
I hastened to the bosom of my patron, and again my re* 
ception was most cordial. Yet, although so much evil 
was said of me, many, glan^ang at the source^ made 
candid deductions, and were careful to proportion thek 
acts oi kmdness to the magnitude of my wrengs. Invi* 
tations met me upon the road, and, wafbed upon the 
wings of fame, I could enter no town, or village, which 
my name had not reached in which I did not receive 
l^ood, and evil treatment. The clergy and their connex- 
ions were generally inveterate enemies; while those, who 
bad wiH and power to act for themselves, and chanced to 
be fevorably impressed, were very warm in their attach ' 
ments. Thus m^ fViends were very eordialy and my 
enemies very mahgnant; and, as my enemies were gen- 
erally at a distance, and my friends at my elbow, but for 
officious individuals, who brought me intelligence of all 
they heard, I might have gone on iny way with abundant 
satisfaction. At Brunswick, which I had been earnestly 
solicited to visit, I was received into a most worthy fhnily. 
The Rev. Mr. Dunham was ef the Seventh-day persua- 
sion; a man of real integrity, who, although he could not 
see, as I saw, threw open the doors of his meeting- 
house; conducted me into his pulpit; and discharge 
toward me, in every particular, tne duty of a Christian, 
His neighlx>r, a clergyman, who was a First-day Baptist, 
exhibited a eon:plete contrast to Mr. Dunham. He in- 
vited me, it ic true, to his house; asked me to lodge 
there; we conve.ved together, prayed together, he ap- 
peared very kind, vX^^d much pleased, and 1 bdiieved him 
my confirmed friena. until, leaving Brunswick, I called 
upon some, whose de,'»*'»rtment to me was the reverse of 
what it had heretofore been. I demanded a reason; 

when they frankly informed me, that the Rev. Mr. 

had made such representations, as had destroyed all the 
pleasure, the;^ had been accustomed to derive from my 
presence. This afiected m^ beyond expression, a stran- 
ger as I was; and, suffering in the dread of what I bad 
lo expect, I turned from the door of those deceived 
persons, without uttering a word. I quitted their habi- 
tations forever; invidious remarks were made upon my 
■ilence; but of these I was careless; on other occasions 
f might have been affected, but treachery from a mmi, 
14 
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who had enteitain%d me so hospitably, and who stood so 
high in the ranks of piety, shocked me beryond the 
power of utterencoi Upon the afternoon of this day, on 
which I had been so deeply hurt, I was ensaffed to do* 
liver my peaceful message in the pulpit of Mr. Dun- 
ham, in the vicinity of this perfidious man. Some time 
had elapsed since I had seen him, and 1 then met him 
upon the road; he advanced toward me with an extended 
hand, and a countenance expressive of Christian aifec* 
tion; ' You are a great stranger, sir.' Yes, sir, 1 am a 
stranger, and sojourner, in every place, as all my fathers 
were before me. * Well, how have you been, since I 
saw you?' Thanks be to Ood, I have boon preserved 
and owned, and blessed, notwithstanding the slanders 
of the adversary, and his agents. He saw he was de* 
tected, and he determined immediately to drop the mask. 
' Well, I will do all in my power to obstruct ^our pro* 
l^ress in every place.' Had you, sir, made this decMira- 
tion at an earlier period, I should at least have believed 
you an honest man. But to pass yourself upon me as 
my friend, while you were aiming at me a vital stab! 
Oh sir, I am astonished at you. * And I am more astonish- 
ed at you; do you not tremble, when you think that God 
must have a quarrel with you? and that all His ministers 
m America hate you?' Sir, I do not believe my Creator 
is a quarrelsome Being, neither do I credit the informa- 
tion, that all Ood^s ministers hate me; a minitter of Ood 
is incapable of hating any human being. ' But are you 
not confounded, when you consider, that you must be 
right J and we vftong^ or you wrong, and all God's min- 
isters right? Surely, it is more probable we should be 
all right, and you wrong, than you right and we all 
wrong.' I have no apprehensions upon this head; some 
one might have questioned, in the days of Elijah, when 
he was opposed by eight hundred and fifty prophets: * Do 
you not tremble to see all these holy, and reverend priests 
on one side, and you {done on the other? either they must 
be wrong, and you right, or you wrong, and they risht.' 
Sn in Jerusalem, our divine Master might have been 
asked: * Are you not appalled at beholding all the minis- 
ters of God, all the rulers of the people, in opposition ? 
£lither they must be wrong, imd you right, or you wrong, 
and they right; and which, pray, is the most probable r 
And the people mighLhave been asked: * Have any of 
our rulers believed on him? He is a Devil, and mad, 
why hear ye him?' 'I am astonished at your daring 
blaspheniy, in comparing yourself either to Elijah, or 



Christ*' Why, wan not Elijah a tnan of like pasnoiiB 
with us? and are we not taught to put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Who is it that asks, If they have called the 
Master of the house Beelzebub? what ought the senrants 
of his household to expect? £lijah is a member in the 
same body with me; but the Redeemer is still nearer; 
He is my head, the head of every man; He indulges me 
with the privilege of denying myself, my sinful self, and 
he allows me to acknowledge no other than his blessed 
self; that, thus standing in his name, I may stand in the 
presence of the Father, the Divinity^ with exceeding joy; 
t^at, asking in the name <^ his immaculate humanity, 
I may be sure to receive, that my joy may be full. Nor 
can all that you, nor any one else can say, be able to 
shake me from this my strong hold. * Ay, perhaps you 
may be mistaken — you may be deceived.' If 1 am de- 
ceived, I am deceived; but I will venture. * You know 
thi«» is not the privilege of all, and therefore it may not be 
yours.' I do not know that this is not the privileffe of all; 
but, if it be of any, it is of the believer; and, as 1 believe, 
it must be mine. They shall, said my divine Master, say 
all manner of evil of yon falsely. You, sir, have been in 
Brunswif^, fulfilling this scripture; and I rejoice, that I 
have made the discovery. You can never deceive me 
agUn; but as I am not naturally suspicious, others mav 
obtain a lease of my good opinion, from wJbich they wiu 
never but upon the strongest conviction, be ejected. I left 
this good man beyond measure enraged; and, no doubt, 
believing he should really render God serviee, by doing 
me the most essential injurv. I immediiitely repaired to 
the pulpit of my friend Dunham, where, preaching peace, 
I recovered my lost serenity; and it glaadened my heart 
to believe, that the inveterate enemy, with whom I had 
parted upon the road, was included in the redemption it 
was my business to proclaim. 

But now again, my heart failed me— ^gain I sickened 
at the prospect before me, and my whole soul, revoltrag 
from a continuance in public life, I once more fled to my 
beloved, my sequestered home. I sighed ardently for 
my emancipation. Of that God, who was, in Christ; re- 
conciling the world unto himself, I entertained not the 
smallest dread. But my coward spirit trembled before a 
combination of religious characters, beaded by the clergy 
and ajnned for my destruction. Their zeal was mani- 
fested by their industriously propagating a variety of evil 
reports. I would detail them were- they not so numer-^ 
oua. .And, although ^1 maimer of evil had not yer 
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been «aid of me, enough was said te Ln^lant « iJUoad 
of soiue overwhelming termination. Thua my aversion 
to the path, into which I had been pressed became more 
jGa|K>sing. I was ready to say, Lord, send, by whom 
thou wilt send, and in mercy, vouchsafe to grant me my 
final exit from those surrounding scenes, which embor 
som the retirement of my friend. Often have I wept 
as 1 traversed the woods and groves of my patron, at 
the thought, that I could be indulged with the felicity 
of passing the remainder of my days amid those sylvan 
scenes; especially as it was the wish of the liberal master 
that I should so do. 1 became apprehensive, that my 
trials, in this new world, would suipass those, which 1 
had encountered in the okL These agonia^ing anticipa* 
lions prostrated me before the throne of the Almighty, 
implorip^ his protection; and from this high communi- 
cation with my Father God, my griefs have been assuage 
ed and my wounded 8{»rit healed. Urged by a strong 
sense of duty, I again visited Upper Freehold, to which 
place I had been repeatedly summoned. My acquaint* 
ance there was lar^e and respectable, but it was the resi- 
dence of a high-pnest, who treated me roughly. 1 was 
ftskal to breakfast at the house of one of his congregation, 
without the most remote hint, that 1 was to meet this great 
man; but I was hardly seated, when he was observed 
making his approaehes; and, from some expressions of 
surprise, I was induced to believe he was totally unex- 
pected. I was astonished to see so many assembfod; but 
supposed, that curiosity tO; see the strange preacher of 
so strange a doctrine, had drawn them together. I was 
however, afterwards assured, ^tfaat the plan had been 
jpreviously concerted. Mr. Tennant entered. We were 
mtroduced to each other. He drew a chair into the 
nidst of the oircle; and conunanding into his countenance 
as much stern severity, as he could collect, he commenc- 
ed his studied operations. <I want to know, sir, by 
what authority you presume to. preach in this place? 'Pray, 
sir, by what authority do you thus presume to question 
mef, < 1 am, sir, placed here, by Almighty God, to look 
after the affairs of his church, and people; and I have 
a riffht to insist on knowing who, and what you are?' 
Well, sir, if you be placed here, as the vicegerent of 
Heaven, you should take care how you conduct; you 
have a great charge, and your responsibility is pcppor- 
tioned to its magnitude. But, sir, I am not assuming; 
I ha¥e no design upon your people; I am like a person 
in die time of harvest, who steps into the fields and 
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bind^ up^ flOBMf 8h«aTe9, nakiiig bo <ietiiaiid upon iho 
proprietor of the grouncLs. I hare noTOr attempted to 
ficatter your sheep, I have not even plaeked a lock of 
their ^ool. 1 do not wish to govern, I only aim at beiiiga 
help. 'I do not Kke you a bit the better. for all this 
Btutf. I insist on knowing, whether you came in at the 
door?' I wish to know, ur, what door you mean? *I 
mean the door of the church; all, who come not in at 
that door, are- thieves and robbera« ^But, sir, I would 
know, what church you mean? The pope deolarea, 
there is no true church, save the one of which he ie the 
head. The Episcopal bishop affirms, there is no true 
church, but that of which the kinc is the head. Do 
you, sir, mean either of these ?' ' No, sir, I mean the* 
true church. Did you come in at that door?' If, sir, 
vou do not tell me, what you mean by the true church, 
how can I answer you respecting the door? * Sir, I will 
have no evasions. Did you, or did you not, come in at the 
door?' Jesus Christ says: ' I am the door; by me, if any 
man enter, he shall be saved.' Do you mean this door, 
sir? <No, sir, I mean the door of the church.' Is not 
Jesus Christ the door of the church, sir? *No, sir.' 
Well, sir, although there be many preachers, who have 
not entered at this door, you will not, I trust, esteem a 
preacher the less, for having the privilege to go in and 
out at this door. * Sir, I have nothing to do with this;^ 
I wish to know, whether you have church authority for 
preaching? that is, whether you came pro^rly in at the 
door?' Sir, I have the same authoritv for i>reaehing 
which the apostle Paul had; he received his mission by 
the will of God, so have I. * Ay, sir, give us the same 
miracles Paul wrought, and we will believe you.' If the 
power of working miracles were necessary to prove a 
right to preach the gospel, perhaps you, sir, would be 
also at a loss to prove ^our own right, either to preach, 
or thus to question a fellow creature. < Sir, you are a 
deceitful, hypocritical man. If you had come property 
in at the door, I should have received you; but you are 
an impostor, I pronounce you an impostor.' That is 
more tnan you know, sir, and I add, more than I know 
myself; but if we cannot agree about the church and the 
door, blessed be 66d t we can agree in one fntidamen- 
tal point: While we were yet sinners, Christ Jesus died 
for us, and while we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son. The old gentleman start- 
ed from his seat, and, running round the apartroent, 
exclaimed, ra a loud and thundering voiee, to -tiioee who 
14* 
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w«re«hlio«fts * Cone m, maA hear gibberieh, gibberielii 
fibberiah.' I wee aatooished, end wheo he had eo far 
apent hie rage, as to remain for one moment silent, t 
lootol full in hie fiice, and asked: Pray; sir, what lan- 
guage do yon make use of ? Is it possible, that you, e 
clergyman, highiy distinguished, the head of the Pres* 
bytcry, and now in the evening of life, should be so lit* 
tie acquainted with the scri^ures, as to call the language 
of revelatioD , gibberish ? * You kiiow nothing about rev 
Nation; their nerer was an individual of the human 
race, that ever had any interest in Christ, or in Godj 
until they had repentance and faith.' Pardcm me, sir: 
you do not believe this yourself. ' I say, I do. Excuse 
me, eir; yeu certainty do not. ' Give me leave to tell 
you, you have a great deal of impudence, thus to talk to 
me.' Nay, sir, I do not wish to offend ; I wish you to 
re-cansider your assertion; I am confident, you do not 
believe it; and I am confident, jfou will have the good- 
ness to own it, belbre I quit this apartment. TLet me 
toll you young man you have the greatest stock of assur« 
ance, 1 have ever met with in any young person* I 
tell you f^ain, there never was an individual of the hu- 
man race, who left this world without faith and repent- 
ance, who ever had any interest in Christ, or ever tasted 
happiness.' Not one? <No sir, not one.' Oh! sir, I 
am very sorry you compel me to make you to retract this 
affirmation. Turning to the company, he required them 
to si^, whether they did not think my insolence surpass- 
ed OTedibiiiQr ? The company were silent, and, after a 
pause, I said: I know, sir, if you believe Calvinistic 

{irinciples, you believe some infants may be eternally 
ost; but no Calviniflt d^es, that tome infants are in- 
terested in Christ, and eternally blessed, although they 
paoBed cNit of time, without repentance ear faith. ' Sir, 
I never thought of infanta.' So I imagined; and it was 
therefore, sir, I took the liberty to say, you did not believe 
what you advanced. ' But I believe it with respect to all 
besides infants'. No, sir, pardon me, you do not. Again 
he was exooedinr angry, until I mentioned idiots. ' I 
did not think of idiots.' I believe, you did not; but, my 
good sir, would it not be as well, if you were always to 
think, liefore yoa speak? < Again I say, I am astonish- 
ed at your impudence; I could not have believed a young 
matt, like you, could have hod so much impudence.' I dare 
•ay, air, ^rou are disappointed; you expected to have 
met a timid, poor., destitute stranger, who would have 
t keen -eonfonadad by aoise, end suoh cogent ai^umeiitSt 
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ws gibberish, gibberish, repentefiy voeif%rated; vov eac* 
pected, I should not have dared to mter a syllam: you 
nave been pleased to treat me very roughly; you* know 
not, but you have been {)ouring yinej^ar into w&awla 
already sore : you have, sir, been Texing the stranger; 
and without any provocation on my part. * Ay, ay, this 
is the language of all impostors.' 

Thus ended my morning repast. I was very imtch 
hurt, yet 1 reaped advantage from this new trial. Re- 
turning to my lodgings, I experienced the most painM sen- 
sations, but the rebuff, I had received, operated as Qsual^ 
it drew me nearer to my God, and, pouring out my heart 
in secret before the Father of my spirit, I obtained what 
the favor of the clergy could never give--consolation and 
peace in believing. 

My conduct at this breakfasting conference was repre*- 
sented in such a point of iriew, as increased the number 
of my friends; and clerical gentleman, in this place and 
its environs, forbore direct attacics; but the tongue of the 
private slanderer was busily employed. A gendeman of 

C- , the Rev. Mr. S , repeatedly attended my 

public labors; addressed me after preaching, continued 
some time in conversation with me, and appointed a day, 
on which he pressed me to dine with him. I accepted 
his politeness vrith gratitude, and was punctual to the 

time. Mr. S received me with manifest satisfeo 

lion; we were alone, and we passed many hours most 

pleasantly. Mr. S seemed solicitous, that ! should 

view him, neither as a sceptic, nor a caviller, but simply 
an enquirer after truth. He asked me many questions, 
which I answered as clearly as I was able; and he ap 
peared sometimes dissatisfied, sometimes silenced. Upon 
the whole, his deportment was gentlemanly, and I couU! 
not forbear regarding him, as a sensible illumined Chris 
tian. On my departure he urged me to consider hm 

house my home, whenever f visited C ; waited on 

me while I mounted my horse, pressed my hand, and» 
with much apparent devotion, supplicated the blessing of 
Heaven upon me. On recurring to my journal) I find 
my notice of this interview concluded as toUows: ThtM 
far am I brought on my way rejoicing; the Lord is my Hiin 
and Shield; Blessed be the name of my God! Yet n« 
sooner was I out of view, than this same Mr. S ■ 
ordered his horse, and posting to every respectable fa- 
mily in his parish, informed them, that, with all my 
etmntn^, he had outwitted me; that he had asked me 
to dine, and, by flattery and tmreutM^ had tknwm mm 
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iate thenoiy you shall not be contamiiiated by the recital^ 
U wouki be dangerous in the extreme, rior was this 
enouffh« Being a member of the Presbytery, he wrote a 
circular letter, addressing every leading associate, which 
^dfectii^Uy steeled all hearts, and, so & as his influence 
ejitended, barred every door against me. Calumnies of 
various descriptions were disseminated^ rancor became 
uncommonly prolific^ astonishing efforts were made to 
destroy my reputation; but God was with me, and his 
spirit was my never-failing support In the midst of these 
fiery trials, i passed on: succeeding weeks and months 
rolled away, while my days were appropriated to my 
beloved home, to diiferent parts of the Jersies, Philadel- 
phia, New York, and many of the intervening towns, 
scattered between those cities. 

In the commencement of the Autumn of 1773, t was 
strongly induced to journey as far as Newport, in Rhode 
Island; and having dropped a tear, at parting with my 
faithful friend, I commended him to the care of Heaven, 
^nd began my new tour of duty. The chiUv mornings 
and evenings, of even the first autumnal month, gave rie 
to experience the want of an outside garment. I was, 
however, determined not 19 solicit human aid; this I be- 
lieved, would be taking the business out of the hand of 
my Master. If God had sent me, he would put it into 
the hearts o£ his people to supply me; yet I did not cal- 
culate, that this want would be supplied, until I reach- 
ed New York. I believed I had in that city a friend, 
wno • would derive pleasure from administering to my 
necessities. But when I was preparing to leave Bruns- 
wick, a person entered the parlor, displayed a number 
of patterns, requested I would make a choice for a 

r'eat-coat; and asked, how long I should tarry in town? 
told him, I should leave town early on the succeeding 
morning: 'Well, sir,' he returned, 'your coat shall be 
ready.' I asked, by whom he was sent? ' Sir, I was 
^ordered not to say by whom.' It is very well, I know 
who sent you. «Do you, sir?' Yes, sir, it was God, 
my Father; who, having all hearts in his hand, has 
jitmiulated your employer. £arly the following morn- 
ing, the coat was brought home; I was deeply affected, 
And laying my hand upon it, I said: Henceforward thou 
•halt be my monitor; whenever I feel my heart despond- 
-iiigy IB jilent, but persuasive language, thou ahalt say: 
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*Cast tiiy care upon God, for he mrtA ftr- thee.* It 
waA Bot fto much the supply of this preniBg watit, that 
pleased nie, as the recognkioii ^f the imraediale hand 
of paternal Deity, who thus vouchsafed te own and Ucas 
my mission. On my arriFal in New Yorii, I learned, 
to my great astonishment, that the friend, on whom my 
liopes of a winter garment had rested, was become my 
enemy] I was greatly pained, he was v^ry dear to me: 
but a reli^oie slanderer had been at his ear^ ana 
had prejudiced him against me. I lost him foreFer-^ 
alas' alas! how many such losses have I sustained, 
since 1 became a promulgator of the truth aa it is in 
Jesus. 

Leaving New York, I postponed my journey to New- 
port, passed through East Jersey, and stopped at Amboy, 
where I had many friends. Sitting one evening at tea 
with a lady, she oomplained, that her maid had quitted 
her, having been seduced from her dutv, by afoot sohtter. 
This immediately reminded me of Mrs. Trinbalii, the 
poor ttnliappy lady, at whose house, in Cork, I had, in 
company with Mr« Whit^eid, and <rtherB, been so splen- 
didly entertained. I related the meBrnfiil tale, when the 
lady assured me she knew the unhappy creature: she had 
seen her in Amboy, and that she was now in New York 
in a most wretched siteation. I imraediately cono^ed 
a hope, that, if I could obtain an inierview with her, I 
miffht prevail upon her to retara to her widowed mothery 
and to her children ; and although her husband was no more, 
she miMht yet, in some oseasure, retrieve the past. Alas t 
alas! Idid not calculate, that I waa thus naakia^ provi- 
sion for the most serious calamity, which, durmg my 
soioum in this new woiid, had until them overtaken me* 
The following day, intent on my purpose, I took passage 
in the packet fbr New York; acoompanied by the ser* 
jeant nmjor of the regiment to which the feUow be- 
longed, with whom this deluded woman lived. I asked 
him, if he knew such a person?- Yes, he knew her, and 
she was in a very wretclied condition. I sighed from the 
inmost recessed of my soul, while I listened to his aoeouot 
of her manner of living. I begged to know if I could see 
her. Yes, he ooukl oonduct me to her abode; but on oof 
arrival, passing over the common, near the gaol, to the 
reodenoe of tnis poor creature, we chanced to meet her 
infamous seducer, who, not having heard of the death of 
Mr. Trifllbath, immediately eonchided I was that injured 
husbami, oome to reclaim my wretched wanderer. Un^ 
der tlua impression, he hastened home, and effectually 
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accreted her, heSam we reaehed die door. I was diMp- 
pointed, but I informed a poor ereature in the honae, 
that I would call, upon the ensuing day, at one o'clock, 
when I hoped I might obtain an interFiew. 1 was, the 
next day, punctual to the appointment; hut, instead of 
the misguided woman, I received a letter, diivcted to Mr. 
Tnnbaui, entreating most earnestly, that I would not a^ 
tempt to see her ; that, after treating me as she had done, 
she never would see me more; and that, if I persisted in 
pursuing her, she would leave the ci^, and, taking with 
tier, miserable children, they would all pensh together, 
for she would, rather than meet my eye, suffer a thousand 
deaths. I was beyond measure shocked at this letter; I 
saw the absolute necessity of seeing and convincing her 
of her error; but how was this to be effectuated? I 
could devise no plan. I told the old womm, it was a 
most capital mistake; that I was not the person she sup- 
posed. Oy said she, you need say nothmg about that, sir; 
erery body knows you are her husband, and every body 
pities you, poor gentleman, that you should have such a 
wife; but sne has bad advisors, and I dare say, if yon 
can see and forgive her, (and every body says, that if 
vou did not intend to do so, you would never have sought 
her,) she will again be a very good woman. I was pro- 
voked beyond endurance; but every appearance of inita 
tion was imputed to my disappointment, and eonse<|uert 
resentment. My soul was harrowed up by agonizing 
distress; unable to convince, the old woman, I returned 
to my lodgiiifpL My fiiends perceived the anguish of my 
spirits, for %viiJoh they were well able to account; diey, 
however, carefully avoided the subject. At last, not 
being able to control my emotions, I burst into tears. 
They were alacmed. ' What is the matter? * I circttm- 
stantially related the whole story, and dwelt upon 'my 
sufferinffs, consequent upon my inability to see Mrs. 
Trinbata, and convince her -of her mistake. My IKends 
appeared relieved, and proposed my writing to her, and 
leaving it at her lodgmgs; she will see it is not* the hand- 
writing of her husband. The proprienr of this Pleasure 
was. obvious; I asked the gentleman, if he would aecoiiw 
paoy me? ' Most pfiadly.' I wrote immediately^ labor* 
ug to cuoyince this unfortunate woman of her error, 
and asHuring her, that mv friend, Mr.Trinbath, had been 
ttiany years dead; that if she would but give me a meet- 
ing, for a single moment, she would acknowled^ she 
hM nolbiiig to fear from me. Thk letter was ine 
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••Oft was positive k was all a deceptiwi) and thflt, with a 
view oC deceiving ber, I had employed some other pen. 

This story was a sweet morsel to my religious foes. It 
was painted in the most odious colors) and industriously 
exhibited. They declared) the woman was unquestiona- 
bly my wife; and that, on account of the treatment she 
had received from her barbarous husband, she bad pre- 
i'erred putting herself under the protection of a eonomon 
soldiery that she had attended church, upon a lecture 
evening, and upon seeing me, her husband, in the pulpit, 
she had shrieked aloud, and fainted. This, and a thou- 
sami other falsehoods, were circulating through the city. 
My humane friends, at length, interfered; they solicited 
the eomiBandmg officer to oblige the fellow, wiitb «vhom 
the woman lived, to produce her; she approached with 
dread apprehension; a large company was ooUeoted, 
spectators of the scene. She causht a p^kmce, and ex- 
claiming, in a tremulous accent, It is, it is* he^mme- 
diately fainted. Curiosity, and humanity, combined to 
recover her; she was led into the parlor. I appeared full 
before her, entt'eating her to take a view of my face; she 
did so, and no words can express her confusion; her ac- 
knowledgments were repeated and copious; she did not 
recollect, ever to have seen me before. I was most hap- 
py in the result of this untoward btisiaess, which had 
nearly annihilated my anxiety respecting her restoration 
to her connexions. Indeed I was assured, no entreaties 
would procure her return to Cork. So many had wit- 
nessed an ecclaircisement, so honorable to me, .that I 
fondly believed it would be attached to the narration; but 
alas ! there was not a thousandth part of the pains taken 
to publish the truth, as had been taken to spread far and 
wide the slander; here it was the still voice of friendship; 
there it was Slander with her thousand tongues. None 
hut God caL tell, how much I have suffered, from the 
various trials, I have encountered. Again, I mournfully 
acknowledged, that my object in coming to America was 
not in any view obtained; that my grand desideratum 
appeared further and further from my reach; again I 
wished most ardently to be in England; ^ea, in the very 
scenes from which I had escaped, if I might thus be de- 
livered from the distracted situation, in which I was in- 
% olved; and the more I contemplated the indignation, and 
power of the clergy, the more frequently 1 exclaimed, 
Doubtless I shall one day perish by the hand of my ene- 
my. Yet, in the darkest night of my affliction, my gra- 
cious God frequently vouchsafed to grant me peace and 
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\osr In beltevlng that His almighty power was snfficfent 
for me; and, in the pulpit, whatever was my previons 
situation, either mental, or coporeal, when engaged in 
the investigation of divine trutn, I was not only tranquil 
but happy: And this happiness I oflen enjoyed; for an 
ardent curiosity obliged the people every where to hear; 
and, when a pulpit could not be obtained, a private 
house, a court-hoase, a wood, answered the purpose; and 
I rejoic^, while contemplating the irradiations of divine 
truth, bursting through toe dark clouds of prejudice, and 
with snch imposing splendor, and could only be ef^ctu- 
ated by Omnipotent power. 

I received frequent and most pressing invitations to 
i^istt New*England. During my residence in New York, 
I became known to many gentlemen of Connecticut; and 
I was requested to stop, and deliver my testimony in 
various places, along the road. I resumed m^ purpose 
of visiting Newport, determining to proceed thither ^th 
all possiUe despatch. I had, however, promised to stop 
at a friend's house, in Milford, and at another's, in Guil- 
ford; at which places I preached to very large congrega 
tions; several strangers, having seen me elsewhere, 
recognized me, and entreated me to accompanv them to 
their respective homes: bat my object was Newport. 
Many incuviduak, from Norwich, departed from Guilford 
wjith me; they gave me to understand, that, having made 
part of my audience, on the preceding evening, they 
wwe extremely desirous I should proceed with them to 
Norwich. We passed the day very agreeably together, 
eonversin^ with great freedom. About sunset, we reach- 
ed New-London, where it was my resolution to bid my 
new associates adieu; but they so earnestly importuned 
me to go on, one gentleman in particular, that, accepting 
his profiered kindness, I was that night lodged in his hos- 
jMtable dwelling. He soon became, and ever after con- 
tinued, my steadfkst friend. Many, in Norwich, received 
me with great kindness; a house of worship was provid- 
ed; but it not being sufficiently spacious, the doors of the 
great meeting-house were thrown open, and never after- 
wards shut against me. Thus, in this instance, the zeal 
of the people has been sufficiently imposing, to prevail 
against ministerial opposition. The Friends I obtained, 
in Norwich, were, in truth, inestimable; some individuals 
are not vet called home; they remain unwavering in the 
belief of the truth, as it is in Jesus; and in their anection- 
ate attaehment to its feeble advocate. At Norwich, I 
was soiieited to preach in the meeting-house of Mr. Hart, 
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Mi Predion; to which place manj of my new friend* 
Aocompaoied me. Having passed the night at Preston, 
CD the Bucoeedinff morning, t recommenced my journey, 
with the Rev. Mr. H— — ,• of Newport. The distance 
WtoS between 30 and 40 miles; but as Mr. H ■■ , was 
going homef he would not stop to dine on the road.* In 
the course of the day, Mr. H — ^» •-' thus questioned me: 
'Weil, su", I suppose you will preach in Newport?' 
Yery likely, sir. ' You have friends there, I presume?' 
No, sir, I do not know a single soul. ' You have letters 
of recommendation, perhaps ? ' Not a line, sir. ' Where 
then do you intend to fo, and what do you intend to do?' 
I have laid no plans, sir. * I promise you, you shall not 
preach in my meeting.' I should be very much surpris- 
ed, if I did, sir. < And I suppose, yon think you are 
called of God, to go to Newport?' I think it is not un- 
likely, sir. ' I believe, you will find yourself mistaken.' 
It is possible. ' Suppose you should find no place to 
preach in, what wouU you do then?' Devote myself* to 
private conversation. < But, suppose you could find no 
one to converse with?' Then 1 would turn about, and 
come hack again. < But what would you think of your 
faith?' Gall it fancy. But at present, I think I shall 
preach the gospel in Newport; and, although I am an 
utter stranger, knowing no one, nor known by any one; 
yet I expect, before I leave the place, to have many 
friends. * Ay, these are fine fancies indeed.' Had you 
not better suspend your decision until you witness the 
result? will it not then be fiill time to determine, whether 
it he faith or fancy7 ' If it should not be, as I predict, I 
should not be ashamed to own my error: if it should, you 
ou^ht to blush for your unwarrantable eoniidence. * But 
as It is not impossible, you may preach in that city, and 
that some of my people naay be among the number of 
your hearers, 1 thmk l have a right to question you.' If 
God will give me leave to preach to his people, I am 
content. ' What do you mean by that, sir?' Your ob- 
servation brought to my mind, what on a certain occasion, 
a very distinguished servant of God said to his master, 
when be was told to go down and see what hU people 
were doing. O Lord, they are not my people^ they are 
thy people. However, Moses was not settled on your 

* Nearly the whole of thie conTerBatlon was pnblished in the first 
volume. Letter Foarth, of 'Lettera, and Sketches of Sermona.' In- 
stead of the letter A. the letter H...., which was the origiiial andfni* 
iaitUl, is now suhatituted. 

15 
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plan. * Well, sir, I look upon my peoj^ to be Oodhi 
peo|>le.' Ifou are perfectly right, sir, so indeed they are: 
and if I speak to them at all, I shall speak to them, in 
that character. * Well, sir, as you call yourself a preach- 
er of the gospel, and iiuiy, as I have said preach to my 
people; it is proper I should know what ideas you have 
of gospel. Tell me, sir, what is gospel f* I am hnppy 
in being able to give you a direct answer. The gospel 
nr, is a soleom declaration, given upon the oath of Je- 
hovah, that, tfi the Seed of MroMimj aU the nattoni 
$hould he blessed, 'Is that all you Imow of gospel? 
Would it not, my ffood sir, require a very long time to 
inform mankind, who, and tfihatf that Seed is; now, and 
in what manner all the nations of the earth are, and shail 
be blessed therein; and what blessings they are blessed 
with, in Christ Jesus7 The apostle Paul, although he 
labored more abundantly, than his brethren, found this 
vast, this important subject, abundantly sufficient for his 
whole life; and those, who are blessed in that Seed, will 
find the contemplation of that blessedness, which they 
shall be blessed with, in Hisn, sufficient to furnish a soDff, 
which, although, never ending, will be ever new. ' if 
such be your views, you know nothing at all of gospel.* 
You could not so absolutely determine this matter, if you 
yourself were not acquainted with the meaning of the 
term, sospeL Tell me then, sir, if you please, what is 
gospel? < Why, sir, this is gospel: He, that believeth, 
shall be saved, and he, that believeth not shall be 
damned.' Indeed, sir, I had thought, the literal, simpU 
meaning of the term gospel was, glad tidings. Which 
part of the passage you have cited, is gospel, that which 
announces sdhaUon, or that which announces damnation^ 
' Well then, if you please this is gospel: He that belieo 
eth shall be saved.' Believeth what, sir? < That.' What 
Sir? That I tell you. What, sir? « That, Itell vou: He 
that believeth, shall be saved.' Believeth what, ^rf What 
is he to believe? ' Why that, I tell you.' I wished, sir, 
to treat this investigation seriously; but, as you seem to 
be disposed to be rather ludicrous, we will, if yon please, 
dismiss the subject. ^ No, sir, I do not mean to be ludi« 
crous; I am very serious.' Well, sir, if so, then I b^ 
leave to ask, what is it I am <e believe; the believing of 
which will save me? ' That Jesus Christ made it fossiHe 
for sinners to be saved.' By what means? * By believing.' 
Believing what? < That.' What? < That Jesus Gfanst 
made it possible for sinners to be saved.' By what means 
IS it possible that sinners may be saved ? ' By beUeving, I 
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lett y<Hi«* But thedeWls beliere; will their beUf Ting save 
them? < No, sir.' Suppose I believe, that Jesus Christ 
made it possible to save sinners; will that save me? 
* No, sir.' Then, sir, let me ask, what am I to believe^ 
the believing of which will save me? 'Why, sir, you 
must believe the ffospel, that Jesus made it possible for 
sinner? to be saved.' But, by what means? ' By believ« 
ing,' Believing what? * Tkaty I tell you.' 

Mr. H could not but be conscious the ground he 

had taken was untenable. Had he answered in scripture 
language, that the truth to be believed, and which we 
make ixoda liar by not believing, was that Chriit had 
given himself a ransom for ally to be testified in due time; 
that he had wsohUely tasted death for every man; and that 
every man should be made alive in Christ Jesus, &c. &c ^ 
the inference was unavoidable, nor man, nor devil could un- 
do, what God had done; the power exists not, which can 
set aside the decrees of God. If the Redeemer did noi 
taste death for all; if He has not purchased aU; then 
those, for whom He has not tasted death, whom he has 
not purchased, have no right to believe He has; and 
were they so to believe, they must indubitably- believe a 

lie. But, finding the temper of Mr. H rise higher 

and higher, every time I repeated my question; I endea- 
vored to bring the matter to a conclusion, by observing, 
that I was astonished to find a master in Israel, and a 
writer too, either not abley or not wiUing to answer a 
simple question, viz : what I am to believe is the founda- 
tion of m^ salvation? what am I to believe procures my 
justification in the sight of God? * And I am astonished 
at your blasphemy »' This is in character, sir; men of 
four description were Ions since fond of fixing this charge 
on both the Master, and nis witnesses; but, remember, 

sir, if I have blasphemed, it is only Mr. H , whom I 

have blasphemed. ' Well, sir, I believe I have gone too 
far; I will, if you please, take back the charge.' With 
all ray heart, sir. < I do not doubt, you may be admired 
in Newport a whole fortnight.' That no doubt will be 
fourteen days longer than you would wish. Arriving in 
sight of Newport, Mr. H ——-said: * There air, is my 
meeting-house; at a little distance from thence is niv 
dwelling-house, and my friends are multiplied.' Well, 
sir, I have no home, meeting-house, nor fnend, in New 
port. Yet, 1 repeat, before! leave that city, I expect to 
have more than one home, and many friends, * WeU, 
now I think of it, there is one man, who has a little nlacji, 
in. whieh, poasibly, you may get leave to preach; I wijl 
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direct ;fou to a man, who ' has some acquaintanoe nvlcil 
faitn.' I wi]l thank you, sir, to inform me where mj 
horse may be taken care of; for myself, I hare fittle 
concern. * I promise you, horse-keeping is very high 
in Newport.' That, sir, is very sad tidings to me, 
for I promise yon, my finances are very low. Some 
very bitter speeches were made; and I regretted, that I 
was so unfortunate, as to have taken the joumcryr with 
Mr. H Your people, said I, are leavened with the 
leayen of the Pharisees, and you seem to be leavened 
with the leaven of Herod. * What do you mean by the 
leaven of Herod? ' I mean the nature of Herod ' How 
does that ap[rty?' Some persons urged our Master to 
fly, in conseonence of Herod's seeking his life. Go, 
said He, teU that fox, I v^ork to-day and to-^norrow &c. 
Stc. Our Master (denominated H^od a fox, for the pm*- 
pose of giving an idea of his nature* What is a fox^ a 
.creature that lives upon the spoil; but he is dependent 
upon the secrecy of the night, and, we are told, in order 
the more efllectually to cover his desi^s, he sometimes 
imitates the watch-dog, thus endeavonne to make it ap- 
pear, he is defending the property of tne husbandman, 
while, under the guise of watchful care for others, he is 
covertly acting for himsdf, till the morning dawns, till 
Che light appears, and dien his labor ends. This is the 
leaven of Herod, and it was of the nature of this insidious 
tinimal, that onr Lord cautioned his disciples to beware. 
^ Well, there is something mgenious in that I confess.' 
We reached the ferry a little befere sunset, and on land- 
ing at Newport: * There said Mr. H , pointing to a 

small shop, If you will call on that man,' he will give you 
directioB.' i walked on, stopped at the door, and hold- 
ing the bridle in my hand, asked the man behind the 
coamer, if he would be so oUigine as to inform me, 
which was the best inn for keeping horses? ' Please to 
walk in, sir.' I fastened my horse and entered the shop, 
and seeing the man look very gloomy, and hearing him 
sigh very bitterly, I concluded he' must be under the pres- 
sure of some heavy calamity; and, as no woman aj^ear- 
ed, I suspected the poor fellow must have lost his wife, 
end my sympathies were very powerfully excited.r I was 
however soli^tous about my horSe, and again requested 
the requisite information. * Do not make yourself uneasy, 
sir, my little boy will be here in a few moments, when I 
wiH send him with your horse, and you will be so oblig- 
ing as to tarry here, and drink tea; my wife i^ out w 
town, imd of course tMfig* w^ not be so w^, as T sh^ 



.were here.' I was verymudi relieved by thin intelli- 

ceace, and sat down. < How far have you travelled to- 
day, sir? ' From Preston, in Connecticut, sir. ' Did vou 
come alone, sir? ' No, sir, I came m company with a 

Mr. H , one of your teachers; I parted with him at 

the ferry. ' Did he not ask you to his house? ' No, sir. 
Well, sir, I hope you will believe, there is not another 
man in this town, who would have been so deficient; you 
must» however, U^y here to-night, and we will take es- 
pecial care, of your horse.' You are very obliging,- sir; 
but I had rather, if you please, attend to my horse my- 
Kclf. < Will you, sir, be so good, as to leave this nuitter 
to me, and take some refreshment yourself? You are a 
public character, and I have been accustomed to attend 
to public characters.' How do you know I am a public 
character? there is nothing in my appearance, which in- 
dicates it, 

' The moment you came to my door, it seemed as if 
some one had said, The person who addresses you is a 
preacher ; take kind notice of him j and I immediately 
determined to obey the impulse/ This instance of pro- 
vidential care nearly overpowered me, I was the more 
affected by this brief manifestation, as it closed a very dark 
day. It spoke to my wounded mind, the language of 
assurance: my Divine Master was with roe, and had 
prepared tiie heart of this man to receive me, and this 
soothing consideration gave me inexpressible pleasure. 
Had I been in a clerical dress, or haa the smallest ves^ 
tige of those habiliments been discernible, I should have 
believed those externals had produced their effect. But, 
divested as I was; of every thing which could speak to the 
eye, I could not but greatly rejoice in this instance of recog- 
nisiAff goodness, and my full soul glowed with fervent 
and devotional, gratitude. My cup of tea was mingled 
with my tears; but they were tears of joy, of saered rap- 
ture.^ it was like the priest leaving me, and the good 
Saaaritan taking me up; and the oil and wine, thus 
poured into my lacerated bosom, was most salutary, truly 
refreshing. 

My kind host summoned a number of his friends to 

Eass the evening; they all appeared. very gloomy, and 1 
ad sympathy for their situation. After being introdiie- 
ed, they contioued for some time silent, and sighed in 
. their turns very bitterly. Those sighs, however, although 
signs, were not proofs, of scurrow; it was the custom tor 
.very religious people to be very melancholy, and these 
. were very religioi|s pek>ple; so much so, that I aflerwwds 
35* 
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<&c«rered, there wsb do society in town, irhli wfaieb 
thej could oooseientiously assoeiate. It was propofted, I 
alioald narrate, my eamrienoes, that they mignt judge if I 
vrere a Qhild of God. 1 very readily accommcMated myself 
to their wishes, and gave th«n a sketch of some memmo- 
rable scenes in my life. When I closed, a profound 
silence interrupted only by sighs, succeeded: at last, one 
adffirmed, I was not a chikl of God, my experiences were 
not of the true kind, he conkl not go with me: a second 
pronounced, I was a child of God, for he^ felt me as I 
proceeded. Beinff thus divided, they knew not on what 
to determine; at last, it was proposed to apply to Mr. 
D ■' for his meeting-house Tnis was the very place 

pointed out by Mr. H . I knew his design was to 

ruin me, and therefore, without hesitation, I said I did 
not fed a freedom to speak in the proposed place . Well, 
would I preach in the room, in which we were sitting; 
many had so done, and why not me? This also I 
rejected, it was too much confined. They pronounced 
me very difficult; they did not believe, { should find any 
other plsiee. I assured them, I was not anxious in thfs 
respect* if God had sent me, he would provide a place 
for me; if he had not, I was willing to return, whence I 
came. ^ Perhaps God has provided you a place by di- 
recting us to make these offers.' No, sir, if God had 
directed you to make these offers, and had thought proper 
I should deliver my message in either of the places men- 
tioned, he would have £sposed my heart to embrace 
them ; but this I feel He has not done. They pronounced 
me veiy odd, and took their leave; but the master of the 
house, and one of his friends, conceiving there was some- 
thing uncommon in me, my manner,^ and my matter, 
continued with me in conversation the greater part of 
the night, and, although I had travelled all day, yet I 
^ound BO inconvenience from this additional fatigue. 

After breakfast On the ensuing day, I walked round ' 
the town, and was much pleased wiu its situation; its 
harbor, and pen^ective views, delighted me, and, al- 
though a stranger, with only a few shillings in my 
pocket, my bosom was as tranmiil, as if in my own res- 
ideBce, and master of thousands. Blessed be God! I 
have ttsver yet experienced much solicitude about this 
world, or the gifVs, which it has to bestow. It never 
entered my heim, or heart, that I should not be suppli- 
ed wfCh wbflitever was necessary for me; I had tared 
hard, and I could again accommodate myself to the vi- 
cisritndes of life— yea, and without a murmur* I eon- 
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ttiraed perambulating the streets, nntiltbe hour of dining, 
when 1 returned to my lodgings. < Weil, sir, the com* 

mittee of Dr. 's meeting have been here, to engage 

you to supply their pulpit to-morrow, — Sunday, — and 
they will call for your answer in the evening.^ I was, 
I confess, astonished^ but the evening produced the 
committee, and I acceded to their wishes. One of the 
gentlemen pressed me to return with him, and take 
up my abode at his house, during my continuance in 
Newport; I did so, and was soon domesticated in his 
family, which continued my occasional home for many, 

very many years. Doctor S was absent, and it 

was the business of the committee to supply the desk, 
till his return; my appearance was opportune, and the 
people were generally pleased. I was requested to pub- 
Ush a lecture for the next day. I did so, and the con- 
gregation was crowded, and attentive. I informed the 
audience ,^that I purposed tarrying in Newport two weeks, 
durinff which time I was ready to unite with them, in 
consulting the sacred writings, as often as they pleased; 
but, if I delivered any more lectures, it must be in the 
evening; my reason for which was, that there were 
many laboring persons, who could not attend, without 
loss of time, — and loss of time to them, was loss of prop- 
erty. I was then informed, that when Mr. Whitefieid 
was last there, the parish had passed a vote against 
evening leotui*es. I replied: The parish has an indubi- 
table right to adhere to thdr vote,; but they must excuse 
me, if I thought it my duty to abide by my determination. 
The parish met, re-considered their vote, and request- 
ed me to preach in the evening. Here then I preached, 
every evening, until the Doctor's return; to whom my 
kind, honest host, requested me to accompany him on a 
visit, insisting upon my promising, that I would return 
with him« Simple man, because he, a hearer, was pleas- 
ed, he conceived his minbter would also be pleased, and 
that he would press me to abide at his house ; I prom- 
ised him, and he exulted in having gained his point. 
The Doctor received me with cool civility; asked me a 
great many questions; spoke of mv pulpit talents, in the 
way I expected he would speak of tnem; and jQnally ex- 
pressed regret that he could not ask my assistance on the 
ensuing day, — Sunday, — as there were so many individ- 
uals who would be offended. My friend was astonish- 
ed. I was hot. My friend observed, there was but one 
in the congregatioa, who was opposed to my preaching 
in their meeting4ie«8e; and, he added, if I did not preach* 
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the people would be greatly disappointed. Tbe Doetor 
would uot hear him, and we parted, without my receiv- 
ing even an inyitation to repeat my eall. My guileless 
host expressed great surprise. ' So good a man as the 
Doctor; why, I imagined, he would have taken yon into 
his arms, and never, if he could help it, have permitted 
you to lodge any where but under his roof.' From this 
moment, I had much to grieve me in Newport, for, al- 
though my friends were numerous, and my enemies but 
few, yet those few were uncommonly industrious. 

On Monday morning, one of the committee, who had 
first engaged me to preach, called upon me at my lodg* 
ings; and informed me, that there came on Saturday night, 
from New York, a reverend divine, who had given me 
a most horrid character; he had said many things, which 
he hoped and believed were not true. Pray, sir, where 
is this good man? 'He is, sir, at the house of Mr. 
Rogers, father of the Rev. Mr. Rogers.' Will you, sir, 
call upon this gentleman with me? 'Certainly, sir, but 
you had better first take breakfast.' By no means, 1 
may miss him, and I want to see him in your presence, 
We hurried off immediately, but alas! he had left town 
at break of day; he had just cast out firebrands, arrown, 
and death, and withdrawn from the investigation , upon 
which he had reason to calculate. The parade was full of 
people; the reports ran like wild fire; fame had blown 
the trumpet or slander, and, at the house of Mr. Rog* 
ers, many were assembled. I regretted, that the rever- 
end calumniator had flown : I wished to be tried in the 
presence of the people. I reouested, however, that they 
would exhibit the charges, lodged against me. They 
did so, and they consisted of the following items: — 1st, I 
had formerly labored for my living: 3dly, I was a mar- 
ried man; Sdly, I had children; 4thly, I had been a staee 
player; and 5thly, I had sung songs. Upon which I ob- 
served: Perhaps my denial of these charges may answer 
little puri>ose; yet, as in the presence of hearen, you will 
allow me to say, that, although I have made some unsnc 
eessful attempts to obtain an honorable competeuc}', yet 
I have, alas ! and it Is with extreme sorrow I make the 
declaration, I have in this world, neither wife nor ehUd; 
I solemnly assure you, I never was an actor upon any 
stage; I ackowledge I have sung songs, I was once pro- 
nounced a good singer; yet I do not recollect, that I ever 
sang any bad son^, indeed I have been so long out of 
the habit of song-smgiug, that I do not remember what 
songs I have sung. I do not, howaTer, admit, that if 
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thcoe chai^get eould be substandatedy they ought to cri> 
minate me. It cannot be a crime to labor; Six day 
$halt thou iabor,^ The apostle Paul labored nvith his 
own hands. Many of you are married men; many of 
you have children; many, in pursuit of business, quit for 
a season both wives and children; and if I had relin- 
quished the stage for the life of a religionist, it should 
be considered as a testimony in my favor. With regard 
to soni^rsinging, while music makes a part even of divine 
worship, a sentimental song could not be supposed detri- 
mental to the interests of morality. I requested to know, 
if there were any other charges; and was answered with 
a murmur of applause, ' konb, sir, nons.' The tide now 
turned in my ntvor, and the people were astonished, that 
they had annexed the smallest consequence to those re- 
ports. 

I had now in Newport a very respectable circle of 
friends, and tbe ocourreace, thus briefly recorded, aug- 
mented their afibctionate attentions. As a testimony 
how litde they regarded it, they made a party to go out 
m a number of cairriages, and paes the day upon the 
island; and most delij^tfull^ did we enjoy ourselves. 
We lefl town in the midst oi the tumult; but those who 
were present at the examination, mingling with their 
fellow citizens, gave them an account or what had pass- 
ed, and it was generally eoasidered, as a ^an to bar 
their pulpit against tne; this irritated them and they 
determined it 8lu>uld not succeed. They dispatched a 
message to me; i could not be found. I returned in the 

evening, and received, by the sexton of Doctor S 's 

meeting, an address, signed by a large number of influen- 
tial characters, eamefiSdy requesting I would upon that 
evening, deliver a lecture. I consented; the bell an- 
nounce my consent; the congregation assemUed, and 
the house was veir full. I selected my subject from 
Isaiah * Who hmih believed our report,* I was divinely 
supported; my heart was veiy full; gratitude glowed in 
my bosom, gratitude to that Bein^, who had upon this, 
as well as upon many former occasions, so conspicuously 
appeared for me. 

Among other valuable acquisitions, which crowned' my 
labors in Newport, was the friendship of Mr., alYerwarcfs 
Genera] Vamum, who gave me, upon the succeeding 
morning, a letter to Mr. N. Brown, of Providence, for 
wkaoh place I departed. Mr Brown received me with 
much civility, and distinguished me by many acts of kind- 
htM The Rev. Mr. Snow's meeting-house was thi own 
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open; the congregatioas ia Providence wereltrge, I ao* 

quired oiany respectable friends, and my visit wa» truly 
pleasing. 1 contemplated extencling my tour .aa far as 
Boston, but the season being far advanced, I postponed 
ii^y purpose, and hastened back to my pleasant home 
Visiting mv friends upon the road, I did not reaeh the 
dwelling of my patron, until the winter was at the door. 
This enduring friend began to fear he should eventually 
lose me; and in truth the pressing calls, made upon me, 
allowed me but little leisure to tarry with him. In the 
course of this winter, I made many visits ; but my little 
stock of money was nearly exhausted. Had I consented 
to the mode of collecting, theu in practice, such was the 
jseal of my hearers, that I naight have amassed large sums: 
but I had no family* I did not want money, I believed I 
should be less noxious as a preacher, if I levied no tax- 
es upon the people; and I was ambitious of being able to 
ask. Whose ox, or whose ass have I taken? Still, as I 
proceeded, the rancor of the clergy pursued me; this 
pained me to the soul, and I have passed many agonizing 
hours, originating from this inveterate source. I, how- 
ever, veiled those scenes of sorrow from the eye of the 
many; in fact, when engaged in conversation, I so un* 
reservedly enjoyed my fnends, that I ceased, for the time 
being, to reflect upon my enemies or. their enmity. I 
never left home, without increasing both the number of 
my friends and my enemies; and they were, individual* 
ly and collectively, very much in earnest, while every 
attempt to oppose the progress of truth became, in the 
hand of God, subservient to the purpose of opening the 
eyes of the people. 

I think it was in the January of 1779, that a most im 
portunate solicitation drew me to Philadelphia; and, hav« 
mg frequently visited that dty, I had many opportunities 
with strangers, collected thwe. Many bore with them to 
their respective homes, such an account of my doctrine 
and my manner, as excited much curiosity. I was repeat- 
edly and earnestly urged to proceed to Marvland; an 
eminent physician, bv repeated letters, reiterated his solici- 
tations. A sense of duty imneriously insisted upon my 
accepting every invitation or the kind, to the extent of 
my power, and 1 consequently determined upon an im- 
mediate commencement of my journey to Maryland; 
accordingly my horse was produced at the door, when it 
occurred to me that I had no money. WeU and what 
then? said I. *You will not think of a journey in Buch 
circumstances?' said cold-hearted Prudence. 1 oertainljr 
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fHlL ' But kow are you to get through a strange country, 
tn which you have no acquaintance?' For shame; is 
thifi a time for these remarks? Do you not know, that 
God Almighty can, at all times, and in every place, open 
the heart; and that, if He be disposed to do any thing with 
me, or by me, be will most assuredly bring me on my 
way? * But Ibad you not better let your friends in this 
city kn«w your circumstances? They will unquestiona- 
bly make provision for you.' But this would be leaning 
upon on arm of flesh ; it would be making provision for 
myself.* * What will you do at the first stage? you 
will not be able to purchase any thing, either for your- 
self, or your horse.' If I meet with no support. 1 will 
return immediately; by this I shall know, if it Ijo the 
will of God I should proceed. ^And will you really 
go on in this way ?' Most assuredly; and I was on the 
point of mounting my horse, when a gentleman crossed 
the street. Are you going out of town, sir?' Yes sir. 
'How far. pray: which way?' To Maryland, . sir, to 
visit a place,, which, as I am told, is eighty miles from 
this <»ty. * Are you goioc alone, sir?' 1 am, sir. ' I 
wish I had known of your determination one hour since, 
I would certainly have accompanied you part of the way.' 
Well sir, you can do that now; if you please, I will wait 
an hour. * Will you? then I will get ready as soon as 
|ws6ible«' The gentleman was punctual; in less than an 
hour he was on horseback; and we commenced our jour- 
ney together. We passed on to Chester, delighted with 
our ride, and dined luxuriantly a^ one of the b^st inns in 
the country. Here I expected my fellow traveller would 
quit me; and prudence again questioned: ' Will you not 
either return, or make known your situation?' I will do 
ndther; I will trust in the Lord, and stay upon the God 
of my salvation. Our horses were ordered out, again we 
proceeded together, tmA our conversation was Interesting, 
animated, delightful. In the tniddle of the afternoon, we 
made a second stage; here, said my companion, I had de- 
termined to leave youj but I find I am not able; I must 
proceed. We went on until evening, when we put up at 
the house of aSfriend of ray fellow traveller, in Newark, 
This town contained an academy, in the hall of which I 
iAerwards preached. We spent the night most agreea- 
bly, and although I expected to pursue me residue of my 
)Oupney alone, my slumbers were unbroken through the 
night, and I arose happy in the thought, thi^t I was eqt^" 
hied to oa«t my oare upon God, 
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Here my friend, after commeadkig me to the protectioa 
of Heaven, bade me adieu. I tarried until breakfast was 
over, when I requested my horse: it was brought to the 
door. I took the bridle in my hand. Prudence again 
was ready with her expostulations : ' Well, and what are 
you to do now? you have been thus far brought on by. 
an obliging friend j you have fifty miles more to ride, 
through a country, not an individual in which you have 
ever seen, an<> you have not a penny in your poekeU 
Again, I say, am I not here, as in f hiladeiphia, under 
the care of that beneficent Being, who holds the universe 
in His hand? I will go on* Just as I raised my foot to 
the stirrup, the master of the house appeared* ' One 
word„ sir, if you please; step in for a moment.' I once 
more entered the hospitable dwelling. ' You will, I hope, 
excuse me, sir; but, ever since I left my bed this morning, 
1 have been strongly excited to do, what however I am 
afraid to mention, and what I had concluded I would not 
venture to do. But when I saw you in the act of mounting 
your horse, I could no longer withstand an irresistible 
impression, which impels me to ask your acceptance of 
tills trifle:' — ^putting into my hands abundantly sufficient 
to bring me to the end of my journey. * You may not 
want this, sir; but you may meet with some individual, 
who does.' Could my spirit, at this moment forbear, 
ecstatic prostration before the throiM of my God, my 
Father? This was manifestly another instance of the 
interposition of my Divine Master. It was He, who has 
the hearts of all in His hand, that had thus disposed the 
heart of this man. I could not forbear felicitating him 
on being ap])ointed to distribute. 1 communicated to 
him my real circumstance, while tears of pleasure gushed 
into his eyes. He would then have made an addition to 
the gratuity; but this I resolutely refused: I had enough 
for my present purpose, and more than enough would 
have been burdensome. 1 went on from this place, with 
inexpressible df;light, my soul warmly dispoaed to mag- 
nify the Lord, and to tj*ust Him at all times not being 
afraid. My faith, by these manifestations thus invigorat- 
ed and renewed, 1 rejoiced in the good pleasure of my 
God; my way was made clear before me, and I nothing 
doubted that my journey would be crowned with success. 
This day was indeed a happy da^, I shall certairily 
never, so long as memory shall contmue its office) recur 
to it without the most pleasurable emotions. 

Upon the evening of this memorable day, I arrived at 
the end of my jouniey, and I was received by the physi 
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:«uia, wh<toe lifter of earnest soTidtfttion had brought x.% 
.thas far, with many demonstrations of joy. I was, how- 
-erer greatly sarprised, to find a person, who I understood 
was maater of a large fortune, plain, if not penurious, 
both in his house,' furniture, and apparel; but, if I was 
disappMBted by the apx>earance of the man and his dwell- 
iiiff. 1 was abudantly more so, by his conversation, from 
whieh I learned, that he had been imposed upon by the 
aeeotnits he had reeeiyed of me; he had been made to be- 
lieve 1 was for matter and manner, a second Whitefield. 
My heart sunk, as 1 reflected what I had to expect from a 
gentleman thtts circumstanced. I beheld before me a 
<e(/^rtgAfeoiM Oalvinist: and I believed, when he discov- 
ered (as i was deVermined he immediately should) the 
amount «f my testimony, he would sincerely repent, that 
he had summoned me to his abode, and that I should, in 
eonsaquence, have much to suffer. The house afforded 
no spare bed, and, of course, I lodged, I cannot say slept, 
with my host. The whole night was devoted to conver- 
•acioD, and I embraced the first pause to inform him, that 
i onee viewed the Deity, and the creature man, precisely 
as they now appeared to him; but that a complete revo- 
hition had been wrought in my mind. Sir, 1 once be- 
lieved the faithfijU Creator had called into existence by 
far the greatest number of human beings, with no other 
intention, than to consign them to endless misery, rescu- 
ing only a few respeetea persons, from a state of sin and 
suffering. You will., my dear sir, probably regret that 
you have invited me hither, when I inform you, that the 
Christ in whom I trust, and the gospel, which I preach, 
is not the Christ of whom you expected tp hear, nor the 
gospel you supposed I should preach. The Christ, in 
whom I formerly conflded, was di partial Saviour; but tho 
Christ, in whom I now trust, is the Saviour of the world. 
The gospel, you have been accustomed to hear, and 
whieh you expected I should preach, is a partial gospel, 
eonveying the glad tiding^ of eternal life in Christ Jesus 
only to an elected few. The gospel, I j>reach, is glad ti- 
dings to every individual of the human race; assuring 
them -that, in Christ, the promised seed, all the nations, 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed. I fear, sir, 
that, not being accviitomed to the ministry of the recon- 
ttiliation, committed to the apostles, to wit, that God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not imput- 
ing unto them their trespasses; that, when all mankind 
like sheep had gone astray, the Lord, the offended God, 
laid upon Jesus the iniquities of us all, that he might put 
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them away by tbe sacrifice of hionelf, that- ihey mi^ 
thus, as a mill-stone^ be cast into the depths €>f the sea, 
and be found no more at all; that Jesus thus perfonmng 
the will of God) the world may ultimately behold him in 
his true character, as the Lamb of God, who taketh away 
the sin of the world; thus becoming the Saviour of aU 
men, — not m, hut from their sins. I fear, loy good «r, 
that when vou hear me thus preaching the gospel, which 
God himself preached to Abraham, aiui which he testified 
by the mouth of ail his holy prophets ever since the world 
began, your disappointment will be grievous. I know, 
sir, you have not i^een accustomed to hear of Universal 
Love; of boundless compassion; and, these sounds may 
make yoti as angry, as they have made maoy of our 
brethren in every age. Here I made a full pause, con* 
tinning for a few moments in painful suspense* 1 waS| 
however soon relieved. ' No, sir, you have nothing to 
fear from me; for although the things, of which yoa 
speak, have never entered into my head or heart, yet, 

five me leave to assure you, it will nev-er give me pain to 
now, that God's ways are not as my ways, nor his 
thoughts as m^ thoughts. My mind is so far from revolt 
ing at the tidings you bear, that nothing would give ma 
more unutterable joy, than to be assured of their truth.^ 
Thus was my mind exonerated from a weight of dread 
apprehension. I asked him, what assurapce he. could 
either wish for, or expect ^ < Nothing more tl&an a << Thus 
saith the Lord." ' i continued, through, the residue of 
the night, preaching the gospel, according to the scrip* 
tures; and it pleased Almiffhty God so to furnish my mind 
with testimonies,, drawn from the sacred volume, that I 
went on, from Genesis to Revelations, until the morning 
dawned upon us. But a brighter morning dawoed upon 
the long-benighted mind of my wandering hearer; he ex-* 
hibited, what he said he experienced, rapture before un* 
known. He was indeed, as one, brought out of darkness 
into marvellous light, and from the power of satan, unto 
God, I never before saw so great a change, wrought in 
so short a time. He gave me a sketch of his life, which 
had been employed in seeking to accumulate riches, and. 
righteousness The former he had gained, but the latter 
he had not; aiid he was constrained to confess, that 'd 
the wealth, he had taken such unwearied pains to obtaiiii 
and to keep, were no better in the sight of man» thaa his 
righteousness was in his own estimation, and in the esti- 
mation of his God, he had been all his life lalioring in vain, 
and spending hi^ strength for nought. By eP9iunorQ6| 
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and the practice of phTStc, the Doctor had acquired a for- 
tune of lortv thousand pounds sterling; yet from the ap- 
pearance of the man, vre should have concluded his re- 
sources extremely limited. His offsprings were only one 
son, and one daughter; his wife was no more; his son a 
prodigal; his daughter a married woman, in eligible cir- 
cumsunces, and of a most amiable character. The Doc- 
tor was far advanced in life, and although he had been 
uniformly employed in g^fftng* and hiding money, yet he 
was so religious a man, as to part with four hundred pounds 
sterling toward building a meeting-house; and he was 
greatly mortified, at not being able to obtain permission 
for me to preach therein, though he went so far, as to as- 
sure those, who had the care of the house, that he would 
put it in complete repair, if he might be indulged with the 
pleasure of hearing who he pleased in the pulpit, when it 
was not otha*wi8e occupied. But the Presbjrtery had 
given orders, that no person should be admitted into any 
of their meetinffs, without a letter of license, first had and 
obtained from that body. * So,* said the Doctor, * let God 
send, by whom He will send, the sent of God can obtain 
no admission ; but those-, whom the Presbytery thhik prop- 
er to send, must be admitted every where f Is not this 
rank priestcraftV But although the doors of evei^ house 
of worship, in that neighborhood, were shut affamst us, 
many private houses were devoted to us, and the Doctor 
was indefatigable in strivincr to spread abroad the saviour 
of the Redeemer's name. His soul was so highly wrought^ 
by the discoveries he had made, that he most ardently 
desired to make all men acquainted with the grace, in 
which they stood. 

The Doctor was a roan of unconmson abilities; his mind 
was highly cultivated; I never knew a finer speaker. 
He was well acquainted with the religion of the world, 
and, possessing a happy faciHty of manifesting his knowl- 
edge, when it pleased God to show him his salvation,-^ 
when he had power ^ven him to believe with his heart 
the word of God, which giveth life unto all men,— >from 
the abnndanee of his believing heart, his mouth became 
full of the praises of his God: and wherever he went, so 
offien.as opportunity offered, he delighteii to marnify the 
name of tne Redeemer: spreading far and wide, to the 
utmost of his abilities, the truth as it is in Jesus, the glad 
hidings of the ffospel Every body, who knew the man, 
was astonished; tor, strange to tell, he became liberal; 
Uberal of that, with which he had heretofore found it so 
4i&«U to part, he could |Mp:t with hk moitey; aad« 
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Mtaong luimeroas instances of hisgoAorDsky, I myaeHinm 
an example. He saw my vestments were ratter wom^ 
they could not last always, and he ordered me a complete 
suit of superfine broadcloth, I looked at the Doctor, at 
his garments, much worse than mine, i am really astonish- 
ed, said 1. ' Not more than 1 am myself, sir. I have for 
a whole year been [perfectly aware; that 1 wanted raiment, 
yet I could not find it in my heart to purchase ^ven those 
articles of which I stood in most need; but, sir I do indeed 
behold my former self with detestation. I continaed with 
the Doctor for several weeks j he aoeottipanied me Irom 
place to place, enjoying abundantly more than tiie world 
could give or take away; and his numerons comezioBS 
were partakitrs of his felicity. For mysielf I had rich op- 
portunities of preachinig the got«pel of the kiogdoai, and 
my pleasures were proportioned to the saHafacSoo, wJuoh 
I was instrumental in communicating. But it became 
necessary I shoald retiirn to Philadelphia, and the Doetor 
was exceedingly afi^cted; yet previous to my final diepart* 
are, I bad engiiged to preach at an Episcopalian ekurch 
at some distance, where it was believed a large con« 
course of people would be assembled. But on oaturday 
evening, the wind being north-west, brought on so lse» 
vere a frost, that the )sn$uiBg day, Sutaday, Febraarr 
14th,1773, was by iar thecoMesl day I had ever experi- 
enced. I waSf however determined to- keepiny appoint* 
ment, and I rode six miles on horseback, aecompanied bjr 
a gentleman, who had conceived for rae the strongest at^ 
fection, and we derived so much )>leasnre, from the di- 
vine subjects, which engaged our attention, that we hard- 
ly adverted either to the severity of the day, or the dis* 
tance; and my fellow travellel*, in the fulness of his heart, 
declared, did it depend, upon him, we would ride on titt 
the close of time, sind then leap into eternity together. 
The cold, however, was suAciently pierciw to com^l 
us to assemble in the school-house, instead of the church, 
where a large chimney, and a Ukao^g hearth, hardly kept 
us tbom freezing; yet was my own heart, and the hearts 
of many of my bearers, warmied by that fire of divine love, 
enkindled by the word and spirit of our GM; which spirit 
graciously vouchsafed to take of the things of Jesus, and 
show them unto us, giving us not only peace, but joy, un- 
speakable joy, in believinjt. f proposed departing for 
Philadelphia, oil ibe. following Monday; but the Doctor, 
and his friends, preHrailed upon me to tarry a day br two 
longer, in which time he labored hard to persuade tee to 
continno with hiib. * Onlgr/ said he, < cotweni to Htfeidt 
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liere, and I will very cheerfully build for you as handsome 
a church, as any in the country, and it shall be your own. 
1 wilt devote ten, of the forty thousand pounds, which I 
possees, to this purpose. 1 thanked him, most cordially, 
fbr his flattering offer; but added, that the tender of his 
whole estate would be no temptation tome to accept a 
permanent residence. My mind was, at that time, sol* 
emnly impressed by a conviction, that I was sent out to 
preach the gospel; and that, as the servant of God, I 
muAt neither loiter by the way, nor seek to evade the spir , 

it of my commission. An imposing sense of duty com- 
pelled me to say, that, so long as i was able, I would sub- 
mit to the will of my Master. Upon the night previous 
to my departure, we had little sleep. • We expatiated with 
pleasing wonder upon the mysterious wavs of Heaven, 
and we poured out our souls in prayor to that God, who, 
having brought us together, had caused us to drink into 
one spirit. The morning came, when, efler commending 
ourselves to God^ and to the word of his grace, I was on 
the point of departing, in the same manner I had lefl 
Philadelphia, yet, without even the vesti^ of apprehen- 
sion. But the Doctor, taking me by the band, essayed to 
articulate; but was necessitated to pause for selfn^osses- 
aion^ when he said: * God forever bless you, and be with 
yoa; and wherever you go, make your way plain before 
you ; and, if we never meet again in this world, (for I am 
an ^ man, you know) I rejoice in the assurance, that 
we shall meet in ^the presence of God, our Saviour, and 
spend an eternity together.' He then put into my hand 
gold sufficient, abundantly sufficient to bear my expenses 
even to the dwelling of my patron. * You may want this • 

upon the road,' said he, * take this as a memento of friend- 
ship.' I am dear sir, amazed at your liberality. * I also 
am amazed— it is the Lords doings, and truly, it is mar^ 
vellous in my eyes. Thus closed my visit to my worthy 
friend, ailer I had promised, that, if it should so please 
God, I would cheerfully visit him again. 

On my return, being earnestly solicited, I preached in 
the ball of the Acadetfjy at Newark; and 1 once more 
reposed under thereof of that hospitable man, who wai^ 
made the instrument of administering to mv necessities, 
on my way. At Wilmington too, 1 delivered my message; 
and elevated by an excursion, which had been so greatly 
blessed, I returned to Philadelphia in perfect health, and ^ 

high spirits. During the residue of the spring, the whole . 

ofthe sueceeding summer, and a part of the autunm, until A 

OeUkber, 1779, my timd was divided between P^miBylvft* 1 

16* 



nia, the SmrtMB, and New-York« My firieiid« i^^e to be 
fouDd among every class of people, from the highest to 
the most humble, and almost every day increased theBunw 
bar, both of my friends and enemies. The clergy cootiu- 
«cd a phalanx of opposition. One £ood man stumbled 
upon a most ingenious device. A Mr. Still, a Baptist 
priest, wrote a most elaborate leUer, in which he charged 
me with many crimes, assuming as facts, those reported 
crimes i which ray soul abhorred. This letter he read in 
every company in which he mixed; sent couies of it to 
New-England, and various other parts of the country; 
giving those, to whom he made his communications, to 
understand, that he had forwarded thisi letter to me, al- 
though / never saw it, and was indebted for an account of 
its contents, to some worthy individuals, who were among 
the number of those, to whom it was read. Thus did this 
man industriouslv essay to prejudice the minds of the 
people, trusting that their hatred of me, and my testimony, 
would if possible, be commensurate with his own; and 
thus, at his righteous tribunal, I was tried and condemned, 
and, as far as he could prevail, executed, without beine 
suffered to plead in my own defence, or even furnished 
with a copy of the allegations against me. Had I not 
reason to supplicate: Grant me, Omy God f patient resig- 
nation, and the divine light of thy countenance. Yet the 
charactei;, priest, and lulversary, did not always prove 
synonymous. A clergyman, upon a memorable evening, 
entered a house of puolic worship, in which I was pro- 
mulgating the tnUh as it is in Jesus, He presented him- 
self with a determination to oppose mo; but quitting the 
church, and entering my lodgmgs, he folded me in his 
arms, exclaiming (v^Ie his eye {^listened with pleasure,) 
* If this be heresy, may 1 so wornduo the God of my fathers, 
during the residue of my days.' Nor was this a solitary 
instance: Mr. Duchee, minister of the established church 
of Philadelphia, Mr. Tretard, of New-Rochelle, Mr. Gano, 
of New-Tork, Mr. Tyler, Episcopalian minister of Nor^ 
-wich, were among the number of those, who, if they were 
not fully with me in sentinient, have uniformly discharged 
toward me the duty of Christian friendfir My opportuoi* 
ties of observing, uncommon characters were multiplied. 
I regret, that the limits, I have prescribed to myself, will 
not permit me to dwell upon the life and virtues of Thomaa 
$ay, of Philadelphia; a man, who, it ma^ be said, re-vis- 
ited, this world, aAer being privileged with mor^ than a 
Ifirdj's-eye view of fmothei}. Anthony Benezet might also 
daim WAoy pages. Christopher Marshall^ the ^elebrat^ 



Mn. Wright, bimI Ikmt uneomitooa ftmfy; pmay ahBdm 
of Jepftrted frieada flit before me^ but I miut baiaen from 
the now beatified ^rotip, and pursue the sometimes, rug- 
ged path» over whieh the journey of life hatl) cooduot^ 
ne. 

UDdn the 10th of Oetober, 1773, 1 embarked on boaad 
die Huinbird, captoia Lawtoa, for Newport, which place 
we reached at early breakfast, and where I was received 
kk a manner eoiuporting with my most sanguine wishes 
Belcher, Warner, Otis, Newton, Wright, Wanton, Wa- 
terhottse, EUety, &6. &c., these all received me with open 
4cms) bHt having reason to believe, much confusAon 
would result from an attempt to open the doors of the 

iieefifng-house, in which Dr. S offioiated, I sent the 

Ooetor an assuranoe, that I would no more enter his puV 
piti The Crovemer graated the state^iouse to the solici- 
tationsof nqr friends, and became himself one of my audi- 
ence. I preached also in the meeting-house of Mr, Kelly, 
and at the prison. The con^pegations were crowded, 
md attentive. Newpkut contains a synagogue, and the 
many Jews, collected there, pressed tO;beiir.^ Mr» Lo- 
pez, an opulent gentleman amoug the Jews, eelehrated aa 
well for hiunMiity, as for raereaatile knowledge, met me 
at the door ^f the state-house, and^ pressing my hand, 
sud : < God Almighty be with you, sir, and bless and pre- 
serve you wherevmr you go, giving you good success aJt- 
ways.' He would have added; but his overflowing heajot 
evidently demed him utterance. The Jews were gen»- 
raMy pleased. They deolnr^Ki, they had never before 
^eard so much ilct favor of Christfanily. Poor hearts, 
they i^ould s^e the things, which belong to their peace, 
if the appointed time of the Father were come; in this 
their daycare they hidden from thisir ^es: but the day of 
the Lord cometh^ when whatever is hidden shall be re- 
vealed. 

i was soUK^itfid fio take up n^ abode at Newport, and 
aamiredy if I would so cU>, a place of public worship 
abnttld be erected for my accommodation. These good 
.people InfiuviBd, that -1 had been necessitated to part with 
my aorse^ fka the purpose of defraying the en^nses, at- 
tendant upon re-printing specimens of apostouo preach 
lag, aeleelieid froni the Writings of Mr. ttel^} and they 
iasiated 'upon purehasing me another. Nor was thia 
•att^ ihey helped me on my way, oontrlbuifbg abundantly, 
ibf private gratuiH^s^ to the relief of mV ue<*.essiues. IMUr. 
Ward, tseoretary to the then provinco* ef Rhode-^lslan^, 
with: niBBgriolhots, weM, vpon this n^ aeeood vieit»«dd#d 



to the number of my friends. A member of Dr; 8 -^ 

ehurch informed me, it was affirmed, I had absolntely 
said, ail men sh&uld be aaved. I assured him, I had 
never said, all men ahotUd be saved; I had said, Jesus 
was and is the Saviour of all men; and that, in the ful^ 
Aess of time, he would gather together aU Mngs inio ohb, 
— brinsrisg in his ancient people, the Jews, and with then 
the fuiiiess of the Gentiles,'-^»u8ine all flesh to come 
and worship before hira,-^and making of Jew and 
Gentile One new man, so making peace: and that aU the 
kingdoms of the world should b^some the kingdoms of 
God and of His Christ. I puUiely invited any individual 
in Newport, who had aught to say against the testimony 
I delivered, to meet me in an open manner, the bible in 
ills hand; and if the arguments he should produce were 
more consistent with the sacred writings, I would upon 
the spot, in the most unreserved manner, adLnowledge 
anfl renounce my errors. 

Quitting Newport, I took passage for Eaat-Greenwieh. 
k fellow passenger told me, he had been informed I !kad 
vaid: Our sins were laid upon the Devil; and that tfaeve 
was nothing for us to do; and he wished to know, if I be- 
lieved either the one or the other? Oertslniy not, I repli- 
ed; it was not the Denity but the Redeemer^ on nbham the. 
Lord laid the iniquities of us all. I assured him; we had 
many things in our various characters to pedTorm,' to 
which it was our bounden duty to attend; and that those, 
-who continued in ofibnces, would be experimentally able 
to say, * Truly, the way of the transgressor Is hard; ' lor, 
assuredly, they would be chastised with many stripes. 
•My appearance at E^t-Greenwich was welcomed by Mr. 
Varnum, and others. Several gentlemen, whom I had 
not before known,- called upon me at Mr. Vaiiium'B: 
among these was Dr. Hawkins, who questioDed me, ana 
appeared satisfied with mv answers; he introduced me to 
his friends, Mr. Green, kc. I preached, in the ooart- 
house, to a crowded audience. The superior- court was 
then in session ; the judges and the lawyers w«re aoMmg 
my hearers^ i was laboring under great indisposition, 
but God was with me. Esquire Casey took me to his 
house, where I was met by judge Potter for the piir|iese 
of conversofipnl He said he had never been pleased with 
pulpit exhibitions, beeause they were so replete with 
-oontradietions, and he wasdeternuned to sift roe 'thoffoiwb* 
ly. We passed the night togedier; he perfomwol wnat 
he had proposed, with candor, and appeared satisfied' with 
'th^ resok At partiiig, he eameed^ wished wm wao c m tt 



»^ l irt j r^ d tha t-rwight b< preaeirt^ !VdMth» powel^ ^ 
tke priest, and the flatterer. Thia gendenlaii continwd 
to eTioee j^efat afteotion for me; he- seemed to underacead 
and feel tbe power of the -gospel; I had nocseeo hit supe- 
rior. At this period, I was desirous of extending my tomr 
as far as Boston : but, netwithstandiBg the repeated mans* 
fescations of divine protection, with which I had teen 
farored, a reluctance to venturing on untried sceoes was 
graduallf perVaiding my spirit^ a«i I Was acain ready to 
ask, Whatam i to do in Boston? Yet I added: 01 my 
nnbdieTing heart, who shall deliver me from this body 
of sib and dearth ? Blessed be Qodwho UfaUI^M. Pas** 
ing aa hour at Mrs. Green's, I was introduced to a lady 
from Bostoil, a Mrs. Hobhard^ she qoesCkmed me u^wft 
the doctrine of roprobsfion, partiealarly that passage^ 
which expressly asserts, < Jacob have I loved, and Emni 
hav^ I l^ated.' My answers were so macii to 'her eatis-^ 
faction, that slie gave me a pressing invitation, ta her 
house in Boston; and as I cbntemplaled Vjontnev thither, 
she prayed me to take a letter to Ml*, iittbbara^ and to 
make his dwettng lUy abdde, dudhg my isoatihiidnoe m 
the metropolis of Massaohusettli. Prom fiwtt-Groenwioh 
i procelsded tQ Pawtuxet, ddiTering toy message in thei^ 
iiouse Of worih^pj and^iMn thenoel verpaired to- FrovW 
debce, where I was received by these^ who had befoite 
bade me welcome, with cdntiaaedkihdness.' Intaiediate* 
Iv on nnr arri^l, a sonmiom to pass the ^vmiing with thd 
•Rev. MTr. Snbw was preSentM 'me; I dela^ not to at- 
tend him, and I Was accompanied by Mr; Bniney., a ye«Uig 
gendi^man ef jreat ptmnise* \Mr. Sb<ow^ ^arlbr maib 
nearly iilled by the members of his ohureh wad eangngm^ 
tion. A long and solemn paoM aaceseded the .vnml^eara^ 
monies of in trodaetSon; Mr« Snow at length brokaailell^ 
by obBerrlng: * Wie are, sir, perfectly awave, that by far 
the greater pArt«f the to^vmara anxious «o bear yon; ^amf^ 
as our honse Is the -most convenient, w^ prasdme afi^iiea**> 
lion will b^ made for tits usei Bat^ smce you .ware last 
here, a few of out membei« have ht^krd- stiWM .rspoitis 
respecting you: (vis.) Tbalt yon baliere Itil mankind 
will be saved; and that the new birth is not «fi us, to tki 
€}ht%^, I have, tfaenifore) thought ptoper So issil tojj^thef 
several of my churl^h, that thfey ih^y have wi idpportumM' 
of speftkihpg to you^ and determining wiietiier. they think 
proper to lopen their dooM. Doyou^ sir, beliete that ail 
mankind will besavedf ' JielMe, Jeaiis OArtildv lAf Ak. 
^imr ttf^lmt/i^rtM, hythegrwe/eitfCM^hi tuMdiwHk 
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whole world; amd thmt CfodwtUj imOkHitf reemwilmgtlU 
world ufilo HimBelfy noi impuUnf unto tAem their tree 
ptueoes^ < WeU, and do you foelieFey that all are aayed? 
riot as unbelievers; they> who believe not, are damned* 
* How then are they interested in Jesus? ' Frecdsely as 
they were in the first Adam. ' Bat all are not interested 
in JesBs, as they were in the first Adam.' How then doth 
it appear, thmt tUj by the offence of one man, judgment 
eame upon aU men to condemnation, »o by the righteouo^ 
nees ^one, the free gift eame upon all mes tojust^ation 
ofUfil ' < And do yaif, sir, believe that, in consequence 
of this, all will be finaliy happy ? ' Do yon, sir, believe 
all who .team of the Father will be. happy?' ^Oyes.' 
And do yon believe all will be taught of Gfod, and come 
to Jesus, and be saved? < No, mdeed,' Do ministers in 
feneral believe this ? ^ No, we know they do not.' Why 
thiBU do they pray for it? Do they not pray, that God 
would hasten the happy time, when he shall bring in his 
ancient people, the Jews, and with them the fukiess of 
the Genliles; that all the kingdoms of the world may be- 
come the idngdoms of God and of His Christ; that th^ 
iliay all be taught. of God from the least unto the greatest? 
For this, and much more,-c]erffymen repeatedly pn^s 
and can we suppose they are defluing^ hypocritically with 
their God? are they such mtosters of impiety, as to solic- 
it, for what, they believe the Almighty had determined, 
before the founiMition of the world, he would never grant? 
A profound pause succeeded; after which, I was asked: 
< Do you, sirj believe the New Birth is in us, or in 
Christ! ' He, who is bom of Chd, einneth not, But if 
we say we have no ein, we deceive oureehees, and the truth 
ie not in U8. He, who i$ bom of Ch>d, i$ a new ereatwe; ali 
old thmge arepaesed away, and all things are become new; 
a good man, out of the good treasury of his heart, bringeth 
not forth good and evil, but good, only ^ood. I conceive^ 
therefore,, that to be bom again, or, as it may be rtodered 
Uk be born anew, or bom from above, alludes to the birth 
of the human family in the person of Christ Jesus, we 
being members of his body. Hence the sacred record 
decidedly ^pronounces: Created anew in Christ Jesus. 
<Well, that is scripture, to be sure.* Are we Christ 
Jesus? ^ No^ certainly..'- Then-, can being created anew^ 
in Christ Jesus, be .understood as being created anew, in 
owrsehes9 A part of the company discovered great bitter- 
ness; others virerejEDore calm. I requested tnem to ob- 
Aenrctbat, if they, reported me as a heretic, they must 
r«n0nb«r theyiszaoteme through Paul'tfakirta» for I haid 
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deHyered no «enliinent8 of mj own lalMrioctMm; I }M 

merely rehearsed in tbeir ears the unadultercied language 
of revelation : I therefore begged I might be honestly r^ 
ported. One gentleman declared, that, whether I deemed 
^t honest, or not, he should report me as a heretio. I then 
insisted, he should declare, wnat heresy wa». He said, I 
was against the gospel. 1 requested, he would say what 
gospel was? He replied, it was whaterer was found ia 
the new testament. I appealed to the company, whether 
this was either fair or^ae? whether there were not many 
particulars in the new testament, which were noC gospel? 
and whether the gospel was not preached to Abraham? 
or whether the gospel was not God^ good sayings, or 
glad tidings to all people?. Whether I had said any thidg 
contrary to this, or proposed any wa^ of salvation, besido 
Christ Jesus? or whether 1 had privily strove to bring in 
such a damnable doctrine, as to deny the Lord who 
bought them? They were all dumb. At length Mr. 
Snow said} < Well, my friends, you know, the reasoA of 
ihy calling you together, and you can now determine to- 
spiecting Mr. Murray's again entering our pulpit. I 
would have you freely deliver your sentiments. One 
said, the people wished to hear, and there was no house 
so convenient as theirs; he oonld see no reason why I 
should npt preach. Another objeeCed« His oonscienco 
would not allow him to consent. A third reraiarked', the 
people would go (o hear me, preach where i woakl; sap-' 
pose I was wrong, I could not contaminate the house 
for his part, he (&d not see that I had said anv things 
which had been proved erroneous; that he most devontfy 
blessed God be had been present, for he had rseeived 
more light, than he had over before enjoyed; and many 
united their acknowledgments with fais. I assured them, 
it was my solemn determination to preach nothing but 
Christ Jesus, and him crucified for every human being. 
Finally, they determined to open their doors for' my re* 
ception : and thus, by parmission of miniMer and people,* 
I again and again addressed a vast nraltitude from thtf 
pulpit of the lie V. Mr. Snow, of ProHdencO) and my> 
nearers appeared serious and attentive. 

During my continuance in Providence^ I became sMs- 
quainted with Doctor Huse of that place, a very nneom^ 
mon man, and, as it appeared to me, of a very luminous 
intellect. Bidding me God speed, he added : * Sir, I re- 
joy;e, that you dare be honest;, how long yon will con«- 
tinueso, I know not« At present you are boldly faeing 
danger, and without fear. Continue, I beseeoh yo«» to 
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4fl^UrQ miitthml Iruth, nlthouf h all men sliotild lie aganist 
you.' On tke 36th of Oetober, 1779, I took a seat m the 
Mt^g9 for Boston. Late upon the evening* of that day, we 
reached«towo. I had a letter from Mrs. Hubbard, and 
«nOfther.for a gentleman, a major Paddock.* but I was un*- 
iwiitiiig tQ disturb strangers at an hour so improper for a 
first introditotien, and the old question reeurred: 'What 
•rel you to do now?' * The passengers, one after another 
were dropped; I remained alone In the coach and the 
coachman civilly questioned: ^ Where will you be set 
down, sir ? ' Can you recommend to me, a decent tavern ? 
While he deliberated, a son of Mrs. Hubbard accosted 
him. 'Is Mtri Murray in the coach?' 'Yes, sir.' He 
approached the door. * My Mother, sir, has written to 
my Ciitber respecting you, and we have been looking out 
for you with great impatience.' All was immediately 
settled; and thus was 1 met, in Boston, by the ^od pro- 
yid^nee of God, while my throbbing heart exclaimed : To 
tihe J^ord beloogetk meeey; and praise^ and thanksgiving 
•re his righteons' due. 

By Mr. Hubbard I was received with great kindness, 
he was an innocent, honest man, and his family were 
truly iHendl^. Upon* die ensuing morning I delivered mr 
letter to Major Paddock, whose reception of me was such 
as a stranger ought to expect, eooUy eMl; he, however, 
introduced me .to Mr. Williams, a respectable, philan- 
th^pic gentleman strongly attached to the writings of Ja- 
cob Uenien. To Mr. Williams I have most gratefully 
to acknowledge a series of important and essential obliga- 
tions. Measures were .soon in train for the purpose of 
fMroOuring a i^lace, in whicii I might be allowed to deliver 
my tostHOieny; hut every efbrt was ineffectual, until the 
fdykiWittg .Satttrday.5 October 80th. In this interval, I re- 
ceive^ from M]\ Thomas Handasyde Peck, a polite invi- 
tation to dine. Mr. Peck was a very respectable man, 
and hia lady a nest valuable woman;* they were unwea- 
mdin contributing,- to the utmost of their abilities, to the 
relief of' the sons and danghters of sorrow. Rankinr 
mong the adoMrers of Mr. Whitefield, th^ possessed 

-tftfonyof tbe>dsteeadaait« o^this ezemplftiy couple txe amom * ^ 
aMit<«pmleiKt durellen in thiatoiini. It is reported, that tfa^/ 4r4 
m«ir,bing ibnmi4 \d the .lumiaoua p«th of their exceUent- a* ^eatort | 
that tlie^jr uniformly extend to the children of adveraity a r.^^mifieent 
and extricating hand ; and. althouffh their voices did not gladden the 
sick chamber of the preacher^ yet he rejoiced in their pronperitj, and 
ia that lam portion of teoeTolence, ascribed to them l](f the echoing 
teagiifi'OfUa. i • ' •• Bm. 



ar BttTv jomau laniBAr* lit 

«*iataMjfi tlioiclMnieteristk4ir]ii* «iii«milB,.^-UNgr^m<« 
•iHindaatijr leM hieoted than ether R«UgidiH0t8» In th« 
•gtfeeaUe family of Mr« Pe^k, I passed a most delightfUl 
4i^^ I related to -them tbe maimer el^ mv coming to the 
iMfoae of Hiy patroav and i skelobed fiMr'tnemthe dealings 
of God wkkme, sinte ke had caUsdime forth* > They 'li»- 
taned with sitent aetohishmeiit} aiiid when i had fioished, 
they praised God in mf befaid& . They were evidently 
pained, that i could not obcainapkiee in which te pveaeht 
and they added^ if po otlier ceokl be procured, they would 
open their own doors for this pur|N>se. There weire itt 
SeefeoB, at this period, a few individuals, who were im<' 
measurably attaelied to the writings of Jlacoh Bhemen* 
Those peiBons looked down, with pity on all those- they 
had left behind, who^ were such infidels, as not to aserifaie- 
honor and glory to' the inspired- pages of this writer. I 
oould not. forbear expenenolng great saitigfaotion fh^m the 
oonsideralion,. that' Jesus: Ofairist was made uni0 me i»i#- 
dom. The adhesente of Bhemen enjoyed their philoeopb- 
ieal divinity very highly, deKghcing to wra^ thettiselves' 
about in a mysterious gamMut of unintelli||ib)e jargon. 
But thus it must ever be. Error will prevail, until the 
appointed; time of the Father ehall u^ber the benighted 
mind into the clear shining of the full meridian of Divine 
Bev^lation^. 

At the house .of Major Paddoefc I met a member of Mr.- 
Sdilman's churehj who seemed to ceneeive there woUld- 
be littledlfficul^inoverthrowinfi^ myplan; tbwhom I ob- 
served, that if any individual woula unite with me in 
searching the scriptures, I would, supposing thet'e were' 
nbt found in the booh of God mbre* positive assertions of 
final, and universal . Redempdon, than of final Reproba^ 
tien, pledffe myeeif inunediately to surrender n^ present' 
soul-satisfying views. < -Na one,' he repHed, < could tak« 
pleasure in the destruction of mankind/ Why, do not 
you,' mri ^ No, sir.' Why, sir? ^ I wonder you should* 
ask siich a question.' Why, sir, why should you not take 
pleasure in that, in which Grod takes pleasure? ^ God 
does* not take pleasure in destruction, sir?' What,' sir, and 
makeindividualson purpose to destroy them? and Almigh- 



ty too-^ruIin||f in heaven above, and in earth beneath, as 
seemeth in his sight good? Do you dare say, if you had 
power, no fellow orpature should be lost; and dare you* 
suppose, that He, who halifa all power, both in heaven and 
in earth,, hath not so much love as ^u^ a finite being? 
Will He say to you. Love your enemies, do good to those, 
who hate ybu, and ■ pray ror those^ who despilefuliy i»io* 
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3Fa»j> .Mgri wai.Hftifet da ISkewise? shfttt'tto^diMMelw 
•faovtf Lis A&uteryand the servant abovei hi» Lord? !!• 
tosvrered witba sigb: < I cannot argue wilili y^ou, nr, that 
last observation has weight.' Ah, sir 1 1 oontEBued, would 
that, every individual were- moire iatiiiMitely asquaiiitei 
with that most elevating" sulDJect, the love of God to man^ 
the nevier^Mgiinniag, liever-^endiBg love of €tod to inon. 
This> sir, is a apecie&of iGnowledfe^ which- ddth not puff 
up;. but k lifts. up^ as on eagles' wings^ ever .mothitingy 
never tiring, but atiU discovering new wotiders, thM»Ugb 
the wasteless ages of eternity. But man, poor, fatten nian> 
who in his present state k enmity affainst God, is ever 
tieasorinff the love >and compassion of I>eity^ by his own 
seaaty rule. Nay, by a rale, wMeh be ivould blush to 
acknowledge. I haive Trequemly. said^ that thiaav is not a 
person of character ^ipos this oontineat, who would bear 
to be delineated, whatever character' he sustainsy as' he> 
thinks and speaka of the Meet High. • What, father wouM 
choose to, be supposed deficient in providing, to the extent 
^ hia< power, every requisite aid for the lieings he has 
been instrumental in introdiidng into existencei?. It ii 
ooufessed by all, that God is Almighty; that he i»a sovfr* 
ceiga; that he con do, and will doyM he pleases; and that 
QiO p<mer.QaB resist his, wUl. >It is also said, That he will- 
eth not the death, the eternal death, of the sinner; that he 
wiUetb,thiit naan should he saved; that he hath appointed, 
4ud therefore sends out « his servants to wacn majdikiad, to 
call them; to eternal blessedness, to persuade them to oome» 
that all thijEigs are now ready. All this looks like love hi 
God* But we ajre informed, the people, called, have no 
knowledge 4>f God} that they are ennii^ against God, and 
tha^, siistfroia a iKsrsuaaion that Qod was, in. Gfarist, i'eto* 
oneiliBg them to himself, but because they do not know 
this^ Mdthep£/9redo not. believe it; that no man can 
come junto the Father, but br Jesus; that no man can 
oome unto Jeslis, except the Father draw him; and> that 
all, who learn of the Father, come Unto Jesus;; and all, 
who come unto him, he will in no wise cast out. Are 
multitudes cast out forever? Then it is beeaxi8e> they 
were not taught of God; for ^'they had learned of the 
FathlBr,>th^ would have oome unto Jesus, and he< would 
in no. wise, have cast them out. But did God attempt to 
teach them,and| finding it beyond his power, did. he finally 
ffive them up? But is not Grod, almighty? Yes, but he 
did aot choose to stretch forth his Omnipotent ant. Why ? 
Because ^ he had, they must be saved, tatd he would leavei 
them, to lb0freiadom/of their own wUI. Did He not kno^ 
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thac»c«9«iqtt09ce vould^ lie tiwiv atarnul 4>miwtfi<»i? O 

yea; but tUA is perfectly right; fori when.he called) tbef 
would not near. Did he intend theyMiould hear! We 
have nothin|(.to do with that. Merciful Gad! lift up thie 
light of thy irradiating countenance upon the benighted 
family of man. 

Upon the evening of October 30th, 1773, 1 preached for 
the.tirst tiine in Boston, in. the hall of the factory. My 
hearers were attenilve, and af^r I had dooed, aevcrid iiH 
dividuals addressed me, and with apparent kindness- iBTt* 
ted me to visit them at their, houses. On the suocee^f 
evening, (Sunday,^ I again preached in the hall; the eoik* 
gregatioa was too large for the place, M^ subject was 
2echariah ix. 9, The people were more aoedionate than 
the preceding evening;, mapy solicited me to tanj, and 
assured me, that a better place should be provided m my 
accommodatipn.. . Oa Monday evesning, November. i«t, I 
preached to a selcyct number at Mr. Peck?s; who aeetned 
to have the power of God aipoQff . them« In. oonacqiMnco 
of a pre^ssin^ solicitatj/on from tnis gentleman, I took up 
my lodging m his hospitable mansion; thus, goodness and 
mercy continually followed me. From my beloved friend 
Binney, I received repeated and affectionate letters, and I 
trusted thia young gentleman would become an aUeadvo* 
cate for the Kedeenjer. . > 

A Mr. little, of J^^ewburyport^yupitedhia earnest solicit 
tations with anumbjer of jentleynep, who imj^ortunatelv 
urged nae tp visit that plfice. I dai^ not-.rau8^; and, 
partinff with my affectionate friends in Boatoii,laceomp»* 
nied Mr Little and others, in the stiige for Newburyport« 
Pn our arrival, inquiries were noade at the coach-eida, if 
I. was there; and on being, answered in the affianative, a 
crowd collected. Mr. Parsons, the Presbyterian miniatev, 
a venerable looking gentleman, immediately visited me, 
and asked me many question^. . Where I came frpio. 
what clergymen I was acquainted with? and #hatcrecle»f 
tials I could produce ? During his inquiriejs he diaoovaredi 
as ip a]>peared to me, some uneasineiift at the ideaitf mp 
preaching in his pulpit: I therefore hastened to infiurm 
Vnif that I was no priest, nor approved of bv, gentlemeii 
of that order; that i professed myself somewhat acquaint* 
ed with the salvation wrought oat by . Jesus Christ, and 
that wherever bis providence called me, I waa willina to 
speak well of the name of the Bedeemer; but, I added^ 
that I had great reluctancje in apeakinp; in any place in 
opposition to the wishes of the officiating miai8ter4 .Mti . 
iParsone replied: The house waa |iot his, it tras the piop* 



^wi nn iiMObitable right to iiiTite wlio tl^y pteasedu 
6|^akSttg'Of my eall to preadh, whether ordmaty, or ex* 
tvaordioary, i «lbserved I had both when he petolentl^ 
Meed: *Pray^ oan you speak with tongnes?' ft is pos8i« 
ble I may, sir^ with tongues that you may net understand! 
H#wever,your question is as much agiunst you as against 
nM» J^us says, among the many signs, that shall n>llo# 
these w4io Mieve, they shall heat the sick by laying 
hooids-upon thdm, and if they take up any deadly thing, 
it shall not hurt them. From these evidences, sir, per* 
hapsitiwottklbe as haitl for you to prove yourself even a 
believer, as for me to prove myself a preacher, sent of €tbd« 
While we were yet conversing, the bell was rung and a 
large congregaticMi assembled, arooBg which Mr. Farsons 
faamself «tteBded| and I selected for my subject, Isaiah hr. 
10^ 11. Agreeifbly to his earnest request, Mr. Little was 
tey host; 4uid upon the ensuing morning, (Saturday,) m 
eooseqneoee of a very p<riite invitation, I breakf)tttel with' 
1|^. Pafs4ns^ •md I was received by him, and his, veir cor* 
telly; ihis couiiteiiance brightened npion m«, and he re- 
Mestedme-to'preaeh 'again in his ehureh On that day; 
rfor was 4luk aU ; be walced with me lo'the pulpit, and sat 
with m^ ithefej while- 1 preached prepal'aioty to the Com 
munioQ, upon John xv. 13. On the ensuing dtny, (Sun 
ffey)^ by >tDe revest of Mr; Manb, who was indisposed, 
I>pn»dM«t' both motning and livening,. nt his church. 
SeT«r^ ^fiiends viMted toe at Mr. Little's, and we closed 
the day mth pra^ev* I wals rather surprised to learn, 
that.l.lodged; at-Mn Little^s, upon the very samel)ed, in 
Whidfa Mr. Wfait^fieldlmd I'eposed; and that I had preach- 
ed. mdMr^iilpitj' beibre which he was entombed. I eon« 
, paJseTmg my time most pleasantly, 
preached, morning and eveninr, in 




I gave fVequent lectures there, 
liintheim^eting^house^ of Mr. Parsons, Who always sat 
ih tberfmlii^tewith tne, and ft*equehtly entertdined me most 
llospiSaU^iathis house. His lady aMeared to merit a 
lank^nniifeig the mdst accomplished or wonieh;^ she was 
highly Booial^'Sentimentiil, atnd pleasi^nt. The cirde of 
riVf friends in Newburypoirtwas very respectable. Upon 
a lactate le^eAiog, after f had closed, an old, ^y-^beaded 
man,- a= member of Mr. Person's church, quittn^ his seat, 
iriddnsss^ tlhe congregatmn, and iti a loud voice said: ^My 
Meanis, itbis is m servant of die living God, Who is Come 
frhlUi a far «iMintty> to proclaim the gla4 tidings of seilva* 
tiyuk; W« hAVe too kng been in darknets: yea, our 
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I have ek«rod la the rwift of our 1 
mao 1« 9ent to animote and renew our foich.' Many bleso* 
ed God, tbey had aeen and heard roe; and all tl^ I hnpn* 
ted to a waat of knowledge* relative to tbe extent e# the 

5 lad tidin^A I proiaulgated^ The Graee> Union, and 
iembership, upon which I expatiated, were admitled bj* 
every Calvioiat, but admitted only for the eleet; and whes 
I repeated thosegloAous texts of (wsrlptare, which indispiH' 
tatbly proclaim the redenaption of the loUt world,*-^ui I did 
itot expressly say, My brethren, I receive these texts in 
t^e unumited seuse in wluch they ace given,— 4hey were 
not apprized, that I did not cead them with the same emw 
traeted views^ to which they had been acoustonied. Wheit 
they beoame assured of the laagnitade and i»bounded re- 
sult, which I aseribed to the birth, Kie, and death of the 
Redeemer, their doors were fast closed agamat lae. For 
myself, I was m unison with Mr. Relly, who supposed the 
rradutU dawn of light would ^mtentnalfy prove more bene* 
ficial to mankind, than the sadden burst (^ tneridiaa da^. 
Thus 1 was contented with proclaiming the truth as it w 
in, Jesusi in scripture language oafy, — leaving to my heaiw 
ers deductions,. commeats, and applications. 

While I contiaued at Newburypert, auoMrous selicita* 
tions poured upon me^ from rariouB quarters; but, inr 
haste to return to Philadelphia, I could only comply with 
the urgent importunities of several gentteraen from Ports^ 
mouth) to whieh>i^aee I joumied oa the- IQtii of November, 
1773. 1 was received at Povtsmouth with most flattering 
mariEs of iaadness* The pulpit of ^e separate miaisssr, 
Mr. Drown, then reeently deceased, was thrown open to 
me; the congregatftoaa were large; my adherents wera 
truly respectable,, and I was earnestly urged to take up 
my residenice among them. The meeting-heiise of Mr. 
Drown being too. small) I was invited into the pulpit of 

Dr. L , in which I preached, two elergymisn occn 

pying seats therein. In Portsmouth I received many 
marks of friendship; my necessitieB were sought ovt, and 
removed; and the :name of ClarksoU, Morrison, Hart, and 
Drown, son of the deceased minister j were, on that first 
visit, among my most partial friends. I returaed-to New- 
buryport, aocompaniea by Mr. Morrison and Mr Drown; 
and affain delivered my testim<nty in the pnlpits of the 
Rev« Mr. Parsons and Mr. Mamh. Mr. Paisoos requesS- 
ed I would write to him from Philadelphia; and on Wed* 
nesday, November 17th, I returned to Boston, where I 
learned, that a spirit of inquiry was in of^eratioit among 
mjr Irieods; that thecr bibles wture tn thsir handAf 4md that 
17* 



fUf Wore dMi^wtitly 'eiiit)t<f}r6d In ^atxsidiig thv 961 ipiiuMi 
to^tifl whHher iliese things were indc^ so. UpoB tirtr 
evening of the 18th, 1 preached in the mansion ef my ven^ 
erable^ me^d, Mr. Pedc; tord I was diistmguished by him 
ami bis lady, with even parental kIndnesB: 'Mrs. Reckon** 
treatingme to in^rhi tovy motben, that I httd #0«il9d, in the 
aewfvtorld, a second maternal fnend. It wits opon thitf 
ooeiisiony that I audibly esclaimed : O Oed f tfaoa hast still 
eontinuedmy God, and my guide; let me net forget fo 
tender praises unto Thee. 

At the period of whi(*h'i am speakinr, there in Boston 
were a number i^f Deists, who attended my labora. lliell* 
lender gave me frequent invitations to vIsH him; he sum- 
*,iOned his friends, with whom he united in expressing his 
aMiorrenee of the character of the Apostle Paul. Tt>thi« 
gentlenfan I &WBh upon the fespeotaMe prooft, i>y which 
the authenticicy of scripture was supported, and J tooir 
leave to 'observe, that he must have received the character 
of Paul from his enemies; that- Paul w^s indulHtaUy a 
learned man, brought up at the> f^ftet of Oilmalit^; that -he 
was ddebratedas an^ oratory and that his morals wereun 
impeached. It was true,' he was said to have advocated •' 
most comfortibss doctrinie,«^to^ha\e affirmed, that » i^w 
wererellK^ed4oeverl«stinglifb; whtte,bytiie'9aiiie irreversi- 
Ue ded^eey countless imifiions were consifhed to remedi^ 
Ie09<ahd nevernending n^sei^. But; I added, sirs, believo 
it not; for; verily, the doctrme, ' that 6od watl in Chri«t 
reeonciltng the world unto himself; was uniformly pro 
claimed by our- great Aposde. The doctrine of ^eileetion is, 
questionless, to be fou^d in the pages Of thisevungMii^tA 
wrifisr;' butT€)9ro&«l»o9ii3>not a neeessdry consequence x^f 
eleetion, ndt does 'it JE^ppear in the Wi^tiftgsof the Apoetfe 
tofhe* Goitiles. A governor is t^k^$d by a common- 
wealth^! a' coimcfl, sisnttttms, representatives are elected; 
but'ar6the'peo]^'tA(0r«/br4; eonsigned to perditionf Thus 
I went on, and- niyHttle audience with lil^d -hands ex 
daimcsdz "^Tliis plan is worthy of a God: and we ftliel- 
tate you; ^ar-sir, as the Ambiissador of Deity.' The hall 
of the Factory, and the dwelling of my fH^d bdng too 
smaH i«r>tbrincrea8iiig'congreMtioii, Mf . Peek proposed 
I should publish a lecture in the meetmg*4ious<) or Mr. 
Q " ' " " 5 of which bo wasthe principal support. ! «t first 
^heettped thts'pi^ope6al;.«bnrhi& repeated, and earnest so^ 

Hcit^onsv indnced taveto {ireaohi in Mr.i C-^ '"*» pulpit. 

IniM ball of-the Padtory'tflso,^Ittffaln 'delivered my me** 
BafW'aBdMOffFridwr, Novemher&th, I preached at Fa* 
Hetlit iiailt mff ii«b$eot, JohnTlii,M: If the Sm^tikevdi' 
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poneipftl seotleiiBi^ii of tbe Mutii.weife MBvng my ftwdieBM^ 
wiio beard me ciritb n^eat rarMnunen. A Aeristtiirv, m»» 
ny- teok me hy the- bandy aied) urging me te rucmv t» tbem 
tpeedHf ) )trayed. 4n tbe warmest maimer^ for ray «aeca«) 
ae a gospel jpremvlgeten This 'waaitbe teat aiwfat of ^my 
abode in -Boaton, oa my Uni wMu ' I paaaed it At Mh 
Fecfc'a,aoOompuiied by.aome fiiendB) and we ilereMd it 
to ecviptural mvestigatiaDK- My centittiance in -BoeloB 
was 'Stvongly .urged; but I was-tiader tbe neoetsity of d^ 
parting, and devotional prayen for my aafe^, aueeesay 
and apeedy return^ were <eiienitedr-Hiirod . aek mv Gas* 
DvirviALs. I left Boston on Saturday, Komember ^| 
Feacbiag Pronddnee li^nthe e^eafing of that day, wberoy 
aq^ain and again, I delivered my testimony in tbe pulpit of 
the Hev« Mr.; Snow. Departing thence, on llieliMsday 
Ibllawiqg^ acooaopanied by my^ dear young friend, Mr 
Binney, for Elaat-^rreeffwieh, ImetBotneFerydeaririand% 
and, aa aron ahmrpeneih iron, so -was ray • oomtenanee 
brijsbtened, and my smrit soothed «nd ebeoMl. 

From this pdriod, . Jiovember Mtb, untii tbe dose alt 
Jamtary^ 1774, when 1 Teaohed my iodgingw^laee, at the 
houao'of my patron, I moved 'riowly«on, i^rsaehingifhid ti*- 
dings in variouo places, frioDdranaeaMmieavstiUmultiply* 
ing. At New-liondon my .«pportunitiea 4if •pietiehiafg 
were repeated- and the number of imr tveasures! prober 
tiondbfy«QgflMiited; HerteUy Whey, IVtieiiMNij these taena 
of tbe true (^rbumeiBioa^ who womhippedCrod inttliespiiw 
it, rejmeiBgin.GiBrist Jesas, andbaving no/odnfidaqoe in 
the flesh; and my. orisons wese daify 4)iSund up te the 
Godef all eonsoMtion, that tbe niimbte ofeneb gemiine 
believers ndgbt be .inereased* 1 delight to.dweU tnpon tbe 
days ■ I baine- passed in = New^Londen. Desbqaiy Wheat, 
Saltonstall, Paokwood,ljaw,{HiintingCon> Ciiasnplin^iHub*^ 
bard) fee. &o.,< very plesoant bave<3Fe been unto me* iMa^r 
tbe blessing of God aescendupoByourebildren'aobildfett, 
to the latest generation. t 

One capital difficulty, whicb.has eneompassed me-in* 
my progress tbrough tbis younger world, b» been, the «x^ 
trenM vebMtsCnce 'ot inquirers to receive -theiP answera -in 
sariptore • kaguaigisi .Standing alone, I baire « aeoffbt to 
wvap myself, eti ratberlo intreneh* nq^self in ttho' sacred 
, testimony of n^ iQ^ and ibr this I have been nooyaad^f 
prsvaricationi 'equivocBtion, and whit not?, merely, barf 
oause* I bave 'not generally I eboeentO'gafb nay santimebta 
k my own 'Words. Forezamplec The int erro g a iar eomw 
OMneeEr with aigrast nimy aoni^wieiitaf andiilievMMMr: 



«Di>7iMiMwT««UiiieBwyi«ndlrbM»T«d^*^ JMmv^, 
UiBgood «md aetqriabU in tk^^ngM of Godamr iSomovr, 
i«A* wiU kme M men to be oawed, mmd to coma wUo ike 
knowUtkfe of ike imih. * But d» uonyowree^ belMve^ 
tlMtaU mankind wiUfioaUy be ssredlf' OodhtUhmOnded 
mil in vnbeUef thai he t»gy haoe merei§ iy a w e iU BacwiU 
aU be finaUy aavedf ' Ood kmih tpoJun ofike^reHiiuiiem 
tfM4,dilg»i hy ike fnouikcfmUkuhoiifpeopkeiefemotike 
world began, * Bot still you do not answer my qnealien.' 
Why, sir, for any thing I know,'tbe anlhora, 1 have cited, 
mean, by their wordsj poreciaely the same aa I do. I adopt 
their language, because I conceive it exp re ss e s my oiwn 
ideas better thaa any set of phrases i cookl ]press into my 
service.. This mode, however, has rarelv given satisfae- 
tion. Persons dare not, in an unqualifiM mannjBr, deny 
the vslidi^ of seciptnfe testimcmy; they can only assert,' 
it does not mean me it meake^ and they e artatl y repeat the 
question e ^ Do you betieve,' &c ^. While my respoD- 
ses are drawn from the sacred streams, flowing in the book 
of God, from Oenesis to Revelations^ still tMy importu- 
nately, sometimes clamorously demdnd: 'But do yotttidLe 
these scriptures, as they are spoken? To which I can 
only ireply: I have no reason to beMeve that, by •mmutg 
one tkm gj mnd memmng oiwlAer, * men, so upfinnt,. faav« 
temed a plan to deeeive me. An atteno^t has men been 
madetQ prove the texts in question did not^ eonld not, 
mean as they«pake.. To which I hav^s answered: MuW 
titufies ase on ydur side; many have laborediso prove God 
a liar^ bat I have never yet heard any argnmcnti sofficienfr- 
ly jpotei^ to coBvinee ibe that He is so. 

6n^the ninth 4if A|Mril« in thisyear, I received from the 
cfanreh and congregation in Portsmouth, New^HampahHr^ 
worshipping in the separate meeCing^htese, a solemn, and 
affectionate call; toctake upon ma this pastoral ohafge of 
that people; but I was not then convinced L ought to ae- 
cept kn esoifalishinent in any place. I passed the spring, 
and the early^ part of the summer of 1774, in Penu^ylva* 
nia^ the Jersies, and New-York with persons, who had 
df auk into the same spirit- with mynelf; with my remered 
friend, and father, with the Mounti and Paagbums of 
tbeaa haippy da^s. Blessed be God, I have iMmd enjoy 
ed richly .the consolations of friendahifi. ha Philadelphia 
Iwtts present. at the heartHrendinc trial of eodas malefiuv 
ters, whioh resulted In. their reoemsg aentenee of death: 
and I conld net feriMMur exclaiming: Ok, Apax, what 
HAAB Tsav non? My boaom awelii^ to mptinre, upo&tlia 
" ''' ihati h(Bd freqjiisiit apiwriniitiea'of viaitia^ 



r drimnMlis aiid "oi preaobhig 't»' tiuHii'iMftob, itlircMir- 
the fountaiD opened in the «de .of the eecoad Adaniw Tm 
poor ereatyres leeined much alfeoted. The firoelaaistioii 
o£the tender mercies of the Redeemer was more effectual^' 
Iban ail the terrors ef< Mounfe Shiai. Departing- from 
New York, about the 9Mk of July, I paaaed^ byafaost 
stafes, thvouigh Connectidut and Kbode-Island^ vidtuiiff' 
ny liicnda in Vianoitt direetione, and deriviRg mmm^rwas^ 
Ue satitfiiction from beholding their order, t£etr*aBeaU and 
the magnitnde of their faith. On the Itt of Augoet, the 
goremorof Rhede-kiaBd sent me a pasoage of flcrijpituye<'. 
solietting me to. take it for my aubiect: it may be 'leandi 
Markzir., 10.. Thegetremor attended, and alter I had- 
eloeed, took ii^ band withmneh cordialior^ and e^vesBed; 
himself well satisfied^^ hnd tntdy |^tef«L t 

September Idth^ 1774, 1 ^a^m veached Boston. .. M.y> 
fiaends had long beesi expocimg me, and I sraa irteeivied. 
aad wiihdemakisirations^f lieart^eltjojr. Throiigh4h0' 
areatest|i«rt'ef thiaautamn^ I oontimied preaehkig in.tho' 
faaU^of ithe factoiy^in the m«MHMi)ef mjiMlieiiable friend^i 
and at iFaneliiMlaU Oaee I attempted io preaeh in Mav" 
seniVHatt^ Mt !thts thratH^, atad ocmsemMMit toonftisieni 
nana ISO. great, that! waaneoesaitated. to desist, eaen after 
Ihtid weeded my textjs ahd' finally, the .eoniprefpatioti siili* 
aagmentiaig, I yi^lded to 'the presMg -setteitatwns of tb^, 
psopmetoie of Mr; €r-^-^-^!s sneeling-hettie» and repefttedljr 
debveredmy.tosdmtey then. On tlie dlst^tfCrabsberi a. 
MttiBmaii, by ihejMUBse of Sargent^ ealied «p«n me firem 
CUeiMMBltet urging tme lb kioceinpany.hlm.lto iui-plaoe of 
resideooe-. M^ engaMuentliiWoald notatttfw.iolr imroe* 
diate atteiidanee, faat ligare tf^riwd for an eariy oaoqilt*' 
snoa with bis wishes. sfav^UBbar'^d^ Wod si csday e¥e»<», 
kgi I naoiedtasi thoifciifcieetofiny pubHe leeture» Luke 13th» 
finmatbeiMtb to/the 9Ml AAu i hsd «l0sedi aiel)9m<» 
man^ of « .respiSotiMe.«f»pMvaactes yfkom I had fkfrnw ^^^ 
fiMreiston, AsofeHded the «taii«.of themilpitf aii4 addrfwed 
liM.paopli^ lathe fi>yflmag>effeet: VUy friSB^ti yeu-have 
kenrd»gveat>dflalaaid, (for wta| piuiiMiBQ I ktt^w iM>t»)r 
wfaioh>is oaloulatedte ieadysniaatvay &Q0ithe!tniai»ean<^ 
iDg of.theiest. . The pasMge relem to>th0.|[enf9mA judg^i 
meat4aDdie'nothiog>els«; tmd.all) tbati haa bef^.iiaMU 
ean fMiy pH^upate wr^g ideas of<lhe^B«ijptiurBss Ibr Jiow. 
eati .kfae, that the Jiows ahowjdbe.inteitded Vy thsecb who. 
were shut»oiiti?i Wheadld thd iJews ,aee Abraham* m^ 
Iitasc^/and Jacob ia'irhiek««gdom4ifCU^ •orJiow/lstitp^Si^ 
sifakk^lftiiit, if iKhe)^ sbnuid 4faiia ;b«^ld ihsm» dicy jsenld. 
OMor bftihAppyi IttisrJtoi pontWeyiihsl^sq^ ar^iJiagit « 



» ofinnbHkf, should ever be iiapipgr io all c t e rn ly; mmk 
tjMnefore, my bretlureii, 1 would exhort you to take euro 
yoH are not led astray by the wonb of man's madom, wad 
the cnnnini^ craftiiiese of mmi, whereby they lAy in wait 
to deceive. O ! • it is very daogeroas to give heed to siiek 
thinlfs.' Thus the gentleman ppeeeede<^ earnestly warn- 
ing the people, and then paused* Again' I arosoi saying: 
Now thn< is well ; I like this. How infinitely preferable to 
secret oalumny; no buslnfigbcing here. And, so mueh 
am*I gntified with this ingenuous mamser of dealing with 
me, that it Is- with extreme reluctaaee I find it necessary 
to dissent from hkn in opinion. Yet I most beg leave to 
obsertec in Uie ticst place, the gemleman must assuredly 
be wreag^ in- supposing the passage in questioa refem to 
the eeneral and^/Mii judgment* Do' but attend to the 
csoncTuding verse { There wreimtf which shall be^al, and 
jirsti which shall be latU . Sar^, the text would aoc oe 
thiU <4foiided;'tf .the loMt judgment were designed. The 
parable of the ten' viivins Illustrates tias passa^ge. Then 
turning to the 11th of Roinana, 1 pointed out some^ pain 
ticiilarB, which ard generally passed unnotfiefsdt and when 
I Teadi 'for Oodimikinciuded tkiM mU in UNBELIEF, 
tk&i h0 might Mme tnerey iipen uU^* my r opponent, rising, 
looked «^r ray shoulder evidently to aseerthia, if I h^ 
glireii'tbegenuiiNereadkig oftheteitj upon which a law 
yer, )n<th0 iusembly,' exdaimed: <I advise you» sir, to 
rstireV and 'read -youff bible.' . i begged we might nc»t be in« 
terropted; and 1 alforaed, thatmy antagealst was entitled 
t6 mf coraial thimki, and that I devoutly washed his ex* 
ample miffhtba^ generally influentiaL I then prooeeded 
to ahtfw, ^at it^ was possible an indivadaal might pass 
onrofthttievii^oflLntof Oodan yetbetavght of&odin 
that gr)9ftt day j wlv^n the books should be opened. I rend 
thelastpart of the fl9d Psafan, makhig a ferw retnarks ther»- 
on^ and^ afteti exhorting- the audieane tofottfwthoexaniM 
pleof the Beveabs,' paused for a reply. The gentlemani 
alSrthed',' I hali given an^erroneowy'view of the parable^ 
the ten tin^ds; that it potoled out4he visible ehnrefa^ and 
that the fbollsh virgins whre the hypoeritess andhe-admon^ 
ished.tfae people tobe^ralrefoMdse teachers, icd. &e. Tei 
which i replied'^ 1^ presuiniflg the gentleman did not roe- 
olleot,'thal:tbe T^o&fAi^^tmeeemedtobe sfiMl^ a ffrt^ 
tke kingdom of h e mn^ ^inmi the wise virgins, otherwise, he 
would -not ao liberally Goiisigned them to the davil^ He 
w(Mid- bav« us bellave,' the knigdoni of heaven is the viaihid 
^hursht'sitch'areitbeseRdmeMs of His Holiiiassat Rom^ 
iRif 'iMmng 'ftl^ofed e«ke '^^pey I tmsied tra:«houkl «oc 



^giOn !»•• hrougibt into au^eclioii to.prkldpkiiy lli#i|pipi»» 
•ty of which our hearts refused to acknowledge. • 

NoFembei; dd» I repaired to Gloucester, and. waa ro» 
ceired by a few very warm-hearted. Ohnatians; The 
i9lu»«ion^oude-^the heart, of the then head of the Sarvent 
family, with his highly accomplished, and most exemplary 
lady, were open to receive me. I had travelled from Ma- 
ryland to New-Hampshire, without meeting a single in- 
cUvidttal,,who appeared to have the smallest idea of what 
I esteemed the truth, as it is in Jesus; but to my.grea^ 
astonishment, there were a few persons, dwellers in that 
remote place» upon tf^hom the liffht of the gospel had i»or« 
tibcfft, dawned. The writings of Mr. Relly wer« not only 
in their AaiMltybttt in their Mari$^ Four years previtius to 
this period, an Englishman, a Mr* Gregory, had brought 
with him those obnoxious pagoB^ and loaned them to this 
nnalloirele of Gloucestenans, by whom t|iey had been 
seized with avidity; the Father of their spirits rendered 
them luminous to thair understan^ffS} and it was in 
consequence of their admiration oi mr, Relly» that, ob- 
nervii^f in the papers of the day^ an individual maliffnantly 
arrainffed, as a praacher of Kelly's G<ospel, they delayed 
not to despatch earnest solicitations for my pi:esenoe among 
them* In Gloucester, therefore, I. passed my time most 
agreeably, until November Idth. . The clergvman. of the 
principal meeting-house, being confined by ulness, I wa« 
visitea by the deacons, and elders of his church, and b> 
them conducted to his house, after which I obtained per- 
mission .to .preach in his pulmt, which 1 several times did; 
my subjects^ l.Con xu 26: The good Samaritan: Isaiah 
xzviii, 1 6, &c« Every day , and evers^ evening was rappro- 
priated to the expounding of the scriptures^ in the spa* 
oious and well filled panoir of my new, ai^ highly re- 
spectaUe (Hend; and I had reason to believe^ that Go4 
moat graeioudy crowned my labors in this place, by giving 
to some brighter views, and induciog others to search the 
scriptures &r themselves. Every morning eommcinoedy 
and everv day cloeed, with prayer; and, with glad hearts^ 
we delighted to hymn the praises of a redeeming God. 
Taking a most afifectionale leave of those verydear uriends^ 
on Saturday morning, accompanied by Mr Sargenl, I re< 
tnmed to Boston. Upon the evening[8 of Sunday^ and 
Wednesday y I agam occupiied the pulpit of MrC ■ < 
and upon the evening or Wednesday the audiwoe wero 
inoemmoded by a profusion of watef thrown over them^ 
and an egg was aiaied at me in the pulpit, which however 
fef^pened tomisa bm. On Thnnday a pie^e of afamdir 
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of Mr C ■ ■ • ■. • H« had before declared, he would t>rMit 
no more iti the newspaper, so had I; but althea^b be bad 
forftited' bis word, I did not think proper to foHow bises^* 
Umple, andl tfaerefbre addi^eseed the Mlowing ietterv to^ 
bli» priirate ear* . « ♦ 

•■■• Siai • - 

^tfme time sinoe, being iittdertke diaafgreeable Bede»- 
iitf of :replyiB|^ to* a dull repefiuoki tif yonr abusive 
alanders, and being persuaded, figkion^non^, yeu woilM 
hhrm the AmI word) 1 assured the pubtie 1 would wrke no 
mc^re in newspapers ^ so did you bu« your brkliaift ^xam** 
pie shall tieirer ioflueifce me to undertake the Tmdlratton 
«ftfly veracity, by convincing «he woddl «an' li<&. * But 
aSjin the ^ose of your last performance, yon informed 
tne aiid the publie, that) if i thought lAybelfwroMtt^, 
^bat had been assek-tdd sbould be- proV^df to niy = See, 
before as large an auditory iM I pleased inow^ sir, take 
h>ave to say) I do thii^ mfsM most cruelly monged, arnd 
I should- rejoice in an opportunity of -vindicating myself 
at the bar ^ the impartial public^ yes, i should rejoice M 
«e<d a, very large tudietiee collected:- bur, as I suppose wo 
shall not bo ableto^ pmcare liny place, but the meeting-' 
bouse in Scbool<-street, 1 shall expect) ir you be an honest 
man,^ to meet you there. You commend a'certain gentio* 
mbn) who recently spoke to me' in that boose-^Hso do I. 
H« : did hot) l^e Solomon's fool) east about iirebrandsj 
iHfiiows^ snddefatfaj axid say am I not in sport?- he spake 
tibove-boanl) faif) and openly** - I should* be glad you 
w^mld'come and do likewi^e-«~on]y I request you will l<et me 
lE«i4nv 1t» writing, by the bearer^ wbett you wiH do thie 
. piiftc^ of common juscioO) totbs oraielly, and most «irwar-) 
nntably treated, 

JOHN MURRAY. 

' Thlif letter entratted him, and -he sent* It back, declaring 
be we«ild have nouiing to do with me. Bht en the fellow- 
ing Sunday evening, when i repaived, as usual, to tbtf 

BuMting-houee to preach Mr C" was «pon tb^ 

BttrifiB or the pulpit, with a number of his violetit adberebts, 
Pff the purpose of barring me out; Making no resistance, 
I Tequesteu the ^titleman might be heard with patient 
ittemton^and eitence being obtained, Mr C» ■ ' ■■ ■ entered' 
tkPe "palpii, and declaimed f4i«r a long timo, vt^fh ereat Mf-^ 
tiMtiess; aeoMiitig me of ^preuehing thmwHiUe ^trinee, 
tlieu ( |t' h»'had n^ver b^anl tne preiitii^ but to h» hmd^ 



I iiifVmB^, aiseitfng that! Was on^ of Beliy-sTolTow 
«ns and Reify beiiered all mankind would be saved; and 
Relly was a blasphemer and denied the atonement 3 and I 
was a Deist, and it was dangerous to allow me to speak] 
^M* i aaid once, in his hearing, that God loved the devil's 
ehlldfen: and Hieo, raising his voice he vociferated, * It 
is a lie, a lie, a lie^ it is a damnable lie.' Thus he went 
en altemately cfying out against me, and against Afr. 
Relly, damning my preaching, and his writing, an4 ex- 
horting the people to avoid me, &c. &c. When he had 
coDeioded, he qtntted the pulpit, and was pkssing out of 
the lioi»e as speedily as possible. 1 requested him to stop ; 
but, ^ ebserving he was rapidly departing, ' I urged the 
{leeple to grre me an opportunity of having justice done 
me, by detainiB|| my accusing adversary that I might de- 
fend myself in his presence; and Mr. G '• — was accord- 
ingly led into a pew. I informed the audience, that I did 
indeed -labor ander^reat difficulty. The person, to whom 
I was about to reply was an oh! gentleman and a clergy- 
man, both of which characters were indubitably entitled 
to respect. • Yet triith was, in my opinion, abundantly 
superior to ereiy other consideration; it was beyond all 
pnoe; a gem^ with which its possessor should never part. 

I should tberefore take leave to say, Mr. C was 

very right, and very wrong. Right in condemtiing damn a- 
Ue doctrines wrong i-n charging me with preaching those, 
doctrines. Mr. C , I said reminded me of Nero 

who to be revenged upon the Christians, caught the city 
of Rome on < fire, and charged the Christians with the 
atrocious deed. Mr. C-— — had dressed nic in bear*s> 
ricins, and then set the dogs at me. He affirms; that I 
j^seach. damnable doctrines! j^uffer me to ask, What are 
damnable doctrines? Peter bays, There shall arise false 
teachers among yon, as there w<;re false prophets among 
the people, ivho shall privily bring in danmable doctrines, 
even cl^fiytng the Lord, who height them, I appeal to' 
this audience. ' Did I ever deny the Lord who nought 
you? On the contrary, have I not boriie constant testi-' 
mony to this purchiuse? Did you ever hear me say, It 
nmde- ao difference, whether a rnan lived a edod or a' bad 
life; was a beiUver or an w^elieoe^f Surely it is highly 
iocoBsisteot to rank me with the Deist, who utterly dis- 
owns the Redeemer, when I am arraigned at this bar for 
befieving there is no God out of Christ, dnd that He, who 
is God, oar Savioar, m M, and in all, Mr. Relly is three 

thousand miles firons this metropolis, Mr. C :ha8 

tiMr heoMl himt Blaspliemy, of which Mr, 
18 
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-aoeuses him, \b no where to be Ibiilid^ in hie wri^ 



tin^s. These writings, give me leave to eey, will live» 
and be held in admiration, when ten thousand such 

characters as Mr C 's and mine, will be ooosigned 

to oblivion. Thus I went on, Mr. C again ad- 

vanced to the pulpit; reiterated whai he had before 
asserted, without regarding a syllable whieh 1 had utler*> 
ed, until at length he interrogated: 'Does Ged love 
all the x)eople in the world as well as Peter and Pauir 
Suffer me, sir, first to ask you one question, which, if yon 
will answer, then 1 will reply to yours. Did God love Pe* 
ter, and Paul, as well before they believed ae afterwards? 
' God loved Peter, and Paul, from the foundatioB of the 
world.' Again, and again, I repeated my question) but 
could not obtain a direct answer. The people from the 

galleries called out, * Why do you not say yes, or no?'* - 
ut he refused thus to conunit him^elft and of ooune I 
dropped the inquiry^ Again he returiMd to the charge* 
' Does God love all the people in the world, as well aa 
Peter, and Paul?' Yes, sir, I believe He doea, as well 
as He loved those Apostles befture they believed* ' Do 
you believe God loves all the people in the world?' YeSf 
sir, I do. Then, a^ain he proceeded moat viotontly, and« 
that the heresy might be confirmed, he once more quea- 
tioned: ' Do you believe, that God loves the devil's chil* 
dren, as well as his own beloved ones?' No)- indeed; I 
do not think God loves any of the deviPs .childreni 
' There, there, now he is hidinf^ again.' Sufier me, air, 
to ask. What is it constitutes the character of the wicked 
man ? ' That is nothing to the purpooe.' 

Again I ask, what is it constitutes the character of the 
wicked man? Here several individaals tremaloualy ask- 
ed: 'Why do you not answer the question? we are all 
concerned in it, we are seeking information.' ' Suppose 
I cannot: let some one else answer, and, if 1 like it, 1 will 

agree to it.' No answer was given, and Mr. C re* 

sumed his declamation, affirming, I had. said, God. loved 
the devil's children. I denied the chargOy and was a^ain 
accused of Af</»ng, when! besooaht the attention of the 
people, while I explained myself What are we to un- 
derstand by a father, and a child, but begetter and begot- 
ten? Can you, Mr. C , or can anv one fmsent, 

presume to say, that the bodies, or the souls i^ mankind, 
were beffotten bv the devil? Is not God the -father of the 
spirits or all flesh? Is not God the Maker of our frames? 
and doth not the Apostle say, we are all His ofbprinf ? 
If it be confessed, we alLdied tfi Adam* we; wegft#f esvw . 
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m Adam; aodlf we were im AdaiH) we were what Adam 
was. Bttt the Evanffelist Luke affirms, that Adaiu was 
die Swi of God. We will next inquire, Who are the 
children of the devil, and who are the children of God? 
I humbly conceive, Christ Jesus himself has put the mat- 
ter beyond dispute, in the ever memorable parable of the 
Tares of the neld, and our obligation to the Redeemer, 
for explaining it so elearly to his disciples, is indeed itOf 
measurable. 1 then repeated the parable, and the expla- 
nation : and proved from thence, tnat the abominations of 
the earth, were the children of the devil, becausepro 
duced by him; that the iniquities of the people were 
the^ tares, sowed by the adversary: that our nature was 
the good seedy which Jeeus sowed. A holy God could 
not love sin and, of course, could love no child of the 
devil: but men, bein^ his offspring, He once loved them 
as his own, and havrag lovetl His own, He loved then* 
unto the end; that He had proved this to aU men, in 
the Oifi of his Son; God so loved the worlds thai He 

gaoe them his Son. Mr. C > — interrupted: *Nine 

tenths of all you have said is nothing at all to the purpose : 
and again, in terms the most violent, he renewed bis ac* 
eusation, that! was all the time hiding. A voice from 
the gallery exclaimed: ' If he be hidings why do you not 
bant him out of the bush?' Mr. C ^ at length taunt- 
ingly said: * Come, come, leave off hiding, and tell the 
people, in plain English, that God loves them aU.' To 
which I answered: J will, sir, in as plain English, .as I 
can command ;-^nd then, addressing the congregation, I 
thus delivered the genuine sentiments of my soul: I am 
commissioned to say, to every individual before me, that 
God loves you, and that you are not to accept this deC"* 
laration upon my bare word; you have the word of a God, 
Vfhieh etinnot lie} who proclaims Himself loving unto ever^ 
inau; who has given you proof positive of His love. His 
lore has been greatly manifested in your birth; in rear-* 
ing you from infancy; in guarding you through the devi- 
ous paths of childhood, and youth; and preserving you 
from ten thousand dangers, to which you have been ex- 
posed. His gracious providence, in so plentifully provi- 
ding fbr yoQ, is a proof of His love, four civil, and re- 
lijyious liberties are blessed proofs of the love of your God. 
These particulars announce the love of Deity , to every indi- 
vidual, as a Creator, and Preserver. Yet these manif^tat* 
tions may be conmdered asmerelv temporal: But, blessed 
be the holy name of Jehovah t I am authorised to. add, 
HHllii jikm Wa^gMi ^60, tlMit God loves the mid^iwhioll 
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emanates from Himself, atldf tbat He has proved this k>v^ 
by the gift of His son. God 9o leved the world that H0 
gave them His son ; To tu a child is boruy to ui a Son i» 
given, God has evinced His lore, by giving as, in this 
son, Ueeoneiiiatioa, Regeneration, a- new Head, a new 
Heart, a right Spirit. Here your Creator bo loved y^u, 
as to give you frisehm, Righteousness^ Smtetifieation^ and 
Bedemption, In Christ J^sns, God has so loved you, as 
to bie^ you with aH spiritual Uessin^; Every individu- 
al sh6uld be^ye this; fdnoe it is nothing more than an ae* 
compiishmenc' of the promise, of th^- oath of Jehovah, 
whlcti he swear unto Abraham, saying And in tku Seed 
shatt all the n^ons, aU the families of the earth, be blessed. 
SfBith are the glad tidings, whieh the God, who loved you 
heibre the ^ndation of the world, hath commanded us to 
prodaim t6 every one of you; such «re the glad tidings, 
Whieh you ou^t to beKeve. If your heart tell you. It ii 
not so, be^eve it hot,' it is an unbelieving heart; he, that 
trusteth sueK a heart, is a fool. If thi» devil tell you. It is 
no¥ to, believe him not, he was a liar from the beginning. 
IfyournAinisters tell you. You ought not to believe this 
good report, trust them not; they take part with the deril 
and yonr unbelieving hearts, llie devil would persaade 
you, not to believe these glorious truths, because, if yoil 
were delivered from his usurpation, you would benoefoi^. 
ward serve your Creator without frar. The arch fiend 
h solicitous' to retain you in boniiage; his utmost efforts 
are in requisition to prevent yon from believin|r,- that 
&od has so loved you, as to purchase you with the price 
of bloody of the precious blood of the Lamb of God; he 
would prevent you from believing, that you are bought 
with such a price, lest, thus belie vine, you should renoer 
youri^elves living sacrifices, holy ^ and acceptable to Crdd 
nmj let God be tt>ue, and every man a liar. Ye are not 
your own, ye are booeht with a price, and the love of 
Christ eonstraineth us, beeaufiie wethus.judee, f/'One died 
for all, then were all dead; and that He died for ol/, that 
thejf, who iihe, should not henkeforth lioe unt6 ihemselveSi 
but unto Him, who died for them, and rose again. 
- ' All the time i was speaking, Mr. C was kicking 

my legs, or' pulling the skirts of my garment, ever and 
anon vociferating: ^ Have done, have done; you have 
said 'enough; quite enough,' &c. &«. Sometimes he stood 
up close to my side, shouldering me as hard as he was 
able. The congregation noticed his fcmfaavior, and it did: 
not giv6 them j^easure. ■- Fbr mywM^ I had mtaeh eaasr 
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to give me words; and 8dlT» that lie did not suffer n^ lo 
. oee volj self-commaiid.' No, not for an instant. Blessed 
be the name of the Lord. 

My next evening lecture was uninterrupted; but, 9n the 
succeeding Sunday evening, the throDs was so prodigiousi 
that it was with much difficulty I reached the pulpit; and 
when entered, I was nearly suffocated by the strong efflu* 
via, arising froutthe aaafcetida with which the tooLd of the 
adversary had wet the pulpit and the pulpit cloth, plentiful- 
ly sprinkling the whole house with the same nojcious drug. 
Far some moments I was so much overpowered, as to induce 
an apprehension, that it would be impossible I should pro- 
ceed; but the Grod of my life was sufhciently abundant £6r 
mo. The demons of confusion were, however, not quite 
satisfied;' many stones were violently thrown into the win- 
dows; yet no one received any other injury, than the a)armi 
which was oreated. At length, a large rugged stone, weigh- 
ing about a pound and a half, was forcibly thrown in at the 
window behind my back; it missed me. Had it sped, as 
It was aimed, it must have killed me. Lifting it up, and 
waving it in the view of the people,- I observefl: This 
argument is »ol%d^ and weighty, but it is neither rational 
nor convincing. Exclamations from various parts of the 
house, were echoed, and re-echoed: ' Pray, sir, leave the 
pulpit, your life is at hazard.' Be it so, I returned, the 
debt of nature must be paid, and I am as ready y and as will' 
in^i to discharge it now, as I shall be fifty years henco. 
Tet, for your consolation, suffer me to sav, I am immortal, 
while He who called me into existence has any business 
for me to perfonn; and when he has executed those pur- 
poses, for which he designed me, He wiU graciously ^gn 
my passport to realms of blessedness. With your good 
leave, then I pursue my subject, and while I have a«>* 
Thus saitr vbk LoRo^^-for every point of doctrine which 
I advance, not all the stones in Boston, except they stop 
my breath, shall shut my mouth, or arrest my testimony. 
The congregation was, as I have said, astonishingly large i 
but order and silence were gradually restored, and I haa 
uncommon freedom in the illustration, and defence of 
those sacred truths, which will be ultimately triurophfmt. 
Two or three succeeding lecture evenings were unmoleet- 
ed, when the business of stoning me in the pulpit, was 
again resumed; my friends were in terror, imd, after I 
bad closed, forming a strong phalanx around mcy they at- 
tended me home. Many religious people were violent 
in their opposidon; they insists that I merited the sever- 
est pupisbment: that the old diedpUnefor Aer^^ws ought 



tb be put in^fotx^; and I wad Uma furMshed wkh atmHdiuil 
reaaoD to blesa God for the religioua liberty of the omiBtry 
of my adoption, else racks and tortures, would bare been 
put iQ operation against me, nor womld these holy men, 
moved by the spirit, have stopped 8lK>rt of my destruction. 
iTet was the charge of heresy never proved againA me. 
I was never silenced either by reason or scripture — 1 had 
ealled upon men every where, clergymen, or laymen, to 
Btep forward, and convict me of error ^ promising imme* 
diately upon conviction, to relinquish the obhoxious 
tenet, whate\er it might chance to be, end to adopt that 
better way, which would, in such an event, become lumi- 
nous before me. Truth, and gratitude, originates the con- 
fession, that in aU eircufnstoneeSf I have hitherto had rea- 
son to bless the God of my life who hath promised. He 
will be with me to the end of the world, and that all things 
shall work together for good. Amen, and amen. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

S&mmary Record of Events, from January 1775 to October 
1809. 

Amid the hansts of roemor^r let me ilnj, 
As duty, love, trnd friendship, jwi^t the way $ 
With hand of diligence: and humid eye, 
The fiuthfal recora tearfiilly aapply. 

WovLD the beloved preacher had coidtinued his narr*- 
tive. The Editor fondly calculating upon assistance which 
she believed herself authorised to expect, pledged herself 
to continue the sketch, even to the oldsing scene. Buts 
ftlas! disappointed in her cherished hopes, she stands 
alone. Her health is broken, her spirits are depressed, 
and she is advanced in life; yea, doubtless, she is inade- 
ouate to the performance ofherpromise-^Butsheremem- 
Aers that this voiume is addressed only to the friends of 
he dear departed, and she mournfully proceeds to its com- 
pletion. 

Upon December 14, 1774, Mr. Murray again visited 
Gloucester; the numerous family of the Sargonts then 
seated in that place, embraced in almost all its branches, 
the truth as it is in Jesus, and their attachment to him, 
whom they believed an ambassador of the Redeemer, was 
Ivoportiened to their seal. Many respectable ubiom 
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wei;e added, 4Bd a Iktle confr^ajloa wM aolleet«d» who 
seemed to bftve aniQng t^em but one heart, and one soul. 
Like the primitive Cbristians, they assembled daily and 
they continued from bouse to housie worsbippio^ the anly 
true God their Saviour* On recurrence to the journal of • 
the preacber we find a memorandum^ written upon bia 
second visit to Gloucester, which is thus worded; ' Here 
niv God grants me rest from my toils, here 1 have a taste < 
of heaven. The new song is sung here,, and woathy is- 
THE ImJlhb constantly dwells upon their tongues.' Mr. 
Chandler's meeting-house was not closed against the pro^ 
mulgator of glad tidings, until some time in January, 1775i, 
upon the 20th of which mouth he made a second journey to 
Newburyport and Portsmouth. Those who had adhered 
to him in those towns, having ascertained that be abso- 
lutely believed the final restitution of all things, united 
with the many in the ^nost unquali0ed censure. But the 
friends he had lost, particularly in Portsmouth, were re- 
placed by many others, among whom we £nd the names 
of Judffe, and Sheriff Parker, Atkinson, W^ntworth^ Aus- 
tin, Warner, Sheafe, Langdoug Sew all, Brackett, Wbi|>* 
pie, Thompson, Turner, Garctier, Mass^y, Jackson, &c. 
&c. The heaven-instructed preacher continued many 
years an occasional visitor in Portsmouth^ where bis la- 
bors were greatly ble8se<l, and wben otber pulpits were> 
closed against him in that metropolis, the doors of the 
Episcopal Church were open for his reception. But aftoiv^^ 
be bad repeatedly lectured in that church, a few person^'^^ 
appeared m opposition, and we have this nioment under 
our eye, an original writing, addressed t^ the promulgatoff 
upon this occasion; we transdribe a verbatim ccfpy: 
' Whereas it is represented thatsome objections bareb€»it: 
made by one, or more persons, belonging, to the Cbuscihcallf*' 
ed Queens Cbapel, against the doors thereof being opened 
for the admission of Sir. John Murray to preach the gos- 
pel; Wherefore, we the subscribers, proprietors, and 
parishioners of the Church aforesaid, lm.ving taken the same 
mto consideration — ^Do (in ordqr to remonreany difficulties 
that might arise in that gentleman's breast in consequence 
of such objections) hereby fully declare our free will, and- 
consent, that the said Church be 6pen«d at Ahh TiMBfl, 
whenever ft may be oonvenieni for nim to perform divioa 
service in town, more especially during^ bis present stay; 
and, instead of deeming it an indulgence granted him, we 
iball, on the contrary, acknowledge it a favor conferred 
an .us, in bis aoce^incc of this invitation. PortsiQQ«itb» 
May 24, 173 1. 'resigned by t)Teaty-«four of the leading 
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memben t>f the Chardi in PortstnoQth. Our preaislier 
was also made the instrurbent of irradiating the miad of 
an exemplary philanthropist, Mr. Noah Parker; now in 
regions of blessedness, who was so deeply penetrated, as 
to present himself a servant of the living God, a voluntary 
nreacher of the Gospel. A convenient house was raised 
tor his use, by the brethren in Portsmouth, and he contin 
ued, Uk.til his departure out of time, a zealous and able 
minister of the Reconciliation. 

Attached to the Gloucesteiians, Mr. Murray once more 
believed he had found a permanent residence; yet, 111- 
though he consented to consider that place as his home; 
he did not relinquish the persuasion that his commission 
obliged him to go forth a preacher of the Gospel, where- 
ever, and whenever the providence of God might seem to 
direct him. The inveteracy of his enemies in the town of 
Gloucester, was in full proportion to the attachment of 
his friends, and every means of annoyance was in reduisi- 
tioa. The spirit of liberty mounted very bi^h in Glou- 
cester, and for the purpose of influencing the ignorant, 
the teacher was proclaimed a Pa fist, sent out by Lord 
North, to aid the purpose of an obnoxious ministry; 
anathemas, and sometimes stones, followed his steps as 
be passed the streets; a town-meeting was called, the aim 
of which (lest the friends of the promul^tor should take 
the alarm) was most illegally shrouded m silence', and a 
vote was thus surreptitiously obtained, that he should 
forthwith depart from the borders of Gloucester; of this 
vote he was advertised by an officer — let us not say of 
justice. Still, however, he continued witnessing both to 
small and great, what Moses and the prophets bad testi** 
fied concerning Jesus of Nazereth, that he died for our 
sins, and arose again for our justification. The most un- 
warrantable means were employed, old slanders were re- 
suscitated, and new accusations brought forward; tales 
which had been repeatedly confuted, were new garbed, 
and sent abroad, swelling the bosom of integrity with unr 
utterable anguish. Among countless other calumnies 
which were afloat, a story wasembelKshed, and published 
originally propagated by one Maxwell, wherein the 
preacher, the lover of the Redeemer, is represented as 
treating the Eucharist in a ludicrous manner ! although 
the gen tleman-«Mr, afterwards General Greene, at whose 
heuse, and in whose presence, the irreverent profanation 
wae said to have taken place — had written to Doctor S 
Mill others, completely exonerating the accused. Mr. 
Mucray's sentiments upon the »iicted and consolatory or 



diAikiice <^ the LomPs Supper, are explained and ^jqpM^ 
ted upon, in bisi JUetters and Sketches of SermoDBt to 
which the iutereated reader is referred. It cannot be do* 
nied, that characters generally respectable combined to 
stimulate the mob to the most desperate measures, but 
every unwarrantable project was frustrated. The doors 
Df the meeting-house being now closed, the parlors of re* 
spectabie friends became the places of assemblings until 
at length a stiacious room was consecrated for that pur- 
Base. . Letters of excommunication were now addressed, 
by the established Minister, to seventeen of the most re- 
spectable Church members, and this, for their attachment 
to the Gospel of Goa our Saviour. While others, avail- 
ing themselves of al^rovincial Law, endeavored to expel 
the Ambassador of their God, as a va|^rant. To meet, 
and obviate which difficulty, the kind friend under whose 
especial patronage he then was^ presented him with a 
deed of ^fls which constituted him a freeholder in Glou- 
cester. TThe months of March and Ai^ril^ in this year, 
were, by the preacher, devoted to visiting his friends in 
Boston, and various parts of Rhode Island, and toward 
the close of April, be returned to his highly favored home, 
rejoicing that the zeal, and attachment of the Glouces- 
terJians« were nothing diminished, and their meetings for 
scriptural investigations were joyfully resumed. In the 
month of May, 1775, the leading officers of the Rhode Is- 
land Brigade, assenibled in the neighborhood of Boston, 
despatched a respectable messenger, with a letter, solicit- 
ing the attendance of the promulgator, as chaplain to their 
detachment of the Revolutionary Army. We transcribe 
a verbatim copy of this letter. 

'Dear Sir: 

' Amidst that concurrence of events which the great Cre- 
ator in infinite wisdom directs, for the accomplishment of 
his own purposes', a British armament hath set hostile 
foot upon American ground. What the design of the Al- 
mighty may be, we cannot at present absolutely determine. 
One thing we know, oxii' cause is Just, and also that the 
Parent of the universe can do no wrong. An army hath 
been raised in this Colony, which is now stationed upon 
Jamaica Plains in Roxbury, and that this army may do 
honor to themselves, and the cause in which they are em- 
barked, it is reauisite that propriety of manners, regularity 
of conduct, ana a due reliance upon the Almighty controll- 
er of events, should be cultivated and enfbrQed, The most 



ffl4 UVB OF KBT. JOMir XVABAT 

probable bamsB meam we can devise to efiect an ol^aet 
80 ardently to be de«ired, consist in a decent, sincere, and 
devout attendance, at opportune seasons, upon divine 
worship. We have, therefore, selected you as a Chaplain 
to our fh'igade, welt convinced that your extenave benev- 
olence, and abilities, will justify our choice. We cannot 
without doing violence to the opinion we have formed of 
your character, doubt of your ready compliance with our 
united request. The support you will receive shall exae$» 
ly^ correspond with yoar feelif^Sy and your vn$hes. We 
are, dear sir, &c. &c. &c. 

Signed in behalf of the Brigade. 

J. N. VARNUM. 
May 34, 1775. 

A persuasion that he could be of more use in the army, 
than elsewhere, would not allow the preacher to balance, 
and, accordingly resigning the calm recess of friendship, 
hA presented nimself in the American camp, and * armed 
witn the sword of Jesse's youthful son,' he was indeed 
most ardently engaged. The scene, however, was not 
calculated to give pleasure to a philanthropist. In a mem- 
orandum of this date, he thus expresses himself: ' My 
troubles have recommenced ; I am now indeed in the world 
and shall doubtless encounter tribulation ; I am associated 
with an ungovernable set of people. It is true, the officers 
are gentlemen, and call into action every effort to strength- 
en my hands ; but the soldiers — alas! the fact is, I am 
not in my own company.' Upon the 3d of July, the chap- 
lain accompanied a detachment of the Brigade, to com- 
pliment General Washington, upon his arrival to take the 
supreme command of the army at Cambridge ; and he 
was received by the immortal chief, with that urbanity 
which he so well knew to practise The subject of the 
first sermon, preached on sabbath morning at the Camp, 
Jamaica Plains, Psalm xliv, 1, 3, 8, and upon the 
evening of the same day, the last verse Of the same Psalm« 
The preacher was engaged occasionally at Jamaica Plains, 
and on Prospect Hill. Every morning at 7 o*clock he 
met the several regiments upon the parade ; gradually the 
habits of swearing, and the rough manners of the solaiery, 
yielded to the christianized eloquence of their Chaplain, 
and his success in the arni^ was indeed most wonderful. 
His benevolence, and benignity while there, is storied by 
many a tongue \ we indulge ourselves by selecting an in- 
stance, which did not . reach our ears, until since his 
decease. A detachment of the army were ordered to 
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mftreh, a merwas to be forded ; a poor soldier in years, 
and struggling with siekness, was tottering under bis bur- 
den : tbe preacher instantly accoutred himself with the 
knapsaek, arms, and cartouch box, and, thus arrayed, pro- 
.ceoded on, whiie the sufferer disencumbered passed lignt]y 
over. The wiiter of this sketch, could furnish a series 
of similar anecdotes ; often, when his finances have been 
at the lowest ebb, and the prodigious expense of living 
had produced distressing embarrassments, she has seen 
.him extend to the necessitous, an extricating hand, and 
he not only indulged, and cherished, but invariabhf stimu- 
laUd every charitable purpose of her soal. 

General Washington, honored the preacher with marked 
and uniform attention ; the Chaplains of the army united 
in {letitiotting the Chief, for the removal of the promulga- 
tor of glad tidings ; the answer was handed them, in the 
Seneral orders cif the ensuing day, which appointed Mr. 
ohn Murray, Chaplain of the three Rhode island Regi- 
ments, with a command from his Excellency, Gcorok 
Washinotow, that he should bo respected accordingly. 
Mr. Murray's commission was made out, and delivered to 
^him, when enclosing it in a respectfully polite letter of 
thanks, he returned it to the noble minded Chief,- earnest- 
ly requesting permission to continue in the army, as a 
volunteer. Genera] Washineton, after j^ierusing, folded 
the paper and, observed: ' Sfr Murray is a younff man 
now f he will live to be old, and repentance will be the 
companion of his age.' The preacher lived to see this 
prediction fulfilled; Had be embraced the rich opportu- 
nity then presented he might have continued in the family 
of General Greene whose friendship was unbroken, and 
where his abode was hailed as a distinguishing favor, his 
daily ratio would have augmented for his emolument, his 
salary would have accumulated, he would have retired 
upon half pay, 4>r commutation, and daring the years of 
languor, and decrepitude, he might have commanded his 
own carriage, and servants ; but the reader must have 
seen, that the preacher was accustomed to withdraw from 
the approaches of afiluence. 

Mr. Murray continued in the army so longas his health 
would permit, but beln^ violently seized by an indisposi- 
tion, which terminated in a billious fever that precipitated 
him to the gates of the grave, he was, by the Physician of 
the Brigade, conducted to Gloucester: and no sooner was 
his health re-established, than his strongest feelings were 
DowerfuUy excite!l, by the sufferings of the sons and 
iau^tera of want in that towo« War of any descriptiotti 
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IB pftrtieolarlj oppressive to iu itthAbitsnts^ letCed ypaa 
the marg^io of ihe ocean^ their sutMnateuee is jpriDcipaUy 
derived from the deep. The rich sources of Commerre, 
thrown open by the genial hand of peace, became, to the 
hardy, and enterprizin^ Gloucesterian, le^timate objects 
of pursuit; and his uniform^ and industrious efforts, are 
crowned by competency. But whatever obstructs his ad- 
venturous plans, inevitably involvea- him in distress, and 
the period to which we advert was, perhaps, the most 
gloomy of any during the revolutionary war. it had con- 
tinued long enough to try without familiarizing or indtu 
rating the feelings, and hope had almost become the vic- 
tim of despair. The humane preacher surveyed those 
multiplied childrenof penury-— and he surveyed them with 
a philanthropic, eye; nor was this all— corameni^iig a 
journey in the depth of a severe winter^ he addressed the 
general officers m the American army, beglmnng with 
their revered Chief, and extending his applicatioD, to ma- 
ny other gentlemen, whose confidence and whose friendship 
he ei^oyed. He adressed to those distinguished indivio- 
uals, the voice of supplication, and so successful was his 
embassy, that he returned to Gloucester with a large sum of 
money which he converted into rice, meal, and molasses, 
rendering a scrupulous accountto the selectmen, and pray«- 
ing them to recommend such persons, as were proper ob- 
jects of this providential bounty ; the whole was paoctually 
distributed, and many sufferers most essentially relieved. 
Yet on the 27th day of February, in the succe^ng year, 
1777, we find this same feeling solicitor,, summon^ from 
the house of a friend, Mr. Winthrop Sargent, where he 
was suffering from indisposition, and arraigned at the bar, 
of the then committee or safety » for the town, of Glouces- 
ter, Some gentleman councelled him to disregard tho sum- 
mons, especially as the whole committee were not assem- 
bled, and those who were collected, were decidedly his in- 
veterate enemies, — bnt he answered, that possessing a 
consciousness of innocence, he could not fear the face of 
man. The foUowiug account of the extraordinary pro- 
ceeding which ensued, is from the minutes of a gentle- 
man who was an ear witness of the scene the chairman 
of the committee opened the business. < We have sent 
for you, to know who you are, and from whence you 
came? ' * Your question is rather difficult, sir, I hardly 
know how to answer you, do you mean where did I come 
from last? ' < I say where did you come from.* « t have 
been in various plaices in this country rfr. * I say where 
did you come from when you oamo into this countKy?'*' 



' FNiifa E»«hindl.» 'frofti #lif*t part of England?* *toti- 
don? /Wnat bUsiAess ksd yoa to come to this countiy ? » 
' fitwhiefss,- mr ! I felt disposed to comfe, and came—' * What 
bustnegs hare yoo in this to mi ?' « The same as I have in 
every town where I happen to sojourn.* Here one of the 
committee, arose^ and requesting leave to speak, which was 
granted, said : « 1 eoi^ieeive we have sent for this man to 
know trom whence he came, who he is, and what business 
he has here; this is a time of difficulty, we are at variance 
with England, he calls himself an Englishman, we do not 
know what he is. He associates with a great many, whom 
we Jook upon as enemies to this country, and they go to hear 
him converse — I think — 1 cannot call it preaching* Here 
Mr. Murray would have spoken, but he was imperiously, 
not to say impudently commanded to be silent, and his ac- 
cuser proceeded, until at length the chairman again re- 
sumed: ' Where did you come from.? We want to know 
Where you were born, and brought up?' Mr. Murray an- 
swered, ' Gentlemen, it is not my wish to give you unne- 
cessary trouble. I was Irom in England, shortly after I 
had attained my eleventh year, I accompanied my father 
to Ireland, where I continued many years under his carcj; 
when I was between 19 and 20, I returned to England, 
where I abode, lining generally in London, until I quitted 
it for this country. Since I came into this country, my 
residence has been in Maryland, Pennsylvania, the Jer- 
seys, New- York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachu- 
setts, and New Hampshire.' • What did you come into 
this country for?' ' In pursuit of retirement, but concur- 
rent circumstances rendered me a preacher.' • Have you 
any credentials ?* * Yes sir.' • Show them.' I have none 
present, there are many in this town who have heard me, 
and received my testimony; they are my credentials. 'Ay, 
that is nothing — ^you see he has no authority. How could 
you think of preaching without authority?' 'When I 
came into this country there was no war, i believed it to 
be a land of civil, and religious liberty — every charter, and 
every law made among yourselves, breathed a spirit of 
toleration, I felt assured I should be allowed liberty of con- 
science; my intentions were upright; a conviction that 
God had ordained me to proclaim the gospel, has been pow- 
erfully impressed upon my mind, and T am still convinced, 
that I ought to preach the Gospel.' • How lone do you 
intend to stay in this town?' *l do not precisely knowj 
but certainly until the weather and roads shall be good^ 
' The weather will do, and it is pretty good travelling now ' 
(At this time the winter having been extremely severe, the 
19 



roads were nearly impassable.) ^ I db not believe I sfaaU 
quit Gloucester uotil Apri], about that time I expect to 
commence a journey to Philadelphia.' ' The town is very 
uneasy at your continuance here^ and we are a committee 
of safety. We are to take up all strangers, and send them 
out of town.' ' Sir, I have already been warned out of 
town, and if you be apprehensive of my becoming a charge, 
I can procure bonds.' One of the committee addressed 
the chair for liberty to speak, which having obtained, he 
said : ^ Your stay in this town, is cause of uneasiness to 
many; you hurt the morals of the people, and a great ma- 
ny who hear you are enemies to the countrv.' Mr. Mur- 
ray responded — ' Those who hear me, and believe what I 
deliver, can never be injured in their morals.' ' I do not 
believe you.' ' You have not heard all I have said in de- 
fence of my persuasion.' ' I have heard enough, I neither 
believe, nor like iV ' Well, sir, there is no act of assem- 
bly to compel you to hear; but you should rememl>er your 
neighbor is entitled to equal liberty with yourself.' ' You 
deliver very erroneous principles.' ' My principles are all 
to be found in the sacred records of divine truth.' * Ay, 
so you say.' ' I was not apprized that I was cited before 
a spiritual court.' Mr. Murray then addressed the chair 
— < Sir, this gentleman asserts that I associate with a great 
many enemies of this country. I demand that they be 
pointed out. If I associate with an individual of this des- 
cription, it is unknown to me.' A ffentleman at the chair- 
man's elbow observed: ' Mr. chairman, I think we have 
no business to answer this man a single question : we did 
not send for him to answer his questions, but to ask ques- 
tions of him.' The chairman then repeated, that the town 
was very uneasy, and advised Mr. Murray to depart to 

Erevent further trouble: to which he answered. ' Sir, 1 
ave been nearly seven years in this country ; perhaps no 
one has a more extensive acquaintance; I have many 
friends, and many enemies. I feel that I am a friend to 
all mankind, and I am happy that no circumstance of my 
life can prove the contrary. 1 was invited to this town, 
and 1 have been cordially received, but it seems I am sus- 
pected, because I associate with many who are enemies to 
this country. 1 associate with Captain W. S. — pray is he 
an enemy.? During my residence in this place. I have 
never heard a syllable uttered, which this committee ought 
to consider as reprehensible. I am not acquainted with a 
single individual who appears to be an enemy to this coun- 
try : two or three worthy characters I know, who do not 
perfectly approve every measure which has been adopted. . 



I have recently endeavored to reeollect'how many gentle- 
men, the circle of ray connexions Trom Maryland to New 
Hampshire contained, who were suspected of being un- 
friendly to the present order of things, and I could number 
but five persons, not an individual of whom has ever been 
proved inimical to American prosperity. For myself, 1 
rejoice in the reflection, that I am a staunch friend to lib- 
erty, genuine liberty. It is well known that 1 have labor- 
ed to promote the cause of this country, and I rejoice that 
1 have not labored in vain. I am so well known, and I 
have the happiness to be so well respected, that his Ex- 
cellency, General Washington, appomted me to officiate 
as chaplain to several regiments. I should have imagined , 
this fact would have been sufficient credentials hers. | 
I have injured no person in this town. I am invited to 
meet my friends, m the house of a friend, where they 
desire me to read the Bible, to comment thereon, and 
to unite with them in solemn prayer to Almighty God, for 
the continuance of his mercies to us, as a people, and 
not unto us only, but to a once lost, and now redeemed 
world.' A member of the committee observed, that 
they could not be answerable for any thing that might be 
done by a mob, and,- it was not in their power to prevent 
it, if he did not, without delay, leave the town. Mr. 
Murray laying his spread hand upon his breast answer- 
ed : ' Sir, 1 feel such a consciousness of innocence herey 
that I know not what it is to fear. It is with perfect 
composure that I commit myself to God, and the laws of 
this Commonwealth. If I have broken any law, let me 
be punished by law; but I bless God I am not a lawless 
person. Sir, I am a stranger to fear, I have committed 
no action worthy of punishment. Sir, I know not what it 
is to fear. No man can have any power over me, except 
it he given to hini from above; no injury can be done me, 
but by the permission of my God. But I am not afraid; 
the worst this mob can do, is to deprive me of a life, which 
I have been many years quite willing to resign. Sir, I 
commit myself and my cause to the Ruler of Heaven and 
of Earth. ^ One gentleman observed, that the rule upon 
Earth was delegated to them, or words to that effect — 
when Mr. Murray replied : ' Sir, I conceive the God of 
Heaven is the only Ruler in Heaven above, and in Earth 
beneath' — and, addressing the chair, he added : * Sir, I, 
have answered every question you have thought proper 
to ask — and as I find it difficult to speak, I am so very il], 
I will take leave to wish you a good evening. Gentlemen 
good night' — ^wHen, without interruption he departed. 
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AImf alsa! how tjrraBjucal is the donunion of pnya 
dice! in this instaxice it precipitated men, respectable men, 
who ia the common occurrences of life, luul uniformly 
preserved a decent reputation, upon a procedure the most 
absurd and unwarrantable. Interrogations so unceremo* 
nioudy made to a person, who, as the almoner of his God, 
had the preceding year, fed large numbers of their almost 
famished poor, who had never committed any act of 
violence, or discovered the smallest inclination to aid the 
enemies of the new world, was, as we trust, a singular 
outrage. But Mr. Murray was a Christian, and after the 
way uat they called heresy, so worshipped he the God of 
his lathers; he could not therefore be allowed to merit 
either confidence or gratitude. 

Qn the Christmas day of 1780, Mr. Murray ficst preach-* 
ed in a small neat building, ereoted £or his use, by the 
Gloupesterians. Hia adherents, associated for public 
worship) had* aft they beUev^d, organised themselves, and 
solemnly covenanting together, they conceived themselves 
an iJioBBEKD&Kx cloaca of Co&ist. A writing was 
prepared, signed by every individual of the oongregadon, 
la which, after dilating upon the fundamental principles 
of the fmth they h^ embraced, theyprofiessed to acknowl* 
edge, as Christians, no Master but Jesus Christ, receiving 
as their guide in spiiitual matters, only the word nioA 
spicit of the- Redeemer; but they pledged themselves to 
the.coipmuaity at large, and to each other, to yield obedi-< 
eaceto every ordinance of man, to be peaceable and obedi-^ 
ent subjects to the powers ordained of God, in all cMl 
«as€f. But as subjecta of that King^ whose kingdom is 
not of this world; they denied the right of any human 
Mithodty to mak/e lawsfor the regulation or their conscien- 
ces; they rejoiced in the liberty wherewith Cbnst had 
made them free, and they determined no more to ba 
entangled by any yoke of bondage. They professed a 
disposition to live peaceably with all men, to avoid unne- 
cessary disputation; and, should they be reviled, to en-< 
dean^or in patience to possess their souh. We malce 
from' this solemn instrument the following extract. 

< As an uerj>£^EKDE9T churcii of Christ thus bound 
together by the cords of his love, and meeting toffether in 
His name, we mutually agree to receive as our Minister 
Uiat is, our servant, sept to labor amongst us, in the work 
of the Gospel, by the great Lord of the Vineyard, our 
friend and brother, Johit Murrat. Tbis we do, from a 
full conviction, that the same God, who sent the £rst 
preaofafiM of Jesus Christ, sent him; and that the same 
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Gospel they preaehed we hare from time to time received 
from him. Thus, beiieFing him a Minister of the New 
Testament, constantly declaring the whole counsel of 
God, proclaiming the same divine truth that all God's 
holy prophets from the b^inning of the world have de- 
clared; we cordially receive him as a messenger from 
God. And as it hath pleased God to open a great and 
effectual door, for the preaching of His Gospel, by this 
His servant, in sundry parts of this great continent; when- 
ever it shall please his and our divine Master, to call him 
to preach the everlasting Gospel elsewhere, we will wish 
him God speed; and pray that the good will of Him who 
dwelt in tne bush, may accompany him, and make his 
way clear before him.' 

-I'htts we repeat, the little congregation in Gloucester 
considered themselves an indspbndent chubch of 
Christ. They were conscious that they had, in every 
instance, demeaned themselves as good citizens, and that 
their utmost efforts had uniformly iSeen embodied, for the 
advancement of the public weal; they felt themselves de- 
servedly invested with the privileges and immunities of 
free citizens, entitled to those hberties, with which God 
and nature had endowed them, and which they believed 
to be secured to them by a constitution of government, 
happily established by the people of this commonwealth. 
Dissenting essentially from the doctrines taught by the 
established minister, they had borne an early testimony 
against his settlement: and they humbly hoped it would be 
sufficient for them to believe the holt scriptures, and 
to adopt the pure system of morals contained therein, as 
the rule of their conduct, and the man or their coun- 
8B£*. They rejoiced in the liberty of freo inquiry, guar- 
anteed by the strong arm of government; and they felic- 
itated themselves, that thoy had been ushered into bein^^ at 
a time, when that fearful period had gone by, which arming 
the Religionists with the potent vengeance of civil authori- 
ty, wrapped the whole world in a cloud of impeuetrahle 
darkness, debilitated the human intellect, by closing the 
door of free inquiry, and gave birth to eight hundred years 
of ignorance, and barbarism, unequalled by any preceding 
era; whence arose an awful chasm in the history of the 
world and men ceased to think because thinking was a 
crime. The Gloucesterians adopted the idea of a respecta- 
ble writer, who considered Ondination as nothing more 
than the solemn putting a man into his place, and office 
m the Church, a right to which he had obtained by previ- 
ouB election, which, together with his voluntary aoceptaooe 
19* 
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of such elecciofi, became a lejfptiinate baae, npoB wkack 
was founded the relatioRsbip between {Mstor and flock. 
Thus, as the word okdaaV sif^ifies no more than to ap- 
FoivT, they conceived that the eUettanf and not the knfing^ 
on ofhandg, completed the ordination. Reposinf upon 
t&e second and third article in the dechinition of rights, 
die GloBcesterians exultingly said: ' No suiiject shall be 
hurt, molested, or restrained in his person, liberty, or es- 
tate, for worshipping God in tlie manner and season most 
agreeable to the dictates of his own conseience; or for his 
religious jMrofession or sentiments, provided he doth not 
disturb the public peace, or obstruct others in their reli- 
gious worship. AU religious societies shall, at all times, 
have the exclusive right of electinff their public teachers^ 
and of contracting with them for their support and main- 
tenance. And aU monies paid 6y the tuJbjeet to the eumort 
of public worMp, shall, if he require ii, be uniformiy mn 
pUed to the svppirt of the pubHe teacher or teachers of his 
own religious Act or denomination, provided there be any 
on whose instruction he attends,' But while the Gloaces- 
terians were confidingly singing a requiem to their cares, 
they beheld, to their great astonishment, and no small 
dismay, their goods seized by an oilcer, and sold at auc- 
tion, mr the purpose of answering the demands of the es- 
tablished minister. Articles of plate from one, English 
goods from another, and, from a third, the anchor of a 
vessel on the point of sailing. 

It was, as we believe, in the autumn of 1788, that this 
act of violence took place. An action was instituted by 
the independent church of Cbiist in Gloucester. Mr. 
Murray was urged to allow the {prosecution to proceed in 
bis name. His reluctance to this step was decided and 
affecting. He had passed through the country without 
even allowing or accepting contributions^ and, to be con* 
sidered a prosecutor for monies, said to be due to him, 
for preaching the gosvel which he had determined to pro* 
mulgate j^0e as the Ught of heaven! the very idea was a 
stab to his long cherished feelings: it appeared to him 
like prostrating the integiity of his character, and strip- 
ping him of those honors, which he had fondly hoped 
would remain forever unshorn. The situation of his 
mind, upon this occasion, may be giathered from two ex- 
tracts or letters, addressed to him by a respeteable gentle- 
man : < You know the inducement I had to engage in this 
cause was to be emancipated from the shackles of a ponti- 
ficate t and my aversion was ever determined, from having 
ib» Miit farougbt in your name, as well from your abhor- 
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Tsnoe M that the result, however favorable, would ooc 
eatahiiah ub upon the broad base of genuine freedom. 
However, I am now convmced from reflection, that our 
cause will be ruined, unless you assume iL Mr. Uitcfat- 
bome was clear it ought to have been in your name b«h 
fore;.at our pressing request, he drew the last writ. IVfr. 
Sullivan has declared it must be in your name. Mr. Pyn- 
chon {[allowed on all hands to be deeply versed in the in- 
tricacies of the law) assured a gentleman, he would war- 
rant success, and even undertake the conducting the cause 
if the proper use were made of your name. Mr Se wall's 
opinion is in unison with Mr. Pynchon. I hate delay and 
indecision, and shall lament if chicane and political views 
must prevail over the purest intentions.' 

To this letter Mr. Murray responded, in terms descrip- 
tive of ranch anguish of spirit, and his sympathizing friend 
immediately rejuaed: 

* 1 essay not to communicate the impression which your 
letter has made upon me; would that pen and paper were 
adequate to express all that could be conveyed by the 
tongue. Shall 1 be condemned for being of an unsteady 
disposition, or shall 1 be justified in my change of senti- 
ment, from the variety of events? Be it as it may, it mat- 
ters not; your letter has produced another alteration in 
my mtsd; your conflict between the resolution you have 
taken, and the interest of your friends, which, I am per- 
suaded, is very dear to you, is carried on in your breast to a 
degree of agony. I see how distressing it is for you, even 
itt mppeanmee, to stand forth and contend for what you 
have so nobiff held in 90vereign eonten^t. In this point 
of view it ceases to he a question. Let the idea of inter- 
est perish; 1 hail rather a large part of mine, dear as it 
is, should be wrested from me, than that yoii should sac- 
rifice any portion of your peace or your honor; therefore, 
I entreat you, my dear sir, do no violence to your feel- 
ings. Thank God, the truth of our cause does not depend 
upon the decision of a court of judicature; and admit the 
worst, it is only what we are bidden to expect, that this 
world is opposed to the other. Justice, however, notwith- 
standing my sympath}r for you, urges me to repeat that 
our lawyers see no rational prospect of success, but from 
your becoming a principal in the business. If you can 
bend your miud, well; take time to deliberate; delays in 
law, perhaps, are not so dangerous as in other affairs; at 
any rate I entreat you to become more tranquil; I had 

rather make payment to parson F — than that you 

flbQuld thus suffer,' 
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The preacher, under the directton of many importmniig 
IHends, loaned his name, which step was to him a perma- 
nent subject of regret. Trials succeeded trials, review 
after review, at Salem, and at the supreme judicial court, 
held at Ipswich, 17S3, 1784, and 1785. 

The pleaders seemed an inyincible phalanx, and the 
mind-bending eloquence of the honorable Mr. King was 
indeed a most potent aid. Men characterized the oratory 
of that gentleman, as persuading commanding, and like 
an irresistible torrent, bearing down every obstacle. 
Many of the senior advocates seemed so to feel, and ao- 
knowledge the superiority of Mr. King as to surrender to 
him the right of closing causes of great importance ; and 
a high law character declared, that, had he a cause de- 
pending of the greatest intricacy and magnitude, to bo 
plead before the first tribunal in the world, he would pre- 
fer Mr. King as his advocate, to any man he had ever 
heard speak. Previous, however, to the adjudication of 
1785, when a verdict in favor of the plainti£&, by the suf 
frage of the jury, (exclusive of the judges) was obtained, 
the political career of this celebrated character removed 
him from their counsel, and their cause was committed to. 
and ably supported by, Mr. afterwards Governor Sullivan, 
and Judge Tudor. The late Chief Justice Parsons, and 
Mr. Bradbury were counsel for the defendants. The Gloo- 
cesterians, in their appeal to the < impartial public,' perti- 
nently observed that the decision of tne question agitated 
respecting them ultimately involved every citizen of the 
commonwealth, and instantly affected the several relig- 
ious orders of Episcopalians, Baptists. Presbyterians, 
Sandemanians, Quakers, and every other denomination 
of Christians, who, in this state, were called $eeiarie$ ** 

* The following extract from the Modem Hiitoiy of Univenaliam. a 
work which ought to be in the hands of all who feel interested in the 
cause of truth, may not be unacceptable to the leader. 

' This case was kept in court for a loog time. Trial succeeded trial, 
and review followed review, at Saiem and at Ipswich, in 1783, and 
1784, and 1785. In the fkll of the latter year a writ of review wm 

' again served, but the final decision was dererred until June 1786, when 
a verdict wm given in favor of Mr, Murray. The conduct of Judge 
Dana attracted particular hotice. The view he had taken of the case 
in former trials was unfavorable to the plaintiff; but a revolution had 
passed in his mind. When he noticed that article in the Constitution 
which directs that monies may be applied by each person to teachers 

. of hie own reliffious sect, he said the whole cause depended upon the 
eonstruotion of that clause. He had before been of opinion it meant 
teachers of bodies corporate j he then thought otherwise ; as th« Con- 
■titation was meant for a liberal purpose, its construction should be of 
a most liberal kind} it meant, in this instance, teaehen of any ] 
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UpGn the objection, that their teacber was not a* pi^e«ehM ' 
cr of piety, religion, and morality, they mildly observed: 
They were not convinced that the question could be detesw 
mined from a revision of the motives he offered as to the 
rewards which are to be bestowed, or punishments iniliot- 
ed in another world ; they rather supposed it should be de* 
cided upon the evidence of his urging the people to piety 
and n^orality, as the foundation of the greatest good of 
which their natures were capable, and as a compliancd 
with the will of their Almighty Creator and Preserrer. 
They beliered, that the scriptures: affirmed, that €rod 
would punish men jfor sii>, even in this world, in a manaev 
which would yJir, very /or overbalance the pleasures to be 
derived from vice. They conceived, that the idea that 
it was necessary to the good order of govemment, that 
the teachers of religion should thunder out the deetrine of 
everlasting punishment to deter men from atrocious crimes, 
which they might otherwise commit in secret, had long 
llteen hackneyed in the hands of men in power, but with- 
out any warrant from reason or revelation. Reason^ 
without the aid of revelation, gave no intimation pf a state 
of retribution beyond the grave : and the gospel brought 
life and Immortality to li^ht: nor said they, was it until 
the Christian church was illegally wedded to state p^icy, 
that men in power dared to hurl the thunders of the Most 
High at thope who ofR^nded against government. But^ 
thev add^d, should the point be maintained, that oourt» 
and juries are authorizeof to determine, whether theteaeh* 
9r of ft reHgtous sect is a teacher of mcHmKly', fiiom hi» 
Qpinion either of the cause, mode, or state of men^ happi^ 
ness or misery it^ another world, or fi*otn hiis opinion o( 
the nature, or proportionp of the rewards fbr virtue, oksthe. 
punishments for vice in a future state, no sect or* dienomi*^ 
na^on could be safe, it being a matter resting en opinion 
only, without any ear^ly tribunal* having fne ability or 
auriiority to settle the question. Suppose an Epiaco-^ 
palian teacher should have an action ha M^ name t» 
recover the money, paid by his hearere. Perhaps he^ 

■ion whatever Je^ or Mahometan. It would be for the Jury to deter* 
niine, if Mr. Murray was a teacher of piety, religion and morality j that 
matter, he aaid, had in his opinion been fuUy proved, l^be oftl^r qu<*- 
tioA, therefore, before them ^Has, if Mr. Mttrmy CJimt within tbe> 
description oftbe Constitution, and had a. right toroquixsethe money. 
' It is my opinion/, he declar«i, * that Mr. Murray comes within the 
descrjjption of the Constitution, and has a riffht to require the money.' 
Having been out all niffht, the jury retomed a verdict in the momiiig* 
ki &vor of the plaintiff." 
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mil^lit be one, who Bubscribed and sworn to the thirtyHune 
articles, the trtUh of which %$ well supported by act ofparlio' 
ment: an objection might be made Irom one of the articles, 
that tells us, God from all eternity elected a certain number 
to happiness, and predestinated all the rest of the human 
race to everlasting misery ; and this of his own sovereign 
will, without any regard to the merit of the one or the demer- 
it of the other. A jury might be found, who would decide 
at once, that this doctrine is subversive of all morality and 
good onler ; for, if the state of every man be unalterably 
fixed from all eternity, and nothing done by him can in any 
wise change the divine decree, why, then the elect may 
conceive themselves justified in seeking to injure those, 
whom God from eternity has consigned to perdition. 

But should an Arminian be in trial, and it appeared he 
taught his people it was within their own power to procure 
future happiness, a jury might not be able to distinguish 
between the prescience and the foreordination of God ; and 
it might be called impiety to allege, that the infinitely wise 
Being did not from all eternity know the ultimate fate of 
all his creatures. It would at least be called derogatory to 
the honor of the Most Hi^h, to suppose any thing to be con- 
tingent with Uim ; and therefore a teacher of such princi- 
ples might in the eye of some persons be viewed as a teach- 
er of impiety and* immorality. From these and various 
other considerations, the Gloucesterians humbly conceived, 
tibiat religion was a matter between an individual and his 
God ; that no man had a right to dictate a mode of worship 
to another ; that, in that respect, every man stood upon a 
perfect equUity ; and they believed that the paucity of 
their numbers, and the prejudices of their enemies, had 
pointed them out as proper objects for the first essay of 
religious tyranny ; hence they rather chose to seek redress 
from the great law, made by the people to govern the 
Legislature, than from the Legislature itself; believing 
they should betray the freedom of their country, if they 
timidly shrunk from a trial, upon the great principles of 
tlie constitution, indeed they seemed to consider themselves 
as the Hamdens of our religious world. 

In the course of the month of September, 1785, a writ 
of review was again served, and the final decision was 
referred, and deferred, until the June of 1786, when a 
eanclusive verdict was obtained in favor of the plaintiffs. 
Mr. Murray was then in the state of Connecticut. We 
transcribe an extract from a letter, which wafted to thb 
•ye and ear of the promulgator intelligence of the emanci- 
pation of his adherents. 
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' Last Tuesday our par^ with' their cloud of ^ 
were present^ and called out at the bar of 4he Supreme 
Judicial Court. The cause was opeaed by Mr. Bradburyi 
and replied to by Mr. Hitchborne; the court adjourned to 
the succeediag morniiig. . I arrived just io seasoa to hear 
it taken up by Mr. Parsons, and closed by Mr. Sullivan* 
I wish for an opportunity to render my acknowledgments 
to this gentleman. He displayed upon this day an elo* 
quence, not less than Roman. The judgea summed up 
the whole. The first was ambiguous, the second waa so 
trammelled, and inarticulate, aa to be scarcely understood; 
but the remaining three have acquired a glory which will 
be as lasting aa time. The conduct of Judge Dana at* 
tracted particular notice. You remember he hert;tofore 
labored against us; there appeared a disposition to travers 
our counsil; in his comments oh the constitution, those 
parts which made for us, he turned against us; he assert- 
ed the tax was not persecuting, but legal; religious socie- 
ties were bodies corporate, or meant to be so; sect and 
denomination were promiscuously used andsynonimous: 
and the whole, was delivered with a sententious gravity, 
the result of faculties, laboriously cultivated by experience 
and study. But a revolution had now passed in lus mind, 
and when he noticed that article in the constitution, which 
directs monies to be applied to the teacher of his own 
religious sect, he said, the whole cause depended upon 
the construction of that clause. He had heretofore been 
of opinion, it meant teachers of bodies corporate; he then 
thought otherwise; as the constitution was meant for a 
liberal purpose, its construction should be of a most liberal 
kind; it meant, in this instance, teachers of any persuasion 
whatever, Jew or Mahometan. It would be for the jury 
to determine, if Mr. Murray was a teacher of piety, 
religion, and morality; that matter, he said, had in his 
opinion been fully proved. The only question therefore 
before them was, if Mr. Murray came within the do» 
script! on of the constitution » and had a right to require the 
money. ' It is my opinion,' he decidedly declared, * that 
Mr. Murray comes within the description of the constitu- 
tion, and has a right to require the money.' The jury 
received the cause, and departed the court at half past 
three. In the evening they returned, with a declaration, 
that they could not agree. The Chief Judge, with some 
asperity, ordered them to take the papers and go out 
aj^ain; they continued in deliberation through the whole 
night. Thursday morning they came in again, declaring 
their unanimous agreement, that the judgment obtained 



Ike pr eceditig year was in nothing err^ne&ks, Thns 4i4t6 
We gained our causre, after trials of sach expectatlen and 
aeVerity. We rejoice greatly. It is the Lord's doings^ 
and marvellons in oAr e^es.' 

Mr. Murray continued uniformly to devote the summer 
months to his multiplied adherents, from .Maryland tc 
New-Hampshire: in what manner, is copiously described 
in his Letters and Sketches of Sermons. In the February 
of I783i we find the preacher, as usual, deeply interested 
in the cause of his Great Master, and suffffesting, in a 
letter to hi^ friend and fellow-laborer, Mr. Noah Parker, 
the pi^opriety of an annual meeting olf the heralds of re- 
demption; his words are: 'Indeed it would gladden ray 
heart, if every one who stands forth a public wkness of 
the truth as it is in Jems, could have an opportunity of 
seeing and conversing one with another, at least once 
every year. I believe it would be attended with very 
good effects. Think of it, my friend, and let me know 
the result of your deliberatioti. I think these servants of 
the Most High might assemble one year at Norwich, one 
year at Boston, and another at Portsmouth, or wherever 
it may be most convenient. I have long contemplated an 
association of this description: and the longer I deliberute, 
the more I am convinced of the utility which would be 
annexed to the regulation.' In the September of 1785-, 
the preacher, writing to the same friend, thus expresses 
himself: *Althtiugh veiy much indisposed, I am com- 
mencing a journey to Oxford, where 1 expect to meet a 
number of our religious brethren, from different towns, 
in which the gospel has been preacheid and believed, for 
the purpose of deliberating upon some plan, to de^at the 
designs of out enemies, who aim at robbing us of the 
liberty, wherewith the constitution has made us free. On 
my return, I shall communicate to yon the result of our 
meeting.' Upon the close of the same month of Septem- 
ber, he thus writes : * Well, I have been to Oxford, and 
the assembly convened there was truly primitive. We 
deliberated, first, on a name; secondly, on the propriety 
of being united in our common defence; thirdly, upon the 
utility of an annual meeting of representatives from the 
different societies; and fourthly, upon keeping up a constant 
correspondence by letter. Each of the particulars are to be 
laid befbre the societies, represented by their delegates on 
this occasion, and, if approved, their approbation to be 
announced by circular letters, to the several societies. 
Mr. Winchester delivered a most excellent sermon; his 
subject Was^, ' But though we, br an angel fW>m heaven. 



«#itoflell any other gospel oato you, than tfaait whidh tts 
Bave preaehod unto you, let him be accursed.' By the 
desire of Mr. Winchester, I closed the subject.' 

Thus was a conirention formed, and, we may add, 
ergcnlzed, by the Fathor of Universalism in this country 
Dutj alas! in no len^tlfne, a root of bitterness sprang up« 
wbiohf destroyed his pleasure in the easociation. Yet, m 
the last stage of his pilgrimage, he frequently regretted, 
that his attendance upon this convention had not been 
more uniform; as he might possibly, by his years and his 
expierience, hare met and obviated the difSculties which 
distressed him. Mr. Winchester, searching the bible for 
argumettls to confute Mr. Murray, became himself a 
UBiv<ersaiist, but he was a Universalist of the Chaunciav 
school. Ho was a man of pure morals, and an ardent 
lover of the Redeemer. 

At this period, in addition to the houses erected in 
Gloucester, and in Portsmouth, a convenient place for 
pubMo worship was procured by the Universalists in the 
city of Philadelphia; and, in the city of New York, a 
efaoroh bad been purchased, which they forbore to open, 
until it could be dedicated by the peace-speaking voice of 
the promulgator. In the course of the autumn or winter 
of I78&, tbo Rostonians purchased a meeting-house in 
Bennet-street. Tins house they enlarged and beautified; 
h^rs Mr. Murray was occasionally their officiating minis* 
ter. And in the metropolis of Pennsylvania, New Yorkj 
and MasBsefausetts, he was earnestly solicited to take up 
kb residence. 

Previous to the decision obtained by the Gloucesteiians, 
a prosecution was commenced against their preacher, for 
performing the marriage ceremony. Persuaded that he 
was commissioned by his God to preach the gospel, and 
knowing ^at he Was ordained by the people to whom he 
administered, be believed himself authorized to receive 
the noptial vows of as many among his adherents, as, 
furnished with the requisite certificates, made application 
to him for this purpose A single instance was selected 
by his implacable foes, and a special verdict obtained, 
which condemned the preacher to pay a fine of fifty 
pounds. But this was not all; he had frequently perform- 
ed the marriage ceremony. Prosecution would most 
unquestionably succeed prosecution; and the sum total of 
multiplied amercements would involve difficulties not 
easily surmounted. Prudence whispered the persecuted 
man of God, that he ought to absent himself until the 
iaterf«renoe of the Legislature could be obtained; and 
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iacllaadon pointed his way over the patbl^as deep, for ikm 
purpose of once more visiting his native shores, hokUi^ 
sweet converse with a few select friends, and folding to 
his filial bosom his venerable mother. Assured of the 
propriety of a step so important to his numerous Ameri* 
can connexions, on the 6th of January, 17dd, he embarked 
Tor England. Noble provision was made for him by the 
Bostouians, and all the expenses of the voyage defrayed. 
Russell, the benevolent Russell, was his fnend. RttaseU 
the philanthropist^ who, like his God, delighted in speak* 
ing peace to the sons and daughters of adversity. Dear 
sympathizing friend of man ! to the children of sorrow thj 
memory is right precious. Had thy stinted abilities been 
commensurate with thy will, the voice of gladness would 
have resounded in every dwelling. Nor Russell aloae: 
many pressed forward, whose liberal hearts devised 
liberal things; and substantial manifestation of affection 
to the preacher were abundant and munificent. 

During Mr. Murray's absence, the Legislature waa ad- 
dressed. We regret that we cannot exhiUt a complete 
copy of the petitions which were presented, but aueh^ex* 
tracts, as we can command, we transcribe: 

' To the honorable Senate, and the House of Represen- 
tatives of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, assembled 
in Boston, in February, 1788; John Murray, of Glouces- 
ter, in the county of £ssex, would humbly represent te 
your Honors that about seventeen years ago, he came in-» 
to this country which he considered as the assyium of re- 
ligion and benevolence; that on his arrival he began to 
preach the gospel of peace; in doing which he met with 
many cordial friends some of whom, namely, a society o^ 
^ristians in Gloucester, distinguished themselves by their 
kjttiform attachment to the message, and the messenger* 
<md after your petitioner had occasionally labored among 
them, for a considerable time, they associated together, as 
an Independent church, built a mceting*hou8e, and invi^ 
ted your petitioner to reside with them, as their settled 
minister; and, in the month of December, iu the year 
1780, did appoint, set apart and ordain him to the work of 
the ministry, and to be their teacher of pipty, religion, and 
morality; that ever since that period, he has considered 
himself, aud has been considered by the people he has 
statedly labored amongst, as their ordained minister, and 
though your petitioner has, on sundry occasions, visited; 
and labored amongst his Christian friends, in other places, 
it has always been with the consent of his people, they 
still looking on him, and he on himself, as their ordained 



'VaimatBT. It also sppMirs, that the people, among whom 
rour petitioner has frequently labored, have considered 
ttim in the same light; as they have formally requested 
license of his people of Gloucester, who af^er consultation 
granted that license. Another circumstance that tended 
to confirm your petitioner in the belief of his being an or^ 
-domed nUnUier in the strictest sense of the word, and ac- 
cording to the letter and spirit of the law, was the ^verdict 
^iyen iu faror of him and his people, by the Honorable 
Supreme Court and jury, when, afler suffering much abuse 
from their persecuting opponents in Gloucester, they were 
reduced to the necessity of applying to the laws of their 
oonutry, for redress and protection. But their opponents, 
diasatisfied with the verdict then obtained, demanded a 
review; after which review^ the former verdict was con- 
firmed by the full, and decided opinion of the honorable 
eourt given in their favor. 

* Being thus by constitutional ri^ht, and legal decision, 
establisMd as an independent minister, settled with, and 
ordained by, the joint surffrages of the members of that Re* 
ligious Society, your petitioner supposed his troubles from 
his persecuting enemies were at an end. And upon con- 
sulting eouncil learned in the law, who gave It as their de- 
cided opinion that he was an ordained minister, he pro- 
ceeded to perform the ceremony of marriage to sucn of 
his hearers, who made application to him ibr that purpose. 
But some of his opponents, unacquainted with me inde- 
pendent mode of ordtnoKon, and presuming your petition- 
er was not ordained, because the same ceremonies were 
not made use of in his ordination, to the use of which they 
were aceustomed, brought the question of your petition- 
er's right of offieiating as an ordained minister, before the 
Judges of the Supreme Judicial Court, who gave it as 
their opinion, that he was not an ordained minister, in the 
sense of the law, as the forms of his ordination were not 
sufficiently notorious. Your petitioner, and the people 
who ordained him, conceived his ordination was suffici-' 
ently notorious, as the article was subscribed by ev^ry 
member of the society; and the honorable court consider^ 
ed him a public teacher of Piety, Religion, and Morality. 
Tfau recent adjudication of the honorable Judges has in-> 
volved your petitioner's little fiock, in Gloucester, in ex- 
pense, and exquisite disti'ess; and your petitioner is ruin- 
edr unless your honors can interfere for his relief. He 
must not only, satisfy the heavy penalty already forfeited, 
to his said opponents, and prosecutors, but he is liable to 
fepoated forfeitures of. like pemihies for ev«ry marriage 



he has performed, since be has eonceived himself the imp* 
daiiied minuter of that people, which must involve- his 
frieads ia expense, or consign him to a gaol. Nor is this 
all; supposing his ordination invalid, he is, hj the letter 
of the law, liable to ignominious punishment. JNow» as 
equity is said to be that interferenee of the supreme pow- 
er, which alleviates, where the law, by being too compr&» 
hensive, has involved a case to which it was not perhaps 
meant to extend ; and as he, and his })eople» his oouncil^ 
and the world at large, supposed him ordaioed, as much 
as an Episcopalian, or any other teacher, however dilfer* 
ent the mode of ordination, he most humUy prays your 
honors, to idemnify him for any further proseeutioA, for 
any marriage he may have solemnizecl, under his suppos* 
ed right; and by this means rescue him from the perse^ 
cutitt^ power of his malignant adversaries, restore the 
exercise of religious rites to his oppressed, and afflicted 
people, establish in the Commonwealth, in which he has 
long had his residence, that peace which has beea brokmi 
by the maUce of his enemies. Your petitioaer would in 
person have waited on such committee of your honors, as 
m^ht be appointed to consider this petitiea, but his well 
grounded fef^rs that preoecutioiis would be multiplied up- 
on hiitti by Ibe %eal of his religious advevsariea, has neee»* 
Itatad £m to absent himself from the oountry of his ado|H 
tion, and his dear people^ until such time as the clemeiicy 
of your hoaors might he obtained in his behalf.^ 

The eougregation in Gloucester, addressed the Legi»* 
lature in a separate petition, and the Judges, SuUivaa 
and Dawes, eo<operated with Mr. Russell, in perseveroig 
elTortB to obtain a decision. The petitioas were relerved to a 
committee of three geAtleiUAQ, of great respeetabihty, who 
speedily prepared, and handed in their report, which was 
laid upon the speaker taUe, whence it was drawa forth 
by the speaker q£ the House, James Warren, E^m accep- 
ted by a handsome majority, and sent up to the Senate for 
coneurrenee. The report was called up from the Pvesi- 
deat's tablf^ by the Houorahle Mr Dalton, when after a 
debate of two boum, it passed the Seqate, almost unani- 
piously. This most aeoentahle result was made known to 
the deeply interested Qloueesterians, by a writing, of 
whipb the followijig is a verbatim copy : 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
In the Howe cf Representatives, March nth, 1788. 
Whbekas John Murray, and others, have repreaeoted 
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to this court, that the said Murray, esteeming himself le- 
gally qualified, had solemnized certain marriages, and that 
by a aecision had in the Superior Judicial Court, it was 
determined that the said Murray had no such authority, 
praying that he may be idenmined. Resolved, that the 
said Jonn Murray, be, and he hereby is, indemnified from 
ail pains, and penalties, which he may have incurred on 
account of having solemnized any marriages, as aforesaid, 
for which there has not been any prosecution commenced, 
or had; and the said Murray may, upon trial for any of the 
ofiTences aforesaid, give this resolution, in evidence, upon 
the general issue, which shall have the same operation 
as if specially pleaded. 

Sent up for concurrence. James Warkbn, Speaker, 
In Senate, March i7th 1788. 

Read and concurred. Samuel Adams, President 
Approved, JOHN HANCOCK. 

True copy; attest, 
John Avert, Jun., Secretary, 

Meantime, the persecuted, and now noblt redressed 
promulgator was speeding across the great waters. His 
passage over the Atlantic was uncommonly boisterous: 
the European winter of this year was very severe. More 
navigation, and lives, were lost, in the January and 
February of 1788, upon the tremendous coasts of Corn- 
wall, than had ever before been known, in any one 
season. At length, However, the Chalky Cliffs of his 
native shore met his gladdened view, and the heaven- 
protected vessel cast anchor in the commodious harbor of 
Falmputh. Mr. Murray was an entire stranger to this 
part of England; but, by the Bostonians and Glouceste- 
rians, he had been furnished with recommendatory letters, 
thus worded: 

*Wb, the Subscribers, members of the Christian Inde- 
pendent Church in Boston, do, on behalf of ourselves and 
our brethren, by these presents, certify to all whom it may 
concern, that the bearer, Mr, John Murray,' (settled 
Minister of the Independent Church in Gloucester) for 
more than fourteen years past, hath occasionally labored 
among us, in this place, much to the edification, and con- 
solation of God's people; and we bless God, therefore, 
and most sincerely pray, that the good will of Him who 
dwelt .in the Bush may accompany him on his way, and 
30» 



being Ipm back to his numexou^ fdeod^i richly laden with . 
the Wessings of the Gospel of peace.* 

< Signed by the most respectable members of the 
Church," 

Gloucester, January 4th, 1788, 

* Be it known universally, that We the elders, on 
behalf of the Independent Church of Christ in Gloucester, 
dc certify that the bearer, Mr. John Murray^ is, and 
has been for many years past, our ordained ministei, 
and we pray God to preserve him, and return him to us Jo 
safety.' 

(Signed) Winthrop Sargunt, 

Epes Sargent, 
David Plummer. 

Mr. Murray was received in Falmouth, with fraternal 
kindness. The Sunday succeeding bis arrival, the pulpit 
of a gentleman, once in connexion with Mr. Whitefield, 
was thrown open to him, where he. preached forenoon 
and aflernoon, and continued delivering evening lecture? 
until February 14, when he resumed his journey by land, 
to London, proclaiming glad tidings from the pulpits, as 
he passed along, to which free access was granted him; at 
Truro Cheswater, Tregony, Mevegessey, St Austle 
Looe, in the several churches at Plymouth, and Plymouth 
Dock, Exeter, Wellington, &c. &c., he delivered his 
God-honoring, man-restoring message. Several clergy 
men always attended his lectures, and one gentleman 
accompanied him even to Exeter. We select a few of 
the sunjncts, upon which he delighted to dwell. The. 
lights ordained by the Creator for signs, Genesis iii, 15. 
The dress of the Jewish High rriest, the 1st Psalm, the, 
89th Psalm, Zechariah ix. 9, 1st John, 4, and many 
passages drawn from Isaiah, and the Epistles of the 
Apistles of the Apostle Paul. His manner of passing his 
time, and the devout propensities of his pious heart, may 
"he gathered from a short extract from his journal, a jour- 
aal replete with beauty and interest, to the christianized 
mind, and containing descriptions and remarks, . worthy 
the writer: 

« I am delighted with walking through the fields j the 
gardens are so very beautiful, the fields so very green, the 
linnets and goldfinches so busy on the hedges, preparing 
their habitations. These songsters of the groves, which are 
vocal on every spray, are to me like old and pleasing ac- 
quaintance, not seen nor heard of for a great number of 
years, while the fascinating choristers^ m whom I havs 



Ljr% or RBT. joBir mvheat. 985 

%Bk€n so mlicli deKght, seem bj their cheering ii<>tet, to weK 
eome me as 1 pass along their native fields and hegdges. 
The primroses, and a variety of other sweet flowers, are 
already tn fall bloom ; in short^every thing wears a cheerful 
appearance. How grateful ought I to be to the Author of 
every good, who, in this dear country, follows me with the 
same loving kindness and tender mercy, with which he 
followed nie in the dear country, I have left. The numer- 
ous friends, with whom I occasionally sojourn, are as 
anxious to dfetaiji me with them, and lament the necessity 
of my departure, precisely as did my American friends ; 
their hearts swell with transport, while I nmply declare 
the gospel of the grace of God, and they reiterate their ex- 
pressions of admiration of the gracious words, which God 
enables me to utter, in like manner as did the good Glou- 
cesteriiMJ Elder, Mr. Warner, on my first visit to that 
place. We mingle our supplications and addresses our 
thanksgiving and our praises, and our hearts bum within 
us, while we converse of the goodness of our God, and the 
gracious purposes of redeeming love. Surely it would be 
ill judged, if not cruel, in such circumstances, to dash 'the 
cup of felicity from the lips of these humble dependents 
upon the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, because perhaps 
they do not see to the end of the divine purposes, I never 
will preach any thine but the gospel of God our Saviour^ 
any where ; but I will leave those dear people to draw 
their conclusions, and, in the interim, I Will feed them with 
the sincere milk of the word, that they may crow thereby. 
The inhabitants of this place ^Falmouth; are a very 
friendly religious people. May God ^rant them peace, 
and give them abundant consolation m believing. The 
people every where hear with Americait attektion. 
Clergymen, wherever I sojourn, are generally my hosts. 
Gospel unadulterated gospel is pleasant to the believing 
soul ; I content myself with showing that man is lost by 
sin; that the law is the ministration of death; that the 
gospel is a divine declaration of life, by Jesus Christ, to 
every <»«ature. Yes, I will continue to preach the gospel 
freely to every creature. I will endeavor to point out its 
ginries) and the manv advantages attendant on believing 
the divine report. This, bv the grdce of God, shall still be 
the business of my life. Many clergymen attend me in 
my progress; no less than seven have been among my audi- 
ence at one time ; and on my descending from the pulpit, 
they usually take my hand, and devoutly thank me for 
bearing so good a testimony for Jesus Christ; for speaking 
BO well of the Redeemer, adding, that it is a pity I should 



do aj>y thing but preach. Numbers fiock avound oie^ftiid, 
in fact, were I an an gel descended from above, I could uot 
be followed with more uniform attention.' 
London is two hundred and twenty miles from Falmouth. 
Tne preacher did not reach that metropolis until the 16th 
of March, and his time was most delightfully passed in the 
service of God the Saviour. Upon one occasion, his en- 
trance into one spacious place of worship was hailed by th« 
musical choir devoutly chanting: 

*• Blow ye the trumpet; blow 

Tiie sladly solemn sound. 

Let all the nations know, 

To earth's remotest bound; 
The year of Jubilee is come. 
Return; ye ransomed sinners home.' 

Yet, even in this short visit to his native island, the pro* 
mulgator went through evil as well as good report.. We 
subjoin a specimen of each. A gentleman of Falmouth, 
writing to his friend in Tregony, thus expresses himself: 

Mr- Murray will shortly be in your town; we have at- 
tended u^ion hiin here with inexpressible delight; three such 
sermons as be has delivered, my ears never before heard; 
such a preacher never before appeared in this town. I am 
convinced his ideas are all his own; I never heard any thing 
like them; his mind seems clearly informed, and his heart 
very much warmed by the love of God.' But the following 
advertisement appeared in a London paper: 

' Mr. Murray is an American, the most popular preach- 
er in the United States. In the conclusion of one of his 
sermons, preached on that continent he endeavored to ^ 
enforce with all the powers of eloquence, the necessity of 
establishing in those States the same Olympic games, wiiicb 
were for many ages esatblished amonff the Grecians.' Bu< 
this was not all; it was ttoried, that be had left 4"^^^^^^ ^^ 
consequence of a criminal proieeution. 

Arriving at London, he was once more enriched l^ th« 
maternal benediction. * He found his venerable parent in 
the enjoyment of a iine green old age, and again she re* 
^iced in the presence of her son. In London, and at 
Hamstead, in the meeting-house once occupied by Mr. 
Whitefield, he delivered his message of peace. Patronized 
in the city of London, by an opulent family, who cherished 
him as a son, he wa9 stronsly solicited once more to take 
up his abode in that metropolis; but the providence of God 
had not so decreed, and, afler continumg there a short 
time, he departed thence, and journied to Portomouth 
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iSMithe pwrpoM of being in readiness ta conmeiiiBe hie re 
tUJtB to America. In Porleraoutli) he was again a eoUtarf 
Btranger; but he had not been more than four iionni in that 
celebrated and important emporium, ere he was engaged, 
by a respectable clergyman, to preach a lecture, which had 
been previously announced. In Portsmouth he tarried two 
weekS) preaching frequently. On his iirst lecture, he was 
aolicitea by a doctor MiUer to accompany him to his habi* 
tatioo, where he abode until he departed from that tewo. 
The circle of his acquainttmce soon became large, among 
whom be numbered verv respectable friends. When the 
clergyman, with whom Mr. Murray associated, dmring his 
last residence in Englands became ascertained of his JtUl 
and comprehen9ive view* of the mitgniiude 0nd extent of 
the redeeming pAi», although very lew adetpted his ideas 
yet they still continued warmly attached te> the preacher 
and the letters they addresse4 to him, after die returt U 
America, which are still in being, would dll a volume. A 
few of the preachers rei^ouses are contained in the vol- 
umes of Letters and Sketches of Sermons. 
Mr. Murray proceeded to Cowes, upon the isle of Wighty 
^nd from thence embarking for America, commenced his 
voyage with a fair wind, which soon chancinff, they were 
ander the necessity of dropping anchor in PorUand harbor, 
where they were long wind bound. His passage was un- 
commonly ]>rotracted; but, fortunately, the passengers uni- 
ted to ffive it every c£arm of which society is susceptible; 
&nd, when we add, that our late respectable President, the 
Honorable John Adams and Lady were of the nuiuber, the 
pleasures of the voyage will be nothing doubted. Books, 
music, and conversation, varied the teaium of the passing 
weeks; nor was the preacher delmrred the exercise of his 
sacred avocation; Mr Adams requested he would officiate 
as their teacher, every Sunday, and accordingly the ship's 
company, and the passengers, were, upon this holy day, 
colled ed round him. His first subject was the third com- 
mandment. They united in their addresses to the throne 
of ffrace, and in hymning the praises of their God. 

Again reaching the shores of this New World, the voice 
of exoneration and of Freedom bade him welcome; and 
the glad acclamations of joy resounded among his conerat- 
alatmg, and most affectionate friends. A summons from 
the Governor to attend a select party at his house, met him 
on the day of his arrival, and every liberal mind partook 
the rational hilarity of the moment. 

The Gloucesterians, determining no more to hazard in- 
ridioiiB persecntion, and its train of evils appointed a d»y, 
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the ClirtslBiw of 178S, on whick to renew, tfao oirdniation 
of their pastor; and, after a8sen>bling, and effectuating 
their purpose, that they might bestow upon the solemn 
transaction ail possible publicity, they procured its in«er« 
tion in the Centinel of January Sd, 1789, from which 
paper we transcribe it verbatim: 

< Last Thursday week, Mr. John Murray was ordained 
to the pastoral charge of the Independant Cbnrch ot 
Christ in Gloucester. After Mr. Murray had prayed, 
and one of the conff rogation had announced the intention 
of the meeting, and presented him, formally, with a call, 
Mr, Murray replied: 

< Persuaded of the truth of the declaration, made by the 
compilers of the shorter catechism, that God's works of 
providence are his most holy, wise, and powerful, preserv- 
mg and governing all his creatures , and all their actions; 
and having a full conviction that the afiairs of the Church 
are, in an especial manner, under his immediate direction; 
and that you my christian friends and brethren, are now 
as formerly, under the directing influence of that divine 
spirit, which, taking of the things of Jesus, and showine 
them unto me, constrained me to become a preacher of 
the everlasting Gospel, and directed ^ou to set me apart, 
and ordain me, to be j^our Minister I now again, with 
humble gratitude to my divine Master, and grateful aflec- 
tion for you, my long tried and faithful christian friends 
and brethren, mo^ cordially accept of this call.' 

One of the Committee then read the vote of the Church: 
* Resolved, that we, the proprietors of the Independent 
Meeting-House in Gloucester, the members of the church 
and congregation usually attending there for the purpose 
of divine worship, do by virtue of that power invested in 
us by the great High Priest of our profession,* the Bishop 
of our souls and the Great and only Head of the Church ; 
and according to the institutions of the first churches in 
New-England, and in perfect conformity to the third arti- 
cle of the declaration of rights, in this public meaner, 
solemnly elect and ordain, constitute and appoint Mr. 
John Murray, of said Gloucester, clerk, to be our settled 
Minister, Pastor, and teaching Elder: to preach the word 
of God, and to inculcate lessons and mstructions of piety, 
religion, and morality, on the congregation; and to do, 
perform and discharge all the duties and offices, which of 
right belong to any other minister of the Gospel, or pub- 
lic teacher of Piety, Religion, and Morality; and it is 
hereby intended, and understood, that the authority and 
rights hereby given to the said Mr. John Murray, to be 



our sotlled, ordained Mioisttr, mud puUie teaeiier; are to 
rcmaiQ in full force, so loog as be shall cootinue to preach 
the word of God^ aad dispeose iiwtructioDs 4»f pie^ reli- 

S'on and morality, coofunnable to our opinions and no 
nger.' 

' The Committee then Bolemslir presented him the 
Bible, saying on its presentation: ' Dear sir. We present 
you these sacred scriptures as a solemn seal of yoiir ordi- 
nation to the ministry of the New Testament; and the sole 
directory of your faith and practice.' His acceptance 
was affecting: as what comes from the heart reaches the 
heart. 

' With my full soul I thank our merciful God, for this 
inestimable gift. With grateful transport I press it to my 
bosom; I receive it as the copy of my Fathbr's Will, 
as the deed of an incorruptible inheritance: as the uner- 
ring guide to my feet, and Ian thorn to my paths. Dear^ 
precious treasure, thou hast been my constant suppcHrt in 
every tryini; hour, and a never failing source of true con- 
solation, f thank you, most sincerely do 1 thank you, for 
this confirming seai, this sure directory; and I pray that 
the spirit, which dictated these sacred pages, may enable 
me to make the best use thereof.' A sermon by Mr. 
Murray, from Luke v. S, succeeded, The harveit U 
great f but ilu labwrera are few , &c. &e. 

* The solemnity, attentiou,and christian demeanor, that 
attended the whole transaction of the ordination,, and every 
other occurrence of the day, gave universal satisfaction to 
a numerous audience.' 

Days of tranquillity now succeeded; weeks, months, 
nay years rolled on, and harmony, unbroken harmony, 
presided. Religion shed her balmy influence, her mind 
irradiating, passion-subduing consolations; and we were 
ready to say, $tability dwelleth even in our times. But 
alas! we too soon experienced that * bliss, sublunary bltssy* 
was not the durable possession of mortality. 

It was in this interval of most pleasant memory, that 
Mr. Murray in the summer of the year 1790, then on a 
visit to his Pennsylvania, Jersey, and New- York connex- 
ions, W8s by the Universalists convened in the city of 
Philadelphia, associated with Mr. William Eugene Iraley, 
to present an address to the immortal Washington, then 
President of the United States. We proceed to transcribe 
the address. 
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, • .To ITBB PitEflPCirY ^» TfifE UotMsO IStATM, 

3^ Addrem of the ComeniioH of the Unnferaal Churchy 
auembied in Fku0delphi», 
*Sir: 

* Permit u« in the imme of the Society which we repre- 
sent, to concur in the numerons congratulations which 
have been offered to you, since your accession to the goT- 
ernment of the United States. I 

* For an account of our principles, we beg leave to re- 
fer you to the pamphlet, which we have now the honor of 
putting into your hands. In this publication it will appear, 
that the peculiar doctrine which we hold is not less mend- 
iy to the order and happiness of society, than it is essen- 
tial to the perfection of the Deity. It'is a singular cir- 
eiKBstaiioe in the history of this doctrine, that it has been 
preached and defended in ev^ry age since the first pro- 
mulration of the Gospel; but we represent the first society, 
processing this doctrine, that have formed themselves into 
an independeitt church. Posterity will hardly fail to con- 
nect this memorable event, with the auspicious years of 
pfeAOE, I.IBERTT, and fVee inquiry in the United States 
which distingmshed the administration of GEimaAL 
Wasriwoton. 

* We join, thus publicly, with our affectionate fellow 
eitizens, in thanlts to Almighty God, for the last of his 
numerous signal ttcts of goodness to our country, in pre- 
■erviftg your valuable life, in a late dangerous indisposi- 
tion, and we assure you, Sir that duty will not prompt us, 
more than affection, to pray that you may lonff continue 
the support and ornament of our country, and that you 
may hereafter fill a higher station, and enjoy the greater 
reward of being a king «tid priest to our God. 

^ Signed in behalf, and by order of the convention, 
*JoHK Murray 
< William Euqeke Imlct 



PafisiDENT's Reply 

' T& the Convention of the Universal Churehi lately aw^ 
Bemhied in Philadelphia, 

* Gektlemen: 
' I thank you, cordially, for the congratulations, which 
you offer on my apointment to the office I have the honor 
to hold in the government of the United States. 
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' It gives me the most gensible pleasure to Und, that, fn 
our aatioa, however different are the sentiments of citizens 
on religious doctrines, they generally concur in one thing: 
for their political professions, and practices, are almost 
universally friendlv to the order and happiness of out 
civil institutions, i am also happy in finding this dispo* 
sition /^ar/ictt/or/y evinced by your society. It is moreover 
my earnest desire, that the members of every association, 
or community, throughout the United States, may make 
such use of the auspicious years of peace, liberty, and free 
inquiry with which they are now favored, as they shall 
hereafter find occasion to rejoice for having done. 

*With great satisfaction, I embrace this opportunity, to 
express my acknowledgments for the interest my a*ffec-» 
tionate fellow citizens have taken in my recovery from a 
late dangerous indisposition. And I assure you, Gentle- 
men, that in mentioning my obligations for the effusions 
of your benevolent wishes on my behalf, I feel animated 
with new zeal, that my conduct may ever be worthy of 
your good opinion, as well as such as shall, in every re- 
spect, best comport with the character of an intelligent 
aud accountable being. 

* G. WASHINGTON.' 

And now, a large number of Mr. Murray's first fHends 
in Gloucester were numbered ivith the dead. He had 
himself again become the head of a family. The times 
were oppressive, and he considered it his duty to provide 
for those of whom he had taken charge. The Bostonians 
were solicitous to hail the preacher, as their settled pastor; 
and it was certain his usefulness would, in the metropolis, 
be more extensive. A partial separation from the Glou- 
cesterians was, by mutual consent, effectuated. It was 
however stipulated, that Mr. Murray should occasionally 
visit them, and that they should be allowed to command 
his presence, upon every distressing, or important exi- 
gence; and the distance being no more than an easy ride 
of a few hours, the adjustment was accomplished without 
much difficulty. Yet did the preacher continue dissatis- 
fied, until the establishment of his successor, in the midst 
of his long loved, and early friends. 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas Jones, a native of Wales, 
whom he had induced, by his representations, to unite 
with him in his American mission, is a gentleman of great 
respectability, of the purest morals, and high in the ranks 
of integrity. Mr. Jones was educated at the college, es* 
tablishedby the Countess of Huntington; in which eon 
31 
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»^xioD he continued, until his attaehment to the doctrii^es 
of the gospel, in their most unlimited import, became the 
signtd for Jiis exclusion. The- installation of Mr. Jones, 
in Gloucester, gladdened the heart of the philanthropic 
preacher, and his satisfaction was complete. The Glou- 
cesterians love and • respect their pastor and, their una- 
nimity is unbroken. They havo erected a new and 
elegant house of worship. In Salem also, and in Ports- 
mouth and Cbarlestown, in New York, and in Philadel- 
phia, commodious buildings are reared to the honor of 
Goo oca Sayiocr. 

On Wednesday, 23d of October, 1793, the installation 
of Mr, Murrav, tookplacein the Universal Meeting-house 
in Boston; the Presiding Deacon, addressed the ghurch 
and congregation : 

^ Brethren, it having pleased the Father of mercies to 
unite in bonds of Christian love and affection the hearts 
of the people, usually worshipping in this place, in the 
choice of Mr. John Murray fur their Pastor and Teacher 
We have accordingly assembled together, at this time 
and place, for the solemn purpose of ratifying here below, 
what we humbly trust is already recorded in heaven. It 
is the duty of all men, at all times, and in all places, 
humbly to implore the direction of the great Head of the 
Church, in all their lawful undertakings.* (Then follow- 
ed an appropriate prayer by Mr. Murray.) After which, 
the Deacon demanded of the church and congregation, as 
they had heretofore expressed their desire, that Mr. Mur- 
ray should become their Pastor, and Teacher, if, at this 
time, they continued of that mind, they would publicly con- 
firm it, by Yote^-whieh was unanimous. ITe then requested 
Mr. Murray's answer, which being given in the aSffimia- 
tive, he concluded his address: ' I, therefore, in the name 
and behalf of this church and congreffation — wpported 
by the constitution of this eommonweatth, declare you, 
John Murray, to be the Pastor and Teacher of this Firet 
Universal Church in Boston; and in their name I present 
unto you the Sacred Volume, as the rule of your faith 
and practice, and as containiug a perfect and complete 
revelation of the perfections and will of God: and I fur^ 
thermore declare unto you, that so long as you continue to 
presich the gospel, as delineated in these sacred pages, which 
IS glad tidings of great joy to every creature, as the purchase 
of the bloodof Immanuel,8o lonff you shall be considered 
as our Pastor, and no longer. And now, dearly beloved 
Sir, ^ I charge thee, therefore, before Ood and the Lord 
Jenu Christ, vfho shall judge the quick and the dead at 
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IBs Jppearingf and His Kingdom; to Preach the Word^ 
be instant in Season, out of Season; Reprove y JRebttke, 
Exhort, with all long Steering, and Doctrine, In aU 
things showing thyself a Pattern of Good Works: In 
Doctrine showing Vncorruptness, Gravity, Sincerity^ 
Sound Speech that cannot be condemned; that he that is 
of the contrary part, may be ashamed, having no Evil 
thing to say of you, A tvorkman that needeth not to b€ 
Ashamed, Rightly Dividing the word of Truth,^ And 
now, sir, commending you with the Church and Congre- 
gation, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you Cher* 
seer, to the care and protection of Him ' that loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood,^ earnestly be- 
seechyig Him to build us all up in unity of the One 
Spirit, and in the bond of peace. Now unto Him who 
i3 abundantly able to perform all these things for us, and 
to present us all faultless before the throne of an Infi- 
nite Majesty, bo all honor, glory, dominion and power^ 
throughout the ages of time, and a wasteless etemit}', 
Amen.' 

Mr. Murray's reply was animated and replete with a^ 
fection; after which, a hymn was performed by the choir 
of singers, accompanied by the organ. Next, an exce^ 
lent discourse by Mr Murray, from 1 Cor. ix, 14: ^For 
Though I preach the gospel, 1 have nothing to glory of: 
for necessity is laid upon me; yea woe is unto me if I preach 
not the Gospel,* A collection for the distressed inhabit- 
ants of Philadelphia succeeded the sermon, and an an- 
them suited to the solemnities of the occasion was most 
admirably chanted. The whole was conducted with strict 
decorum, to the satisfaction of a veiy numerous, respect- 
able, and attentive audience. 

Perhaps no congregation were ever more unanimous, 
and more perfectly satisfied with the pastor of their elec- 
tion, than were the people worshipping in the Church in 
Bennet-Street ; and perhaps no minister was ever more 
unfeignedly attached to the people of his charge, than 
was the long- wandering preacher. Both the minister and 
congregation might truly be said to worship the Most 
Hign in the beauty of holiness. The ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper was administered agreeably to their ideas 
of its genuine import. Parents brought their children in- 
to the great congregation, standing in the broad aisle, in 
the presence of the worshippers of God ; the father re- 
ceived the babe from the hands of the mother, and pre- 
sented it to the servant of God ; who, deriving his author^ 
ity for this practice from the example of his Redeemer, 
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who says, 'suiibr little children to come unto me,' &e. 
&c,, pronounced aloud the name of the child, and receiy- 
ed it as a member of the mystical body of him, who is 
the second Adam, the Redeemer of men. How often has 
his paternal heart throbbed with rapture, as he has most 
devoutly repeated, ^We dedicate thee to Him, to whom 
thou property belongest, to be baptized with hit own bap* 
tisMy in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ohott ; and we pronounce upon thee that ble$3- 
ing, which He commanded his minister$, Motes, Aaron, 
and his Sons, to pronounce upon his people, saying, The 
Lord bless thee, and ke^ thee; The Lord cause His face 
to shine upon thee, ana be gracious unto thee; The Lord 
Hft up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace,'* 

The preacher, however, never surrendered the persua- 
sion, that he whs serU out to preach the gospel, and his 
visits to his far distant friends were frequently repeated; 
yet these visits were always made by the assenting voice 
of the society, and he regarded every individual, congrega^ 
ted under his directing auspices, as in an essential and sol- 
emn sense, his children. A gentleman, attending in tie 
church in Bennet-street, addressing Mr Murray by letter, 
thus observes: * I was very much pleased at your meeting; 
the orderly, respectable, and serious demeanor of your so- 
ciety; their silent and fixed attention upon you, penetrated 
me with sentiments of attachment and satisfaction, and 1 
forbore noc to invoke the providence of God, that no fro- 
ward, or adverse spirit, should interrupt the harmony which 
now so evidently subsists between you.' 

Yes, it is indeed true, that Mr. Murray considered the 
interest of the people of his charge as his own. Most 
fondly did he cherish, and perseveringly did he seek, by 
every possible means, to advance their reputation. He 
sympathized with the afflicted, and largely partook their 
sorrows ; while, so oflen as the course of events brought 
joy to their bosoms, bis eye beamed ^ladnetss, and his 
tongue exulted to dwell upon facts, which illumined the 
hours of his protracted pilgrimage. His voice, at the bed 
of death, was the herald of consolation. Are there not 
uncount^ numbers, still passing on, in this vale of tears, 
who, while attending upon their expiring relatives, have 
witnessed the divine effects emanating from the luminous 
understanding of the preacher, and lighting up a blissful 
smile of anticipated felicity , amid the agonies of dissolving 
nature. To the aged he delighted to administer consola* 
tion; his presence gave a face of cheerfulness to tK^se 
social hoars, which the numerous classes, with whom he 
• Note— See page 819. 
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mingled, were wont to appropriate to enjojment. Chil- 
dren lisped with infantile transport the name of the phi- 
lanthropic preacher, and they were even eloquent in ex- 
pressions of unfeigned attachment. The pleasures of 
young people, if under the dominion of innocence, were 
uniformly sanctioned by their preacher; and his appear- 
ance in well-regulated circles of hilarity, so far from 
clouding, was always considered as the harbinger of high- 
wrought entertainment. If we except a single instance, 
wo do not know, that, through a series of revolving years, 
the harmony subsisting between the minister and his con- 
gregation, suffered either interruption or diminution 
This instance originated in political pertinacity. Party 
spirit occasionally ran very high; and federal and demo- 
cratic leaders were among the adherents of Mr. Murray. 
A July Oration was to be delivered; much invidious dis* 
quisition was afloat; but it is fruitless to delineate; su^ce 
it to say, that this oration, and its consequences, wer« 
pregnant with anguish to an oft-stricken heart; but bless 
ed be God, the threatening aspect of affairs, which seem- 
ed to gather darkness, was soon dispersed, and the sun of 
righteousness seemed to break forth, with renewed splen 
dor. Nor is it wonderful, that trsmsient animosities exist- 
ed; it is rather astonishing they were not more frequent. 
It was truly affecting, it was beautiful, and eminently 
consolatory, to behold persons of the wannest feelings, 
and strongest prejudices, depositing every dissenting, ev- 
ery foreign sentiment, at the foot of the cross, meeting, 
and mingling souls, and emphatically, although tacitly, 
saying to every minor consideration, 'Tarry ye here, 
while we go up to worship.' 

Too soon have the years of felicity fled away. They 
rise to view like the vision of some blissful era, which we 
have imagined^ not realized. Suddenly we were aroused 
from our dream of security; the torpid hand of palsy 
blighted our dearest hopes; the Preacher, the Head, tho 
Husband, the Father, was in a moment precipitated firom 
a state of high health, and prostrated beneath the tremen* 
dous stroke of the fell destroyer. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Msem^d amHmtedJrmn October^ 1809, to September, 1815, 
including the doting scene. 

PortentomlT the deme, dark clood arose ; 

Ijmg was the n^ht, siirchaiged with clnat'riBg woes; 

But, blest Religion, robed in spotleaa white. 

With torch of faith, pointing to realms of light, 

Bf arched splendid on ; wide o'er the brightening waj. 

Leading the saint to nerer-ending day. 

If was upon the nineteenth day of October, one thou* 
sand eight hundred and nine, that the fatal blow was gir- 
en to a Hfe ao valuable, so greatly endeared, so truly pre- 
doua; but, although the corporeal powers of the long 
aetiye preacher becaine so far useless, as to render him as 
helpless as a new-born babe; although he was indeed a 
complete cripple, yet the saint still lingered; was still de- 
tained by the all-wise decree of the Most High, a prisoner 
in his clay-built tenement, nor did his complete beatiiica- 
tion take place until the Sabbath morning of September 
8d, lacking only a few days of six complete years. Tet 
was his patience, so far as we have- known, unexampled. 
No murmur against the iuflictions of Heaven escaped his 
tips; praises of his paternal Creator were still found upon 
his tongue, and the goodness of his God continued his en- 
during theme. Unwavering in his testimony, he repeat- 
edly, and most devoutly, said : < No man on earth is under 
so many obtigaiions to Almighty God as myself; yes, I 
will adore the sreat source of Being so long as I shall ex- 
ist, and everv uiculty of my soul shall bless my redeeming 
Creator^' Yet, it is true, that when the once cheerftu 
oabbath keU$ vibrated upon his ear, he would fi^quently 
lift towards heaven a humid eye, and mournfully articu* 
late: 'Alas! alas! it is not with me as heretofore, when 
I could hear the tribes devoutly say, * Up, Israel, to the 
temple haste, and keep this festal day:' Soon, however, 
his mind was hushed to peace, by calm and iirm confi- 
dence in his God, and he would add — ^< Well, well, when 
/ ofwake in thy likenest, I thaU be iatisfied. We are asleep 
in the present state; we are asleep in the' likeness of the 
earthy man; all our uneasy sensations are unpleasant 
dreams. Pleasures, derived from mere terrestrial enjoy-> 
ments, detached from intellect, are also dreams, and, like 
tne baaelen fabric of a vision shall not leave a wreck be- 
hind. But if my life have been a continued sleep, and 
the greater part of my pains, and pleasures, dreams; yet. 
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vohile this deep $leep has been upon me, the JilnUghty hatk 
instructed me; yes, blessed be- His name, the roof ofHi» 
mouth is as the bestwine,whichgoeth dovm sueeUy, couMitg* 
the lips of those who are asleep to speak. O! for mere of 
this best wine, that my lips may show forth his praise, that 
I may drink and Jorget all sorrow,* 

Thus was the tenor of his mind generally acquiescent, 
and his impatience to le gone was frequently subdued, by 
an operative conviction of the sovereign wisdom, as well 
as paternal love of Deity. His bible was his constant 
companion. Seated by his affectionate assistant, in his 
easy chair, and the book of God opened before him, the 
man of patience, during sir succeeding years, passed the 
long summer mornings from the sun's early beams, in exam- 
ining and re-t;xaraiuing the will or his august Father. 
He had, through a long life, been conversant with a va- 
riety of English authors. Poets, dramatic writers, essay- 
ists, and historians, were familiar to him; he took great 
delight in perusing them; but, travelling through those 
multiplied pages, might be termed his excursions, while 
the sacred volume was his intellectual home. Many 
hours in every day were devoted to the attentive perusal 
of the scriptures, and yet his sentiments were unvaried; 
not a single feature of the system, he had so long advoca- 
ted, was changed. 

Mr. Murray was fond of calling himself the Lord's 
prisoner; and he would add, I am, by consequence, a 
prisoner of hope. During his confinement many respect- 
able gentlemen, clergymen in Boston, visited him. One or 
two repeated their visits, and they apparently regarded the 
now white-haired servant of God with kindness and respect. 
€>ne clergyman questioned him respecting his then pres- 
ent views, wishing to be ascertained if his faith were still 
in exercise, if he were willing to depart, * O yes, yes, yes,' 
exclaimed the long-illumined christian, * the glorious mani- 
festat^ns of divine love still brighten upon me. Right 
precious to my soul are the promises, the oath or Jeho- 
vah; and, sir, so far from shrinking from my approach- 
ing change, my only struggle is for patience to abide, un- 
til the time appointed for my emancipation. I would cul- 
tivate a humble, child-like resignation; but hope deferred, 
.doth indeed too often make the heart sick.* Another gen- 
tleman congratulated him on his apparent convalescence. — 
«0h ! sir,' he returned, 'the voice of gladness suits not my 
present feelings; it is, as if, when I believed, I was voyag- 
ing to ray native shores, where health j happiness, aml^ 
peace awaited me, borne onwards by gales the moflft pf#*' 
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pitious, and supposing myself almost in the moment of 
obtaining the long desired haven, when suddenly driven 
back by some adverse circumstance, instead of being 
soothed by condolence, I am pierced to the soul by the dis- 
cordant sounds of felicitations.' Yet, we repeat, the re- 
vered teacher was in general astonishingly patient, resign- 
ed, anil even cheerful. He was frequently heard to say, 
that he had experienced, in the course of his ooutinement, 
more of the abundant goodness of his God, than through 
the whole of his preceding life; and those, most conver- 
sant with him, could not forbear observing, that the pro* 
tracted period which would in prospect have risen to the 
eye witn a most melancholy, if not terrific aspect, taken 
as a whole, exhibited the saint more equal, calm, and dig- 
nified, than any other six years of his existence. A re- 
spectable gentleman, not of his persuasion, but candid 
and benign, remarked, that his character was elevated to 
no common height; that his uncomplaining endurance of 
Bufifering, and the unwavering steadfastness of his faith, 
had stamped his testimony with the seal of integrity, and 
gave that confirmation to his confidence in his own views 
of sacred writ, which could not fail of rejoicing the hearts 
of his adherents. 

The chamber of adversity was occasionally illuminec. 
by the presence of bl few fast friends ; and owe sympathiz- 
ing, kind-hearted, anectionate brother was so uniform in 
his appearance, with the close of every week, that we 
might almost have designated the day, and the hour of the 
evening, by his approaches. Nor was the demise of his 
teacher the period of his kindness; his countenance, his 
aid, his commisseration, his society, are stillioaned to the 
solitary, the bereaved family. Dear faithful man ! May 
the rich blessings of Almighty God rest upon thee ancl 
thine, until thou hast finished thy mortal career, and may- 
est thou, in the regions of blessedness, renew, with thy be- 
loved teacher, that friendship which, while tenanted in 
clay, thou hast so well known to appreciate. 

To three other gentlemen, devoted adherents to the la- 
mented deceased, warm acknowledgments are, also, most 
righteously due. Their kind, and still continued atten- 
tions, are gratifjring proof of their attachment to him, who 
was so dear to them, and gratitude hath, with mournful 
alacrity, reared her altars in the bosoms of the widow, and 
the fatherless. 

Some strange occurrences were noted, which filled the 
heart of the venerable man of God with sorrow, unutter 
able Borrow. Every thing seemed to point homeward to 
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Ae idcy, and upon Lord's day womibf , Ai^^iMt twenty* 
seventh, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, at four 
o'clock, a.n especial summons was despatched by the Most 
High, to recall his long-tried servant; but alas! we did not 
recognize the messenger; we rather believed, that the cir- 
cunistances, which marked the acknowledged change, 
would look with a friendly aspect upon the health of the 
beloved man, during the succeeding autumn and winter; 




ways elated or depressed, in exact proportion as the mo- 
ment of his departure seemed to advance or recede. The 
progress of the new disease was astonishingly rapid. A 
physician was summoned, who permitted the indulgence 
of hope. On Tuesday, 29th ^ nis complaints evidently 
abated^ insomuch, that while the features of his strongly 
marked face expressed the deepest mortificatiou, he trem- 
ulously exclaimed, ' Am I then once more thrown back, 
the melancholy subject of alternate hope and fear?* On 
Wednesday, every symptom increased, he obtained little 
rest, and hope manifl<stly triumphed in his bosom. Anoth- 
er physician was called in, whose doubtilil answers to 
proposed questions (Cheated much alarm. He seemed to 
consider nature as surrendering her offices. In the coursje 
of Thursday, 81st, he repeatedly and earnestly said, * I 
cannot be sufficiently thankful to God, my Saviour, that 
1 suffer no pain, either of body or mind.* To a younff 
and tenderly interested friend, he smilingly observed, *1 
am hastening through the valley of the shadow of death; 
I am about to quit this distempered state; yet a little mo- 
ment and I shall (be received Into the city of the llvins 
God, with the innumerable companv of the apostles^ and 
spirits of just men made perfect, and I shall continue for- 
ever in the presence of my divine Master.* 

His family solicited his blessing. 'You are blessed,* 
he replied, 'you are blessed with alt spiritual blessings in 
Christ Jesus; and, remember,' he added, fixing his dyin|f 
eyes upon th^m, ' remember, that, however, tried in this 
world, there is another and a better state of things; and 
that, although pierced in this vale of tears by the arrows 
'of unkindness and ingratitude, there is One who lovcth 
jrou, with an everlasting love, apd who will never leavt 
you nor forsake you.' 

On Friday morninj, September 1st, some e;:q)ressioni 

:ave positive proof of his sanity; hut as the day advanced, 

derangement was supposed unquestionable^ and from 
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this hour, until Saturday evening, a little after sunaet, Im 
continued, with few intervals, incoherently repeating the 
most consolatory passages in the book of God. His righ* 
hand was constantly in motion, and when any one ap- 
proached, whatever might be the question, the answcsr 
was ready. ' To Him,' said the expiring christiaOj 
' shall the gathering of the people be, and His rest shall bt 
glorious, glorious, glorious. 1 am blessed with all spiritual 
blessings, in Christ Jesus. Nor I alone, Christ Jesus 
?iath tasted death for every man,^ &c. &rC. These God 
honoring, man-restorine truths, were audibly prticulatedj 
while voice and strength continued; and when speaking 
only in a whisper, to the listening ear applied to his moviug 
lips, it was ascertained that the same consolatory assurances 
still dwelt upon his^ton^e. Was this delirium? or, if it 
were, was it not a delirium irradiated by the powerful in- 
fluence of redeemiuff love? Did not the luminous truths, 
upon which the noUe, the capacious mind, had so long re* 
posed, beam refulgent over the scattering fragments, then 
dissolving, which had for a term of more than seventy 
years, embodied the immortal tenant? 

Almost immediately after sunset, on Saturday evening, 
he ceased to speak; his ri^ht hand no longer waved, and he 
continued in the same position, in which the enduring kind- 
ness of his faithful assistant had placed him, untilsix o'clock, 
Lord's-day morning, September third, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen; when, without a sigh, or a struggle, or 
a sin|^le distortion of countenance, he expired. His long 
imprisoned spirit escaped to the God who eave it. 

It did not appear, through the whole of Friday and Sat- 
urday, that he suffered the least pain except when an at- 
tempt was made to move him. His breath grew shorter, 
and shorter like the sweet sleep of a tired infant, until it 
could no more be distinguished. He departed this life in 
the seventy-fifth year of his age. 

Sacred be the scene which immediately succeeded. We 
do not wish-— we attempt not to lift the veil: but we exult 
in the conviction, that we shall ere long, follow the eman- 
cipated spirit to the abodes of blessedness. 

The interment could be deferred only until Monday 
evening, September 4th. The ebbing attachment of cer- 
tain individuals now reverted to its pristine channel. 
Funeral honors vfere promtly and unanimotuly decreed. 
The children of the society, distinguished by a badge of 
mourning, preceded the body; along solemn, well ordered 
and respectable procession followed the train of mourners; 
private carriages were added to those appointed by tht 



society ; tbe imdy ^ras depcdited upon stands in the aisle 
of theclmrch; the pulpit and galleries were bun? with 
black; religious exereises were performed^ when it was 
entombed with tbe ashes oi* those to whom he had been 
fondly attached. Every thing, which immediately referred 
to the sacred, the inditidual remains of the deceased, was 
liberally provided by the religious adherents of the pro- 
muiffator, and the arrears which vfouid have been due to 
the family, had the vote of March, 1815, been similar' to 
that of March 1814, were paid to a single farthing. 



CHAPTER IX 

Conehuion, 
' And now the feverish dream of life is o'er.' 

Had we talents, we would exhibit a portrait of the 
deceased: But, besides, that we feel ourselves inadequate 
to a task so arduous, we are not perfectly convinced of 
its propriety. Friendship might be too warm, and admi- 
ration too lavish. His colleague has been his eulogist, 
and no friend of the deceased will pronounce the 
panegyric an exaggeration. Perhaps it does not contain 
a more just, or a more happy paragraph than the folio wr 
ing: < Without a second to aid mm, yousatv him pass 
along these shores from Maryland to New Hampshire^ 
like the lonely Pelican of the wilderness^ publishir^ as 
with the voice of an angel, the tidings of everlastir^ life to 
the whole world, in the name, and through the mission of 
ovst Lord Jesus Christ.* 

It has been said that persuasion dwelt upon the lips of 
our philanthropist. The pages of recollection furnish 
many instances of his powerful, and soul-subduinff elo- 
quence. We are impelled to select, from the fading 
record, two facts which are well authenticated: — 

A London mob had assembled in ^reat force, with the 
most destructive and murderous designs. Time-honored 
edifices were to be demolished, and the weapons of death to 
be }>ointed at the most valuable lives. This scene of riot was 
exhibited during the troubles relative to Mr. Wilkes; all was 
tumult and tremendous uproar; an attempt at reasoning 
was stifled by outrageous clamor; the efforts of peace 
officers were fruitless, and the military was on the point 
of being ealled into action, when Mr. Murray, returning 



from some religiou* oieetiog to bis peaoefal kome, found 

himself in the midst of the infuriated rioters, and instantly 
mounting a stand, which opportunely presented, he har- 
rangued the lawless multitude ^ and by soothing their 
prejudices, addressing their passions, and pointing out the 
only legitimate steps for the purpose of obtaining redress, 
he first obtained s^ence, next softened and ameliorated 
their passions, and finally dispersed without mischief tt most 
enraged populace. A nobleman, seizing him by the hand, 
impressively said, < Young man, I thank you; I am ignorant 
of your name, but I bear testimony to your wonderful abili- 
ties. By your exertions, much blood and treasure have this 
night been saved.' 

The second instance which we present is nearer home. 
A motion was made in the legislature of a sister state, then 
province, to raise a sum of money for the relief of the Bos- 
tonians, sufifering from the severe decrees of a British min- 
istry. Mr. Murray attended the debates; the motion was 
seconded, and supported, with spirit and judgment, and it 
was opposed with some violence, and little reason. It was 
out to vote, and lost by a majori^ of twelve persons; Mr. 
Murrav's particular adherents voting against it. It hap- 

red he was, on that day to dine at the house of a Doctor 
, one of the triumphant majority, with several 

gentlemen on the same side of the question, when has pow- 
erful animadversions, and reasoning upon the subject, 
wrought so great a revolution, as to produce a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote, and the motion for succoring the Bostoni- 
ans, passed by a majority of nine persons. 

Mr. Murray has been accused of licentious opinions and 
practices. His letters to his friends would fill many vo^ 
umes; addressed to the private ear of those he best loved, 
they ought to decide upon his opinions; and, for his life, 
perhaps no man of abilities so stinted was ever a greater 
blessing to mankind. We indulge ourselves with giving 
one letter, written to the son of a most intimate friend :— 

*You are placed at school for two purposes: the im- 
provement of your nnder8tandinff,and the formation of vir 
tuous principles. It cannot be doubted that the improve- 
ment of the heart is esteemed by those to whom 70U are 
most dear, beyond the most cultivated intellect. It is your 
business to unite these estimable objects, your heart and 
nnderstanding should be emulous in pursuit of excellence. 
Ethics, improved and elevated by the christian religion, be- 
come the ffttides to real wisdom and solid happiness; these 
they could never have attained in the schools of heathim 
philosophT. It ie not expected that you should tlm» eariy 
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be engaged in the profoaod cBsquisitions of theology. The 
plain doctrines of the religion, which it is hoped you will 
profess, have been explained to you ; but the principal bu- 
siness is to open your heart for the reception of those sen- 
timents and principles, which will conduce to the direction 
of your actions, in the employments and engagements of 
your subsequent life. Permit me, however, to remind you 
of the necessity of reading the scriptures, that is, of drinking 
the sacred waters at the fountain head. But, to read the 
scriptures with advantage, judgment is necessary, and as 
your judgment is not yet matured, you must submit to the 
direction of your instructors. The plainest, and most per- 
spicuous passages will^ for the present, best deserve and re- 
ward your attention. The historical parts of the Old Tes-^ 
tament will entertain you, if you consider them only in a 
classical point of view, as valuable passages of ancient his^ 
tory; but I would call your attention more immediately to 
the books which are most replete with moral instruction, 
such as the Proverbs of Solomon, the Wisdom of the Son 
of Sirach, and the admirable book entitled, Ecclesiasticus. 
I trust the time will come, when the prophecies will most 
pleasingly instruct you; at present you will peruse them 
for the poetical beauties, which they confessedly display. 
Isaiah abounds with fine passages of this description, and 
Jeremiah is by no means deficient in this line. You have 
no doubt read Pope's Messiah, 'and could not but have 
observed, that its most pleasing imagery is selected from 
Isaiah. If you read the Old Testament with a taste for its 
beauties, you will accomplish two important purposes; you 
will acquire a knowledge of the Holy Bible, which is your 
duty, and you will improve your taste and Judgment. The 
New Testament requires the attention of every one, who 
professes himself a christian. You must read it with that 
humility, which becomes a finite being, but more particular- 
ly a young person; you will do well to pay especial at- 
tention to the sermon on the Mount, and to that admirable 
epitome of all moral philosophy, the rule op doing to 

OTHERS, AS WE WOULD THET SHOULD DO UNTO US. if yOU 

pay due obedience to this precept, you will never hesitate 
m determining what part you are, upon every occasion, to 
act. It is proper you should familiarize your mind to the 
Imngw^e of scripture; although you may not fully com- 
prehend the sacred writings, you will thus treasure up in 
your memory many useful passages, which may become in 
future highly consolatory. An early acquaintance with the 
letter of the old and new testaments, has been found sub- 
stantial props through lengthening years; but alj this, my 
4^ 
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dear young friend, will avail but little, unless you add 
thereto prayer and prai$e. Make it therefore a rule, never 
to be violated, to pray night and morning. The Redeemer, 
while clothed in humanity, earnestly and fervently address- 
ed the Deity; forget not, therefore, to offer your piivate 
addresses to the Father of your spirit, at retiring to rest, 
and with the early dawn. Your age is^the age of inadver- 
tance; you enjoy health, and you are' a stranger to the 
cares of the world. Cheerfulness does indeed become you, 
but let me pray you to consider the value of time, and the 
importance of appropriating it to wisdom. Consider your 
parents; the anxiety they experience upon your account- 
most ardently do they desire your improvement. Laudably 
ambitious, they are solicitous that you should be emi 
nent, in whatever profession or employment you may be 
destined to engage. To see you contemptible, would fill 
them with the extreme of anguish; and, trust me, nothins 
will rescue you from contempt, but individual merit, a good 
disposition, adorned by literature, and embellished by the 
lighter accomplishments, and especially elevated by Chris- 
tianity. Your parents have labored indefatigably, to pro- 
mote you; but it remains with yourself to give success to 
their endeavors. The mind is not like a vessel, into which 
we may pour any good quality, whatever the director may 
choose; it is rather like a plant, which, by the operation of 
its own internal powers, imbibes the nutriment afforded by 
the earth. I repeat; it is certain, that instructers can serve 
you only in conjunction with your own efforts. Let mo 
then entreat you to exert yourself, if you have any regard 
for those parents, whose happiness so much depends upon 
your conduct; if you have any regard for your own honor, 
felicity, and prosperity; if you hope to be useful, and res- 
pected in society. 

' Always consider me as your friend and servant, 
JOHN MURRAY.* 
If the testimony of respectable contemporaries; of men 
-who disdained flattery, and whose judgment was unques- 
tionable; who delighted to address our departed friend in 
the strains of panegyric — if these vouchers were permitted 
to decide in his favor, we could produce a cloud of witness- 
es. We content ourselves with a few extracts, from the 
many letters which might be produced. General Greene 
thus writes: 'You may remember, I promised you a letter 
at the close of every campaign. Had I the tongue of a 
Murray to proclaim, or the pen of a Robertson to record, 
u ^<^"''''®»*«es of this campaign should be delineated to 
the honor of America. The Monmouth battle, and the ac» 



.tion upon Rhode-Island, were no small triumphs to us, who 
had so oflen been necessitated to turn our backs. To be- 
Hold our fellows, chasing the British off the field of battle, 
afforded a pleasure, which you can better conceive, than I 
describe. If, my dear Murray, I had before been an unbe- 
liever, I have had sufficient evidence of the intervention of 
Divine Providence, to reclaim me from infidelity: my 
heart, I do assure you, overflows with gratitude to Him, 
whose arm is mightier than all the Princes of the earth. 
In the midst of difficulties, and I have encountered many, 
my heart reverts to you; were you addressing me from the 
pulpit, you could convince me that considering the world 
to which 1 am hastening, I have not the least cause of com- 
plaint — I sigh for an opportunity of listening to the ^ music 
of your voice. 

* Are you and the priests upon any better terms? Or 
are they as mad with you as ever? Well, go on, and pros- 
per, and may God bless you to the end of the chapter*' 
Again, General Greene writes: 'It is, my dear sir, a long 
time since you and I have had a friendly meeting. God only 
knows when we shall be thus blest. It is impossible for me 
to give you an adequate idea of the distress of the once 
happy people of New Jersey; I know your fancy is lively^, 
and your genius fertile; give your faculties full scope, m 
drawioe a picture, and it will still fall far short of the origi- 
nal. How greatly would you be pained were you present: 
you who sympathize with every thine in distress, and feel 
and share the miseries of all around you. Oh, my dear 
friend, may God preserve you from such complicated dis- 
tress. Soon after you lefl me upon Long Island, I was 
seized with a violent fit of sickness; my restoration was un- 
expected, but my health is now confirmed. Oh what would 
I give for a few hours uninterrupted conversation with our 
dear Murray. I beseech you to visit Mrs. Greene in Coven- 
try.' One more extract from the letters of General Greene 
shall suffice. ' Once more, on the close of the campaign, I 
am to announce to my very dear friend, that I am still an 
inhabitant of this globe. We have had a hard and bloody 
campaign, yet we ought rather to dwell upon the mercies 
we have received, than to repine because they are not great- 
er. But man is a thankless creature : yet you, dear Murray, 
know, that the mercies of God are happily proportioned to 
our weakness. Retired to winter quarters, the social pas- 
sions once more kindled into life. Love and friendship 
triumph over the heart, and the sweet pleasure of domestic 
happii^ess, call to remembrance my once happy circle of 
friends, in which you, my dear Sir, appear in tne first rank 
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My fHendship for you is indeed of tbe warmest description. 
My attachment was not hastily formed, and it will not easily 
be relinquished. 1 early admired your talents; your mor- 
als have earned my esteem f and neither distance nor cir- 
cumstances will diminish my affection.' 

Tbe subjoined extracts are from letters written by a 
gentleman of high respectability, in the mercantile, litera- 
ry, and christian world. The first extract is fk>om a letter, 
solicidng a visit from the preacher. 

< The grand tbe glorious expedition, in which you are 
engaged, to disseminate truth, and knowledge; the assur- 
ances we can give yon how little is known here, and how 
eagerly it is wished, that the waysof Ood to man should be 
made manifest,' will, I trust induce yon to make an exer- 
tion in our behalf. My ardent prayer is for your life, and 
health. The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are 
few; yet I trasc in God, that the' b^atris of light will irradi- 
ate this beni^-hrted wcrld, and that he will accelerate that 
eternatl day, y^ketn the Son shall give up the kingdom to 
the Father, and Ched shall be all in all.' 

Yon solicit me to write; my writing can afford yon no 
novelty, for what rntelt^tual ground is there that you have 
not trod or that I dan mark out, which you have not be- 
fore observed. I am wearied vrith reiterated reflection, 
and I pant for tftat sky, where I may range without con- 
finement. The simpte truths of the gospel please me much. 
1 rest in confidence that Christ died for me, rose again for 
my jus^lficallion, and #ifl make me completely blessed; that 
i am essentially united to, and a part of that nature, which 
pervades all space, and a spark of that fire, that shall es- 
cape to heaven, its native seat. I recollect your preach- 
ing ivith pleasure, and I bless God for the light he has been 
pleased to convey to my mind, throngh your instrumentali- 
ty: may ^our labors be blessed vnth success; but I predict 
the geriutne go^el laborers will be but few. Poor man! 
you mast stand singly opposed, without human aid: be 

rfirstraded that the conflict will be inferior to your strength, 
really despise the world, for their treatment of you; but 
you know who says, ' Be of good cheer I have overcome the 
world,* What mildness was there in the majesty of the 
person of the Redeemer! He could have been no other 
thart tbe Deity, enrobed in a mantle of flesh. I venerate 
the liberal, the magnanimous principles of your general and 
your colonel; and I love them for tneir friendship for you, 
and the estimation in which they hold you. It is so rare 
to meet with liberal and enlarged minds, that when I do, 
I exalt at the discovery, and my soul leaps to embrare 



tlMiB. Siiottid you have a vaoam noment, you will do 
well to fill it, by writing to us your children.' 

Never my dear Murray, caa I forget you, while mem- 
ory iiolds her seat in this benighted vale. The impres- 
sions are too lasting to be effaced, and so deeply are they 
marked together, that when the ideas of the ereat redemp- 
tion arise in my mind, those of Relly and Alurray, are in- 
seperabie therefrom, as the mediums throuffh which sub- 
lime truth beamed upon my soul. I am desirous of antici- 
pating that adult age, you so beautifully describe, when 
knowledge shall be conveyed, not by the obstructed tongue 
or tardy pen, but by intuition. But my dear Sir, you must 
wait till that expected day, before I can tell you how much 
I esteem, how much I love you. Among a number of 
things you have taught me, I reckon it not the least, that 
the disposal of human affairs is in the direction of a Being 
whose operations will always produce the best condequen- 
ees. I, however, find it difficult to suppress the iudigna- 
tion I feel at the treatment you receive. What shall cure 
these distempered minds? what shall compose the tumult 
of their frenzy, or rouse their feverish repose? Not the 
skill of an Isaiah, nor the prayers of a Paul ; nothing short 
of the prescription of the grand Physician, who is the Healer 
of the Nations, and the application of that tree, whose 
leaf is for medicine. My wishes for you in this case are 
vain; but I can uever appreciate the aspirations of my 
heart; not that you may be exempt from the conflict, but 
that you may conquer, and you will conquer; your re- 
ward is above, secure from the rage of impotent man, and 
the invasion of the grand adversary of human nature.' 

* To be possessed of your confidence and friendship, 
would be flatteriug to me in the highest degree. My wish- 
es are to deserve both. You do indeed appear to me a ehoaen 
one an elect soul. Call these expressions extravagant, if 
you please, but they are as far short of what I feel, as lan- 
guage is inadequate to the expressions of the refined taste 
of the mind.' 

< Ainon^ the almost innumerable systems, respecting our 
nature, bemg, and our end, in which the world has been so 
perplexed, and have exposed themselves so variously, none 
claims so fair a title to truth as the one you promulgate. 
But the world have not so liberally attributed goodness to 
Deity. Our benignant religion developes the goodness of 
God in the enlightening sun, the fructifying rain, the 
cheering wine, and the nutritious bread; in short, in a 
thousand million examples, ^ith which nature so liberally 
abounds. Indeed, we should seldom be unhappy, did we 
22» 



iMi^ ^OMtantly renlize the presence of a redeeming Cknl. 
1 admire the candor of your mind, which ia eyer stepping 
forth, as the advocate of yoar friends, although I may occa* 
sionally drop from that stand in your friendship, which it 
would be niy pride to maintain: it is a persuasion, which I 
can never relinquish, that the wanderings of «iy heart may 
be reclaimed in an instant. Your letters are under my pil- 
low; I bmd them to me as jjhy lactones, and I attentively 
watch for a moment of leisure, to acknowledge tb«m. 
Murray, should you pass out of time before me, I should 
experience some exquisitely painful sensations. O ! may 
you be for a long, long time to come, invulnerable co the 
shafts of disease; yet why should I wish to turn the dart, 
that will give you passport to a life of bliss and immortality I 
You who agonize at the present state of existence. No, 
let mc neither accelerate, nor retard, even by a wish, that 
period of humanity, but invoke our common Father that 
we may be strengthened by the way, and with faith and 
patience quietly wait the expected release.' 

' Your letter, My dear Murray, is like a great magazine, 
full of instruction and entertainment. Were I to attempt 
to give it due and just consideration, I should write a vol- 
ume, and probably not succeed at last. You say, and I be- 
lieve it, that we shall be built up again upon a superior 
principle. The world is so involved in the wicked one, 
that I am really glad to find any one willing to allow the 
goodness of God, in «iny view; it is at least one step to- 
ward a just way of thinking. I pray you to be content 
with your present standing, you are too infirm to visit far 
from home; where you speak, you are heard by many 
strangers, who enter your Capital, whom you know not, 
but who hear and know you; so I think your station is 
clearly pointed out, to which you do well to adhere. I re- 
gret exceedingly, that I cannot attend your expositions of 
the ceremonial Law, in which I understand you are engag- 
ed. Those laws are a deep, and rich mine of instruction. 
The scriptures are One, like a great Epic; their action is 
0«fc, the Restoratiok of a lost nature. The subordi- 
nate parts evidently point to the great Head and captain 
of our salvation. Go on, my dear Sir, and may you be 
the means of bringinff ifiany sons to glory. Allow me to 
gay, you ought to write more frequently; your diligence 
And activity are well known to me, but it seems incumbent 
upon you to give to the world your explanations of the 
sacred writings. Yes, I repeat, you would do well to be- 
stow some portion of your time to record and elucidate 
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you. The eveat €f your death, however dreaded, must be 
met hy the greater part of your hearers, and, although 
they may have remainiDg to ihera the sacred writings, yet 
yeu are aware, that a preacher is necessary. I have com- 
pared you to some of the general elements of life, whose 
good and salubrious existences are not known, until they 
are lost. I consider you employed in removing the scales 
from the dai^ened eye, forti^ing the timid mind against the 
approaching dissolution of nature, securing it from the blan- 
dishments of delusion and leading it to arm against the 
terrors of calamity and pain. I myself am indebted to you 
in hundreds of instances for light, and most important in- 
formation. I need not repeat my best wishes to you; they 
present themselves to me in full, whenever your memory 
occurs to me. I feel that it is hereafter, when you and I 
are liberated, that I shall derive a part of my happiness 
from the perfection of your friendship. May the least and 
lightest pains infest you here; this is the utmost a mortal 
dare wish, or request.' 

' Yes, my dear Sir, I am now sensible of the value of ex- 
istence; and the insurance of immortality has becoina my 
greatest happiness. The time was, when, to my serious 
moments, immortality appeared garbed in horror; many 
a time have I wished I had never been born; but, blessed 
change, I can now perceive that light, which shined in me, 
even then, — although my darkness comprehended it not; but 
blessed be God, my eyes are at length opened. O ! may 
God, all-gracious, watch over you, and preserve you from 
every evil. The Almighty in great mercy hath loaned you 
to a benighted world; may the rich blessing be long con- 
tinued.' 

< Gratitude, dear and honored Sir, calls upon me to ac- 
knowledge my great obligations for the glorious declara 
tion of those important truths, of which, until I had the 
pleasure of seeing Mr Murray, I was entirely ignorant 
From that blessed era, 1 date the commencement of my 
terrestrial felicity. It is to you, as an instrument, I am in- 
debted for a glimpse of the beautiful harmony of the sacred 
writings; I can now behold, with devout admiration j the 
great salvation promised us by the word, by the oai-h of 
Jehovah, in that holy book, which, although possessed by 
many, is neither understood nor valued, except by a few 
eUeted individuals. I much wish for your continued in- 
struction; and I know you take pleasure in considering it 
your duty to impart your knowledge of the Redeemer to 
the creatures whom he hath purchased with his blood. 
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Would it were the will of God to gite you a pernmiieoi 
standing among tlie circle of my friends, who are bo great- 
ly devoted to you; then, dear Sir, would our heaven be 
commenced upon earth, and all would be one^ continued 
scene of uninterrupted praises and thanksgiving, for the 
great Redemption, wrought out by the death and sufferings 
of our Messed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.' 

* Murray, how greatly you succeed, when engaged upon* 
a theme which I emphatically call tour own, I love to 
hear you speak upon any subject; but on this, you are, I 
had almobt said, divine; your whole soul seems engaged, 
when dwelling upon the Redeemer, and his love to man; 
nothing but the voice of. the God who made you, and who 
hath so wonderfully endowed you, can exceed the honied 
accents of your heaven-inspired tongue. Do you wonder 
that I am daily wishing myself among the number of your 
hearers, your happy hearers ! but how contraste<l is the life 
of a soldier, to that of the peaceful christian seated at the 
feet of Jesus.' 

A respectable gentleman, writing, nearly two years since, 
from the city of Philadelphia, and speaking relative to the 
recent publication of the venerable, the now departed saint, 
gratefully says: ' These volumes, your Letters and Sketch- 
es, are all 1 hoped for, wished, or expected; they are much 
more. I bless God, not only for the treasures of wisdom 
committed to his venerable servant, but also that hia valua- 
ble life has been preserved to accom[)lish this work; a pro- 
duction, which will live, and be read with ineffable delight, 
when the rubbish of ages shall have been consigned to ob- 
livion.' 

Should any curiosity exist respecting Mr. Murray's po- 
litical sentiments, it may be sufficient to say, that he was in 
heart an Ambricak. America was the country of his 
adoption. He was decidedly and uniformly opposed to the 
oppression of the British ministry, and he would have em- 
braced any upright measures to have procured redress; yet, 
perhaps, he would have been as well pleased, had England 
and America been united upon terms of equality and recip- 
rocal benefit; nor can it be denied, that he was, indubita- 
bly, an Anti-Gallican. In our opinion, a total dereliction 
of country stamps miscreant upon the individual, who har- 
bors feelings so reprehensible. England was the native 
country of the preacher; the virtues flourished in his bo- 
som, among which the amor patriae glowed with no com- 
mon lustre. He frequently amused himself with writing 
in numbers, which, so soon as written, he generally com- 
mitted to the flames. The following inartificial lines, 
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written one hour after he received inteUiffenoe of the de- 
mise of the celebfftted aad meritorioue Earl of Chatham^ 
may be considered as a correct delineation of hia political 
views and wishes. 

Swift on the ear of fancy borne along, 
And safely landed on my naitiTe lale^ 
I join the nMmning train, aasembled thero 
And stand unnoticed near Che hallow'd coiset 
I aiark the empty pageantry of state, 
A pageantry, alas ! not empty here, 
For here ate real signa of real wo j 
All ranks, all orders, mingle in the throng } 
Some raise the voice in majesty of wo : 
Some silent stand as statnes^- pole with grief- 
At sight of these, my tear» more copious flow. 

Hark — ^from yon seat a voice assails my ear, 
Than music in its softest strains more sweet. 
Tis Camden • favored sage, exalted chief. 
He calls his mourning country to attend^ 
As thus he pours the elegiac strain. 

' From life's low vale where all was calm repose, 
And, taught by heaven, the mind drank classic lore. 
To the tumultuous scenes of busy life. 
This peerless man, in hour of dread dismay. 
By pit3Fing Heaven, in mercy to our land. 
Was summoned forth. He gracious heard, and came. 

Hailed by Britannia's united vmce; 
His royal master lookM benignly kind, 
And bade him welcome to his arms, his heart ; 
For howfiK/er remote their varied spheres. 
Congenial souls, *t would seem, informed them botk 

No longer viewed as servant, but as friend. 
In all his slovereign's councils he had part, 
Their hopes and feara, their aims and ends the 
The Nation gave her treasures to his care. 
Himself the richest treasure she possessed; 
And aaxioiis eyes from every rank were ntedy 
With serious awe, and stead&st hope to him{ 
Nor were their hopes, their expectations vala« 
New life, new views, fresh vigor aerved his tfn, 
All that was wrong; hit vigUtace set right. 
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And, what was greater far, preserved it sa 
The foes he met (for who from foes is firee) 
Were, to the peerless jewel of his worth, 
Like toiling lapidarj to the costly gem, 
They made its brightness more conspicuoos shiBe. 

The fawning sycophant oft sought his smile, 
But piercing eye-beams striiek the caitiff blind ; 
The foes to Tirtue trembled at his nod, 
While her glad sons flocked horering round their Sir* 
The Merchant watched his eye 3 the sons of Art, 
The swain who turns the glebe, but chiefly he 
On glory bent, who ploughed the watery way, 
Panting to grasp the treasures of the globe. 
He carefully this Pole-Star still obserred. 
And safely voyaged, with this star in view. 
How wild alas ! he'll wander now 'tis hid. 

The secreU of all sUtes, blest heayen-Uught aagtt^ 
To thy perrading eye were all unyeil'd, 
And everj dark intrigue was known to thee. 
The Gallic power trembled at thy nod, 
And proud Castalia, cowering, bent to thee. * 

In dire suspense the awe-struck Nations stood, 
Nor could predict where next would burst the storoot 

Lo ! as he points, our Castles float along. 
And British thunders roll from shore to shore; 
The sooty tribes of Afric shrink appall'd, 
And China's crafty sons distrust their sldll. 

In this great Legislator's hand, our flag. 
Like that fam'd wand into a serpent chang'd^ 
Aa Hebrew sages sung in days of yore, 
Made every other flag obsequious bow. 
And every Nation own'd or felt his power. 
But, while remotest lands through fear obeyM, 
His grateful Country serv'd with filial lore. 
And every son of Albion shared his care. 

Nor did the British garden, blooming roaiid 
Alone engage the heavenly laborer's toil ; 
With watchful eye he viewed those tender shoot* 
Whilnpe transplanted to Columbia's soil i 
Those tender lambs he gently led along. 
And to their plaints still bent a parent's ear.. 
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^ DetTf much loved ofiBpring of this happy lale, 

With us, sincere, je mourn the common loss j 
With us lament the Father and the Friend : 
But, while our bursting hearts deplore his flight 
Perfidious Bourbon ghastly grins his joy ; 
The Gallic Cock now feebly claps his wings 
And thinks to hear the Lion roar no more. 
Base, treacherous, cringing, dastard slaves, bewuej 
Although our Sun be set to rise no more, 
The moon and stars shall guide the Lion's paw 
To seize thee trembling in thy close retreat. 
Already mark ! he shakes his shaggy mane. 
And growling rises from his murky den ; 
His eye-ballj roll with rage — ^they shoot forth flames 3 
He grinds his teeth, and finds them solid still ; 
He tries his (klws, and finds his talons strong. 
Our groans have rous'd him 3 see, he sleeps no more 
But still the royal issue of this Isle, 
This highly lavored regent of the main, 
Secure may stand, nor fear the Lion's rage. 

What though the Demons of this Land may striv* 
To set the gen'rous Lion on her sons. 
The Lion shrinks — so ancient Bards declare — 
Nor will destroy the issue nobly born. 
But those perfidious, who would set him on, 
With ghastly looks, and souls appall'd by fear, 
Too late shall feel the horrors of despair.' 

But it is the Religionist we are solicitous to characterize; 
and although the sentiments of the preacher may be gath- 
ered from his writings, yet, as this volume may come un- 
der the eye of some individuals, who may not possess the 
publication to which we have so often alluded, it may be 
proper, iu this place to attempt a brief outline of the most 
prominent features in his creed. 

His full soul believed in one Great and indiviMle Fir$i 
cause f or origin of ail created beings; before this great 
First cause One Eternal novo, was, is, and mil be ever pres* 
ent. Every thing which has past, in passing, or shall pass, 
was onlained in His eternal purpose, and actually passed in 
review before Him, ere ever the worlds were formed, or 
countless systems commenced their revolutions. 

The God of our Philanthropist was Omxipotext Om- 
2TIPRK8EKT ; and OMxrisoiEiTT; consequently he performed 
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all his will; waa^ is, and will be, present through all 
space, through time and through eternity. In the ptose- 
cution of His plans, myriads of angels, in their rarious or- 
ders, were by his Omnipotent power commanded into being; 
these cherubim and seraphim, ancels and archangels, sur- 
rounded the throne of the Most Hieh. The morning stars 
sang together, and all the hosts of heaven rejoiced. 

But strange as it may appear to our finite understanding 
fell discord with peace-destroying influence, reared his hy- 
dra, his tremendous head. Various conjectures hover round 
this phenomenon. The origin of evil has exercised intel- 
lects the most profound and erudite; but he, who can de- 
velop the arcana of the Almighty, may claim equalitv with 
his God. It should be our care not to attribute to Deity a 
mode of conduct irreconcileable with rectitude; and to keep 
close to that revelation, which he hath graciously vouch- 
safed to bestow upon us. 

The creation ot man succeeded the fall of the angelic na- 
ture. God said, — Lei Us make man, &c. &c. Sp«*aking 
in the plural, with an eye to the complexity of that charac- 
ter He had predetermined to assume, and, as we before ob- 
served, pa«/,|7r£«6nf, anc^/t^Kt^re, constituted, the token of 
Deity, one complete whole; and thus were important oc- 
currences garbed in language, suited to the elevation of the 
Godhead. In process of time, this august Creator, was to 
be enrobed in humanity and become the son born; was to 
be exhibited as a holt spirit of consolation, taking of the 
things of Jesus, and exhibiting them to tb^ mind, thus speak- 
ing peace. Mr. Murray was at the same time a Unitari- 
an, and a Trinitarian, beholding, constantly beholding 
the trinity in the unity. Let U8 make man in our ima^e, 
after our own likeness, — Yea, verily, man may be consid- 
ered as made in the image, and after the likeness of his 
Creator. The fif^ure is striking; man is a triune being, 
body, soul, and spirit, yet no individual is considered as 
three, but one man, the Trinity in Unity. The Almighty, 
clad in garments of flesh, became the God-Man, and, 
speaking of Himself a« man, he says, my Father is greatet 
than me; while, reverting to the divinity, he affirms, the 
Father and He are One. Philip, have 1 been so long with 
thee, and dost thou say, show roe the Father. < He who 
hath seen me bath seen the Father.' Was this trae,-^ 
or was Jesus Christ an impostor? In this view th« 
scriptures are beautifully consistent. I am God thv. Sav- 
iour: a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me^ 
^Tbis safne evangelical prophet ezultingly exclaims; Isaiab 
ix, 6: Unto us a cnild is born, unto us a son is given, his 
name shalv be called Wonderful^ Counsellor, the mighty 
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Godj the everlanting Fathor, the Prince c(f Peaee. Such 

were the comprehensive yiews of Deity, which became 
more and more luminous to the mental eye of the preacher* 

He believed, that the creation of human beings made a 
part of the divine purpose; in which sacred, uncoutrellable, 
and irreversible purpose, the tohole family of man were 
originally and intimately united to their august Creator, in 
a manner mysterious, and as much bevond our limited 
conception, as the Creator is superior to the creature whom 
He hath formed. 

Adam the first was a figure of Adam the second. Adam 
the first, the prototype; Adam the second, the substance of 
the prototype, the Creator of all Worlds, the Lord from 
Heaven. The sacred scriptures abound with figures of 
this mysterious, this ennobling, this soul-satisfying Union; 
among which, perhaps, none is more expressive than that 
of the Head and Members constituting one body, of which 
Jesus Christ was the immaculate Head. Hence the pro- 
]iriety and necessity, of looking with a singU eye to Jesus 
Christ. We are members of the body of Christ, who is the 
head of every man: Should a single member of this mysti- 
cal IxMly be finally lost, the Redeemer must, through eter- 
nity, remain imperfect. 

A Law was given, to the complete obedience of which, 
everlasting life was annexed; but no individual member 
was ever able to fulfil this Law; it was only the head and 
members collectively in their glorious head, that was fur- 
nished with abilities adequate to a performance of such vast 
magnitude. Yea, verily, voe do indeed break the Divine 
Law, in thought, in word, and in deed, and the lip of truth 
declares, he who offends in one point is guilty of all. 

Why then was the commandment so exceeding broad ? 
To convince mankind of imbecility ; and that the rectitude 
they had forfeited, could never, in their own individual cha- 
racters be regained. But the plan of Deity was without 
an error, the revolution of time ushered in the sreat Repre- 
sentative, or more properW speaking, the Head of the body; 
and the forfeit was paid, full atonement was presented, tne 
ransom given, and, in this hour of nature's jubilee, the 
prodigal family restored to their original possessor. 

To make this truth manifest was the great business of 
our promulgator. He was convinced, uat only he, who 
believed, could be saved; and that he, who believed not, 
was indubitably damned. Hen<;e he has frequently said, 
he did not believe in Universal salvation, because he saw the 
majority of mankind were not saved. But he was a firm 
believer in Universal Redemption; because that sacred 
2« 
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Tolame, which he steadfastly, and unwaveringly teliered 
to be the word of God, assured him the price was paid, and 
the wholo human family was redeemed. 

It was the neglecting to distinguish between salvation and 
redemption, which so frequently drew upon the preacher 
the charge of prevarication, or, as it was termed by Mr. 

C , hiding. An article of intelligence may be an 

established fact; it may most importantly affect us; but so 
long as the mind refuses to admit its authenticity, we are 
undeniably subjected to all those agonizing apprehensions, 
whi^^h we should endure,, if no such fact existed; and it was 
the salvation from these mental suflferings, which Mr. Mur- 
ray supposed consequent upon a preached Gospel; in other 
words, an exemption from those toitures, that conscious- 
ness of condemnation, which is most emphatically describ- 
ed, when it is said, He who believeth not, is, or shall be 
damned. 

Yet it is an established truth, that every believer was 
once o.n unbeliever; every believer, then, was once damned^ 
and it was only when he became a believer, that he was 
saved from those countless agonies, which erst times 
pierced him through with many sorrows . But he was re- 
deemed, the price was paid, ere ever he was called into ex- 
istence. Thus, in this view, redemption and salvation are 
distinct considerations. 

The preacher unhesitatingly believed, all yvho learned of 
the Father would come to Jesus, and that all wou]d finally 
be taught of Ood. He was a decided believer in the doc- 
trine of angels of light, and angels of darkness, of minister- 
ing spirits of light, and of demons stimulating to deeds of 
darkness. He looked forward to a judgment to come, when 
countless numbers, among the children of men, would rise 
to the resurrection of damnation, and, ignorant of the gen- 
uine character of the Redeemer, would call upon the rocks 
and mountains to fall upon them, and hide them from the 
WRATH OF THE Lamb; and, believing himself a humble 
instrument in the hand of God, ordained by Him to the 
ministry of reconciliation, he was never so completely hap- 
py, as when declaring the gospel to be believed; and caliing 
upon men every where, to receive the glad tidings of salva- 
tion. He was persuaded that those, who lied down in sor- 
row, would continue unhappy wanderers, until the opening 
of that book, in which every human being, every membei 
of Christ was written; yet he had no idea of any purgation 
for sin, save what was suffered by Christ Jesus, who, Aj 
Himself, nurgsd our sins. Writing of Mr. Winchester u 
a friend, Mr. Murray thus expressed himself, * Mr. Win 
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Chester is full with Mr. Law, and of course preaches pnn- 
gatorial satufaetion. According to these gentlemen, every 
man must finally be bis own Saviour! If I must suffer as 
much in my own person as will satisfy divine justice, how 
is, or bow can Christ Jesus be, my Saviour? If this /mi^ 
gaioriml doctrine be true^ the ministry of reconciliation, 
committed to the apostles must be faUe; * to wit, God loat 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself , not imputing 
unto them their trespasses,' In fact, I know no persons 
further from Christianity, genuine Christianity, than such 
Uni verbalists.' 

Mr aMuiray supposed the inquietude of unembodied, or 
departed spirits, a natural effect, derived from a cause. As 
unbelievers, they cannot see the things which belong to their 
peace; but he greatly rejoiced, that, however, «ljire«enl en- 
veloped in darkness, there were, and are, things that did 
and do belong to their peace; that the day cometh, when 
whatsoever is hid shall be revealed; and, that at the period 
of the restitution of all things, the word, the oath of Jeho- 
vah was pledged, that every eye should see, and every 
tongue confess. The preacher was persuaded that a few, 
even iu the present dispensation, were elected out of the 
world, to embrace the truth, previous to their passing out 
of time. These judging themselves, are, therefore, not to 
be judged : Saints of God, they shall surround the Redeemer, 
at his second coming, or be caught up in the air to meet 
the. God-Man; aAer which, the whole world shall be sum* 
moned at the imperial bar of the Sire of angels and of men, 
the Creator of all worlds: That a separation will then take 
place; the Judge, the Redeemer will divide them, as a 
shepherd divides bis sheep from the goats; will separate 
every individual from that body of sin and death, of which 
Paul complained, being burdened; from that fallen spirit, 
which attaches to every individual in such sort as to the 
man among the tombs rendering it a truth, that he whe 
sleepeth, apparently alone upon his bed, is, nevertheless, 
still connected with his tormentor, and will so continue,- 
until this glorious day of separation^ and of restitution; 
when these two shall be separated, one from another, the 
one taken the other left. The fallen angels, figured by the 
goats, shall be ranged on the left hand, while the harassed 
human nature, redeemed by the God who created it, shall 
be found on the right hand of the Most High Thus, after 
the world is judged, out of the things written in the books; 
after they are found guilty before God, and every mouth is 
stopped, the book of life shall be opened, in which all the 
members of the Redeemer, every individual of the Human 
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Lord shall be declared denizens of that kingdom^ where 
dwelleth felicity uninterrupted. 

Such were the leading sentiments of Our Unitersalist; 
and he was firmly of opinion, that the doctrines of the Gros- 
pel, rightly understood, would teach uion every where, to 
be careful of maintaining good works, to love one another, 
and in all things to regard the best interests of their 
Brother Maiv. 

Conversant with the preacher upwards of forty years, we 
never knew his testimony to vary, in the smallest degree. 
In joy and in sorrow, in health, in sickness, and in death, 
not a single cloud appeared to gather upon the countenance 
of his Gwi, or to obstruct, so far as it referred to his pros- 
pects, beyond the grave, the clear sunshine of his soul. 

If we except the Rev. John Tyler, Episcopalian minister 
in Norwich, Connecrticut, and the Rev. Edward Mitchell 
in the city of New- York, we do not know that the senti- 
ments of any preacher of Uuiversalism now upon this Con- 
tinent, are exactly in unison with the departed promulga- 
tor. But if they build upon the great foundation, we de- 
Youtly wish them Gods speed; well assured, that those 
who build upon this foundation— go/^, aiher, precious stones, 
Vfood, hay, stubble— every man^s work shall be made mani' 
feai. For the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed 
by fire; and the fire try every man^s work, of what sort it is. 
If any man^s work abtde which he hath built thereupon, he 
shall receive a reward. If any man^s work shall be bumt^ 
he shall suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved s yet so, as 
by fire. 

Mr Murray's last marriage w^as the result of a strong and 
holy friendship, founded upon the rock of ages; and, orig- 
inating in devout admiration of redeeming love, it is fer- 
Tently hoped, and unwaveringly believed, that this anion 
will be perfected in another ano a better Worlo. 

One son, and one daughter, were the offspring of this 
marriage. The son surrendered his innocent Kfe in the 
birth; the daughter still survives, the prop, and consolation 

of her WIDOWED MOTHER, 
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It affords ds a high de^ee of satiBfaction to know 
that at this period in our history a liyelv and increasing 
interest is felt in the life and opinions of the distinguish- 
ed individual, who, by his faithfulness and zeal in a 
good cause, entitled himself to the appellation of the 
I father of Universalism ' in this country. We regard 
it as a favorable omen, that multitudes are at this time 
disposed to award him the meed of their approbation, 
and cherish a heartfelt respect for his name and vir- 
tues — ^to rescue his fair fame from the reproaches cast 
upon it by the opponents of the truth he promulgated, 
and bestow upon his doctrinal views that candid atten- 
tion which their importance demands. Seldom have 
men of the next generation understood the motives, 
appreciated the lalK^rs, or so fully shared the triumphs 
of a predecessor, engaged as he was in a conflict with 
errors at once venerable, and pernicious. 

We do not claim for the venerated Murray the credit 
of having invented a new system of religion; nor do . 
we place him on a level with those who have gained a 
^hort lived notoriety by defending creeds which they 
themselves had made* Neither should we feel justi- 
fied in awarding to him the honor of having discovered 
truths before unknown. Nor do those who find most 
in his talents and character to admire, feel over anxious 
to have him ranked with the greatest reformers that 
have ever lived. But we claim for him the honor of 
having been the friend, and to the full extent of his 
ability, the benefactor of mankind. It may be confi- 
dently affirmed, that his public and private labors were 
not less useful than those of many whose fame, or to 
speak more correctly, whose notoriety exceeds hia own. 
The very genius and spirit of his religion forbid that 
posterity should add any thing to the humble, ^et sig- 
nificant title, by which he chose to be distinguished — 
that of a ' Promulgator of glad tidings'. 
23 » 
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Compared with Calvin, Luther, Wesley, and others 
who have at different periods risen into notice, and 
labored, industriously, and perhaps successfully, to 
uproot old errors, that new ones might be established in 
their stead, he may, at first, seem less deserving of our 
admiration and respect; but when we consider that his 
object was to disonJ^iMi tMe mass of mind — ^to elevate 
the moral nature of our species — and to induce man- 
kind to seek for truth, rather than to be satisfied with 
their present attainments; — and when we consider that 
thougn he was reviled — persecuted — ^stoned^-he did not 
reCwm railing for ralling-«^hat his bands were not 
stakied with blood, nor bis lips polluted with cursings, 
we feel, disepl]^, and gratefully, that when the mist of 
error and prejudice shall have been disfielled by the 
sun-light of truth and righteousness, it will be known, 
and every where confessed, that the first promulgator 
of Universalism in this country, imitated, more closely 
than manv other reformers, the examples of the great 
Master or christians, and that his memory may be as- 
sociated with all that is lovely and of good report. 

His object wlis a benevolent one. He labored to 
faring the moral affections of mankind under the influ- 
ence of tiKise high, sacred, and ennobling principles, 
which a kind heaven has disclosed in the plan of salva- 
tion bv free and impartial grace; — to adorn this earthly 
paradise, not with the productions of another world, 
out with the indigenous fruits and flowers of this, — to 
wuier tham with the dews of heaven, that the love of 
Ood, shed abroad in the hearts of mankind, might pro* 
duce righteousness and peace. And when we consider 
that the sentiments which he promulgated were entire- 
ly at: variance with the religious views which had long 
prevailed in this country, and that, by preaching them, 
ne exposed himself te every kind of opposition, we are 
at a loss to account for that heroic fortitude which led 
him to go forward in the discharge of the duty impos- 
ed upon him, or the success which attended, and has 
followed his exertions, without admitting that he was' 
directed and sustained by a particular providence. 

We need not apologize for introducing into this ap« 
pendix to the Lire of Murray, the follomng beautiml 
and highly interesting extract from a discourse, deliv- 
efred on Nov. 4, ISaS, at Norwich, N. Y. by Rev. A. B. 
Orosh, as it will give the reader a just idea of the 
fruits of Mr. Murray's exertions in the day of small 
things. 
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*^ From what Crifling cirtumstanees do the greatest 
Invents seemingly take tfaeir rise I What apparently 
ehance-produced beginnings does God choose as the 
causes of rovolutions in states, communities, and de« 
nominations ! There are individuals now tiring, who 
were old enough in J770, clearly to remember now, 
events that then transpired. Supnoee yourself such a 
one, and to have stood on the banlu of the Delaware 
in September, of that year — ^what might you have seen ? 

You might have beheld a European merchant vessel 
returning down the river from Philadelphia, whither it 
had sailed on a piece of false information — ^you might 
have seen the vessel, by another mistake, driven into 
Cran))erry Inlet nearly wrecked — ^you nught have be- 
held part of its loading transferred fVom the vessel to a 
sloop, and a sorrowing stranger placed as a jniard over 
it — ^you might have seen the vessel sail out of the Inlet: 
but, by a sudden change of wind the sloop prevented 
from following. Destitute of provisions for himself 
and the hands under his command, the melancholy 
stranger might have been seen going on shore to pur- 
chase some. He might have been watched as, wan- 
dering in the noble forest and resolving to bury him- 
self, and his talents, and his usefulness, in some such 
retired spot, he came to a log house in that beautiful 
wild, and, directed by its inmates, pursued his way to 
another house in search of fish, a sample of which he 
had seen. There you might have beneld a tall man, 
rough and advanced in years, refuse to sell, but offering 
to bestmo on the stranger as many of the finny heap be- 
fore them, as he wanted. Had you continued your ob- 
servations you might have witnessed and heard the 
friendly, yet earnest altercations which succeeded, and 
continued, at intervals, for several days, between this 
inhabitant of the New World, and the stran^^r from 
the Old. You might have heard the aged resident in- 
sisting that the sorrowing stranger should preach to 
them on the following Sunday, and the latter as ear- 
nestly declaring that he would depart for New York by 
the_ first fair wind. 

But the wind changed not. Sunday came, and found 
the sorrowing stranger still the guest of his hospitable 
friend, — and, reluctantly, indeed,she consented to deliver 
his message. Trembling and tearful you might have 
seen him delivering his ffospel message to an auditory 
gathered out of the wilderness, in a house erected, as 
the host declared, expressly for him, and such as preach- 
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ed the ume g06pel~4& a teaxfAe where never befura 
had preacher promulgated the eame glad tidings. 

Sup|*oie you had Imoo there sixty two years ago, and 
heard that sermon-— delivered in despite of so many 
opposing oircumstances, resolves, and determinations-— 
delivered in consequence of so many trifling, but unac- 
countable chance-occurrences, as some would call them 
— Yes; sappose yon had heard that sermon, so full of 
love «uid benignity— -overflowing yoor partial creed 
of mingled blessings and cursings with universal and 
impartial grace — and that you hi^ then gone your way 
in the levity of youth, and the forgetfulness of indifler- 
CBce and prejudice. • • • • 

Now enange the scene. Suppose that now, after 
three score years have elapsed, yon were to journey 
over these States, scarcely remembering that early oc- 
currence of your life, but observantly regardful of the 
changes which half a century has produced in the the- 
ological views, and religious feelings of the people of 
this new and rising empire. 

You could not but hear of Universalists as the^^A 
(if not the fimrtK) in order, in point of numbers, re- 
spectability and talent, among the denominations of 
the land. You would hear that, though persecuted, 
calumniated, and contemned, they were among the 
greatest reading people in the Union; having no less 
than nineteen or twenty periodicals, issuing every 
month at least one hundred thousand sheets to twenty 
five or thirty thousand subscribers, and among at lea$i 
thrice that number of regular readers. You would 
find a Universalist Convention of the New-England 
states, attended by nearly fif^y preachers and hundreds 
of lay delegates — ^that the States of Maine, Connecti- 
cut, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and South Carolina 
had each their State Conventions — ^that in Massachu 
setts, Vermont, New Hampshire, and other States, 
similar Conventions were being organized— that a 
United States' Convention was talked of, and measures 
commenced for its formation^that Associations exist 
in North Carolina, Indiana, and other States where 
conventions are not yet organized — ^that, in the United 
States, there are upwards of six hundred Universalist 
societies and congregations; more than one hundred 
meeting houses owned by them, or in part, and about 
three hundred preachers — ^that, in the southern and west« 
em States the doctrlae is extending its progress fastei 
than preachers can follow to proclaim ana defend it| 
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whRe, in the eftiteni and middle States, mhiietera, lay- 
men, and even whole societies, are embraeing this cal* 
nmniated doctrine, and comtng over to its avowal and 
eupport. You would also find that this * sect, which is 
everjTwhere spoken against/ is awaking to a just sense 
of its dutjr and importance, and is freeinff itself firom 
the fetters of dependence--has established two Semi- 
naries of learning; has devised, and is about progress- 
ing to completion with two others, and has taken a 
stand of disinterested love to untrammelled science 
and knowledge, which must ultimately cause many a 
partial and bigotted institution to tremble under the 
power of reformation to the vcn^ centre, or to crumble 
to dust in the jarring conflict of their slavish measures 
with purified public opinion. 

Astonished, beyond measure, at the numbers, indus- 
try, talents, extent, influence, and rapid spread of a de» 
nomination whose very namty most probably, had never 
saluted your ear sixty years ago, ^ou would seek to as- 
certain the origin of a people diflerlng so widely in 
sentiment f^'om aU others in the land, and increasing, 
so rapidly, in despite of the united opposition of all the 
other denominations. What would oe the increase of 
your wonder on being informed, that the sorrowing and 
Botitude-seeking stranger, whom you beheld, in Sep- 
tember, 1770, (sixty two years ago,) driven into Cran- 
berry Inlet as by accident — whom you saw so providen- 
tially detained there — whom you noticed straying, as by 
chance, to the hospitable mansion of the rude, unletter- 
ed, but kind-hearted Potter — ^whom you heard with 
tears, prayers, and supplications, declining to exercise 
the functions of a preacher — whom you saw watching, 
with much anxiety, but in vain, for a change in the 
wind to carry him to New York before the coming Sun- 
day, and thus forever release him from appearing be- 
fore a congregation — ^whom you heard with much weak- 
ness and trembling, break the hushed stiUness of that 
forest-embowered meeting-house, by proclaiming the 
Gospd with demonstratiott and power, — ih&i lonely, 
sorrowing stranger was JOHN MURRAY — the firti 
avowed Universalist preacher in the United Statee— 
and that sermon, you then heard, was the Ant Univer- 
salist sermon preached in America — and thai meet- 
fnff-house, built expressly by the pious and venerable 
Thomas Potter, for < one of God's own preachers,* in 
die first Universalist meeting-house erected in the 
i^ericu by the hands of man I'' 
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In riew of the foregoing faots, all persons of ingtena 
OU8 minds will be disposed to give Mr. Murray a char- 
acter, and accord to him merits, which shall entitle 
him to an elevated rank among those who, in different 
ages of the church, have entered the field of moral im- 
provement, and who, by their exertions, have secured 
the respect, and excited the admiration of their fellow 
men. Of the truth that he was sincere in the belief 
and maintenance of his peculiar opinions there can be 
no doubt — the best encomium that can be bestowed up- 
on his talents and character, is to be inferred from the 
fact, that the first were universally admitted to be of 
a hi^h order— suiBciently so to entitle him to eminence 
in his profession, and that no charges have ever been 
preferred against him that remain unrefuted. And 
of this latter fact the denomination of which he was, 
under God, the founder, may justly be proud; since the 
novelty and unpopularitv of his views exposed him to 
assaults from " those of the contrary part;" many no 
doubt feeling under solemn obligations to God, to as- 
sail his reputation, and disturb his repose in order to 
prevent bis turning the world up-side aown. Still, he 
did not " daub with untempered mortar," but advanced 
sentiments, which, as foreseen by the more intelligent 
among his enemies, were destined to overthrow the 
then popular divinity of the times, and establish a new 
syster* of faith, not upon the ruins of traditions at once 
venerable and mischievous, but upon the broad, and 
indistructible foundation of the Redeemer's love and 
grace. If, then, with so much to contend with, he ac- 
complished his warfare and came out of the battle-field 
unscathed, we may safely claim for him a reputation 
far — ^very far above that of many others whose names 
and memories have been embalmed in the affections of 
their disciples* 

Here it may be well to remark, that Mr. Murray was 
a person distinguished by peculiar characteristics. His 
sensibility, as we learn from those who were his inti* 
mate acquaintances, was uncommonly acute. Of him 
it may be justly said, that <<he wept with those who wept, 
and rejoiced with those who rejoiced." His sympathies 
were easily excited. In conversation he was free, and 
remarkably interesting, frequently indulging in that in- 
nocent hilarity which made him a welcome guest 
wherever he went. In the discharge of his public da- 
ties, he was always animated, and not unfrequently ia« 
describably interesting; at times apparently absorbed 
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in contempUition upon tke theme of hia dkeourae, and 

overwhelmed with emotions excited by the glories of 
that grace which he proclaimed. Many anecdotes re- 
lated hy his friends who survive him, and many inter- 
estinff reminiscences of his life, might easily be col- 
lected; but this appendix being designed for more 
serious and important purposes, we pass them over in 
silence. 

Such being the character of the man; such his tal- 
ents; such his eminent ministerial qualifications; and 
such the results of his labors, it becomes a question of 
no little importance, How extensively his views have 
afibcted the theology of this age and country; and not 
less interesting, to know in what respects they have in- 
fluenced the religious and moral concerns of mankind. 

In regard to the extent to which the theology of this 
country has been affected by the promulgation of the 
distinguishing views of Mr. Murray, it may be proper 
to observe, that the chanffe ^vhich has been wrought 
does not, as some seem to have imagined, consist in the 
conversion of here and there an individual; nor in the 
leathering of societies in various parts of America; nor 
in the erection of churches, the issuing of periodical 
publications, nor in the establishment of schools and 
seminaries — ^it consists in none of these things exclusive- 
ly. His views have taken a far wider range, exerted an 
influence upon creeds and doctrines which yet retain 
many admirers, and have wrought many improvements 
which are as yet recognized but by a few, and acknowl- 
edged, as the fruits of his labors, bv none, save those 
who have openly avowed their attachment to his prin- 
ciples. True, the friends of liberal Christianity have 
enough to gratify and encourage them, in the facts above 
mentioned — ^in what may be denominated the visible 
seals of his ministry and crowns of our rejoicing — but 
where, it may be triumphantly asked, where is the doe- 
trine that prevailed in this country fifty years ago, that 
has not been more or less affected by the sentiments 
which were advanced, and defended, by Mr. Murray? 

It is sulliciently well known, that a half century ago, 
Calvinism, rank and impure as it came from the hands 
of its author, was the prevailing doctrine of this coun- 
try. It was adapted to the stern and unenlightened na- 
tures of our puritan forefathers: it had been sanctified bv 
the persecutions of its trans-Atlantic opponents; and, 
as common in all new governments, it was, to all ia« 
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Mnti and purpoMs, united witii the iflstitntions and lawi 
of the land. 

Few, perhape, even -among tlwse who remain appa- 
rently firm, in their adherence to the orthodoxy of tnat 
period, are sensible of its grossness and absurmty; and 
yet, bat here and there one ean be found, who is willing 
to undertake its defence. The damnation of infantf 
was then believed, and preached, as among the funda* 
mental doctrines of the gospel. The same may be said 
of the personality — perhaps we might safely add, the 
materiality and ubbiquity of the devil; of tne locality 
of hell; of absolute election and reprobation: of the 
final perseverance of the saints, and many otner con- 
comitants of an erroneous and anti-scriptural religion. 
These dogmas, though still retained in creeds and arti- 
cles of faith, and never openly denounced by calvinis- 
tic churches, have been silently, and without reluctance, 
abandoned. 

The doctrines of the sects who have professed a pi- 
ous abhorrence of Calvinism, but still clung to the dos^ 
ma of endless punishment, may be regard^ as the off- 
spring of a desire (which has always existed in the 
hearts of christians) to shield the character of God 
from the hatred of his creatures, by finding an excuse 
for the creation of intelligent beings with a fixed pur- 
pose to render them forever miserable. The notion 
that some will be forever lost had become so firmly 
rooted in the minds of professors, was so congenial 
with the spiritual pride of their hearts, and conduced so 
directly to the aggrandisement of those entrusted with 
the guardianship of their moral interests, that it was 
next to impossible to eradicate it. To these circum 
stances may be imputed the efforts which were made tc 
modify Calvinism, and the rapid spread of sentiments 
less repugnant to the feelings of mankind, but which 
recognize, in the grand result, the same unhappy doom 
of a portion of the human race. 

Let it now be inquired. What at first rendered it ap- 
parent to the minds of the clergy, that these modifica 
tions and improvements were necessary ? The answer 
is a plain one, and its correctness will hardly be ques- 
tioned. The promulgation of Uni versalisin, the preach-' 
ing of Heofoen^a impartial grace, produced that effect. 
Those who were interested in these matters, were not 
long in being convinced, that, unless some method of 
exonerating God from the charge of deliberate cruelty. 
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wretchediMais could be deviseo, tke people would re- 
ject, with little oercmoDy, the whole scheme of partial 
grace. Hence the rapid spread and popularity of the 
views of the Methodists in tliis country. The idea that 
the Almighty, in gathemg up his jewels, would have 
regard to the fPorA;» of mankmd, seemed less repugnant 
to reason and revelatioB than the Calvinistic doctrine 
that some men and angels were chosen to enjoy eternal 
life, and others consigned to despair * without the least 
foresight of faith, good works, or any conditions per* 
formed by the creature,' and was conse<{uently embrace 
ed with great readiness^ 

The same observations apply to many of the views 
advanced by the celebrated Dr. Hopkins. They hav'-' 
ing been engrafted on Calvinism, and intended to ren- 
der the doctrine of endless punishment less glaringly 
absurd, in the estimation of those who had formerly ad 
hered to it, made considerable progress in the New 
England states, and has had the defect to soften, in 
some measure, the hard features of puritanical theolo* 
gy. How far the mind of Dr. Hopkins himself may 
have been wrought upon, by the sentiments of Mr. 
Murray, it is of course impossible to determine; but 
when we consider that they had not a little conversa- 
tion upon the subject, that Mr. Murray gained manv 
converts in Newport, the place where Hopkins resided, 
and that he published his work entitled *< An Inquiry, 
concerning the future state of those who die in their 
sins," in 1783, about thirteen years after Mr. Murray 
commenced his labors in this country, and that he direct- 
ed his arguments against Universalism and its advocates, 
particularly against Relief, — ^when all these things are 
taken into the account, it is impossible to resist the con- 
viction that Hopkins, while contending against the 
views of Mr. Murray, labored to render his own or- 
thodoxy less vulnerable, by divesting it of some of its 
more palpably odious characteristics. He has been ac- 
cused, by the Calvinists, and no doubt justly, of having 
advanced sentiments favorable to Universalism. — 
'Why,' demanded an opposer of his views — *why 
have not the Universalists, &c. multiplied within the 
bounds of the Presbyterian Church as rapidly aa they 
have in New England ?• ' The answer which he- 
would have inferred from subsequent remarks, is the^ 
same as would be given by any candid person — * be- 

• Ely'f Contrast, p. 267. 
94 
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cause HopkiiMMiiiiiln prevmied ia New Bngluid; * and, 
tboagh designed to render Calvinism less odious^ it en- 
couraged inquiry, and paved the way for its abandon- 
ment. 

The foregping instances have been noientioned to show 
that the labors of Mr. Murray have been eminently 
condu<^ve to the improvement which has taken place 
in the religious affairs of this country. That a great 
change has been wrought no one will deny; and that 
the reformation commenced at the time when Mr. 
Murray began to attract the attention of intelligent 
men of all denominations, is now susceptible of conclu- 
sive proof. It is no more than is justly due to his name 
and memory, to say, that he gave that impulse to the 
mass of mind, which has impelled it onward to freedom 
and liberality; and that the different sects whose creeds 
have been altered to suit the era of better feeling, are in- 
debted to him, as much as to any other individual, for 
the beneficial change which has been wrought in the 
doctrines they proress. 

It has been the singular fortune of Mr. Murray to 
have been claimed by two classes of Christians, both 
agreeing in the belief of the final salvation of all man- 
kind, but difiering in opinion respecting the duration 
of punishment. We are glad that it is so; for it argues 
that both parties are disposed, now, while a recollec- 
tion of his virtues, and the lessons which fell from his 
lips, is fresh in many hearts, to render him the honor 
he earned by his faithfulness. Still we are compelled 
to say that the influence of his name belongs exclusive- 
ly neither to the one, nor the other. His fame, be it 
more or less, is the property of the liberal portion of 
community. His doctrines affect the interests of aU 
alike. He possessed a soul too much under the influ- 
ence of gospel principles, to bequeath his name, or the 
benefits of his labors, to any sect. 

It has been deemed important to compare the views 
of Mr. Murray with the sentiments maintained by his 
highly esteemed fellow-laborer, the pious and talented 
Winchester; and this may be done, to an extent suffi- 
cient to show that, in certain respects, they disagreed, 
while, at the same time, they cherished feelings of pure 
regard for each other. But, in doing this we disclaim 
having any desire to render the comparison invidious, 
by throwing the influence of a name, however sincere 
ly venerated, into the scale against any sentiment how 
ever erroneous in the estimation of those who consider 
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Universalists. 

That neither party may consider him as exclusiyelv 
their own, instances will first be mentioned in which 
the less important opinions which he maintained differ- 
ed from tnose of Universalists of the present time; 
and then some notice will be taken of instances la 
which his views disagree with those of persons who 
(lave chosen to be distinguished from their brethren, by 
the appellation of Restorationists. 

The following are among the instances in which he 
advanced sentiments which are held but by few among 
those now denominated Universalists. We quote his 
own language. ' It is manifest that our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, is both Ood and man. All fullness dwelleth in 
him. He was the God with us. The fulness of the 
God-head dwelling in him was the offended Being; the 
fullness of our humanity in him was the offending na- 
ture. From the fulness of the God-head came the law 
by Moses; through the fullness of the humanity came 
erace and truth.' Letters and Sketches ^f Sermons, 
Vol, 1. p. 81. In this quotation two ideas are ej^press- 
ed from which Universalists now very generally dissent. 
The doctrine of the incarnation of the whole Crod-head 
is pure Sabellianism. The advocates of that doctrine 
express their views as follows. ' The whole God-head 
was incarnated, so that God dwelt in the man Christ 
Jesus, as he formerly did, with a visible fflory, in the 
Jewish teniple.' *We need not multiply words to 
show, that Unitarian Universalism admits no idea of 
this kind. Nor is it now admitted, by Universalists 
generally, that man possesses tvfo natures; and their 
views necessarily conflict with many of Mr. Murray's 
interpretations of scripture, in which he fully express- 
ed and maintained, that human beings were thus coor 
stituted.* i 

Again : His views of the nature of salvation differ 
essentially from those now entertained by Universal- 
bts. He held that all were condenmed in the first 
Adam; and justified by the viearious tUimement of the 
second, Christ. This is evinced by the use he made of 
the following passages. Isa. liii. 4. and Jer. xxx- 
23, with other similar texts. After quoting, in his let. 

♦ Those who are desiroas of examining more minately Mr. M .*■ 
views upon this topic, will find them fully expresned in Letters and 
Sketehea of Sermons, Vol. 1. pp. 45. 50. 49. 62, 8, 4. 89, 6. 88. 
96. 



ter to ntk «fBeted fisdy, l9ie woHs 'BelioM the WbSrl 
wind of the Lord ffoeth forth with fair, a continuing 
whirlwind, it shall faH with pain upon the bead of the 
wielced' — ^he adds, * Either on Jesus Christ who was 
made sm fir im, who is the head of every man', or, finals 
iy, on * that \ikked ' spoken of by the a|K>stle Paul, 
in his second epistle to the Thessalonians^ li. 8. * And 
then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and destroy 
with the brightness of his coming.' Again he says. 
Vol. 1. p. 44. < The soul that sinnedi it shall die, saith 
the prophet^ and this sin, when it was ^nished, brought 
forth death; and as there is no man who liyeth, and 
tstnneth not, so the sentence of death Is passed upon all 
menj and as Gt)d declared he would by no means clear 
the guilty, this sentence has been fully executed on 
erery man. When Jesus died for theungod/y, when he 
died for the sins of die worlds when by the grace of 
God he tasted death for erery man, then^ sm being 
finished, brought forth death. Again he says, ihid, p. 
45. 'Thus Grod, instead of clearing the guilty, exacted the 
uttermost fartliing; hence he is a just God, and a So- 
ffiottr; hence he is just in justifying the ungodly; and 
hence, also, appears the justice of God, in the sufferings 
and death of nim, who in himself, detached from the 
race of Adam, was pure and undefiled, perfectly stniess 
But, it should be remembered, Christ is the head of 
every tnan, the individuals of the lost nature constitute 
the aggregate of our Lord's mystical body, the oompre 
hensive term union is the key by which we unlock this 
mystery, the head and members are united, and the in- 
iquity of the members is visited upon the Mead. Yes,' 
he condnues, ' he bore the- sins of all those who went 
astray, and, thus stondif^ in our place, it was just the 
effect should follow the cause, that death, the wages of 
sin, should fall on the transgressor.'* 

From the fbregoing quotations it will be seen, that he 
heldtoacomj^ete salvation ^om punishment, thtwigk 
the merits of Christ,-^an idea which has been very gen- 
erally abandened by Universalists, as well as by many 
of other denominations, and superseded by the more 
national and scriptural doctrine of salvation from sin 
through the medium of tru^ and grace as communicaf* 
ed by our Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed it is well known, 
taatthe method by which he proved the final salvation 

• ♦ See abo Vol 1. pp. 4«, 50, 65, 88 & 9. where Ws viewi mi 
thig mbject are more fuUy expressed. 



of all meii| and his interpretations of scripture, differed, 
essentially, from those of the denomination generally. 
Still, between him and those who now profess the doc- 
trine of ' the final restitution ' in regard to the restdt 
of the js^ospel plan, there is no disagreement. He be- 
lieved in no future punishment beyond the ' ffreat day 
of the Lord; ^ but held to the complete triumph of eter- 
nal goodness over sin, death, and hell, at, or immediate- 
ly succeeding a final judgment, which, according to him, 
would be a day of triumph for the Saviour, and un 
speakable joy to a ransomed world. 

Having said thus much of Mr. Murray's views, it 
may be proper to go still further, and exhibit his opin- 
ions relative to the future condition of those who die 
in a state of impenitence and unbelief. 

He did not believe that the wicked would be imme- 
diately at death, introduced into the enjoyments of the 
heavenly kingdom. His belief, in relation to this sub- 
ject is thus expressed in his own language. ' He who 
dies in unbelief, lies down in sorrow, and will rise to 
the resurrection of damnation, or, more properly, con- 
demnation. Blessed are the people i/dio know the 
joyful sound; it is they, and they only, that walk in the 
light of God's countenance. If this was not the case, 
where would be the necessity of preaching the gospel 
at all? If, in the article of death, every one for whom 
Christ died were made acquainted with him, and con- 
sequently, with the things that made for their peace, 
why trouble mankind, in life, about these matters? 
Why go forth as sheep among wolves, suffering every- 
thing that the malice of blind zeal can inflict, m order 
to turn men from darkness to light, if the period to 
which we are all hastening, will effectually open the 
eyes of the understanding? If death destroys all dis- 
tinctions, would it not be well to say, 'Let us eat, 
drink, and be merry; for to-morrow we die?' 'We 
are commanded to preach the gospel, and this is a suffi- 
cient reason why we should preach the gospel.' Very 
true; but why are we commanded to preach the gospel? 
Is it not, that faith may come by hearing, and that, liv- 
ing by faith on the Son of God, we may finish our 
course with joy ? But, if every one of tho ransomed 
race are to be equally happy in death, then, although 
they did not live by faitn, they, nevertheless, finish 
their course with joy, nor shall any individual arise to 
the resurrection of condemnation. This may be con- 
solatory, but it is not scriptural. These Sectarians, 
24* 
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tLwnre of tins error, sn^fyport k by another, and, tber^ 
fore, deny a future judgment. 

^ Blessed, saitfa the Holjr tSpirit, are the dead, who die 
in the Lord, they rest from their labours. But if all are 
' alike in death, it may be said. Blessed are the dead, 
who die in their sin, that is in unbelief, for they rest 
from their labours; but this cannot be, since it is only 
those, who believing the word of the gospel, put on the 
Lord Jesus, and having received him as their right 
eousness, sanctification, and redemption, so walk in 
him, that can be said to die in him. These, and these ' 
only, have part in the first resurrection, on whom the 
second deatn can have no power. These, in the resur- 
rection, shall meet their Saviour with transport; tbev 
shall rise to the resurrection of salvation; they shall 
come to Zion with songs; they shall rejoice, while the 
many who are, nevertheless, redeemed, yet unac- 
quainted with the things, which make for their peace, 
and who rise in the second resurrection, shall be filled 
with anguish. It is from these unhappy, despairing 
beings, that the Lord God will wipe away all tears; 
it is from these benighted beings, that the hand of 
divine benignity shall take away the veil. Those, who 
live and die in faith, shall have no tears to wipe away, 
no veil to remove. Tears, weeping, and walling, will 
continue as long as unbelief, the procuring cause shall 
remain. These evils will be done away together, not 
in the article of death, but in the day of the Loro,~ 
when every eye shall see, and every tongue shall con- 
fess to the glory of the Father.' — Life and Sketches, 

At the day of judgment, as before observed, Mr. 
Murray supposed that all sin and misery would end. 
Men are not, according to his views, then to be sen- 
tenced to punishment for their sins, but, as the inherit- 
ance of Christ, to be gathered together in him, and 
made holy and happy. Unbelievers are then to awake 
to a knowledge of the truth; but this is to them the 
resurrection to condemnation, inasmuch as they are 
not, before death, prepared for happiness. But ot the 
two classes he speaks as follows. 

*The believer is, in death, peculiarly happy; he is 
then made perfect in holiness, and doth immediately 
pass into glory. He leaves every thing distressing be- 
hind, and enters into the glory of the Lord. Thus holy 
and thus blessed, he hath part in the first resurrection. 
The second death hath no power over him. He cometh 
not to the judgment; it is the world that v-Jfl be judged 



These fatt'Tlftg judged themselves, shftll not be Judged. 
These are not of the world, these were chosen out of 
the world. These rise to the resurrection of life; and 
instead of foein^ judged, we are informed by an Apostle, 
thatihey shall judge angels. 

The unbeliever is a wretched slave, first to the devil, 
secondly to sin, and thirdly to fear. Pear, we know, 
hath torment: — he is like the prodisai feeding on husks* 
Has he hoper It is the hope of the hypocrite, which 
will make him ashamed; it will be as the giving up of 
the ghost. 

The unbeliever is nuserable in life, and in death, not 
crediting the gospel of God, our Saviour, which declar- 
eth that Jesus died for him: death appeareth to him no 
shadow y it approacheth 0$ « most formidable stUfstanee : 
it is the king of terrors. Not having put on the Lord 
Jesus, the unbeliever dies in his sins; and where Christ 
is, where is fullness of joy, he cannot come: when he 
dies he lies down in sorrow, he leaves all his happiness 
behind him. Death and the grave, darkness ana hell, 
receive him; and when the trumpet, destined to raise 
the dead, shall be sounded, he will rise to the resurrec- 
tion of damnation or condemnation: he will call upon 
the rocks and mountains to fall upon him, to hide him 
from the wrath of the Lamb. The books will be opened: 
he will be judged out of the things written in the books; 
he will be condemned or damned, which words are 
synonymous. Every man will be rewarded according 
to his works. To him who, by patient continuance in 
well doing, did the will of God, glory and honour; to 
him who was disobedient, tribulation and anguish. To 
the Jew /irst, and also to the Gentile. 

For the Lord shall be revealed from heaven in flam- 
ing fire, taking Vengeance on them who know not God, 
and who obey not the gospel, who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of» the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. Then shall he 
say, bring forth these men who would not that I should 
reign over them, and slay them before me. Then shall 
a sword proceed from the mouth of him that sitteth on 
the white horse, with which he shall slay the nations 
They shall be slain as Paul was slain when the com- 
mandment slew him, and he died; every mouth shall 
be stopped, all the world shall be guilty before God, 
confessedly guilty. 

But, blessed be God, another book shall then bo 
opened, and whosoever is found written in this bookt 
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Qhall be saved from the power of the adversary. Bat 
who are writtea in this book? 

In thy book, saith the spirit, all my members are 
written, and the aggregate of the human family, make 
up the members of Christ's body. The Redeemer will 
then separate his redeemed, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats; placing the fallen angels, who 
have still stimulated the race of Adam to every evil, 
and prevented them from every good — ^placing these 
fallen angels, whose names are not written in the 
Lamb's book of life, upon his lefl hand, while those 
who have been distressed and harassed by their decep- 
tions, thus separated from every evil, shall be placed on 
the right hand. 

And in a letter to a friend, he further says: — * Yes, 
all who are in their graves shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and they who hear shall live. Yes, the 
prince of this world is judged, and the angels who kept 
not their first estate are reserved unto the judgment of 
the great day. The saints, the chosen few, the elect, 
shall be in the judgment seat, judging the world. Know 
ye not that we shall judge angels, said an Apostle. 

The dead in Christ shall rise first. There are, among 
the children of men, but two characters: such who, 
according to the direction of the spirit, put on the Lord 
Jesus, and having lived by faith in him, finished their 
course with joy, and laying down in peace, rise to the 
i*esurrection of salvation; having judged themselves, 
they shall not be judged according to the word of the 
Redeemer, 'judge yourselves, and you shall not be 
judged.' These are the first fruits, the dead in Christ, 
who shall first rise. 

The second description includes those who have not 
believed, because they have not known. They never 
conceived that Jesus died for their sins, and rose again 
for their justification; — ^they lay down with a damning 
consciousness of sin, and of course they must rise to the 
resurrection of damnation. Damnation, so the transla- 
tors will have it; they are extremely fond of this phrase; 
yet they know there is no such phrase in the New 
Testament; but they think it sounds well, more terrific. 
Sir, you know the word thus rendered, should be con- 
demnation; they shall rise to the resurrection of con- 
demnation; and, while continuing in ignorance and 
unbelief, they shall imagine the Lamb is possessed of 
wrath, and under this apprehension we repeat, they 
will call upon the mountains to fall upon them. 



But, «a 1 belbre obmrredj uiother lK>ok w91 be 
«|>on«clj the bdok of Kfb; and the face of the covenng 
will be takeB frem all people, and the veil from all 
nations, and every eye shall see, and every toagne con- 
fess; and every creature in heaven, on earth, and under 
the earth, and in the sea, yea, all of them shall ascribe, 
Blessing, and glory, and honour, to him that sitteth on 
the throne, and to the Lunb forever and ever. And 
there shall be no more EMvrow, nor crying, nor pain: 
all old things shall pass away, and all thiogs shall 
become new. Then, indeed, shall the accuser of the 
brethren be cast out into his proper element, darkness: 
then shall the tables be tumeci upon the adversary, and 
like Haman, he must himself submit to the death he 
intended for Mordecai.' 

We conclude these extracts by one quotation fVom 
his hints, relative to fbrmtng a christian church. — <Yes, 
the books shall be opened, and the dead, both small and 
great, shall be judged out of the tiungs written ia the 
books. Every mouth shall be stopped, and M the 
world become guilty before God; and while conscious 
of guilt, but ignorant t>f a Saviour, and that the Saviour - 
is tne only wise God who hjust even a$ a Savior, they 
shall call upon the rocks and mountains to fall upon 
them, that they may, beneath the covert of the ftilling 
mountains, be hidden firom the wrath of the Lamb. 
But in this judgment, the Judge is the Savior. Here 
all judgment is committed unto Jesus, becuuse he is 
the Son of man, the Son of the offending, suffering, 
affrighted nature. In that future day, upon which G*Mi 
hath appointed the judgment, it is tne Prince and the 
Saviour who is appointed to judge the world in riglit- 
eousness, even that man whom the divine Nature 
ordained. Here, instead of head and menibers being 
judged together by the head of Christ, the diviue 
Nature, the memb!ers are considered, in their distinct 
characters, as good and evil, or believer and unbeliever, 
as children of fight or children of darkness, and judged 
by their own head, for the head of every man is Christ. 

Again, The business of this judgment may be consid- 
ered, in some sort, different from the former. That, 
was to su^r the wages of sin; this, after suffering the 
consequence of unbelief, which is the torment of fear, 
to stop every mouth, that the Lord alone may be 
exalted, and to bring every one into a state of willing 
obedience unto the gospel. In the fbrmer judgment, 
•ID was put away from the lost nature, by the death or 
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BtLcri&ce of the Sariour as the second Adam, so that 
God may behold the>oDce lost and polluted Dature, as 
saved and pure in him. The last judgment is to bring 
each member into the same state in themselves. Once 
more; as in the former judgment, the princ<i of this 
world, who also b called the God of this world, was 
cast out, in the last judgment the whole of the angelic 
nature, who fell from their first habitation, and who are 
reserved in chains of darkness unto the judgment of 
this great day, will, in the character of goats placed on 
the lefl hand of the Shepherd of the sheep, be judged, 
and sent, as accursed, into the lire prepared for them. 
Then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and destroy 
by the brightness of his coming.' 

Having given an epitome of Mr. Murray's views 
upon several important subjects, we are now prepared 
to enter somewhat particularly into a consideration of 
the light in which he viewed the sentiments of his dis- 
tinguished cotemporary, and fellow-^laborer. Rev. Elba- 
nan Winchester, and to notice the tenderness of feelinff 
which the former cherished towards the latter, and 
which we trust was duly reciprocated. 

Mr. Winchester, like the first promulgator of glad 
tidings in this country, was a man possessed of extraor- 
dinary talents, and he adorned them by an elevated 
piety. These great and good men maintained opinions 
which were decidedly dissimilar Still it has ofion been 
said, and may be here repeated, that, unlike many 
cotemporary reformers, they entertained no fbelings of 
enmity towards each other. 

Mr. Winchester became a convert to the doctrine of 
the final restitution, and avowed his change of opinion 
at Philadelphia, in the month of October, 1780. Mr 
Murray at that time resided at Gloucester, Mass. The 
conversion of one so deservedly popular as he seems to 
have been, could not but attract public attention. The 

fladsome intelligence soon reached the ears of Mr 
lurray, who expressed his feelings at the time as fol- 
lows. «« My wish for a union of sentiment among those, 
especially teachers, who advocate the pure doctrine of 
God our Savior, isxa predominating wish. I have 
been accused of assuming the dictator, but the truth is, 
it would give me inexpressible satisfaction to find, in 
every town on the continent, a preacher infinitely supe- 
rior to myself, both for matter and manner. I do not 
think I snould be tortured by envy. God all-graciouS| 
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merease the number of faithful, wett-instrueted labors 
4rs, who may adtniDiater the truth ia righteousness.' 
(Lettert and Sketches, FoL 3,j9. 111.) In acommuni* 
cation addressed to Mr. W., he says — 

< Reverend Sib, — Although personally unacquainted 
witJi you, yet you will not be surprised at hearing from 
me, when you recollect a letter which you have recently 
written to a Mr. B. which has been handed to me, and 
oi which I am mentioned. 

The letter to which I advert contains many excellent, 
because divine truths; and it afforded me, in the read- 
ing, some heavenly sensations. It is so rare to find any 
person on earth speaking the language of heaven, that 
with every other charm, it possesses also the charm of 
novelty. 

Many months have elapsed since public fame brought 
to my ears the soul-reviving intelligence, that a certain 
gentleman who had breathed forth the spirit of Saul of 
Tarsus, was now like the Apostle Paul preaching that 
faith which before he persecuted, boldly affirming that 
in the way the worshippers of antichrist called heresy, 
so worshipped he the God of his fathers. When I heard 
this report, I felt, I believe, much as people in general 
do when they hear the gospel. I thought it was too good 
to be true. I did not, at the moment, attend to the 
power of him who calleth whom he will out of dark- 
ness, and bringing them into bis marvellous light; who 
sendeth them forth to publish his salvation to every 
creature; to proclaim to every creature, that he died 
for their sins, and arose again for their justification. 

However, as public report is so little worthy of credit, 
J determined to suspend my judgment, well persuaded 
».hat if you were indeed a genuine disciple of the true 
Christ, the deceived worshippers of antichrist would 
soon, by their manifold calumnies, sufficiently ascertain 
the fact; for he who said, Lo, I am with you always to 
the end of the world, said also, If ye be of me, the world 
v/ill hate you, and they will thrust you out of the syna- 
gogue, saying all manner of evil of you, falsely, for my 
name sake. But if it is given you on the behalf of 
Christ to believe, I trust it will be also given you cheer- 
fully to suffer for his name sake; nor will you sorrow 
as those without hope, for, blessed be God, our hope is 
Jull of immortality, and therefore it is a hope that maketn 
not ashamed. 

O, the distinguishing grace of God I To you i is 
givea to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but 



to Others m ]Mirables. But light is pot mto yon, u w« 
put a candle in a candlestick, that it may give ti^ht to 
all that arc in the house. Mankind are even now %n the 
house. In God we live, movcj and have our being; but 
they knovo not where they are; if thou hadst Arnoton, 
says our Saviour, who it is that saith unto thee, Give 
me to drink, thou wouldst have asked of him; and he 
would have given thee living water, &c. &€. This is 
life eternal to know him, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom he hath sent; and why? Because Jesus is 
the life of the world. 

Go on then, thou highly favoured of the Lord. I bid 
thee God speed. Go on and preach Jesus and the res- 
urrection. Cry aloud, spare not; tell professors their 
transgressions; tell churchmen their sins, and show 
them that they, on whom the to wer of Siloam fell, were 
not sinners worse than they; tell them that their works 
are evil. They will hate you for this; but remember 
him who hath said. They hated me before they hated 
you; and if they have done these things in the green 
tree, what shall they not do in the dry.?' — [Let. ^ Sk."} 

Their subsequent introduction, and the commence- 
ment of their personal acquaintance is described in Mr. 
Murray*s journal as follows — ' I have a prospect of 
being introduced to a clergyman of great eminence in 
the religious world. He was, I am told, a zealous and 
most inveterate persecutor, of those who professed to 
believe in the doctrines of the gospel, and was diligent- 
ly employed in searching the sacred records, to qualify 
himself to enter the lists as a disputant, should chance 
ever throw me in his way : but being a man of great in- 
tegrity, and remarkable for candor, much to the aston- 
ishment of his clerical brethren, the result of his in- 
vestigation, produced him a Universalist of the Chaun- 
cey school. Yet, this shade of difference I conceived 
would operate as an effectual bar to his intercourse, or 
religious communion with me. However, I have, as I 
said, some reason to expect an interview with this same 
Mr. W , and my expectation originates in a conver- 
sation, of which, considering the event it may produce, 
I think proper to preserve the following minutes. 

• G. Have you ever seen Mr. W ? 

M. No, Sir. 

G. I attend on his ministry. Sir; and but that he is 
too ill to go abroad, I am persuaded he would have 
waited upon you. 

Jtf. I am told Mr. W is ill, Sir, and I very much 



regret his indispositioiu I ^1 thahlt fMl 't» {ir^nt 
him my redp^6tfu) bbftit^iUtt^iit^: 

O, That I will, Sir, with a vtkt dtibl 6f pleiifure. I 
shall be very happy inde^d^ IKr, to carry such a mes- 
sage from you to him. 

M. Well, Sir, I will make you motd hftppy still. I 
Will pray you to assure Mr. W — ^of my heart's best 
afiection, not as a compliment, but with such unfeiffDed 
sincerity, as one servant of the Redeemer ought to cher- 
ish toward another. 

G. Well, sir, I am exceecGngly pleased to be the 
bearer of such a message. 

And thus, as I presume, the way is opened for my 
Introduction to this zealous, benevolent, and most un- 
common man.' 

He further remarks — * I dined yesterday, agreeably to 
promise; many gentlemen were present. But, * by the 
life of Pharaoh, they were all spies.' However, I 
treated them as spies in general are treated, when they 
are not hanged. I gave them something to carry away 
with them. 

My message has been delivered to Mr. W ■ , with 
which he expressed himself exceedingly pleased. He 
would have met the party collected^ had he been 
able; and he expressed a strong desire to see and con- 
verse with me. If requested, I shall certaiilly visit him. 

I have been, by invitation, to visit Mr. W — ; he 
seems tottering on the verge of another World. I have 
been. edified by his remarks; and although I am not 
united with him in sentiment, in every particular, yet 
we join issue in one glorious and fundamental truth, the 
final restoration of the whole posterity of Adam; and on 
this ground I hail him as my friend and brother. Onr 
interview has been extremely affecting : he clasped me 
with ardor to his bosom, and dr6ppea such tears, im 
friends are wont to shed, upon meeting each other, after 
a long and painful separation. 1 anticipate both please 
ure and profit, from associating with tms gentleman.-— 
[LetterB ^ SketehesA 

The kindness of Mr Murray's feelings towards Mh 
Winchester is clearly evinced in the following: — 

* Pray, Sir, said an inquirer to me yesterday^ P^*y> Sir 
did you ever hear Mr. W preach f 

Murray, No, Sir. 

Inquirer. I understand he b tamed qttitei aboai 

Ju, Yes, Sir. 

jfiMf He has frequently prebohtsA in thilipia««u 



M, Sa 1 Mft udd. 

Inq. He was a verjr violent adversary to the truth. 
JH. So I have heard. 

Jnq. But he has out-etripped you now, for he preaches 
the salvation of Devils, as well as men. 
M. So I understand. 

Jhq. But, is theremot as much danger in going beyond, 
as in coming short, of divine revelation ? 

M, I rather think not, Sir. Truth, and nothing but 
truth, is, no doubt, greatly to be desired. Yet, it 
appears to me, there is more to be said in favor of hira, 
who views the mercy of God as boundless, and thus, as 
a consequence, einbraceth every intelligent being; I 
say, such a person deserves more credit, than that indi- 
vidual, whose narrow soul, wholly unaoquaiuted with 
the immensity of divine love, limits the Holy One of 
Israel, to a small number of the human race. Yet, Sir, 
I confess to you, that as the Redeemer passed b)' the 
nature of angels, and took not upon him their character, 
but the nature and character of humanity, I am willing 
to pass them by also; I conceive I am not called to 
preach to the fallen angels, nor do I aim at being wise 
above what is written. 

Inq. But Mr. W insists upon the restitution of 

all things^ is not the restitution of all things a scripture 
doctrine? surely, what is written in scripture, is a scrip- 
ture doctrine. 

JVf. The restitution of all things is undoubtedly a 
scripture doctrine, and I am far from objecting to the 
will of God, if he should choose to make the crooked 
straight, as well as the rough places smooth. Yet, as I 
said, I do not conceive I am sent to. preach to Devils. 
One thing, however, I know; that if God should show 
favor to the deceiver, there can be no doubt of his 
showing favor to the deceived; and although the scrip- 
tures may not, in my view, appear to teach the doctrine 
•of salvation, to fallen, angelic sinners, yet, another ser 
vant of my great Master, under the direction of the 
same spirit, may be permitted to fathom more deeply 
those waters of the sanctuary. 

Inq. Why, I think, you must allow that all things are 
possible with God. 

M. Surely; and I acknowledge it to be an incontro- 
vertible fact, that we know not the extent of his power, 
or of hia grace; and wherever I find a person preaching 
Christ Jesus, as the Saviour of the world, he shall have 
my heart, and my hand, nor will I qujetrr^ with bim. 
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because he thinks too highly of the gtace of Ottr Lord 
•lesus Christ. 

Inq, Do you know if it be true that Mr. W- ■ is a 
preacher of purgatory ? 

M, I really do not know what are his views of an 
intermediate state, as I hare an account of this particu- 
lar, only from his enemies. It is said of me, that I take 
a purgatory into my calculations; but my idea^ are 
wholly confined to the baptism of Christ, where our 
God as a consuming fire hath purified the whole of his 
inheritance; a knowledge of this fact, pur^^eth the con- 
science of the individual who receiveth it from dead 
works, to serve the living God; and when this knowl- 
edge is universally communicated, then shall the right- 
eous shine forth, as the sun, in the kingdom of the 
Father. The views of Mr. W are, perhaps, simi- 
lar to mine; at any rate, there are, from tne same spirit, 
diversity of gifts: and it is proper that we should cher- 
ish toward each other a spirit of liberality.*-[L«*. ^ 8.] 

In a letter to a friend in England, he says—' I be- 
lieve Mr. W. to be a veiy sincere man, and a very 
warm hearted Christian. I think him in an error-^I 
think his plan cannot be supported upon christian princi- 
ples; but he believes it can. I have labored to convince 
him of his error, well persuaded that he would aban- 
don any principle which he could be convinced was 
w rong. But when I hear our divine Master upbraiding 
his immediate disciples, with their hardness of heart 
and unbelief, and yet loving them with an everlasting 
love; w^en I learn that he hath compass'^on on the ig- 
norant, and upon those who are out of the waj, I am 
ashamed of the reserves which I experience toward 
those who differ from me in sentiment.' 

« Since I last wrote to you,' he said in a letter to 
Rev. Noah Parker of Portsmouth N. H. * I have 
seen and conversed with the Rev. Mr. Winches- 
ter. I admire him much; his conduct and expressions 
evince one of the best hearts I have known. 1 have con- 
ceived a very strong affection for him, and to the con- 
fusion of the enemies of the gospel of God our Savior, 
a very large number of respectable hearers have seen 
him and your friend enter the pulpit together, Mr. 

W sang, and addressed the throne of grace, and, by 

his request, I preached. A greater part of his congre- 

fation are enemies to me, because, in their judgment, 
do not sufficiently expatiate upon inward holiness; for, 
although they call themselves Univeraalists, yet Christ 



W, flpt f^^f^teiM; $]f ^nu ^^ ^ hftv^ |Kref^ehea to theiir 
preacher in private, and i have the satisfaction to pra- 
i^Qunce^ th^t 1^^ rqceiv^si the graee of God with avidity 
"-(Lettera and Sketehesy Fot. 2. j?. lU, 113.) 

TJji^ foHowipg W ^ SeroiQi* ky Mr. Murray, delivered 
before the firat meeting of the general coavention of 
Univers^lists, convened at Oxford, Mass. September, 
1 786. The ' l^eJove^ friend,' to whose exposition of the 
gospel he alluded, we^ Mf . Winchester. 

< Our beloved fiiend, and very dear brother, having 
given you a clear fiew of the gospe4, has referred to m^ 
the consideration of the apostolic affirmation — ' Bui 
though we, or an m^dft'omneaven preach unto youan^ 
other gomel^ than^ tXat tohieh. wehaffe preached unto you^ 
let kim be aoturud^' £fuppose, for example, vte who 
have now pi*eaoAied tJicit you are. redeemed from t;hQ 
eurse of the law, in oonsequence of Je^us being made a 
curse for you; that you wbo, be^ng unrighteous, could 
in such a character ha.ve no inheritance in that kingdom^ 
which the unrighteous oaiinot inherit, are now neirs, 
joint heirs with Christ, according to promise, in the 
fulfilment of that prophecy, ^ The name whereby he 
shall be called is the Lord <^r righteousness;^ that we 
who h^ve sinned, and. oft whom, ^6 sinners, the sentence 
had passed' — ' The aoul llmt siooeth shall die;' shall 
live add not die, not in oonsequence of making void the 
law, but in oonFoquence of Jesus dying for us, and that 
in such a way, chat his death was, in the eye of infinite 
truth and justice, considered our death; so that con* 
strained by the love of God, we judfo chat if one died 
fbr all, then all are dead; and that the just, thus dying 
for the unjust, was to bring them to God, and that being 
thus brought to God, he hath accepted u^ in the Belov- 
ed; and that we are complete in him; and that the just 
GtGd, who hath accepted us in our head, will in no wise 
east us out; and that he hath appointed a day, in the 
which he will judge the world in righteousness not by 
themselves; the apostle would not dare to judge himself 
by himself, but by that man whom he hath ordained, 
not only to be the judge of quick and dead, but also to 
be a Prince and a Stavior; to give repentance to the 
impenitent, and remission of sins to the offender. That 
your transgressions are blotted out, and your iniquities 
jMirdoned. That when we all like sbee]> had gone aatray, 



every one to his own way, the Lord laid upon the Re- 
deemer the iniquities of us all, and that having suffered 
for our sins, and put them away by the sacrifice of him- 
self, God is now a reconciled &od, not imputing unto 
the world their trespasses; having made the humanity 
of Christ sin for us, that we may he made the righteous- 
ness of God in him. 

^ Suppose, I say, that we who have thus, by the grace 
of God, authorised by divine authority, preached this 
true, this everlasting gospel, should, through the muta- 
bility of our nature, and that dreadful propensity in our 
evil hearts to turn aside as a broken bow, from the mark 
of the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus— suppose 
we should preach unto you another gospel, assuring you 
that yowr evm obedience to the righteous law must 
exempt you from the curse denounced against law- 
breakers, or you would never be exempted; that you 
must be distinguished from the rest of mankind, who 
are unrighteous, by a change wrought in yourselves, so 
that you may be so fully convinced you are not like 
other men, that you may be aWe in the presence of God, 
to thank him for his discriminating grace, or yon never 
can have any legal or just claim to an inheritance in the 
kingdom of God, and of Christ — ^that sinners not thus 
changed, and made righteous, must assuredly die the 
death, and the unjust assuredly suffer in their own per- 
sons, for their own sins, before they can be brought to 
God; and that should they approach him previous to 
this change, he will assuredly cast them out into the fire 

Srepared for the devil and his angels — For that although 
esus'died for sinners, yet his death in the sight of 
infinite justice was not the death of the sinner, and that 
the sentence passed on the sinner is still in full force: 
the soul that smneth shall die — That we are not accepted 
in' the beloved, nor complete in him; and that therefore 
the just God hath appointed a day in the which he will 

i'ludge the world in righteousness, by that righteous 
aw which condemns the offender to everlasting perdi- 
tion, and sets the obedient free — That on that day the 
sinners of mankind will find that their transgressions 
are not pardoned; that their iniquities were not blotted 
out; that they were not laid upon Jesus; or if they 
were» that he did not piit them away; that he performed 
no more than was performed by the sacrifices under the 
Mosaic dispensation; putting them away and yet leav- 
ing the people still in guilt, and under condemnation: 
and that, consequently, God is not^ cannot be reeoneiUd 
25 • 
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wUo thf worlds avr wer vill be until Unei tfe first ree* 
ODciled uDto him; that he really does still impute UDto 
them their trespaates; and that although it majr in some 
aeose be true that Jesoa was made si a for them, yet we 
cauBot thiak that siouers, black with crimes in tkeak* 
ulve»j can be niade the righteousness of God tn Atm. 

' If, I say, we, or an angel from heaven, should 
preach a gospel so diflferent from that already declared 
to you, let him be accursed. Let him be con.«Jdered in 
the same point of view, with respect to the gospel, that 
the Jews considered the ignorant Gentiles with respect 
to the law— let those whoknow not the law be accursed. 

( But should it be asked how, with what propriety, 
can the preaching[ you thus describe,, be termed gospel, 
since gospel is literally glad tidings, or ^ood news? 
We answer, The apostle did not consider this testimony 
gotpel; his sentiments were the reverse of this testi- 
mony; he only speaks of it as the first believers, who 
being zealous for the law, spake of the soul-perverting 
doctrine they preached. They called their preaching 
gofi^el-preaching; and for the purpose of making it ap- 
pear in some sort consistent with the name, they 
declared unto the people glad tidings; that in conse- 
qnwce of the descent of Jesus Christ upon this our 
globe, we may now be Baved, and it is entirely our own 
tault if we be not; that we have not the same law, in 
all its fulness to obey that the Jews had; that many of 
the ceremonies are taken out of the way; that God now 
oniy requires im ^o keep hia commcmdmient$, to do jus- 
tice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God; and 
should we, through the imbecility of our nature, err 
frcMn the path of rectitude, we being able to appeal to 
God, that it was not willingly or by design, the Media- 
tor will, in such circumstance?, intercede for us; and 
on our repentance and reformation, we shall be taken 
into favour. Thus, although the law be indeed broken, 
and your souls, have sinned, yet to such favorites we 
bring glad tidings; you shall not die, nor siifier the curse 
of a broken law. 

What although the unrighteous cannot inherit eternajl 
life, yet behold we bring unto yon glad tidings: you 
may be righteous if you wiU; for Jesus came into the 
wortd to show you, by his bright exampler what you 
must do if you would be righteous; which but for his 
appearance you never could have known; and not oufy 
^, hut if you will only, see, and be in love with this 
divine, pauonii and do all ia your power ^imitale hm. 



unable Xq attain to his li)ceQ^a» be wiU^ if you c^ti Du- 
ally call up^ hiofi) help you; nay, ha will work in you 
to will and to 4o; behold therefore we brinf^ you glad 
tidings; fan will havq all the fQward aod eoannenda- 
tion, as if you bad by yo«r own inherent strength, 
wrought ou^your own salvation* 

Thus, if by close attention to the rules laid down in 
the precepts of the law, and the ei^ample of Jesus Christ 
you attain to righteousness, you shall not be condemned 
with sinners; but when God shall say to them, Depart 
ye cursed into eyerlasting fire, he shall say to you. 
Come ye blessed of my Father; while to the sinner he 
«ays> Thou wieked servant, thou shouldst have put my 
money to usury, he will say to you who have kept hn 
eommandments. Well d«ne, thou good and faithful ser- 
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

But as this does not seem glad tidings to every erenh- 
ture^ we would say to the unjust, who must su&r for 
their sins, that their sufferings shall finally bring them 
to God; that when they have suffered as much as the 
justice of God can demand, so that on serutinizing the 
account, it will appear that the $inner hag paid, the ut- 
termost farthing; then thev shall oome forth from the 
deep dungeon, where by the grace of Jesus Christ they 
have been enabled to suffer so much, and give glory to 
him, who by suffering so much in his own person, ren- 
dered it possible for them to obtain salvatnon by their 
own deeds and sufferings. 

Thus shall all finally be happy; althouf^ not all pre* 
cisely in the same way. Some shall attain endless 
felicity by obedience to the law, and others by sufifbring 
the pains and penalties annexed to the breach of the 
law. What then becomes of the finished redemption 
wrought out by the Redeemer of men^ Yet it is easy 
to prove that this testimony is gospel; but it must ne 
confessed that there is as much difierenee between the 
two gospels, as between heaven above and earth be- 
neath; and such who are under the infioenoe of the 
spirit of this world, merely of the earth, earthy, will 
undoubtedly prefer the latter gospel; while such who 
are under the influence of his spirit who says, I am 
from above; my kingdom is not of this world; and who 
Consequently see their treasure in heaven, and nothing 
which merits* the name of durable riches and righteous- 
ness any where else; so that they can with truth say, 
when they ask whom have I in heaven but thee? there 
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is nothiilg[ OB earth I desire tieside thee. Persons of 
this description will give the preference to Paul's gos- 
pel; and continuing under the influence of that spirit 
which taketh of the things of Jesus, and showeth them 
unto the soul, they will assuredly follow the apostolic 
direction in all things, delighting to imitate his exam- 
ple, and determining to know nothing save Christ Jesus, 
and him crucified. • God forbid,' they exclaim, * God 
forbid that we should glory, save in the . cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
us, and we unto the world.' Yea, doubtless, and they 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus their Lord, for whom they would 
gladly suffer the loss of all things. They desire, ear- 
nestly desire, to be found in the Redeemer, not having 
their own righteousness which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith. They believe it to be life 
eternal to knoto God and Jesus Christ whom he hath 
sent. They listen to the voice of the Lord, who saith, 
Let -not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might, nor the rich man in 
his riches. But let him that glorieth, glory in this, that 
he understandeth and knoweth me; that I am the Lord 
which exercise loving^kindness, judgment and right- 
eousness in the earth; for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord. 

The believers of Paul's gospel, uniformly consider 
themselves as complete in Christ Jesus; they know that 
the Redeemer alone hath collected the materials; that 
he alone will build the temple; bringing forth the head- 
stoue^thereof with shoutings crying, ^ Or ace, grace unto 
it.'-^Letters, ^e. ii. 118—122. 

From the foregoing extracts it w^ill be seen that Mr. 
Murray was conscious of the fact, that Mr. Winches- 
ter's opinions differed from his oWn in many respects, 
and in relation to points of doctrine concerning which 
he was tenacious. Still, he manifested, and doubtless 
fblt, a pure friendship for Mr. W. personally, and ap- 
preciated his highly useful labors— estimating, them, and 
the sentiments taught by him, by their tendency to aug' 
ment the sum of human happiness. The conduct of 
these great and good men may be commended to all, as 
• worthy of imitation, and especially to the serious con 
sideration of such as profess to have embraced the doc 
>trines which they inculcated. 



passages xi^a^ b^ int/Bres|tii]^ tp the reader, and it 19 si}b- 
joined ^ ap eyidett^ qf Hr. M^^ray'^ (>onfi4!^<;9 iw 
the mw« whieii b* aawenA€ia»fy> promulgated. 

ALL THB SACRBB WRITERS UNI^^^CaiBALISTO. 

I bave no doctiise, bwt the doctririe taught by Qod 
the Savior. I rejeeti eT«rj« dootrine, whibn the inoutb 
#f the Lord hath not spoken. The apostolie ohurehes 
were formed by professors of the dootrine of universal 
redemption. Jesutf Christ, and his apostlea, pleached 
and defended t^ doctrine. AH the writ^x^ of Revelar 
tiOB were strong In the Itlthibl belief of the. doctrine of 
Universal Salvation; so saith the Apostle Pelep, when 
speaking of the worlds Eedeeaen ^ Thai heavens 
nnast reoeive him, ttiitil the resthi^n of #11 things, 
which God hatb spc^en 1^ d^ mouth of all his holy 
prophets, since the worid began/ How much- is 
contained in this single testimony of the Apesllia. Yes^ 
indeed, God blessed Abraliam, and said, in tfaeo shall aM 
nations of the earth be blessed. 

Abraham, Isaao and Jacob, belioved Ood, and were 
therefore Unif>4r9Mli9U* And the Lotid said^ I have 
pardoned according to thy wordw But as truly a» i live^ 
ail the earth shall be filled with the ^^ory^ ^ t(|e Lord^ 
Numbers xlv. 90, 31. Moses believed God, and was 
therefore a Unhen$ali$t% 

All the ends of the world shall remember, and turn 
unto the Lord, and all the kindred of the nations shall 
worship before thee, fbr- the kinadom is the Lord^. 
All they that go down to the dust viall bow belbre hiou 
Psalm xxii. 37, 3d, 09. « Let the people praise thee, O 
God, let edl the people praise thee.' 

'All nations shall call him blessed, and let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory, amen^ andi ameo.^ Psalm 
Ixni. 8, 17, 1». 

< All nations whom thou hast made, shall com9 and 
worship before thee, O Lord, and shall ^orify thy 
name.' Psalm Ixxjevi. 9. 

< My mouth shall speak the praise of the JLord^ and 
et all flesh bless his holy naine forever and ever.* 
Psalm cxliv. 31. 

Thus it appears that the Royal Prophet was a itrong 
UMveraaliBt, 
*TlLey shall not hurt nor destroy kk aU my keif 



noimtaiii; for tke earth shall be fiiU of the fcaowMge 

.of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.' Isaiah xj. 9. 
' And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make 
unto ail x>eopIe, a feast of fat things. And he will 
destroy, in this mountain, the face of the covering cast 
over all people; the veil that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death in victory. And the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the 
rebuke of his people will he take from off all the earth, 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.* xxx. 6, 8. 

All this, no doubt, Isaiah fully believed. Isaiah, 
therefore, was a UmvertfdisL 

' Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 

Serform that food thing which I have promised to the 
ouse of Israel, and to the house of Judah.' See also 
Jer. xxxi. SI, 84. 

Jeremiah, in full assurance that God would perform 
what he promised, was unquestionably a UniversalUL 

^ When thy sister Sodom and her daughters shall re- 
turn to their former estate, and Samaria and her daugh- 
ters shall return to their former estate. Then thou and 
thy daughters shall return to thy former estate.' Eze- 
kiel xvi. 55. 

Sodom and her daughters were those who steered 
the vengeance ofetemm fire. But the prophet Ezekiel, 
being a UniverndlUt^ was pei^uaded they would not be 
eternally suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 

^ Pharaoh shafi see them, and be comforted over all 
his multitude; even Pharaoh and all his army slain by 
the sword, saith the Lord.' £zekiel xzxii. SI. 

' Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and you 
shall.be clean from all your filthiness, and from all your 
idols will I cleanse you. Then the heathen that are 
lefl round about you, shall know that I the Lord build 
the ruined places.' Ezekiel xxxvi. ^, S6. 

Thus we see Ezekiel, in declaring the salvation of 
Jew and Heathen, was a Vmversaliet, 

• Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, 
and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and 
to make an end of sin, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness.' 
Daniel iz. 24. Surely Daniel was a very strong VfU-- 
ver»ali$t. 

' Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as 
the sand of the sea shore that cannot be measured or 
numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place 
where it was said unto them, ye are not my people. 
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tMreitjBh«U b^ tftidiaito tli0in» ye ara A« tfoiid of the 
living God.' Hosda i. 10. < And t will sow her unto 
me in the earth, and I will have 0iercy on her that had 
not obtained mercy, and I will aav to thesi which were 
not my people, thou art my people, and they shall say, 
thou art n^y God.' Hosea ii. SL3. Was not Hosea a 
UniveraeUist? 

'And it shall come to pass afterwards, that I will 
pour out my spirit upon all fiesh,' &c. Joel ii. 38. 
* For I will cleanse their blood, that I have not cleansed.' 
.Toel iii. 21. 

< In that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David, 
that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof, that 
they may possess the remnant of all Edom, and of the 
heathen, which are called by my name, saith the Liord, 
that doeth this.' Amos ix. 11, 13. 

' And Saviors shall come upon Mount Zion, to judge 
the mount of Esau, aad the kingdom shall be the Lord's.^ 
Obadiah 21. 

* And he shall judge amonff many people j end rebuke 
strong nations afar off, and they shall beat thsir swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears ineo pruning^hobks* 
Nation snail not litt up a sword against nation, neitiier 
shall they learn war any more. But they shall sit 
every man under his vine, and under his fig'^ree, and 
none shall make them afraid*, for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it." Micah, iv. 3, 4. ' He will turn a^ain, 
he will have compassion upon us, he will subdue all our 
iniquities, and thou wilt cast all our sins into the depths 
of the sea. Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and 
the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our 
fathers, from the days of old.' Micah vii. 19, 20. Thus 
it is plain, the prophets were all Universcdists. 

But the angels of God are also Universaliats. Let 
us listen to these messengers of heaven, while addressing 
the wondering shepherds of Judea. ^ And the angel 
said unto them, Fear not,, behold I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people; and 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitucie of the 
heavenly host, praising God, and saying, Glory be to 
God in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will 
towards men.' Luke ii. 10, 14. 

The devout Simeon was a Universalist. ' For mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast prepared 
before the face of allpeopU^ a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory ot thy people Israel.' Luke ii. 30, 
SI, 32. 



Btttk ihftt 19^ m^ uc6rtidA iHMt nil tAd ^rtiiifg^lIMi 
and all the apbetlen "wote, in tbd ^Otr^let us h^at* th^ 
tentimentB of oar Sarior lilmftcA^, upo(6 thid mibject 
< For I ha^e g>v*«ii uoto tfa^iti the "Wotd^ which f A<m 
gayest me, aad they htcr^ te0&iv<bd th^ln.' John xvii 
8. < For I have not t^Mkeii tdf myself) but the Father 
which sent me; he gave me a commandment, what I 
Hhould say, and what f should i^peak, and I know that 
this commandment is life ev«rtlMtihg. Whatsoever I 
iSpedCy therefore, evieti a6 the Fiirbei' said uiito me, so I 
speak.' John xii. 49. 50. See also ver. 32. 

Let ua no# attend to the ministry committed to the 
apostle. *6od was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing unto them th^ir trespasses.' 
3 Corinthians v. 19. ^ And hd shall seAd Jesus Christ, 
who before was preached dnto you, whom the heavens 
must receive, until the times of the restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the month of all his 
holy prophets, ever since the world began.' Acts iii. 21. 

It IS plain, from these testimoUies, and many more 
which might be adduced, that the doctrine of Universal- 
ism is the doctrine of God our Saviour; and while the 
Univertaluii can produce so many illustrious vouchers, 
they never can be discomfitied, or even embarrassed.-^ 



ADDENDA. 



MR. MTTRULT'S account of his visit to THC PI.1.CS 
WHERE HE FIRST LANDED^ AFTER THE DEATH OF HIS 
BELOVED FRIEND AND PATRON, THOMAS POTTER. 

' My ride to this place has been very disagreeable, 
the heat so intense and the sand so deep, and no hospit- 
able friend P ■ ■ in view^— ^ear, honored friend, the 
first patron with which I was blessed in this new world, 
how indulgent wert thou to me,^^with how much 
benevolence didst thou cherish, me, when a sd:ang^r in 
thy mansion, and how didst tbouiabor for my advajxoe- 
luent. 

' Many aged persons, who were in the habit of attend^ 
ing my labors, have visited me. They express theii; 
honest sensibility in a variety of ways; but all are over- 
joyed to see me; they are solicitous to pour into my 
ear the story of their accumulated sufferings; they ini* 
A^ine they shall reap pleasure from commiseration ; yet 
wnat, alas! can helpless pity do? There is, however, 
much pleasure in eoiimiuaieating our sorrows to asyai* 
pathizing friend. 

' I am now in the house that' once belonged to the 

venerable P , to my friend P— -.. I am not how* 

ever an occupant of the same apartment which he fitted 
up for my use, and directed me to consider as my own; 
that apartment, and the greater part of the house, is 
devoted to those who loved not him, and knew not me. 
Alas! what is this world! how often we thus exclaim, 
thus ask, because we Imagixke it is not what it should 
be; were it under our direction it would be better man* 
aged; but it is not nor ever will be — One thing is certaio, 
on life there is little or no dependence*-Thisdear man| 
this American ^ man of ross.,' was suddenly snatched 
from tlie scenes of time, deprived instantly of reason* 
and in a few iiouns of life. ' His soul proud soienoe 
uevcur t^ghtio stray.^ But he was a gem of the.fii;st 
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quality, and notwithstandinff the crust, which from his 
birth enfolded him, yet by the rubs he suffered from the 
pebbles among which he was placed, this crust was so 
far broken, as to emit, upon almost every occasion, the 
native splendor of his intellect. Had this man in early 
life received the culture of nature's hand-maid, what a 
luminous figure he would have, made I But the God of 
nature had stamped upon his soul the image of himself, 
unbounded benevolence, 

< I reached this place yesterday evening, the sun was 
just setting and as I passed through the well-known 
fields, and saw them rich and flourishing in all the pride 
of nature. I felt an irrational kind of anger glow at my 
heart, that those fields should look so exceeding gay, 
when their master had taken an everlasting leave of 
every terrestrial scene. The depression upon ray 
spirits, as 1 reached the house, was indescribable; I 
beheld one, and another, whose faces I had never before 
seen. An ugly mastiff growled at me as I passed; and 
this is the first time, said I, that I was ever growled at, 
in this place, by any of thy kind; but he was soon 
silenced by a lad, who was brought up by my friend. 
* Lord bless me — Is not this Mr. Murray? * Why, Matt, 
do you remember me? * Remember you. Sir — ^remem- 
ber Mr. Murray — ^yes, indeed. Sir.* This dog does 
not. Matt. ! ' But be would if he had lived in master's 
time; but he is a stranger.' They are all strangers. 
Matt., are they not? indeed they are all, but my 
mistress and myself.* And where is your mistress. 
Matt.? *I will call her. Sir.' No, my good lad, not 
vet; what have you for my horse ? * Nothmg but grass.' 

Nothing at Mr. P 's but grass? « Ah! sir, it is not 

now the house of Mr. P .' True, true, true. Leave 

me, my good lad, leave me, 

*I walked round the house, entered every avenue, 
looked at my* garden; it was made for me; the trees, 
the flowering shrubs have run wild, and the whole sur- 
face of the spot is covered with weeds. This pleased 
me; just so 1 would have it. 

This is the tree planted by my own hand; how flour- 
ishing! But where is the other, planted directly oppo- 
site at the same monrent, by my friend? alas! like its 
1>1anter, dead ! On this very spot I first saw the phi 
anthropist — Can you assist me. Sir? * Yes, Sir. On 
what terms?' «I receive no payment. Sir. He who 
gave to me did not charge me any thing; you are wel- 
come at the price.' — ^Here our acquaintance com- 
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meiiced-^lHit it is ended, at least in the present state. 
I shall see him no more on this side eternity. On this 
seat we sat^ and there the tear of transport rolled down 
his furrowed cheek, when we conversed upon that re- 
demption which is in Christ Jesus. Under that oak 
we have frequently sat, contemplating the shadow from 
the heat, the hiding place from the storm. At yonder 
gate he bid me farewell, and wiped his venerable eye; 
at yonder gate I turned, he waved his hand, ' God Al- 
mighty bless you; yon will come again; forget not your 
friends, your ancient friend.^ If I do, said ihy heart, 
may my right hand forget its cunning. But I forgot 
thee, good old man, too long I forgot thee! and now 
that I am at last returned, thou art not here to bid me, 
in the politest, -that is in the sincerest manner, wel- 
pome* 

'Mrs. P approached; she lifted up her hands 

and eyes in speechless anguish, seated herself, changed 
color — ^no matter — ^the worst is past. 1 have visited the 
meeting-house reared by his hand for the worship of 
his God. It is embosomed in a grove of stately oaks, 
all trimmed and in beautiful order— under this shade 
reposeth the num., hy whom the house was raised, bv 
whom the grove was planted. I beheld his grave; it 
wa»aot a marble, a hard marble that informed me 
whose dust lay there, it was a feeling mechanic, who, 
having 0xperienced much kindness from the deceased, 
wept when he told me that spot contained the dead. 

1 carefully examined the grave, to see if any weeds 

grew there. — No, no, they had no business there. I 
could not pluck a noxious nettle from his grave: there 
grew upon it a few wild flowers, emblematic of the 
mind that once inhabited this insensate clay. At the 
foot of the grave stands the most majestic and flourish- 
ing of all the oaks which surround the grave; it was 
once on the point of falling a sacrifice to the axe-man, 
but my friend solicited for its continuance, pronouncing 
that it would flourishwben he should sleep beside it; 
and having thus rescued it, added my informant, he 
has since paid it particular attention, which is the rea- 
son of its so far surpassing the other trees. 

' Peace, peace to thy spirit, thou friendly, feeling, 
faithful man; thy dust is laid up to rest, near the house 
thou didst build for God, but thy spirit r^sts with God 
in. die house built by him for thee, and though our dust 
may not meet again, our spirits will meet and rejoice 
together, in those regions of blessedness, where ptin 
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can find no entrance, where deadi can no itlord iienrfi 
dominion, where no tear of sorrow shalt ever dim the 
joy-brightened eye, for we shall part no more forever. 
1 said there was no nettle on this grave: one thing, 
however, was very remarkable; a gourtt had crept 
along uiitxl it came to, and spread over his grave, mix- 
ing its foliage with the 9weet-9cented dowevs that grew 
therein. 

< Never was place better caJcuiated for melancholy 
musing than this spot, so thick the grove around; the 
little neat grave-yard at the end, the sb utters of the 
house fbr public warship ail closed up, th^ lonely situ- 
ation ittviting the birds, their music serves to mellow 
the acene; all, aU, is m^st tndy for solemn meditation 
fit. 

' By the following article in the will of my deceased 
friend, this house of worship becomes my property. 

<< The house buill: by me for the worebip of God, it is 
my will that OoJ be worshipped in it still, and for this 

Surpose I will! that my ever dear friend, Mr. John 
Earray, pi^acher of the gospei shall possess it, having 
the sole directiii», chisposal and management of said 
hduse, and oue aeoo^f land upon which it stands, and 
by which it is aonrounded.'^ 

' In tfaiB house of worship I have once more preached. 
It ia fuU two years since divine service has been per- 
formed there. I seleeted fbr my sabjecc, t Corinthians 
vi. 9B; ^' For ye are bought with a price: therefore glo- 
rify Oodf in your body, sod in your spirit, which aro 
eio^>9.^'^[Lehws 4mA Sh^tches^ vol. 1. pp; ^34^-^40.] 
Iii closing the discourse delivered on thafsofemn and 
most de«pfy^ inOeresting' oecasioa, Mr. Murray paid the 
following tribute- tO' the memory ^ his early friend, 
whose place of repose oould be seen from the desk 
where he then stoodv and where he first dispensed the 
word of lifov on his arrival in this country. 

< Through yonder open easement, I behold the mve 
of a man, tkn recoUeotion of whom swelts my heart 
with gratitiidie, and fills> my eyes with tears. There 
sleeps the sacred dust of him who well understood the 
advantages resuihing firom the pabMc worship of the 
true God. Theite rests the ashes of him who glorified 
Godr in his body, and in his spirit, which he well knew 
#efe the Lord^i. He believed he wais bought with a 
price, and therefore he declared that all he was, and 
liad^ were righteousiy doe to the God who had oreated^ 
ani pwehaaod; hiha with. a prkap, all prise beyond^ 



There rests the precious dust of the friend of strangers, 
whosft hespkabia do^s wer« ever open to the destitute, 
and him who had noi|« to relieve his su^rihgs. I 
myself was once thrown on these shores a desolate 
stcaflrger^ tfaiH Christian man. brought me to his habita- 
tion. God, (said he,) hath blessed me, he has given 
me more than a eompetency, and he has given me a 
heart to devote myself and all that I have, to him« I 
have buih a place for his name and worship: I would, 
continued the faithful roan, erect this temple myself, 
with what God had given me» My neighbors would 
have lent their aid, but I refused assistance from any 
one. I would myself build the house, that God might 
be worshipped without contention, without interrup- 
tion, that he might be worshipped by all whom he should 
vouchsafe to send. 

< This elegant house, my friends, the first friends who 
hailed my arrival in this country, this elegant house, 
with its adjoining grove, is yours. The faithful found- 
er bequeathed it to me, that none of you may be 
deprived of it. His dust reposes close to this nionu 
ment of his piety; he showed you by his life, what it 
was to glorify God in body and spirit; and he has leflt 
you this house that you may assemble here together, 
listen to the voice, and unite to chant the praises of 
the God who created, who has bought you with a price, 
and who will preserve you. 

' Dear faithful man, when last I stood in this place, 
be was present among the assembly of the people. I 
marked his glistening eye; it always glistened at the 
emphatic name of Jesus. — Even now I behold in imag- 
ination his venerable countenance; benignitv is seated 
on his brow, his mind is apparently open and confiding; 
tranquility reposeth upon his features, and the express- 
ion of each varying emotion evinceth that faith which 
is the parent of enduring peace, of that peace which 
passeth understanding. 

*Let us, my friends, imitate his philanthropy, his 
piety, his charity. I may never again meet you, until 
we unite to swell the loud hallelujahs before the throne 
of God. But to hear of yottr faith, of your persever- 
ance, of your brotherly love, of your works of charity, 
will heighten my enjoyments, and soothe my sorrows, 
even to the verge of my mortal pilgrimage. Accept my 
prayers in your behalf, and let us unite to supplicate 
oar common God and Father, for the mighty blessing 
of Us proteetion.'*— [Ltf ((fr^an^ Sketches f voL 1. p. d41. j 
26* 
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It hds been already intimated that' Mr. Mwrajri 

to have been sustained und direeted by a pBrtioslar prov- 
idence. The truth of the aecount which he- has left us of 
his reception by the tvarm^hearted Potter, has been, by 
some, deemed improbable ; but those v?ho> hare taken 
pains to make themselves acquainted with the faotscoa- 
nected with his history in relation to the events of that 
period, have found conclusive proof ^ the eotrectnesa 
of the text. Since the visit of Murray to Potter's 
meeting house, noticed above, no minister of oitr de* 
nomination had visited the hallowed spot, nntij Oeoober^ 
1833. At that time, Rev. Abel C. Thomas, of Phtladel^ 
phi a, visited Good Luck, and preaehed in the pnlpit 
where Murray first lifted up his v^Mce as a herald ^ 
the cross, on the shores of America. The following 
account of his visit to that place cannot fail to interest 
the reader. In allusion to the facts mentioned in chap 
V. of this edition, Mr. Thomas observes-— 

'' Were all these circumstanees the result of chance? 
No. The confidence of Potter that the vessd he saw 
enter the Inlet contained the minister of whose coming, 
in due season, he had not the shadow of a doubt — ^his 
solemn conviction that Murray was the man, and that 
the wind' would not change until the message from (rod 
was dMivered-~^these things, considered in connexion 
with the result, firmly persilade me that the directing 
hand of Divine Providence is viftble in the whole train 
of events. Let others believe difihreotly, if they can — 
I cannot. 

' Murray returned to the hospitable abode of his friend 
and patron, and preached for a considerable tiroe^ In 
the conscientions discharge of his ministerial functions, 
he occasionally visited the regions round about ; until, 
at length, he settled at Boston. 

« In Murray's * Letters and Sketches of Sermons,' 
Vol. i. Letter 11, we have a very touefaing account of 
the preacher's last visit, after several years absence, to 
the neighborhood in which he first proclaimed the sood 
tidings of salvation in this country. His friend and the' 
fiiend of humanity had departed to the hmd of the liv* 
ing on high. His memory will ever be dear to every 
Universalist who has heard of his virtues ; and children 
for generations to comie, will be taught to iisg with 



mfitu^« and reverence the name* orf the renerabto 
mend of God. 

^ I hod long felt a desrre to visit the region where- 
events transpired of so much, interest to every beliiever 
in the doctrine of universal grace— but did not findog^ 
poTtanity for so doing until recently. I have just re- 
turned — and purpose presenting a brief accotrnt of tny 
visit, believing it will be found notwhoUy unworthy of 
attention, and that it may afford some satisfaction to 
the elder contemporaries of Murray in particular, and 
to our denomination in general. 

* Cranberry Inlet was- situated about GO miles East of 
Philadelphia. Isdy war— for it was entirely filled up* 
with i^and many years ago, and the beach is now as 
high at that place as at any other in the vicinity, though 
noi no wide. 

* 1 visited the house in which Potter lived and died,*— 
It IS situated less than half a mile east of Good LuclC. 
An addition has been built to it> and the appearance of 
the whole exterior is changed, but the interior remains 
as it was in the days of Potter. It is a plain, substan- 
tial building. I have been invited to make it my home 
when next I visit the neighborhood. 

*Tlie meeting-house stands in the edge of a beautifhl 
wood. The exterior presents an aged appearance, but 
the interior, constructed of the best cedar, raaniffests no 
signs of decay. The * large square pew,' (of which 
Murray Speak*) long occupied by Potter and his family, 
was removed about a year ago, and plain benches sub^ 
stituted- The pulpit has been somewhat cut down at' 
either end. In other i'espects the building remains in 
its original state. It was left by will to John Murray, 
for the use of all denomiiiationjs. Bj? the mismanage- 
ment of the executor, it became necessary to sell a part 
of the estate, to nay certaiii demands against it---of the 
injustice of which, however, the heirs entertained no 
doubt. In disponing of the property contiguous to Good 
Luck, no reservation of the meeting-house was made 
in the deed. It was subsequently purchajsed by the 
Methodist society, who have it now in possession.*-*: 
Should they nereafter evince an exclusive spirit in re* 
ration to its occupancy, their title aiay justly be. caUed 
in question. 

' Thomas Potter died nearly fifty years ago. . .Hi«^ 
grave, at the east end of the meeting-house, was pohited 
out to me by one of the oldest inhabitant^ in the neigh- 
borhood. Owing to inattention and the sandy riature 



of the soil, if was long ago leyelled with the adjacent 
ground. It was enclosed soon afler his burial — ^but the 
fence. was broken down some twenty years ago<— and 
two |>psts and a rail, very much decayed, are all that 
rej^ain. The oak of which Murray speaks, ('Sketch- 
es,' vol. i. p. 836) no longer exists. I have obtained 
permission to reinclose the grave, and erect a tomb- 
stone to bis memory. 

' On Sunday morning, 7th inst. I stood in the desk 
where Murray first lifled up his voice in this country as 
a herald of the cross. I will not attempt a description 
of my feelings on that occasion. They may be imag- 
ined — ^they cannot be described^. In imagination, I saw 
the joy-glistening eye of the venerable Potter, and 
heard the words of salvation flowing from the lips of 
the man of God. I fancied the darkness of the past in 
contrast with the brightness of the present ; and, by 
the eye of faith, I beheld Murray and Potter smiling in 
regions of glory on the prosperity of the divine testi-> 
mony in which they believed and rejoiced. My heart 
was melted in gratitude and love ; and I felt a ferveut 
desire that He in whose strength the weak are made 
strong, would ever be with me in the ministrations of 
the word, inspire my soul with an ever-growing zeal in 
the cause of my Master, and make of me an hdmbie 
instrument in spreading the knowledge of salvation in 
the name of the once crucified and glorified Redeemer. 

' I felt freedom to select as the subject of my discourse, 
the language recorded in Isaiah lii : 7—* How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings 
of good, that publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion, 
thy God reigneth.' 

^l found afexo individuals in that neighborhood, (as 
also at Tarns River, 8 miles north, where I delivered 
two discourses,^ who had listened, in their youth, to 
the preaching of Murray — and who, I have reason to 
believe, have long cherished in their souls, ' the faith 
once delivered to the saints.' The people, generally 
apeaking, yielded devout attention to the sentiments ad- 
Tanced, and many received the word gladly. 

* I must not forget to mention, that several aged per- 
sons with whom I conversed, remembered having 
heard the circumstances related by Murray in his 
•Life' — but time was rapidly defacing the impression. 

* I am particularly desirous that something should be 
done for the building up of Zion in the neighborhood 



▲DDttHDiL, 0119 

0E Pvtler*^: Meeting-lio&se. Hf what Mnm^ planted 
iNt'duIv watered, ttie increase will not b» witbholden* 

Should nothing farther transpire to prevent tkaa is now 
foreseen, it is expected a Universalist Conference will 
be held in that vicinity next spring or summer— of 
which due notice will- be given.* 

In accordance with the intimation given in the last 
paragraph of the preceding extract, a Universalist 
Conference wa4 holdenki Potter's Meeting<>JElouse, May 
15, ISSS, Present, Brothers Thomas, Andrews, Saw- 
yer, Hillyer, and Moore— and an equal number of lay- 
men. Richard Norton, of Hightstown, N. J. was 
chosen Moderator, and A. C. T»oma9, of Philadelphia, 
Clerk. As the principal object of the conference was, 
to effect, if possible, a renovation of gospel faith in that 
part of the Lord^ heritage, Iktie bu4ieese was laid be- 
fore the council. Some difficulty having been experi- 
eaqed io obtauiing! the use of the n»e9ting-»hpu$e, tbe 
brethren proposed to purchase of the mcthmfist society, 
who now hold the property, a right to occupy it one 
day in each and every year. And although tne Metho- 
dist brethren were nof then prepared to meet the prop- 
osition, irl^h^pe^that surb^an arrangement will yet 
be effected.* There is a growing interest manifested 
in that neighborhood, rrr favor of the doctrine of uni- 
versal, efficient grace: and it sbeiieved that the Trus- 
tees of the meeting-house, (^though opposed to univer- 
salism,) will not long feel disposed to refuse the use of 
k t(> tlraBQ: wbo rejoice, as did Potter and Murray, in 
thli talvatfon of the whole fasnily of niaa. 

The cengregation's assembled to attend public wbr« 
ship, were not large, but devout attention was given to 
the testimony delivered. Four sermons were preached. 

* It wad thoaffbt biMC to attempt' jntrcka9ittg 4ic right referred 
to — notwithfltftndinftt is believed that there is n^-legid authority to 
prevent the oo««pi»acy of tiie bouM hy. an|( daoomioiilion of Chriit- 
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A tomb-stone, woyided by A. C. Thomas, was erect* 
ed in memory of Thomas Potter. The following is the 
iBBcriptioQ : 

In Memory 

OP 

THOMAS POTTER, 

The 
Friend and Patron 

OF 

JOHN MURRAY, 

An early Advocate of Uniyersalism 
in America. 



" Have toe not all one Father9 " 



Erected May 1 5, 1833. 

Afler the tomb-stone Was erected, and the grave sod- 
ded, an address was delivered by Br. Thomas, and the 
following hymn, composed for the occasion was 
song:^ 

To Thee, O God, we humbly bow — 

The halo of thy truth unveil; 
And give us all to feel that Thou 

In Gospel grace will here prevail. 

O may our hearts in union feel 

The quick'ning of the mystic dove; 

Be nerved our souls with holy zeal 
To spread abroad Immanuel's love: 

And tho' in silence rest the bones 
Of Potter, 'Death this verdant sod, 

O may we hear the spirit tones 

Of Murray's friend, the friend of God! 
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Like bim, may we forever confide 

In Thee and in Thy boundless grace. 

Believing Thou wilt e'er provide 
All needed good for all our race. 

Around, before Thy truth, we see 

Rebellion, sin and error fall^ 
And joy that Thou at last wilt be 

Acknowledged and. adored by aU« 

An arrangement was made with the present proprie- 
tor of the patriarch's old mansion, to have a suitable 
paling erected around the grave of Potter; and after re- 
solving that another conference should be holden at the 
same place, at such time as should be appointed by the 
Clerk, the Council adjourned. 

The following is an extract from the circular letter 
of the conference : 

« Dearly Beloved Brethren — ^We have been on a mis- 
sion of love and gratitude. A little band of those who 
have felt that they had been ' blessed with faithful Abra- 
ham ' have assembled in the ancient house of our Fa- 
thers, and there ' took sweet counsel together » con- 
cerning the good things of God. We have convened 
around the graye of the venerated Potter and dropped 
a tear of grateful remembrance on the spot where bis 
ashes have reposed for near half a century. Wo have 
united in prayer and praise in the temple where in this 
land was :first proclaimed by the sainted Murray, the 
everlasting Gospel of the blessed God, the * Savior 
of airmen.' And we have there lifted up our voices 
and endeavored to show forth the boundless Love and 
unchangeable Truth of God, and the 'unsearchable 
riches of his Grace,' in his holy purpose, as revealed 
in the covenant of promise, to bless all the nations, 
kindreds and families of the earth. 

' This to us has indeed been a season of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord. We have found our 
feelings chastened ahd our hearts made better by our 
communion in faith, with the spirits of the venerated 
Dead, who ' walked to that house of God in company,' 
more than sixty years ago. We have felt it in our 
hearts to 'praise and magnify the great and holy 
name » of our God, that we were permitted to convene 
in council within the very, sacred walls, where 
* Armed with the sword of Jesse^a yeathful son 
Sagftged with ardor in the fireedoni wm 
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By Chrift, Ike tmoi^fd Urd of wnh and teatcs. 
Bid Homy bokUj tiOl the booa that'i givea.' 
^ And we would do iojusdoe to our feelings were we 
to omit declaring unto you what we have here seen and 
heard, and inviting our brethren from the East and 
from the West, from the North and from the South to 
unite with us in an annual pilgrimage to this sacred 
spot — this 'Holy Land'— in order that we may all 
receive a little of the God-like spirit of Benevolence 
which warmed the soul of that man of God and friend 
of man — ^Thohjls Potter. 

UNITING COMPACT OF THE FIRST UNIVKRSALIST SOCIETY 
IN eLOUCESTER, UNDER THE PA8T0RAI« CARE OF MR. 
MURRAY. 

As the first Universalist Society in America was 
organized in Gloucester, Mass., the uniting compact 
becomes a matter of historical interest. We give the 
instrument entire, which will be found characterized 
by a truly catholic spirit. 

'New England: State of Massachusetts, January 
Ist, 1779. 

* Inasmuch as it hath pleased God, of his great mer- 
cy, in every age of the world to choose a people for 
himself, giving them his fear and revealing to them bis 
secret; and as this Great Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, hath been pleaseil 
to reveal unto babes, what he has hid from the wise 
and prudent; We, the subscribers, greatly affected 
with a sense of the Divine Goodness in thus distin- 
guishing us, who had nothing in us to merit his notice, 
mink it our interest and bounden duty to * let our light 
shine before men, that they may see our good wores, 
and glorify our Father which is in Heaven.' As there 
fbre It hath pleased God to make us acquainted with 
the voice of the good She||»herd, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, we cannot 
fl-om henceforth follow the voice of a stranger; nor ever 
give attention to such as are unacquainted with the 
Savior of the world. But though we cannot have 
f^lowship with them whose fellowship is not with the 
Father and with the Son Jesus Christ, yet we are de- 
termined, bjf the grace of God, never to forsake the as* 
sembling or owmves together^ as the/nanner of some 
is: but as a chttrch of Christ, meet togattesr in his 
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oani9i l>»|^g p # i wwi 4? d wherever or whenever two er 
three are thiisinet together, the invisible God will be 
present with them, 

' As Christian^, we a<^Bowledge no Master bm 
Christ Jesus, and as Diselplea of this Divine Mastet 
we profess to follow no guide in spiritual matters, but 
his word and his spirit. As dwellers in the world, 
though not of it, we hold ourselves bound to yield obe- 
dience to every ordinance of men, for God's sake 5 and 
we will be peaceable and obedient subjects to the pow 
ers that are ordained of God in all eivil cases; but ax 
subjects of that King whose kingdom is not of this 
world, we cannot acknowledge the ri^t of any human 
authority to make laws for the regulating of our con- 
sciences in any spiritual matter. 

'Thus as a true Independent Church of Christ, look-* 
ing unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith, we 
mutually agree to walk together in Christian Fellow- 
ship, building up each other in our most Holy Faith, 
rejoicing in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free, and determining by his grace no more to be entan- 
gled by any yoke of bondage. As disciples of the meek 
and lowly Jesus, we resolve, as far as in us lieth, to 
live peaceably with all men; yet as believers living 
godly in Christ Jeeus, we expect to suffer as much per- 
secution as the laws of the country we live in will 
admit of. But we resolve, by the grace of God, none 
of these things shall move us to act inconsistent with 
our characters as Christians. We will, as much as 
possible, avoid vain jangling and unnecessary disputa- 
tion; and should we be reviled, endeavor in patience to 
possess our souls. 

< As an Independent Church of Christ, thus bound 
together with the cords of love, and meeting together 
in his name,— We mutually agree to receive as our 
minister, that is, our servant sent to labor amongst us 
in the work of the Gospel, by the great Lord of the 
vineyard, our friend and christian brother, John Mur- 
ray; This we do from a full oonviotion, that the tame 
God that sent the first {Mreaehers of Christ Jesus, sent 
him; and that the same gospel they preached, we have 
from time to time received from him; thus believing 
him a minister of the New Testament, constantly de- 
claring the whole counsel of God, proclaiming the same 
divine truth that all God's holy prophets from the be- 
' Quing of the world hath declared, we cordially receive 
I as a xneasflBger firom God^ aiul at It l|*th plesied 
2' 
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^jpod to opeD a great and eflfeetnal door Ibr the preaehiag 
Ks gospel, by this hu servant, in some parts of this 
^eat continent, whenever it shall please his and oar 
Divine Master to call him to preach the everlasting 
gospel elsewhere, we wish him God speed, and pray 
That the good will of Him who was seen in the bush, 
may accompany him and make his way clear unto him 
Bat should he at any time preach any other gospel than 
that which the Apostles proclaimed, we will not wish 
him God speed, but consider him as a false teacher, 
and whereas, the great Lord of the harvest has taught 
us to pray that he would be pleased to send forth lalKir 
ers into ms harvest, and as he never taught us to pray 
doubting, but has assured us that every one that ask- 
eth receivetfa, and whosoever seeketh findeth; and as 
the promise of the divine presence is, to any two or 
three that meet together in the Savior's name, we are 
resolved, by God's grace, whether we are blessed with 
the public preaching of the word or not, as often as we 
find convenient to meet together, to supplicate the Di- 
vine favor; to praise our redeeming God; to hear his 
most holy word, and freely to communicate whatever 
God shall please to manifest unto us, for our mutual 
edification. And that we may more effectually show 
forth his praises, who hath called us out of darkness 
into his marvellous light, we resolve to pay a serious 
regard to his expostulations, admonitions and instrue* 
tions given to us by the spirit of God, in the Epistles 
dictated to our Holy Apostles. We will, as far as in 
us lieth, do eood to all men, but especially unto them 
of the household of faith. We will, by the grace of 
God, in word and in deed endeavor to adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour. As children of One Father, 
as members of one head. We, who are bound together 
in christian fellowship, will, once every month, meet 
together to hold conference, and deliberate on whatever 
may tend to our mutual edification and profit.' 

ORIOIir OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF THE NEW 
ENGLAND STATES AND OTHKftS. 

The following letter from the Society of Universal- 
ists in Oxford was addressed to the Universalist Society 
in Gloucester. 

< Oxford, August S8, 1785. 

<The Second Religious Society in Oxford, to Mr. 
John Murray and his Society, sendeth greeting: This 



Society would wish to congratulate you in the most re- 
ciprocal manner, on account of our happy Constitution, 
which tolerates free liberty of conscience to all denom- 
inations of Christians, which cause highly correspoads 
with the rules of the gospel. But as we expect the ex- 
ecutive part of the jrovernment will make the most 
scrutinous investigation into the matter, in order to 
know who are to be denominated Christians in the 
Commonwealth} we, being duly sensible that our 
strength depends on our being cemented together in one 
united body, in order to anticipate, any erabarrassmeub 
of our constitutional rights, have in some measure or- 
ganized ourselves, that we may be known as a religious 
body. And though it may be acknowledged universally 
that we belong to the spacious family of the great parent 
of the Universe, yet we are like a child without a name. 
And as we have had the happiness of Mr. Murray's 
administrations in this town when we were in a state 
of miniature as to religious knowledge, therefore we 
would wish to correspond with the Society at Glouces- 
ter. And being informed that you act upon the princi- 
ple of ' universal benevolence,' it induces this Society 
most earnestlv to desire your friendship and correspond- 
ence and advice; for which purpose this Society have 
appointed an Association to. be held at Oxford, on the 
14th day of September next, in order to take into con- 
sideration what measures will be the most conducive to 
the ffood of the Society at large. For which purpose 
we have also written to Boston, Providence, &.c. desir- 
ing their attendance at the time and place offered. And 
we should be exceedingly happy to wait on Mr. Mur 
ray at the said place, with any of your brethren you 
shall choose. And as, yqur advice and assistance will 
be of much consequence to the society at large, we 
wish for an interview with you. And may the God of 
peace be with you and bless you, which is the sincere 
desire of your friends at Oxford. 

' Per order, Daniei;. Fisk.* 

The Society in Oloueester returned the foUowtng 
answer. 

* Brethren, 

< The Independent Society of Gloucester have re- 
ceived your friendly epistle of the S8th of August, and 
are glad to express their satisfaction in an opportunity 
to correspond with you on a subject so important fia 
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thtit held out by your letter. Odd and nature bare 
made us free, and we bope to enioy religions liberty by 
rigkt, and not by sufferance. There is no doubt the 
executive and judicial departments of government will 
be attentive to exert and retain all the power they pos- 
sibly can; but We conceive our cause is so closely inter- 
woven with the cause of the other sectarians, we trust 
that ho jury will be found so uninformed as not to see, 
that in sacrificing us they destroy themselves. The 
compass of this sheet would be insufficient to detail a 
history at what we have passed through, as well as of 
our present state. A number of pamphlets sent you 
herewith, will in some measure answer that purpose. 

* Had we been a little earlier apprized of your design, 
one of our society would have accompanied our dear 
friend and brother, John Murray, whom we have sent 
on this occasion. We declare ourselves ready to afford 
you all legal, brotherly, and christian aid in our power, 
considering ourselves to be strengthened by our union 
with you. Praying that the Savior of the world would 
afford you freedom, peace, and comfort, we are with 
friends aip and esteem, your brethren at Gloucester, 

* Sept. 10th, 1785.» B. H. Hordaw. 

The following are the records of the Association at 
Oxford, which met at the time proposed by the society 
In that place, at which meeting Mr. Murray and Mr. 
Winchester were present, and took part in the servieee 
of the oecaxion, as i^ated in this appendix, p. 999. 
The minutes of their proceedings were laid before the 
Softiety in Gloucester, on the 38th Of the sdme month, 
by Mr. Murray. 

(hiford, Sept, 14, 1785. 

* At a meetin? of the " Second Religious Society In 
Oxford," together with Messrs. Elhanan Wtnche&ter, 
Shippie Townsend, Abijah Adams, John Murray, 
Francis Liscombe, Daniel Melvil, John Lazeel, Eben<* 
ezer Sumner, Noah Wiswall, Samuel French, Caleb 
Rich, and Laban Bates, council from the different re- 
ligious societies eorresponding with said society, it WiCb 

Voted, That Mr. EHiaUan Winchester be chosen 
moderator of said meeting. 

Votedj That Mr. Daniel Fisk be clerk. 

Vbted, That thf^ me^u'ng be adjourned to Tbt^rddAy, 
the I5fth inM. at 9 o*cloek in the morning. 

Thu/lridmfy ^ept. I6«ft, lTJ».^Met aceordhig' f^ tA 
jodttiiiieiit. 



Voted, by the several committees, to adopt the name 
of ' Independent Christian Societies, commonly called 
Universalists.' 

Voted, That each of the committees from Boston, 
&c. shall convey to their several societies, together 
with the name adopted, a proposal to consider the pro- 
priety of each society's agreeing not only to be called 
by one name, but to be cemented in one body; conse- 
quently bound by the ties of love to assist each other, 
at any and at all times when occasion shall require. 

Voted, That it be recommended to the several socie- 
ties, that committees of correspondence be appointed, 
to write circular letters, informing them what meas- 
ures they have adopted in three months from the date 
hereof. 

Voted, That the committees propose to their constit- 
uents the propriety of an annual meeting, and that the 
first be held in Boston, the second Wednesday in Sep- 
tember, 1786.' 

BRIEF ACCOUNT OP THE FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 
IN THE CITY OF BOSTON. 

The followinff sketch was furnished for the gratifica- 
tion of General Convention which assembled at Leb- 
anon, N. H. Sept. 15th, 1880. 

In the year 1785, the society of the late Cotton 
Mather sold their place of worship to Shippie Town- 
send, John Stoddard, John Page, Josiah Snelling, and 
others; but there does not appear to be any records 
commenced until January 1st, 1786, when it is recorded 
that various sums of money were collected each sab- 
bath; the first as follows, viz.r' Jan. 1, 1786, by con- 
tribution, £2 Is. Delivered Mr. (Adam) Streeter £2 
Is. Jan. 15th, by contribution, £4 9s. 6d. Delivered 
Mr. (John) Murray £4 9s. 6d. Jan. 22, by contribu 
tion, £S 93. Given between Messrs. Streeter and 
Murray, £3 9s.' In this manner the records continue 
until Sept. 12th, 1786, when I find the following: « Re- 
ceived of Shippie Townsend, John Stoddard, James 
Prentiss, John Page, and Josiah Snelling the sum of 
£16 4s. lid. as a contribution from the christian society 
m Boston, for the relief and benefit of the widow and 
children of our deceased brother Adam Streeter, to be 
disposed of for said purpose, according to our best di»- 
cretion, with the advice of the widow. (Signed) Samuel 
Davis, Jr., Daniel Fisk.' 
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Brother Murray continued to preach froni time to 
tirte, atid receii^e from 2 to £4, by contribution, untU 
Sept. 1788, when I find the following record: Sept. 
14th, 1788. Toted, to request Mr, Murray to min- 
ister to us one, half his time, of as much as he can, 
consistent with his other engagements.' ^Sept. 28. 
Voted, to give Mr. Murray £4 per fortnight, or every 
Lord's day he preaches, or £104 a year,' — The society 
continued to conduct their concerns in this manner un- 
til Feb. 1792, when doubts arose in the minds of many 
proprietors as to the legality of their proceedings. 
Accordingly, a warrant to Messrs. Townsend, Brazier, 
Hicks, Dillaway, and Lane, under the seal of * James 
Sullivan, justice of the peace, throughout the common- 
wealth,* was obtained, and a meeting called under the 
warrant, March 1st, 1792, which is the first commence- 
ment of a regular record of the proprietors' meetings. 
At this meeting it was voted to give Mr. Murray £4 
per week ' until further orders.' — April 5th, 1792. It 
was Voted, to enlarge the meeting-house; but no rec- 
ords are made for several years, excepting at the yearly 
meeting of the proprietors. This year Brother Rich- 
ards supplied the desk in the absence of Brother Mur- 
ray. In 1793, it was « Voted, That Mr. Murray's 
salary be £4 per week.' And, 'Voted, That Mr. Rich- 
ards' salary be £3 per week.' This year also, a regu- 
lar sexton was chosen. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 24th, 1793, Brother Murray 
was solemnly installed ' Pastor and Teacher of the 
First Universalist Church and congregation,' by deacon 
Oliver W. Lane. April, 1794, Mr. Murray's salary 
was raised to £5. And in 1795, ' Voted, That Mr. 
Murray's salary the present year be 22 dollars each 
sabbath.' In 1796, a regular tax on pews was laid, to 
defray the expenses of the society. No important 
event took place in the society until 1806, in which 
year they were incorporated by an act of the legislature. 
In 1810, Brother Mitchell was installed colleague with 
Brother Murray, and in 1811 the conrexion was dis- 
solved. In 1812, the society voted to j,ive brother P. 
Dean a call, and in 1813 he was installed junior nastor. 
in 1815, Sept. 3d, brother John Murray departed this 
life, to dwell with Christ. In 1823, the connexion with 
Mr. Dean was dissolved, and the desk was supplied by 
Brother Winchester and Adin Baiiou, until the call 
and settlement of brother Sebastian Streeter, which 
took place in 1824. — From this society ialess than half. 
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a century, hare emanated mx societies, wko have 
erected for themselves pfaces of worship, in this city 
and Weinity, all of which are as folly attended, if not 
more so, than any other places of worship 

That Gad would thus prosper his church tfarottfflKyat 
the haWtaMe giobe^ is the earnest prayer of yourlium 
ble serrant, 

TitotfAJB KstTCLL, Pro. Clerk. 

Boston, Sept. 7th, 1880. 

P. 9. Since writing the abore, brother Hicks 
banded me some old papers, amon^ which I iind the 
following scrap: * March 6tb, 1791. The christian 
church commonly called Universalist, celebrated the 
Lord's supper for the first time; the number of twent> 
brethren and nine sisters. It was celebrated afler the 
afternoon exercises, when Mr, Murray had entertained 
us through the day from Isaiah xxxv., four first verses. 
The collection was for procuring the elements, and the 
overplus to furnish the furniture of the table after the 
bread and wine; for there remains in the hands of 
Beacon Lane, 8s. Id.' 

Exact copy, verbatim, T. K, 

<ft. MtTRRAT'S ACCOTTNT OF RI8 HAVriTO ORIOIKATED 
TRE CEREHONir OF DEOICATION. 

On my first appearance in this country, during my 
residence in the state of New Jersey, I was requested, 
as the phrase is, to christen the children of my hearers. 
I asked them what was their design in making such a 
proposal to me,^ When they replied, they onfy wished 
to do their duty. How, my friends, returned I, came 
you to belifeve infant sprinklini^ a duty.? * Why, is it 
not a command of God to sprinkle infants?' If you 
will, from scripture authority, produce any Warrant 
sufficient to authorize me to baptize children, I will 
immediately, as in duty bound, submit thereto. Our 
Savior sprinkled no infant with water: those who were 
baptized by his harbinger, plunged into the river Jor- 
dan, which plunging was figurative of the ablution by 
which we are cleansed in the blood of our Savior — 
but infants are not plunged in a river. 

^ Paul declares he was not sent to baptize, and he 
thanks God that he had baptized so few: nor does it 
appear that among those few, there were any infants. 
It IB not a solitary instance to find a whole household 



wU^ut a babe. The eunuch conceived it necessary 
there should be. much water for the performance of the 
rite of baptisna: all this seems to preqlude the idea of 
sprinkling and of infant baptism: and it is said, that 
whole centuries passed by after the commencement of 
the Christian era, before the sprinkling of a single in- 
fant. I am, however, commencing a long journey — 
many months will elapse before my return. I pray 
you to search the scriptures during my absence; and if, 
when we meet again, you can point out the chapter and 
verse wherein my God has commanded his ministers to 
sjprinkle infants, I w^ill immediately prepare myself to 
yield an unhesitating obedience. I pursued my journey 
— I returned to New Jersey, my then home — ^but no 
authority could be produced from the sacred writings 
for infant sprinkling. Still, however, religious jparenta 
were uneasy, and piously anxious to give testimony, 
public testimony of their reliance upon and confidence 
m the God of their salvation. Many, perhaps, were 
influenced by the fashion of this world; but some, I 
trust, by considerations of a higher origin. 

'I united with my friends in acknowledging that 
when God had blessed them by putting into their hands 
and under their care one of the members of his body 
which he had purchased with his precious blood, it 
seemed proper and reasonable that they should present 
the infant to the God who gave it, asking his aid in the 
important duty which had devolved upon them, and 
religiously confessing by this act, their obligation to and 
dependence on the Father of all worlds. Yet we could 
not call an act of this kind baptism; we believe there 
is but one baptism; and this, because the spirit of God 
asserts, by the apostle Paul, that there is ItU one bap- 
tUm^ and the idea of this single baptism is corroborated 
by the class in which we find ifplaced. One Lord, one 
faithf one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all. Ephesians 
iv. 5, 6. After much deliberation I proposed, and 
many of my hearers have adopted the following mode : 
The parent or parents (I am always best pleased when 
both parents unite,) brinjf their children into the great 
congregation, and stand in the broad aisle, in the pres- 
ence of the worshippers of God. The Father receiving 
the babe from the arms of the mother, presents it to the 
servant of God, who statedly ministers at his altar. 
The ambassador of Christ receives it in his arms, deriv- 
ing his authority for this practice from the example of 
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the Redeemer, who saya^ Sufier little children to come 
unto me, tot of such is the kingdom of heaven. The 
minister, therefore, taking the infant from its father, 
who gives him, as he presents it,4he name of the child, 
proclaims Aload, John or Mary, we receive thee as a 
member of the mystical body of him who is the second 
Adam, the Redeemer of men, the Lord from heaven. 
We dedicate thee to him, to whom thou properly be- 
longest, to be baptized with his own baptism, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holv 
Ghost; and we pronounce upon thee that blessing which 
he commanded his ministers, Moses, Aaron, and his 
sons, to pronounce upon his people, saying, 

< The Lord bless thee and keep thee ; 

< The Lord make his face to shine u|»on thee, imd be 
gracious unto thee ; 

* The Lord lift up hi« coantenanee upon thee, and 
give the peace. 

* For this procedure we have the command, the ex 
press cenKiiand of God. Our reason and. oar t^igiod 
Goncttr ta apprave the solemnity, and onr hearts are at 
peace. 

* The Lord, we repeat, hath commandea tis to blesg 
th^ people^ Ood himself pronounced this blessing upon 
all tne people, in the first Adam, when he placed nim 
m the garden of Eden, and blessing and cursing came 
not from- the atme mouth upon the same characters. 
God, our God) is the ever bleming God ; nor are bless- 
ings ^]t<^ti otriy to the deserving. The blessings of 
providence and of grace are freely bestowed upon the 
evil and the unthankful; and when the evil and the 
unthankful obtain the knowledge of this truth> they 
earnestly sigh to be good, to be grateAiL 

< But the ever blessed God, not only blessed the peo- 
ple in their fir^t general head, but in that seed wnich 
IS Christ. In thy seed, said the Lord Jehovah, shall 
the families, alt the families of the earth be blessed. 
This was a royal grants We are not, in general,, suffi- 
ciently attentive to this partionlar. ft Is common to 

* talk of being blessed ^, and sonie say, thtough Ckriitf 
btft few, very few, ever think of being blessed in 
Christ.'— Sfc|/cAc«, 4-c. ii. 566— S68. 
See also < Lettend and Sketches^' iii. 846. 
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Adams, President John, invites Mr. Murr&y to preach on dM 
voyage from Englniid to America, 287. 

Alton, England, the birth-plaee of Murray, 10. 

Americ4iy Murray's firat idea of TisitiDg, 129. 

Bath, arrives at, 71; is entertained by the bay maker, 72; preach- 
es here, 73. 

Belief, the object of, inlercsting dialogue upon, 100. W 

Boston, Murray's first visit to, 192; bis reception, 192; preaclies for 
the first time here, 195; second visit, 197; is attacked by Rev. 
Mr. Bacon, 172 ; controversy nvlih Croswell, 20S, 209 ; is stoned in 
Cros well's pdlpit, 209 ; is installed pastor of the Society bore, 242. 

Boston, First Universalist Society in, 242; iu history, ^17. 

Calvinism, a half century ago, what it was, 275. 

Chatham, Earl of— Murray's lines upon the death of, 261. 

Class Meetings of Methodists, how conducted, 23. 

Convention General of Universalists of N. E. States and others* 
229; Origin of^ 314; Records of, 316; Murray's Sermon at 
292. 

Convention of UniversaliaU in Philadelphia in 1790, tetier tft 
Gen. Wasbin^^ton, 239, 240. 

Cork, Murray visits, 64. 

Croswell, Rev. A. slanders Murrnjr in the papers, 208; is an- 
swered, 204; his ooodoct in relation to Murray, 204, 206, 206. 

Dedieaiion of infants introduced by Murray, 244. 

Dunham^ Rev, M. friend to Murray, 157. 

England, Murray's father leaves, 16; Murray's return and arrival 
in 1778 from America, 233. 

Factory, in Boston, Murray preaches in, 195. 

Fantuit Hall, preaches in, 198. 

Qlouieester, Mass. Murray visits the first time, 208; second time 
210; views it as his home, 212; his measures to relieve the in« 
habitanU, 216; conduct of Committee of Safety, 216; Dedica- 
tion of Universalists' Meeting house here, 220; formation of a 
church, 220 ; views of ordination, 221 ; their property is attach- 
ed for the support of orthodoxy, 222; the church brinp an ac- 
tion to recover, 222; Memrs. King, Sullivan and Tudor Coun- 
sel for Murray, 224; the Universalists appeal to the public in 
rekition to the case, 224; case finally settled in favor of the 
Universalists, 228; the eloquence of Sullivan on the occasion, 
227; the opinions and conduct of Jud^ Dana, 227; petitioD 
to the legislature in favor of Murray, 230; be receives a cer- 
tificate of ordination, 234; instrument of compact, of the socie- 
ty, 288; renewal of ordination, 288. 

Greene, Gen. correspondence with Morray, 264. 

Greuh, Rev, A, B. extract firom bis discourse, 270. 

Hitehins, Rev. Mr. by his arguments Murray is led to adopt the 
doctrine of Universalism, 111. 

Hopkins, Rev. Mr. his journey and dialogue with jMurray, 160; 
writes againrt Relly, 277. 

reland, Murray's removal to, 17; leaves for England, 69. 

Jones, Rev. Tnomae, his conversion and settlement at Gloucester, 
241. 

Ldttle, Mr. his conversion to Methodism, 82; he adopts Murrey 
as his son, 49; Morrav excites his displeasure, 69. 



London, arrival of Murray at, 76; his arrival there in 1788 from 
America, 286. 
"Lord's Supper, the views of Murray, 243. 

Miuon, Pres. of a Society 103; attempts to refute Rellv's CJaion, 104. 

MeihodiHs MeeiingM, manner of condoctinff them, 25* 

Mitchell, Rev. E. agrees with Murray, 268. 

Mob, dispersed by Murrny, in London, 261. 

Murray's father, an Episeopalian, 10; removes to Ireland, 17; 
joins the Methodists, 17; his sickness, 40; death-bed prayer 
for bis son, 41 ; his character and attainments, 43—44. 

Murray's Mother, a Presbyterian, 10. * 

Murray, John, his ancestors, when born, is baptised by an Epis- 
copalian minister, 10; fear of his father, 12; removes to Ire- 
land, 16; visite London, 16; quits London for Bnstd, 16; 
escape from a boat 16; made wretched by a sermon, 20; ap- 
pointed leader of a class, 28 ; is regenerated and becomes an 
object of attention and regard, 23; difficulty with a priest, 
27; confirmed by the Bishop 80; receives the attention of 
Wesley, 90 ; becomes acquainted with Mr. und Mrs. Little, 
32; becomes attached to Miss Dupee, S3, 34; writes a love 
letter, 86; is sick with a fever, 39; prays with his fiither, 
42; loses his father, 42; takes the place of his father in the 
family, 46; pleads a case at court, and gains his case, 48; 
is adopted by Mr. Little, 49; preaches (or the first time, 60; 
is accused of being dishonest, a sinenlar mistake, 61 ; is the 
object of envy, 62; is reproved for aosence b^ Mr. Little, 63; 
determines to leave for England, 63; is surprised in an inter- 
esting predicament, with Miss Little, 64; resolves to quit the 
^mily of Mr. Little, 66; changes his mind, 67; leaves the 
icenes of his youth, 69; visits Tiis mother, 69; receives the 
Messing of his mother, 61; leaves for Cork, 62; he contedt- 
fclates the scenes of his youth, 63; visits his grandmother in 
Clork, 64; is invited to repair to Lunerick, 66; hears Mr. 
Whitfield and becomes much attached to him, 66; leaves Cork, 
97; arrives in England, 69; attends meetings in Bristol, 71; 
leaves for London, 71; is entertained by a Hiw Maker, 72; 
preaches in Bath, 73; reaches London, 76; forms convivial 
connexions, 77; becomes embarrassed, 78; hears Whitfield 
and resolves to quit dissipation, 80; pays all his debts, 86; 
introduced to Miss Neale, 90; his love for her, 93 is mar- 
ried to Miss Neale, 98 conversation with a young wo- 
man, 100; seen Kelly's Union, 106; hears Mr. Relly, 109; is 
summoned before the church, and excommunicated, 112; has a 
son and loses him, 114; loses his wi^, 117; arrested for debt, 
122; is relieved by Wm. Neal, 126; his friendship for Relly, 
128; thinks of vieiting America, 129; meeting and parting 
with his mother, 130; Sails for New-York, 131; arrives in the 
Delaware, 134; first interview with Potter, 186; is invited to 
visit New York, 162; visits New Jersey, 153; is abused by 
Rev. Mr. Tennant, 160; receives the present of a coat, 164; 
arrives at Newport, 172; consents to preach, 176 ; is accused, 
176; Invited to Philadelphia and to Maryland, 178; singular 
interview with a Physician, 181; is invited to visit Boston, 
189; arrives in Boston, 192; visits Newburyport, 196; visile 
Portsmouth, 197; visits Pennsylvania, Jersies and New York, 
200 and 201 ; has an egg thrown at him, 203; conduct of com- 



oilttee of Mfety hf wkun Mormy i» mmmamBd, 21C; m or- 
daiDed at Gloucester, 220 leaves for Enghiod, 2S6 . reaches 
London and meets hki mother, 236; leaves for America, 287; 
returns to Glouoesler amd'M re-ordatoed, 2S8; visits Philadel- 
phia, 240; consents to settle in Boston, 241; is crippled by 
disease, 246; his death, 250; bis power of persuasien, 261 ; 
his morality, 252; correspondeoce with Gen. Greene, 254; his 
polifical sentiments, 26D; compared with Celvis, Luther, and 
Wesley, 270; his social character, 274 ; compared with Win- 
chester, 278; his views of a future state, 261. 

NeaU, Mits f/tza, becomes acquainted with Murray, 90; gaies 
his afiections, 01; receives his addressee, 92; her grandfetber 
is displeased and disinherits her, 93; she leaves bis house, 97; 
is married to Murray, 98; is sick, 114; parting with hei hus- 
band and happy death, 117; his affBctionate remembrauce of 
lier, 124, 127, ISS, 160. 

Neal, Wm, kindness to Murray, 97, 126. 

Newport, arrives at, 172. 

Oxford^ Mass. first Gen. Convention of TJniversaltsts at, io 1786, 
228; Sermon at by Mr. Murray, 292. 

Pmrker^ Noah, is converted to Universalism, 212. 

Peek, Thomai Handtuidt, receives Miurray on hie arrival ia Bos- 
ton, 192. 

Potttr, Sr4oinas,<first interview with Murray, 1S6; persuades him to 
preaoh, 198; his pleasure in bearing hiro,144; his grave is vimit- 
ed by Murray, 801 ; his character, 804 ; fiirtlier particulars, 806 ; 

lUUy, K«v, Jawiea, is lieard by Murray, 108; Murray 9ti bis 
<Uiiion' for the first time, 106; his firiendship for Murray, 128; 
urves him to preach, 128. 

Mmerea vtrittr; all Universalista, 297. 

BahaUam, in what way the effect of faith, 100; Muiray's views of 279. 

SargewU, fVmtkrop, of Qloacester, patron of Murray, 201; 203. 

S€rm»m,by Murray, in 1785 at first meeting of Gen. Convention, 292 

SHl€9, Rev. Ezra, 176. 

Still, R*v. Mr, shindera Murray, 186. 

Sunday, how kept in the lamily of Murray's father, 18^18. 

T*nna$^, Rem. Mr. abuses Murray, 160—1-2. 

Thomas, Reo, A. C.hie aocooot of Murray *a landing. 

Triiibmth, Mr. is visited by Murray, 67; is deserted by bit wile, 
77; Murray hears of Iwr io New- York, 166; atlMipts to re- 
claim her, 165. 

Trni4$y, Murray's belief in, 264. 

Tutker, Rev. Mr. entertains Mr. Murray, 73. 

Tyler, Rev. John, friend to Murray 186. 

Vhwerutkem, the first eflbcts of, 276. 

Unmer»mlittt, condemned by Mucray before bv ooBveBiiQB, 102. 

Vamum, a friend to Murray, 177, 218. 

Waahiimgtan, Preeident, Committee of the Univs^Wlft Co»rmtion 
Philadelphia address him, 2S9; his replv, 240* 

Wteley, Reo. JoAn, atteation to Munw, 82; if IdeliK^ by tbe 
Methodists, 97 { opinioa of the Calvinists, 76. 

WkUfield, Rem, Oeo. seen by Murray for thefirat tioie, 66; Murray 
becomes much attached to him, i%, 

WimthtUr, Rod. Elhanan, preached at the Genernl Cqaveption, 
Oxford, Mass. 1785,228; agraes with Chaiincy, 229 j Murray's 
lagardl for him, 291; diifen from MuiTay,278> 297. 
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